
South Dakota 
Pheasant Management Survey − 2003 

Evaluation of Resident and Nonresident Pheasant Hunting 
 

HD-4-04.AMS 
 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Game, Fish & Parks
523 E. Capitol 

Pierre, SD  57501 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This report was produced for Game, Fish and Parks’ wildlife staff and administrators to 
evaluate the 2003 pheasant seasons from the perspective of resident and nonresident pheasant 
hunters and to improve our understanding of pheasant hunters.  Recommendations made in this 
report are solely my opinion and are intended as suggestions for future discussion and 
consideration by GFP wildlife staff.  Recommendations in this report do not necessarily reflect 
any final decisions by wildlife staff or GFP policy. 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
      Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions Specialist 



South Dakota 
Pheasant Management Survey − 2003 

Evaluation of Resident and Nonresident Pheasant Hunting 
 

HD-4-04.AMS 
 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Game, Fish & Parks
523 E. Capitol 

Pierre, SD  57501 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This report was produced for Game, Fish and Parks’ wildlife staff and administrators to 
evaluate the 2003 pheasant seasons from the perspective of resident and nonresident pheasant 
hunters and to improve our understanding of pheasant hunters.  Recommendations made in this 
report are solely my opinion and are intended as suggestions for future discussion and 
consideration by GFP wildlife staff.  Recommendations in this report do not necessarily reflect 
any final decisions by wildlife staff or GFP policy. 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
      Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions Specialist 



Executive Summary 
South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey − 2003 
Evaluation of Resident and Nonresident Pheasant Hunting 

 

HD-4-04.AMS 
 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
 
 A main purpose of this survey was to identify factors that cause South Dakota 
resident pheasant hunters to quit pheasant hunting.  This analysis includes an evaluation 
of the 2003 pheasant season by both resident and nonresident pheasant hunters.  Results 
are also compared to a survey of pheasant hunters conducted in 2000 to help determine if 
there are any significant trends occurring. The methodology includes a measure of 
resident pheasant hunting participation during the previous five years (1998 – 2002) and 
reasons for not participating in any of those years. 
 

Selected Results 
Resident Pheasant Hunting Participation (1998 – 2002). This analysis shows that 

some hunters do not hunt pheasants every year.  Hunters with six or more year of 

pheasant hunting experience averaged between 4.3 and 4.6 years of hunting during the 

five-year period 1998 – 2002.  Hunters with more years of pheasant hunting experience 

have a slightly higher rate of hunting in all five years.  Participation for all five years 

(1998 – 2002) ranged from about 75% by hunters with six to ten years of pheasant 

hunting experience to 86% by hunters with 31 or more years of pheasant hunting 

experience.  On average, 21% of the hunters with six or more years of pheasant hunting 

experience did not pheasant hunt all five years pervious to this 2003 survey (1998 – 

2002). 
 

Reasons for Not Pheasant Hunting Some Years – Resident Hunters.  The top five 

reasons for not pheasant hunting for all pheasant hunters were: “was too busy to go 

pheasant hunting some years,” “did not have good places to go pheasant hunting some 

years,” “work obligations kept me from going pheasant hunting some years,” “some 

years the pheasant populations were too low to go pheasant hunting,” and “felt that it was 

too crowded to go pheasant hunting some years.”  Note that these five top reasons were 

relatively equal in overall importance as reasons for not hunting by the group of hunters 

that did not hunt all five years 1998 – 2002.  Also note that “low pheasant populations” 
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can be a very important factor for about 25% of these hunters in deciding not to hunt in a 

particular year.  
 

Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season.  Overall, 86% of the resident 

pheasant hunters felt that this youth pheasant hunting opportunity should continue (7% 

said no).  Adults that participated in the Youth Pheasant Season by taking a young hunter 

hunting during that season were much more favorable (96% yes and 2% no) compared to 

those hunters that did not participate in the Youth Pheasant Season (85% yes and 7% no).  
 

Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  About 27% 

of the resident respondents reported to have participated in the 2003 Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season.  Pheasant hunters harvested an average of 2.8 pheasants during the 

Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season for a daily average of 1.56 pheasants.  Crowding 

was not a problem for about one-third of the pheasant hunters during the Early Resident-

Only Pheasant Season and was only a slight problem for about 27% of the hunters, 

however, about one-quarter of the hunters felt moderately crowded and about 13% 

reported feeling very crowded. 

Overall, most (72%) of the hunters participating in the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season were satisfied with their pheasant hunting experiences with about 18% 

being dissatisfied.  Overall, most (74%) of the resident pheasant hunters felt that the 

Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season should continue compared to 14% that did not 

want the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season to continue.  Participants in the Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season had much stronger support for the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season than did hunters that did not participate in the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season (92% vs. 67%).   
 

Evaluation of the 2003 South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season by Resident 

Hunters.  Resident pheasant hunters averaged 8.67 days of pheasant hunting during the 

2003 Regular Pheasant Season and harvested an average of 14 birds for the season for an 

average of about 1.6 birds per day. 

Overall, resident pheasant hunters spent an average of 67% of their pheasant 

hunting time on private land free of charge.  About 13% of their pheasant hunting 
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occurred in road rights-of-ways, 10% on public land, 6% on Walk-In Areas, 3% on paid 

private land and 1.5% on shooting preserves.  Resident hunters in 2003 actually spent 

more time pheasant hunting on free private land and less time in road rights-of-way than 

did resident pheasant hunters in 2000.  Compared to previous years, many resident 

pheasant hunters (39%) found it easier in 2003 to find good places to pheasant hunt or 

similar (27%) to other years, however about 28% found it more difficult in 2003 to find 

good places to pheasant hunt. 

Most of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters rated pheasant numbers from average 

(35%) to abundant (37%).  Ratings for the 2003 pheasant season were significantly 

higher than the ratings for the 2000 pheasant season.  Resident pheasant hunters’ 

satisfaction with their 2003 pheasant hunting experiences was very high with about 81% 

being satisfied and only 12.5% being dissatisfied.  Satisfaction was much higher in 2003 

compared to 2000 (81% satisfied compared to 62% satisfied). 
 

Motivations for Pheasant Hunting – Resident Hunters.  Most resident hunters (43%) 

picked social reasons as their most important reason for liking pheasant hunting, followed 

by nature (22%), excitement (16%) and working with hunting dogs (12%). 
 

Opinions about Nonresident Hunters and the Future of Pheasant Hunting in South 

Dakota – Resident Hunters.    About 18% of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters 

reported that they were not worried about finding good places to pheasant hunt in the 

future, while about 42% reported being very worried.  About 47% of the resident hunters 

reported that the current level of difficulty to find good places to pheasant hunt could 

cause them to quit pheasant hunting in the future and about 55% reported that the 

expected future level of difficulty to find good places to pheasant hunt could cause them 

to quit pheasant hunting in the future. 

 About 24% of the resident pheasant hunters felt that nonresident hunters had no 

impact on their ability to find good places to pheasant hunt, with 19% reporting a slight 

impact, 19% reporting a moderate impact, and about 35% reporting a very great impact. 

 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was established to provide some extra 

pheasant hunting opportunity for South Dakota residents.  Resident pheasant hunters 

were asked to rate this opportunity on a scale ranging from 0 (too little) to 10 (too much) 
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with 5 equal to “just right” (Table 49).  About 39% rated this opportunity as “just right,” 

however more hunters rated it as too little than did hunters rating it as too much.  
 

Nonresident Attitudes towards Resident-Only Pheasant Hunting Benefits.  Most 

nonresident pheasant hunters (52.5%) did not feel that the 2003 Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season had any impact on the enjoyment of their hunting experience, about 

15% felt a small impact, 11% a moderate impact and 8% a big impact. 
 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters’ Social Ties to South Dakota.  About 19% of the 

nonresident pheasant hunters hunted with South Dakota resident relatives in 2003 and 

59% hunted with South Dakota resident friends.  About 14% of the 2003 nonresident 

pheasant hunters had lived in South Dakota at some time, 26% have relatives living in 

South Dakota and 72% have South Dakota resident friends. 

  
Comparing Resident and Nonresident Pheasant Hunters 

 Residents hunted more days during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season than did 
nonresident pheasant hunters (8.7 days vs. 4.4 days) and harvested more total birds (14 
vs. 11), however, nonresidents had a higher bird per day harvest ratio than did resident 
hunters (2.5 vs. 1.6).  Nonresident pheasant hunters also rated the overall abundance of 
pheasants higher than did resident hunters.  
 Nonresident pheasant hunters had a much higher amount of time hunting on paid 
private land compared to resident pheasant hunters.  While satisfaction with the 2003 
pheasant season was relatively high for both groups, nonresident hunters were 
significantly more satisfied than were resident pheasant hunters (92% satisfied vs. 81% 
satisfied). 
 Resident and nonresident pheasant hunters were relatively similar in their 
selection of their most important motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  
Overall about 43% of the residents and nonresidents each picked social reasons as their 
most important motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  A few more 
residents than nonresidents picked nature (21.9% vs. 15.3%) as their most important 
motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota while a few more nonresidents 
than residents picked excitement (22.9% vs. 16.0%) as their most important motivation 
for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota. 
 Overall, nonresident pheasant hunters had a higher rating of the importance of 
pheasant hunting than did resident pheasant hunters.  Also, a higher percentage of 
nonresident pheasant hunters than resident pheasant hunters hunted pheasants with dogs 
(either their own dogs or with other hunters’ dogs). 
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 A main purpose of this survey was to identify factors that cause South Dakota 

resident pheasant hunters to quit pheasant hunting.  This analysis includes an evaluation 

of the 2003 pheasant season by both resident and nonresident pheasant hunters.  Results 

are also compared to a survey of pheasant hunters conducted in 20001 to help determine 

if there are any significant trends occurring. The methodology includes a measure of 

resident pheasant hunting participation during the previous five years (1998 – 2002) and 

reasons for not participating in any of those years. 

 
Methods 
 A 12-page, booklet (8½ by 11) questionnaire was mailed to 3,000 randomly 

selected hunters from the Resident Small Game License database and the Resident 

Combination License database at the end of the 2003 pheasant season (December 31) 

(Tables 1 and 1-A) (Appendix A).  The sampling scheme for the resident survey 

approximated the actual proportion of license sales.  A 4-page questionnaire was mailed 

to 1,600 nonresident pheasant hunters at the same time (Table 1) (Appendix B). A post 

card reminder was sent approximately ten days following the first mailing followed by 

two additional mailings of the questionnaire with an additional cover letter for the 

resident survey on February 3, 2004 and March 1, 2004. 

 
                                                           
1 Gigliotti, L.M.  2001.  South Dakota Nonresident Pheasant Hunter Report - 2000.  Report ID#: HD-4-
01.SAM.  South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. Pierre, SD. 
 

Gigliotti, L.M.  2001.  South Dakota Resident Pheasant Hunter Report - 2000.  Report ID#: HD-5-01.SAM.  
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. Pierre, SD. 
 

Gigliotti, L.M.  2001.  South Dakota Pheasant Hunter Report – 2000 Comparing Residents and 
Nonresidents.  Report ID#: HD-6-01.SAM.  South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. Pierre, SD. 
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Results 
 Response Rates and Pheasant Hunting Experience.  The resident pheasant 

hunter survey received a 71.8% return rate and the nonresident pheasant hunter survey 

received an 80.7% return rate (Table 1).   

 The number of years of pheasant hunting experience was first measured (Table 2).  

The main purpose of this measure will be to identify those hunters that have hunted less 

than five years to help explain why some hunters may not have hunted during the 1998 – 

2002 focus period.  Note that almost 16% of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters had 0 – 5 

years of pheasant hunting experience.  Overall, Combination License holders had higher 

percentages of hunters with more than 21 years of pheasant hunting experience than did 

Resident Small Game License holders (Table 2-A).  Also note that about 78% of the 

nonresident pheasant hunters have hunted pheasants in South Dakota prior to 2003. 

 Resident Pheasant Hunting Participation (1998 – 2002).  The resident hunting 

participation rate for each year (2002 – 1998) for each category of pheasant hunting 

experience is presented in Tables 3 and 4.  Table 3 presents the data inclusively for each 

category of pheasant hunting experience and Table 4 presents the data exclusively.  For 

example, in Table 3 the category of one year of pheasant hunting experience includes all 

the higher level categories while Table 4 only includes those in that particular category.  

It is understandable why hunters with less than six years of pheasant hunting experience 

(includes hunting in 2003) would not have hunted all five of the years 1998 through 

2002.  Many of the hunters in this category are new recruits either due to attaining the age 

to go hunting or due to recently moving to South Dakota.  This analysis shows that some 

hunters do not hunt pheasants every year.  Hunters with six or more year of pheasant 

hunting experience averaged between 4.3 and 4.6 years of hunting during the five-year 

period 1998 – 2002 (Table 5).  Hunters with more years of pheasant hunting experience 

have a slightly higher rate of hunting in all five years.  Participation for all five years 

(1998 – 2002) ranged from about 75% by hunters with six to ten years of pheasant 

hunting experience to 86% by hunters with 31 or more years of pheasant hunting 

experience (Table 6).  On average, 21% of the hunters with six or more years of pheasant 

hunting experience did not pheasant hunt all five years pervious to this 2003 survey 

(1998 – 2002). 
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 Reasons for Not Pheasant Hunting Some Years – Resident Hunters.  The top 

five reasons for not pheasant hunting for all pheasant hunters were: “was too busy to go 

pheasant hunting some years,” “did not have good places to go pheasant hunting some 

years,” “work obligations kept me from going pheasant hunting some years,” “some 

years the pheasant populations were too low to go pheasant hunting,” and “felt that it was 

too crowded to go pheasant hunting some years” (Tables 7-A and 7-B).  These were the 

same five top reasons in almost the same order when looking only at those hunters with 

more than five years of pheasant hunting experience (Tables 8-A and 8-B). Note that 

these five top reasons were relatively equal in overall importance as reasons for not 

hunting by the group of hunters that did not hunt all five years 1998 – 2002 (Table 8-B).  

Also note that “low pheasant populations” can be a very important factor for about 25% 

of these hunters in deciding not to hunt in a particular year.  

 Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season.  About 9% of the 

respondents (estimated to be about 8% of the resident license holders) reported 

participating in the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season (Table 9).  Overall, about 65% of the 

resident pheasant hunters are favorable towards the recent change in the Youth Pheasant 

Season that separated it from the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season by having the 

Youth Pheasant Season the weekend before the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, 

only 9% were opposed (Table 10).  Adults that participated in the Youth Pheasant Season 

by taking a young hunter hunting during that season were much more favorable (79% 

favorable and 4% opposed) compared to those hunters that did not participate in the 

Youth Pheasant Season (64% favorable and 9% opposed). Optional comments provided 

by resident hunters concerning the recent change in the Youth Pheasant Season that 

separated it from the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season by having the Youth Pheasant 

Season the weekend before the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season can be found in 

Appendix C.  Overall, 86% felt that this youth pheasant hunting opportunity should 

continue (7% said no) (Table 11).  And again, adults that participated in the Youth 

Pheasant Season by taking a young hunter hunting during that season were much more 

favorable (96% yes and 2% no) compared to those hunters that did not participate in the 

Youth Pheasant Season (85% yes and 7% no).  Optional resident hunter comments about 

continuing the Youth Pheasant Season can be found in Appendix D. 
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Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  

About 27% of the resident respondents reported to have participated in the 2003 Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season (Table 12).  About 81% of the 2003 pheasant hunters 

hunted on Saturday (October 11, 2003), 70% on Sunday and 24% on Monday (Table 12).  

About 40% hunted only one day, 44% hunted two days and about 16% hunted all three 

days of the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.   

Pheasant hunters harvested an average of 2.8 pheasants during the Early Resident-

Only Pheasant Season for a daily average of 1.56 pheasants (Table 13).  Crowding was 

not a problem for about one-third of the pheasant hunters during the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season and was only a slight problem for about 27% of the hunters, however, 

about one-quarter of the hunters felt moderately crowded and about 13% reported feeling 

very crowded (Table 14). 

Overall, most (72%) of the hunters participating in the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season were satisfied with their pheasant hunting experiences with about 18% 

being dissatisfied (Table 15).  Optional comments related to satisfaction/dissatisfaction 

with the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season can be found in Appendix E. 

Overall, most (74%) of the resident pheasant hunters felt that the Early Resident-

Only Pheasant Season should continue compared to 14% that did not want the Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season to continue (Table 16).  Participants in the Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season had much stronger support for the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season than did hunters that did not participate in the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season (92% vs. 67%).  Optional comments related to resident pheasant 

hunters’ desires to continue the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season can be found in 

Appendix F. 

 
Evaluation of the 2003 South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season by Resident 

Hunters.  About 87% of the hunters with pheasant hunting experience hunted during the 

2003 Regular Pheasant Season (Tables 17 and 17-A).  About 27% of these hunters 

hunted during the period October 11-13, 2003 (Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season), 

about 83% during the period October 18–31, 2003, 67% during November and about 

52% during December (Table 17-B). 
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Resident pheasant hunters averaged 8.67 days of pheasant hunting during the 

2003 Regular Pheasant Season and harvested an average of 14 birds for the season for an 

average of about 1.6 birds per day (Tables 18 – 20 and Appendix G). 

Table 21 listed the county that resident pheasant hunters indicated they did the 

majority of their pheasant hunting.  About half of the resident pheasant hunters hunt 

pheasants most often in the county in which they live (Table 22). 

Overall, resident pheasant hunters spent an average of 67% of their pheasant 

hunting time on private land free of charge (Tables 23 and 23-A).  About 13% of their 

pheasant hunting occurred in road rights-of-ways, 10% on public land, 6% on Walk-In 

Areas, 3% on paid private land and 1.5% on shooting preserves.  Resident hunters in 

2003 actually spent more time pheasant hunting on free private land and less time in road 

rights-of-way than did resident pheasant hunters in 2000 (Table 23-B). 

Most of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters rated pheasant numbers from average 

(35%) to abundant (37%) (Table 24).  Ratings for the 2003 pheasant season were 

significantly higher than the ratings for the 2000 pheasant season (Table 25).  Resident 

pheasant hunters’ satisfaction with their 2003 pheasant hunting experiences was very 

high with about 81% being satisfied and only 12.5% being dissatisfied (Table 26). 

Optional comments related to resident hunters’ satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the 2003 

Regular Pheasant Season are provided in Appendix H.  Satisfaction was much higher in 

2003 compared to 2000 (81% satisfied compared to 62% satisfied) (Table 27). 

Compared to previous years, many resident pheasant hunters (39%) found it 

easier in 2003 to find good places to pheasant hunt or similar (27%) to other years, 

however about 28% found it more difficult in 2003 to find good places to pheasant hunt 

(Table 28).  Optional comments related to finding good places to pheasant hunt in 2003 

can be found in Appendix I.  There was a slight negative correlation between years of 

pheasant hunting experience and mean rating for finding a good place to pheasant hunt in 

2003 (Table 29 and Figure 1).  Hunters with more experience had a lower rating for how 

easy it was to find a good place to pheasant hunt in 2003 compared to previous years.  

 Importance of Pheasant Hunting – Resident Hunters.  About 11% of the 

resident pheasant hunters listed pheasant hunting as their most important recreational 

activity with about one-third ratings it as very important and another third rating it as 
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moderately important (Table 30).  There was a strong relationship between important of 

pheasant hunting and number of years pheasant hunting during the period 1998 – 2002 

(Table 31). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.  Relationship between resident pheasant hunters’ rating of the difficulty of 
finding good places to hunt in 2003 and their previous level of pheasant hunting 
experience (see Table 28 for a description of the rating scale). 
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Another measure of the importance of pheasant hunting is the number of 

substitutes that hunters have for pheasant hunting, i.e., if the hunter could not participate 

in pheasant hunting, how many other different wildlife-oriented activities are there that 

the hunters enjoy just as much or more than pheasant hunting (Table 32).  About 13% of 

the resident pheasant hunters reported that they have no substitutes for pheasant hunting.  

Importance of pheasant hunting was significantly related to hunters’ rating of the amount 

of substitutes that they have for pheasant hunting (Table 33).  Resident pheasant hunters 

listed deer hunting and fishing as the top two substitutes for pheasant hunting (Table 34). 

While not all substitutes listed were equally or more satisfying than pheasant hunting for 

all hunters (Table 35), on average, all substitute activities listed except grouse hunting 

had an average positive rating (meaning that, on average, the substitute would be equally 

or more satisfying than pheasant hunting) (Tables 36-A and 36-B). 
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 Motivations for Pheasant Hunting – Resident Hunters.  Combination License 

holders rated the eight motivations higher in importance compared to Resident Small 

Game License holders, with the difference for meat, nature, solitude and working with 

hunting dogs being significantly higher (Tables 37A – 37H).  Overall, social reasons had 

the highest rating followed by nature and excitement (Table 38).  Most resident hunters 

(43%) picked social reasons as their most important reason for liking pheasant hunting, 

followed by nature (22%), excitement (16%) and working with hunting dogs (12%) 

(Table 39).  The motivational profile for each resident hunter type is listed in Table 40. 

 
  Opinions about Nonresident Hunters and the Future of Pheasant Hunting in 

South Dakota – Resident Hunters.    About 18% of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters 

reported that they were not worried about finding good places to pheasant hunt in the 

future, while about 42% reported being very worried (Table 41).  About 47% of the 

resident hunters reported that the current level of difficulty to find good places to 

pheasant hunt could cause them to quit pheasant hunting in the future and about 55% 

reported that the expected future level of difficulty to find good places to pheasant hunt 

could cause them to quit pheasant hunting in the future (Tables 42 and 43).  Resident 

pheasant hunters’ optional comments related to the difficulty of finding good places to 

pheasant hunt are provided in Appendix J. 

 About 48% of the resident pheasant hunters perceive some economic benefits as a 

result of nonresident pheasant hunters (Table 44).  About 30% of the resident pheasant 

hunters normally pheasant hunt with nonresident family members and relatives and about 

40% normally pheasant hunt with nonresident friends (Table 45).  About 49% of the 

resident pheasant hunters had some level of social benefit from nonresident pheasant 

hunters (Table 46). 

 About 46% of the resident pheasant hunters rated the situation of having 74,873 

nonresident pheasant hunters compared to 70,821 resident pheasant hunters in 2002 as 

negative with 34% rating it as neutral and 14% rating it as positive (6% had no opinion) 

(Table 47).  Resident pheasant hunters provided some optional comments related to this 

topic (Appendix K). 
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 About 24% of the resident pheasant hunters felt that nonresident hunters had no 

impact on their ability to find good places to pheasant hunt, with 19% reporting a slight 

impact, 19% reporting a moderate impact, and about 35% reporting a very great impact 

(Table 48). 

 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was established to provide some extra 

pheasant hunting opportunity for South Dakota residents.  Resident pheasant hunters 

were asked to rate this opportunity on a scale ranging from 0 (too little) to 10 (too much) 

with 5 equal to “just right” (Table 49).  About 39% rated this opportunity as “just right,” 

however more hunters rated it as too little than did hunters rating it as too much. Resident 

pheasant hunters provided some optional comments related to this topic (Appendix L).  In 

general, about 56% of the resident pheasant hunters felt that South Dakota residents 

should have additional (more than the current Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season) 

pheasant hunting opportunities compared to 26% that said no to this question (Table 50). 

  
 Use of Hunting Dogs – Resident Hunters.  About one-third of the resident 

pheasant hunters owned and hunted pheasants with dog(s) in 2003, while about one-third 

do not own nor hunt with dog(s) and about 31% don’t own but normally hunt with other 

hunters who have dogs (Table 51).  Hunters who own and hunt with hunting dogs rated 

pheasant hunting significantly higher in importance and had a higher consistency rate for 

hunting the previous five years (1998 – 2002) (Tables 52 and 53).  Hunters who own and 

hunt with dogs hunt more days in the season and harvest more total birds (Tables 54 and 

55).  Hunters that hunt with dogs (both those who own and those who hunt with hunters 

that have dogs) have a higher bird per day harvest rate and are more satisfied compared to 

hunters not using dogs (Tables 56 and 57).  A significant number (about 33%) of hunters 

who own and hunt with dogs selected “working with hunting dogs” as their dominant 

motivation for pheasant hunting (Table 58).  Also, hunters motivated by “working with 

hunting dogs” were statistically similar to the other dominant motivations in their 

satisfaction level (although meat hunters and solitude hunters had relatively low 

satisfaction scores compared to the other groups) (Table 59). 
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Demographic Information – Residents.  Resident hunters were comprised of 

95% male and 5% female and overall had a mean age of 44.6 years (Tables 60 and 61).  

Resident pheasant hunters’ home county is listed in Table 62.  About one-third of the 

resident pheasant hunters own land outside a town/city for an average of 516 acres 

(median acres = 160) (Table 63).  About 20% of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters were 

farmers/ranchers (11% part-time and 9% full-time) (Table 64). 

 

 
General optional comments provided by resident pheasant hunters can be found in 
Appendix M. 

 

 
Evaluation of the 2003 South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season by 

Nonresident Hunters.  About 98% of the nonresident hunters with pheasant hunting 

experience hunted during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season (Table 65) (97% of the total 

2003 nonresident licensed small game hunters hunted pheasants in 2003 – Table 65A).  

Most 2003 nonresident pheasant hunters hunted during the month of October (82%), with 

about 27% hunting in November and about 12% in December (Table 65B).  Nonresident 

pheasant hunters averaged 4.40 days, 10.96 birds per hunter for an average of 2.52 birds 

per day (Tables 66 – 68 and Appendix G). 

 Most nonresident pheasant hunters rated the number of birds for the 2003 

pheasant season as very abundant (24%) or abundant (44%), with few rating the number 

of birds as scarce (5%) or very scarce (1%) (Table 69). 

 Nonresident pheasant hunters averaged about 43% of their hunting on free private 

land and about 36% on paid private land, with about 7% hunting public land, 6% road 

rights-of-ways, 6% Walk-In Areas and about 2% shooting preserves (Table 70).  Overall, 

nonresidents have a very high satisfaction level with about 92% reporting being satisfied 

with their 2003 pheasant hunting experience in South Dakota (Table 71).  Optional 

comments related to nonresident hunters’ satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the Regular 

Pheasant Season can be found in Appendix N.  
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Importance of and Motivations for Pheasant Hunting – Nonresident 

Hunters.  About 13% of the nonresident pheasant hunters listed pheasant hunting as their 

most important recreational activity with about 43% rating it as very important and about 

32% rating it as moderately important (Table 72).  

 Nonresident pheasant hunters gave social motivations for liking pheasant hunting 

in South Dakota the highest ratings of importance (Tables 73A – 73H and Table 74).  

Excitement and nature received the second and third highest ratings of importance.    

Social reasons were selected as the top motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South 

Dakota by about 43% of the nonresident pheasant hunters followed by 23% picking 

excitement, 15% picking nature and 14% selecting working with hunting dogs (Table 

75).  The motivational profile for each nonresident hunter type is listed in Table 76. 

  
Nonresident Attitudes towards Resident-Only Pheasant Hunting Benefits.  

Most nonresident pheasant hunters (52.5%) did not feel that the 2003 Early Resident-

Only Pheasant Season had any impact on the enjoyment of the hunting experience, about 

15% felt a small impact, 11% a moderate impact and 8% a big impact (Table 77).  About 

26% of the nonresident pheasant hunters felt that it was alright for South Dakota residents 

to have resident-only pheasant hunting opportunities (where nonresidents are excluded) 

while 41% disagreed and 33% were undecided (Table 78). 

  
Nonresident Pheasant Hunters’ Social Ties to South Dakota.  About 19% of 

the nonresident pheasant hunters hunted with South Dakota resident relatives in 2003 and 

59% hunted with South Dakota resident friends (Table 79).  About 14% of the 2003 

nonresident pheasant hunters had lived in South Dakota at some time, 26% have relatives 

living in South Dakota and 72% have South Dakota resident friends (Table 80). 

  
Use of Hunting Dogs – Nonresident Hunters.  About 39% of the nonresident 

pheasant hunters owned and hunted pheasants with dog(s) in 2003 and about 45% don’t 

own but normally hunt with other hunters who have dogs (Table 81).  Only about 12% of 

the nonresident pheasant hunters did not own or use hunting dogs in 2003. 
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Demographic Information – Nonresidents.  Nonresident hunters were 

comprised of 98% males and 2% females and had an overall mean age of 48.0 years 

(Tables 82 and 83).  The highest percent of nonresident pheasant hunters (30%) were 

from Minnesota followed by Wisconsin (8%) (Table 84). 

 

 
General optional comments provided by nonresident pheasant hunters can be 
found in Appendix O. 

 
 
Comparing Resident and Nonresident Pheasant Hunters 
 
 Residents hunted more days during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season than did 

nonresident pheasant hunters (8.7 days vs. 4.4 days) and harvested more total birds (14 

vs. 11), however, nonresidents had a higher bird per day harvest ratio than did resident 

hunters (2.5 vs. 1.6) (Table 85).  Nonresident pheasant hunters also rated the overall 

abundance of pheasants higher than did resident hunters (Table 86).  

 Nonresident pheasant hunters had a much higher amount of time hunting on paid 

private land compared to resident pheasant hunters (Table 87).  While satisfaction with 

the 2003 pheasant season was relatively high for both groups, nonresident hunters were 

significantly more satisfied than were resident pheasant hunters (92% satisfied vs. 81% 

satisfied) (Table 88). 

 Resident and nonresident pheasant hunters had some minor differences in the 

ratings of importance for some of the motivations for pheasant hunting (Table 89).  

Nonresident pheasant hunters had significantly higher ratings for the importance of 

social, excitement, challenge and working with hunting dog reasons for liking pheasant 

hunting in South Dakota than did residents.  Resident pheasant hunters had significantly 

higher ratings for the importance of solitude and meat reasons for liking pheasant hunting 

in South Dakota than did nonresidents.  Residents and nonresidents had statistically 

similar ratings for the importance of nature and domination as reasons for liking pheasant 

hunting in South Dakota.  

 Resident and nonresident pheasant hunters were relatively similar in their 

selection of their most important motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota 
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(Table 90).  Overall about 43% of the residents and nonresidents each picked social 

reasons as their most important motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  

A few more residents than nonresidents picked nature (21.9% vs. 15.3%) as their most 

important motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota while a few more 

nonresidents than residents picked excitement (22.9% vs. 16.0%) as their most important 

motivation for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota. 

 Overall, nonresident pheasant hunters had a higher rating of the importance of 

pheasant hunting than did resident pheasant hunters (Table 91).  Also, a higher 

percentage of nonresident pheasant hunters than resident pheasant hunters hunted 

pheasants with dogs (either their own dogs or with other hunters’ dogs) (Table 92). 

 Resident hunters were comprised of 5% females compared to about 2% for 

nonresident pheasant hunters (Table 93).  Nonresident pheasant hunters had a slightly 

higher mean age than did resident pheasant hunters (Table 93). 

 

Estimated Participation and Harvest2

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An estimated 78,396 residents participated in pheasant hunting (out of 

93,346 licensed to hunt) in 2003 for an estimated 565,235 days of pheasant hunting 

harvesting an estimated 912,529 pheasants.  An estimated 83,538 nonresidents 

participated in pheasant hunting (out of 84,667 licensed to hunt) in 2003 for an 

estimated 351,695 days of pheasant hunting harvesting an estimated 902,210 

pheasants.  The 2003 pheasant season provided an estimated total of 916,930 

recreational hunting days, with residents doing 61.6% of the total hunting and 

nonresidents 38.4%.  These hunters harvested an estimated total of 1,814,739 

pheasants (1.8 million), with residents harvesting about 50.3% of the total harvest 

and nonresidents 49.7%. 

 

                                                           
2Summary includes the Youth Pheasant Season and the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  Data from... 
Huxoll, Corey.  2004.  2003 Annual Report – Small Game, Upland Bird & Migratory Game Bird Harvest 
Projections.  South Dakota Game Report No. 2004 – 02.  South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and 
Parks, Division of Wildlife, Pierre, South Dakota.  68 pp. 
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Discussion 
 Evaluation of the Perceived Problem.  The main purpose of this survey of 2003 

pheasant hunters was to discover why resident pheasant hunters were quitting pheasant 

hunting.  In recent years there appeared to be a decline in resident pheasant hunters.  

Looking at the graph below from 1999 through 2002 shows an approximate 14% decline 

in resident pheasant numbers (Figure 2).  However, in 2002 for the first time in history 

South Dakota had more nonresident pheasant hunters (74,873) than resident pheasant 

hunters (70,821).  This sparked concern that South Dakota may be losing resident 

pheasant hunters, possibly due to the increase in nonresident pheasant hunter numbers.  

However looking at the past 13 years of hunting participation shows that 1999 had the 

second highest number of resident pheasant hunters in the past 13-year history.  The 

numbers of resident hunters in 2000 looks close to an “average” year.  Thus, the decline 

from 1999 to 2002 is more like an 11% decline from an average.  One obvious factor that 

is associated with the decline in resident pheasant numbers is a decline in pheasant 

numbers from a high population level in 2000.  
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Figure 2. Resident and nonresident pheasant hunter numbers and pheasant numbers 
plotted for the past 13 years (1990 – 2002).  Graph compiled by Tony Leif. 
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A decline in pheasant abundance will often have the effect of reducing 

participation by “occasional” pheasant hunters.  An “occasional” pheasant hunter is 

defined as one who is not very committed to the sport and hunts infrequently during the 

season.  When pheasants are abundant the “occasional” pheasant hunter is more likely to 

purchase a license and go hunting. 

In 2000 we had a very high population of pheasants, compared to previous years.  

We also measured a high number of hunters with characteristics of the “occasional” 

pheasant hunter.  One characteristic of an “occasional” pheasant hunter is hunting only a 

couple of days per season.  In 2000, about 10% of the licensed hunters did not hunt 

pheasant; about 9% of those that did hunt pheasants only hunted one day and 17% only 

hunted two days.  Another characteristic is the importance of pheasant hunting to the 

hunter.  In 2000 our survey identified about 5% of the pheasant hunters that listed 

pheasant hunting as not being an important activity and about 13% listing it as only a 

slightly important activity. 

Given these parameters measured in the 2000 survey it is reasonable to expect a 

10-12% decline in resident hunter numbers with the observed decline in pheasant 

abundance.  And the 2003 survey showed a rebound in resident pheasant hunters during a 

very high pheasant population year, in spite of even higher nonresident pheasant hunter 

numbers (78,396 resident pheasant hunters vs. 83,538 nonresident pheasant hunters). 

Based on the 2003 survey results we can expect 10-15% of the potential resident 

pheasant hunters (potential resident pheasant hunter is defined as any resident pheasant 

hunter that has hunted pheasants in the past) to not participate in the current pheasant 

hunting season for a number of reasons.  Most of the reasons for not participating in any 

specific year would not likely cause any noticeable decline in resident pheasant hunting 

participation because the effect would be random.  For example, being too busy or having 

work obligations would not affect all hunters in the same year.  However, about 25% of 

the resident pheasant hunters reported that a low pheasant population was a very 

important possible reason to not participate in pheasant hunting for a specific season.  

Thus, in low pheasant population years we can expect to see some decline in resident 

pheasant hunters.  The amount of decline would partly be dependent on the extent of the 
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pheasant population decline up to a certain level; however, most resident pheasant 

hunters (about 80%) will go pheasant hunting regardless of the pheasant population level. 

Are we losing resident pheasant hunters?  It is very possible that some of the 

pressures due to high nonresident hunter numbers and commercialization will slowly 

reduce resident pheasant hunting participation over time.  Reasons like not having good 

places to go pheasant hunting, feeling crowded, and getting too expensive were listed as 

important factors that may cause some hunters, particularly occasional pheasant hunters, 

to quit pheasant hunting.  Also, about 6% of the 2003 resident pheasant hunters hunted 

only one day and about 15% hunt only two days during the entire pheasant season.  For 

these hunters it is much more of an economical decision of whether or not to buy a 

hunting license than it is for the more avid hunter.  Thus, we can expect to see some 

annual occultation in resident pheasant hunter numbers and noticeable drops during years 

of low pheasant abundance, however long-term monitoring is needed to identify any 

permanent decline in resident pheasant hunter numbers. 

 What about nonresident pheasant hunters – why are their numbers increasing 

even during years of lower pheasant abundance?  It appears that difference forces are at 

work on nonresident pheasant hunters.  First, pheasant hunting is more important to 

nonresident pheasant hunters, as a group, compared to resident pheasant hunters.  This 

means that they are less likely to quit pheasant hunting.  Second, nonresident pheasant 

hunters are less affected by the absolute pheasant abundance in South Dakota compared 

to the relative abundance in surrounding states (possible substitutes for alternative places 

to go pheasant hunting).  In other words, as long as South Dakota has relatively high 

pheasant numbers compared to other states, high numbers of nonresidents will continue 

to come to South Dakota to go pheasant hunting.  Third, a pheasant hunting trip is more 

of an “event” for nonresidents than it is for residents.  This means that nonresidents will 

be more willing to pay for quality pheasant hunting.  Even in low pheasant abundance 

years nonresidents will be able to find and are willing and able to pay for quality pheasant 

hunting opportunities (even in low abundance years, some private lands will have quality 

pheasant hunting opportunities). 
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What Did We Learn about Pheasant Hunting in South Dakota Comparing 

Residents and Nonresidents?  Overall, nonresident pheasant hunters do appear to get 

better pheasant hunting in terms of harvesting birds than do resident pheasant hunters.  

Nonresidents had a higher bird per day harvest ratio than did residents, they rated 

pheasant abundance higher than did residents and they were overall more satisfied with 

their experience.  The main contributing factor may be their ability and willingness to pay 

for a better “quality” hunting experience on private land.  However, on the other hand 

resident and nonresident pheasant hunters were relatively similar in their motivations for 

pheasant hunting.  For both groups the social aspect of pheasant hunting was very 

important.   

 
Resident Pheasant Hunters.  South Dakota resident pheasant hunters have many 

years of pheasant hunting experience and pheasant hunting is relatively important to most 

of the participants.  Resident pheasant hunters have very high support for the Youth 

Pheasant Season and high support for the recent change that separated the Youth 

Pheasant Season from the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  While only about one-

fourth of the hunters participated in the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season most 

hunters support this resident-only opportunity (74% favorable compared to 14% 

opposed). 

Resident pheasant hunters were especially satisfied with their 2003 pheasant 

hunting experience (81% satisfied in 2003 compared to only 62% satisfied in 2000).  

While about 30% of the resident hunters felt that they had more difficulty in finding good 

places to pheasant hunt in 2003 compared to previous years about 39% felt that it was 

easier to find good places to pheasant hunt in 2003 compared to previous years.  This is 

likely due to the fact that 2003 was an overall exceptional year for pheasants.  However, 

resident pheasant hunters are very worried about their future ability to participate in 

pheasant hunting.  A significant number of resident pheasant hunters feel that they may 

be unable to continue to pheasant hunt because of increasing difficulty in finding good 

places to go pheasant hunting.  This concern will keep pressure on the agency and state 

leaders to provide opportunities advantageous to resident hunters.  For example, while the 
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Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was very favorable to residents, most complaints 

by residents were that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season needs to be expanded. 

While some resident hunters may decide not to go pheasant hunting in low 

pheasant population years and that good pheasant populations contributes towards 

increased satisfaction, most hunters are not motivated to hunt based on pheasant numbers.  

It is important to remember that the motivation for pheasant hunting (and thus the 

benefits derived from pheasant hunting) are much more than killing pheasants.  The top 

four motivations for pheasant hunting were social reasons, enjoying nature, excitement 

and working with hunting dogs.  Hunters most motivated by “working with hunting 

dogs” seem to be the most committed to the sport of pheasant hunting.  For example, they 

hunt most often (annual consistency in participation and frequency during the season) and 

harvest the most birds during the season.  This is the group most dependent on pheasant 

hunting. 

 
Nonresident Pheasant Hunters.  On thing important fact for understanding 

nonresident pheasant hunting participation in South Dakota is that many are not 

motivated solely by pheasant numbers (or make their decision to hunt in South Dakota 

because of) pheasant numbers.  Note that about 14% had previously lived in South 

Dakota, about 26% have relatives in living in South Dakota and about 72% have friends 

living in South Dakota, thus a decision to hunt includes many social components.  

Resident and nonresident pheasant hunters had relatively similar motivations for pheasant 

hunting.  While the economic value of nonresident pheasant hunters in South Dakota is 

very large there are some important social values as well. 

 
 
 
 
 

A copy of the report sent to resident and nonresident hunters in this study can be 
found in Appendix P. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Recommendation:  Efforts need to continue for expanding pheasant 
hunting opportunities, such as, expanding the Walk-In Areas Program, to 
ensure that residents will have good places to pheasant hunt in the future.  
Acceptance of large numbers of nonresident pheasant hunters, in spite of 
the huge economic benefit to South Dakota, will only be acceptable to 
resident pheasant hunters as long as good resident pheasant hunting 
opportunities exist.  
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Table 1. Response rate for the 2003 Pheasant Management Survey – residents and 
nonresidents. 

Residents 
Parameters  Values 
Initial Sample Size 3,000 
Undeliverable Questionnaires    149 
Undeliverable Rate              5.0% 
Final Sample Size 2,851 
Total Number Returned 2,135 
Total Return Rate            74.9% 
Number Returned Blank      89 
Percent Returned Blank             4.2% 
Total Number of Usable Questionnaires Returned 2,046 
Return Rate for Usable Questionnaires [2,046 / 2,851]            71.8% 

 

Nonresidents 
Parameters  Values 
Initial Sample Size 1,600 
Undeliverable Questionnaires      56 
Undeliverable Rate             3.5% 
Final Sample Size 1,544 
Total Number Returned 1,246 
Return Rate Usable Questionnaires [1,246 / 1,544]             80.7% 
 
 
Table 1-A.  Return by license type for the 2003 Pheasant Management Survey – 
residents. 

Sent Returned  
License Type  Number Percent Number Percent 
Combination License 1,740 58.0% 1,289 60.4% 
Resident Small Game License 1,260 42.0%    841 39.4% 
No ID Number           5   0.2% 
Total  100% 2,135 100% 
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South Dakota Pheasant Hunting Experience 
 
Table 2. Years of South Dakota pheasant hunting experience by South Dakota 
resident and nonresident pheasant hunters in 2003. 

RESIDENTS 
Years of Pheasant Hunting Experience Number1 Percent 

0      51   2.7% 
1 year      44   2.4% 

2 – 3 years       96   5.2% 
4 – 5 years     100   5.4% 
6 – 10 years     251 13.5% 
11 – 20 years     429 23.1% 
21 – 30 years     335 18.0% 

31 or more years     551 29.7% 
Total 1,857 100% 

 

NONRESIDENTS 
Years of Pheasant Hunting Experience Number2 Percent 

0      12   1.0% 
1 year    259 20.9% 

2 – 3 years     267 21.5% 
4 – 5 years     191 15.4% 
6 – 10 years     205 16.5% 
11 – 20 years     160 12.9% 
21 – 30 years       90   7.3% 

31 or more years       56   4.5% 
Total 1,240 100% 
1189 respondents left this item blank (this may have partly been due to the location of the first 
question starting at the bottom of the inside cover-page). 
16 respondents left this item blank  
 
Table 2-A.  Years of South Dakota pheasant hunting experience by South Dakota 
resident pheasant hunters in 2003 by license type. 
Years of Pheasant Hunting Experience Combination Small Game 

0   3.4%   1.8% 
1 year   1.4%   3.9% 

2 – 3 years    4.4%   6.4% 
4 – 5 years    4.2%   7.2% 
6 – 10 years  12.6% 15.1% 
11 – 20 years  23.8% 22.0% 
21 – 30 years  20.0% 14.8% 

31 or more years  30.2% 28.8% 
Total 1,130 722 
Chi-Square: X2=35.03; df=7; p<0.001 
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Resident Pheasant Hunting Participation (1998 – 2002) 
 
Table 3. Pheasant hunting participation in South Dakota over the past five years 
(2002 – 1998) by hunters with various years of pheasant hunting experience in South 
Dakota (2003). 
Percentages based on hunters with one or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 

Year  (1,806) 
2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 

 
Percent Pheasant 

Hunting à  84.3% 83.7% 81.7% 80.8% 79.6% 
 

Percentages based on hunters with two or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (1,762) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  85.9% 95.8% 83.8% 82.9% 81.4% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with four or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (1,666) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  86.9% 87.2% 87.3% 87.0% 85.7% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with six or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (1,566) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  87.9% 88.2% 88.2% 88.5% 88.3% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 11 or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (1,315) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  88.1% 88.7% 89.0% 89.2% 88.9% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 21 or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (886) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  89.4% 90.3% 90.1% 91.2% 91.4% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 31 or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year  (551) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  90.4% 90.7% 91.7% 93.1% 93.5% 
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Table 4. Pheasant hunting participation in South Dakota over the past five years 
(2002 – 1998) by hunters in each category of pheasant hunting experience in South 
Dakota (2003). 
Percentages based on hunters with one year of S.D. pheasant hunting experience  

Year (N=44) 
2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 

 
Percent Pheasant 

Hunting à  18.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 
 

Percentages based on hunters with 2-3 years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=96) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  68.8% 60.4% 22.9% 11.5% 7.3% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 4-5 years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=100) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  71.0% 72.0% 73.0% 63.0% 45.0% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 6-10 years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=251) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  87.3% 85.7% 83.7% 84.9% 85.3% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 11-20 years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=429) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  85.3% 85.3% 86.9% 85.1% 83.7% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 21-30 years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=335) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  87.8% 89.6% 87.5% 88.1% 88.1% 

 

Percentages based on hunters with 31 or more years of S.D. pheasant hunting experience 
Year (N=551) 

2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 
 

Percent Pheasant 
Hunting à  90.4% 90.7% 91.7% 93.1% 93.5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 TABLES 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
 

 23 

 
 
Table 5. Average number of years pheasant hunting in South Dakota during the 
past years (2002 – 1998) by hunters with various levels of South Dakota pheasant hunting 
experience (2003). 

 
Levels of S.D. Pheasant Hunting Experience 

Average Number of Years Hunting 
Pheasant in South Dakota During 
the Past Five Years (2002 – 1998) 

1 year  (N=44) 0.2 years  
2 – 3 years  (N=96) 1.7 years  
4 – 5 years  (N=100) 3.2 years  
6 – 10 years  (N=251) 4.3 years  
11 – 20 years  (N=429) 4.3 years  
21 – 30 years  (N=335) 4.4 years  

31 or more years  (N=551) 4.6 years  
Overall Average (N=1,806) 4.0 years  

 
 
 
Table 6. Percent of years pheasant hunting in South Dakota during the past years 
(2002 – 1998) by hunters with various levels of South Dakota pheasant hunting 
experience (2003). 

Years Hunting Pheasants in SD During 2002 – 1998  Levels of S.D. Pheasant 
Hunting Experience 0 1 2 3 4 5 

1 year  (N=44) 77.3% 22.7%   0.0%   0.0%   0.0%   0.0% 
2 – 3 years  (N=96) 12.5% 25.0% 45.8% 13.5%   2.1%   1.0% 
4 – 5 years  (N=100) 12.0%   4.0% 11.0% 23.0% 21.0% 29.0% 
6 – 10 years  (N=251)   4.4%   5.6%   4.0%   5.6%   6.0% 74.5% 
11 – 20 years  (N=429)   4.7%   4.2%   4.0%   6.8%   8.2% 72.3% 
21 – 30 years  (N=335)   6.0%   0.9%   4.2%   4.5%   4.2% 80.3% 
31 or more years  (N=551)   3.4%   1.3%   3.3%   2.5%   3.2% 86.0% 
Average (N=1,806)   7.1%   4.4%   6.3%   6.0%   5.9% 70.3% 

 

Average for 6 or more 
years  (N=1566) 

 
  4.5% 

 
  2.7% 

 
  3.8% 

 
  4.6% 

 
  5.3% 

 
79.2% 
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Reasons for Not Pheasant Hunting Some Years – Resident Hunters 
 
Table 7-A.  Reasons for not hunting pheasants in South Dakota for ALL five years 
during the period 2002 – 1998 (2003) 
Reason Mean1 95% C.I. Number 
was too busy to go pheasant hunting some years 1.34 1.24 – 1.44 530 
did not have a good place to go pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
1.25 

 
1.15 – 1.36 

 
529 

work obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
1.20 

 
1.10 – 1.31 

 
527 

some years the pheasant populations were too low 
to go pheasant hunting 

 
0.99 

 
0.89 – 1.10 

 
525 

felt that it was too crowded to go pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
0.77 

 
0.67 – 0.86 

 
520 

did not have someone to go pheasant hunting with 
some years 

 
0.68 

 
0.60 – 0.77 

 
519 

was not living in South Dakota at the time 0.63 0.53 – 0.73 531 
family obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
0.63 

 
0.55 – 0.72 

 
512 

too expensive to pheasant hunt every year 0.54 0.45 – 0.62 517 
did not have a hunting dog to go pheasant hunter 
some years 

 
0.38 

 
0.31 – 0.45 

 
510 

school obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
0.32 

 
0.25 – 0.40 

 
514 

illness/injury kept me from going pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
0.31 

 
0.24 – 0.38 

 
516 

was not old enough 0.12 0.08 – 0.17 516 
was under license revocation 0.00 0.00 – 0.01 508 
1Responses coded as: Very Important =3; Moderately Important =2; Slightly Important =1;  
 Not Important =0 
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Table 7-B. Reasons for not hunting pheasants in South Dakota for ALL five years 
during the period 2002 – 1998 (2003). 

Importance of Reason Reason for not pheasant hunting in South 
Dakota every year from 1998 – 20021 

Not Slightly Moderately Very 

was too busy to go pheasant hunting some years 38.1% 13.4% 24.7% 23.8% 
did not have a good place to go pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
45.0% 

 
  9.6% 

 
20.4% 

 
25.0% 

work obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
44.4% 

 
14.0% 

 
18.6% 

 
23.0% 

some years the pheasant populations were too 
low to go pheasant hunting 

 
53.1% 

 
12.8% 

 
15.6% 

 
18.5% 

felt that it was too crowded to go pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
60.8% 

 
14.8% 

 
11.5% 

 
12.9% 

did not have someone to go pheasant hunting 
with some years 

 
62.2% 

 
16.2% 

 
12.7% 

 
  8.9% 

was not living in South Dakota at the time 77.0%   1.7%   2.6% 18.6% 
family obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
66.6% 

 
12.5% 

 
11.7% 

 
  9.2% 

too expensive to pheasant hunt every year 71.2% 13.0%   7.0%   8.9% 
did not have a hunting dog to go pheasant 
hunter some years 

 
78.2% 

 
11.2% 

 
  4.7% 

 
  5.9% 

school obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
84.8% 

 
  3.7% 

 
  5.6% 

 
  5.8% 

illness/injury kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
85.9% 

 
  3.7% 

 
  4.3% 

 
  6.2% 

was not old enough 95.0%   0.8%   1.2%   3.1% 
was under license revocation 99.6%   0.4%   0.0%   0.0% 
1Arranged according to mean importance of the reason from most important to least 
important reason (see Table 7-A) 
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Table 8-A.  Reasons for not hunting pheasants in South Dakota for ALL five years 
during the period 2002 – 1998 for hunters with more than 5 years of pheasant hunting 
experience in South Dakota (2003). 
Reason Mean1 95% C.I. Number 
was too busy to go pheasant hunting some years 1.40 1.26 – 1.54 291 
did not have a good place to go pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
1.39 

 
1.25 – 1.54 

 
294 

some years the pheasant populations were too low 
to go pheasant hunting 

 
1.35 

 
1.20 – 1.49 

 
292 

work obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
1.28 

 
1.14 – 1.42 

 
291 

felt that it was too crowded to go pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
0.99 

 
0.85 – 1.13 

 
289 

did not have someone to go pheasant hunting with 
some years 

 
0.63 

 
0.52 – 0.74 

 
285 

family obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
0.62 

 
0.51 – 0.74 

 
282 

too expensive to pheasant hunt every year 0.58 0.46 – 0.69 284 
did not have a hunting dog to go pheasant hunter 
some years 

 
0.44 

 
0.34 – 0.54 

 
280 

illness/injury kept me from going pheasant hunting 
some years 

 
0.37 

 
0.26 – 0.47 

 
283 

was not living in South Dakota at the time 0.37 0.26 – 0.48 285 
school obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
0.25 

 
0.16 – 0.34 

 
280 

was not old enough 0.04 0.00 – 0.07 281 
was under license revocation 0.01 0.00 – 0.02 278 
1Responses coded as: Very Important =3; Moderately Important =2; Slightly Important =1;  
 Not Important =0 
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Table 8-B. Reasons for not hunting pheasants in South Dakota for ALL five years 
during the period 2002 – 1998 for hunters with more than 5 years of pheasant hunting 
experience in South Dakota (2003). 

Importance of Reason Reason for not pheasant hunting in South 
Dakota every year from 1998 – 20021 Not Slightly Moderately Very 

was too busy to go pheasant hunting some years 35.7% 15.1% 22.7% 26.5% 
did not have a good place to go pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
39.8% 

 
10.2% 

 
20.7% 

 
29.3% 

some years the pheasant populations were too 
low to go pheasant hunting 

 
38.4% 

 
14.0% 

 
22.3% 

 
25.3% 

work obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
40.9% 

 
14.4% 

 
20.3% 

 
24.4% 

felt that it was too crowded to go pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
51.6% 

 
16.3% 

 
13.8% 

 
18.3% 

did not have someone to go pheasant hunting 
with some years 

 
63.5% 

 
17.5% 

 
11.2% 

 
  7.7% 

family obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
67.0% 

 
13.1% 

 
10.3% 

 
  9.6% 

too expensive to pheasant hunt every year 68.3% 14.8%   7.7%   9.2% 
did not have a hunting dog to go pheasant 
hunter some years 

 
75.7% 

 
11.8% 

 
  5.4% 

 
  7.1% 

illness/injury kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
83.4% 

 
  3.9% 

 
  5.3% 

 
  7.4% 

was not living in South Dakota at the time 86.3%   1.4%   1.4% 10.9% 
school obligations kept me from going pheasant 
hunting some years 

 
88.9% 

 
  2.9% 

 
  2.5% 

 
  5.7% 

was not old enough 97.9%   1.1%   0.4%   0.7% 
was under license revocation 99.3%   0.7%   0.0%   0.0% 
1Arranged according to mean importance of the reason from most important to least 
important reason (see Table 8-A) 
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Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season 
 
Table 9. The 2003 Youth Pheasant Season was October 4-5.  Did you take a young 
hunter pheasant hunting during the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season? 
Response – Take a young hunter pheasant hunting 
during the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

NO 1,747 91.1% 
YES    170    8.9%1 

Total 1,917 100% 
1Based on all license holders (Combination and Resident Small Game) this would be 
adjusted to 8.3%. 
 
 
Table 10. New for 2003 the Youth Pheasant Season was separated from the Early 
Resident-Only Pheasant Season by having the Youth Pheasant Season the weekend 
before the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  How strongly do you favor or oppose 
this change in the Youth Pheasant Season? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters   
Attitude à  Towards the 
Changes in the Youth 
Pheasant Season 

Did not 
participate in the 

2003 Youth 
Pheasant Season 

Took a young hunter 
pheasant hunting 

during the 2003 Youth 
Pheasant Season 

 
 

COMBINED  

Strongly Favor 39.7% 67.6% 42.3% 
Moderately Favor 16.1%   9.4% 15.5% 
Slightly Favor   8.0%   1.8%   7.4% 
Neutral / No Opinion 26.7% 17.1% 25.9% 
Slightly Oppose   2.8%   0.0%   2.5% 
Moderately Oppose   2.4%   1.8%   2.4% 
Strongly Oppose   4.1%   2.4%   4.0% 
NUMBER 1,716 170 1,8872 

MEAN1 1.39 2.13 1.46 
95% C.I. 1.31 – 1.47 1.90 – 2.36 1.38 – 1.54 
    

SUMMARIZED RESULTS  

FAVOR 63.9% 78.8% 65.2% 
NEUTRAL/NO OPINION 26.7% 17.1% 25.9% 
OPPOSE   9.4%   4.1%   8.9% 
1Scale: 3=Strongly Favor, 2=Moderately Favor, 1=Slightly Favor, 0=Neutral or No Opinion,  
 -1=Slightly Oppose, -2=Moderately Oppose, -3=Very Oppose 
2One respondent did not answer the filter question (Table 9) 
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Table 11. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to 
have a youth pheasant hunting opportunity? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters  Response – Should 
there continue to 
be a youth 
pheasant hunting 
opportunity? 

Did not 
participate in the 

2003 Youth 
Pheasant Season 

Took a young hunter 
pheasant hunting 

during the 2003 Youth 
Pheasant Season 

 
 

COMBINED  

NO   6.9%   2.4%   6.5% 
YES 84.9% 96.4% 86.0% 
NO OPINION   8.2%   1.2%   7.5% 
Total Number 1,740 169 1,9121 

1Three respondents did not answer the filter question (Table 9) 
 
 
 
 
Resident Evaluation of the 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season 
 
Table 12. The 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was October 11-13.  Did 
you hunt anytime during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season this year? 
Response – Did you hunt during the 2003 Resident-
Only Pheasant Season? 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

NO or don’t remember 1,404 72.6% 
YES    530 27.4% 
Total 1,934 100% 

 

 
If Yes, which days did you hunt? 

 
Number 

Percent of 
Cases 

Saturday – October 11, 2003 425   81.1% 
Sunday – October 12, 2003 365   69.7% 
Monday – October 13, 2003 128   24.4% 
Total Participants  5241 175.2% 

 

 
If Yes, how many days did you hunt? 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

1 211 40.3% 
2 232 44.3% 
3   81 15.5% 
Total   5241 100% 
Mean Number of Days Hunted  (95% C.I.) 1.75 1.69 – 1.81 
1Six hunters did not indicate which days they hunted during the 2003 Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
Note:  These percentage values are based on licensed hunters that have some pheasant hunting 
experience.  The numbers do not include licensed hunters that have never hunted pheasants. To 
adjust percentage values for ALL licensed hunters multiply by 97.6%. 
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Table 13. How many total pheasants did you shoot and retrieve during the 2003 
Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season (do not include any pheasants you shot during the 
regular pheasant season)? 
Number of pheasants shot during the 2003 Resident-Only 
Pheasant Season? 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

0 102 19.4% 
1   71 13.5% 
2   93 17.6% 
3   97 18.4% 
4   49   9.3% 
5   23   4.4% 
6   65 12.3% 
7     6   1.1% 
8     4   0.8% 
9   17   3.2% 
Total   5271 100% 
Mean Number of Pheasants Harvested per Hunter (95% C.I.) 2.80 2.60 – 3.00 
Mean Number of Pheasants Harvested per Day (95% C.I.) 1.56 1.46 – 1.67 
1Three hunters did not indicate the number of pheasants harvested during the 2003 Resident-Only Pheasant 
Season. 
 
 
 
Table 14. On average for the areas that you hunted during the 2003 Early Resident-
Only Pheasant Season, how would you rate the hunting conditions in terms of numbers of 
other hunters? 
Evaluation of Crowding Conditions during the 
2003 Resident-Only Pheasant Season?  (scale) 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

Just Right – Not Crowded  (0) 175 33.0% 
Slightly Crowded  (1) 144 27.2% 
Moderately Crowded  (2) 129 24.3% 
Very Crowded  (3)   68 12.8% 
No Opinion  (missing)   14   2.6% 
Total 530 100% 
Mean Evaluation  (95% C.I.) 1.17 1.08 – 1.26 
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Table 15. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the 2003 
Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters  Satisfaction with the 2003 Resident-
Only Pheasant Season  (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Satisfied  (+3) 156 29.4% 
Moderately Satisfied  (+2) 147 27.7% 
Slightly Satisfied  (+1)   80 15.1% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   53 10.0% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   41   7.7% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   32   6.0% 
Strongly Dissatisfied  (-3)   21   4.0% 
NUMBER 530 100% 
MEAN / 95% C.I. 1.27 1.12 – 1.42 
   

SUMMARIZED RESULTS  

SATISFIED 383 72.3% 
NEUTRAL/NO OPINION   53 10.0% 
DISSATISFIED   94 17.7% 
 
 
 
 
Table 16. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to 
have this Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters  Response – Should 
the Early Resident-
Only Pheasant 
Season continue? 

Did not participate 
in the Resident-Only  

Pheasant Season 

Did participate in 
the Resident-Only 
Pheasant Season 

 
 

COMBINED  

NO 17.6%   4.5% 14.0% 
YES 66.9% 91.5% 73.8% 
NO OPINION 15.5%   4.0% 12.3% 
Total Number 1,365 530 1,8981 

Chi-Square: X2=119.63; df=2; p<0.001 
1Three respondents did not answer the filter question (Table 12) 
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Evaluation of the 2003 South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season by 
Resident Hunters 
 
Table 17. Of those that had some pheasant hunting history (see Table 2), how many 
did some pheasant hunting in during the Regular Pheasant Season (October 18 – 
December 31, 2003)? 

License Type  Hunted Pheasants 
in 2003 Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

NO 15.9%   7.5% 12.6% 
YES 84.1% 92.5% 87.4% 
Number 1,204 771 1,980 
Chi-Square: X2=30.17; df=1; p<0.001 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
Note:  Including the Resident-Only Pheasant Season, Combination License holders, 
84.3% hunted pheasants in 2003, and Small Game License holders, 92.6% hunted 
pheasants in 2003 
 
 
Table 17-A.  Percent of total licensed hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular 
Pheasant Season.1 

License Type  Hunted Pheasants in 2003 in 
Regular Pheasant Season Combination Small Game 
YES 81.2% 90.8% 

 

License Type  Hunted Pheasants in 2003 
including both seasons2 

Combination Small Game 
YES 81.4% 90.9% 
1Calculated from information in Tables 2-A and 17. 
25.8% of the Combination License holders and 4.5% of the Small Game License holders 
that hunted during the 2003 Resident-only Pheasant Season did not hunt during 2003 
Regular Pheasant Seasons 
 
 
Table 17-B. Percent of licensed hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 by time period. 

License Type   
Time Period Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total 

October 11 – 13   27.0%   26.2%   26.7% 
October 18 – 31   81.0%   86.1%   83.1% 
November 1 – 30   69.3%   64.0%   67.2% 
December 1 – 31   57.0%   43.5%   51.5% 
Total Percent 234.3% 219.8% 228.5% 
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Table 18. Of those that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant Season (see 
Table 17), how many days did they hunt (see Appendix Table G). 

License Type  Mean Number of 
Day Hunted Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total 

October 18 – 31 3.39 3.11 3.28 
November 1 – 30 3.51 2.71 3.18 
December 1 – 31 2.47 1.83 2.21 
Total Days 9.37 7.65 8.67 
 
 
 
 
Table 19. Of those that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant Season (see 
Table 17), how many pheasants did they harvest. 

License Type  Mean Number of 
Pheasants Harvested Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total 

October 18 – 31 6.18 5.51 5.92 
November 1 – 30 5.53 3.88 4.86 
December 1 – 31 3.76 2.38 3.20 
Total Birds  15.47 11.77 13.98 
 
 
 
 
Table 20. Average number of pheasants harvested per day of hunting (2003) by 
resident hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant Season (calculated by 
dividing Table 19 by Table 18). 

License Type  Harvest Ratio per 
Day of Hunting Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total 

October 18 – 31 1.82 1.77 1.80 
November 1 – 30 1.58 1.43 1.52 
December 1 – 31 1.52 1.30 1.45 
Average Birds/Day 1.65 1.53 1.61 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 TABLES 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
 

 34 

 
 
Table 21.  Which county did you hunt for pheasants most often (resident – 2003)? 

Pheasant Hunting – 2003  
County Number Percent 
1. Minnehaha 61 3.6% 
2. Pennington 3 0.2% 
3. Brown 121 7.2% 
4. Beadle 74 4.4% 
5. Codington 40 2.4% 
6. Brookings 70 4.2% 
7. Yankton 35 2.1% 
8. Davison 36 2.1% 
9. Lawrence 0 0.0% 
10. Aurora 56 3.3% 
11. Bennett 11 0.7% 
12. Bon Homme 19 1.1% 
13. Brule 13 2.2% 
14. Buffalo 7 0.4% 
15. Butte 6 0.4% 
16. Campbell 14 0.8% 
17. Charles Mix 43 2.6% 
18. Clark 50 3.0% 
19. Clay 16 1.0% 
20. Corson 3 0.2% 
21. Custer 5 0.3% 
22. Day 23 1.4% 
23. Deuel 16 1.0% 
24. Dewey 9 0.5% 
25. Douglas 20 1.2% 
26. Edmunds  42 2.5% 
27. Fall River 9 0.5% 
28. Faulk 12 0.7% 
29. Grant 25 1.5% 
30. Gregory 15 0.9% 
31. Haakon 10 0.6% 
32. Hamlin 36 2.1% 
Table 21 Continued. 
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Table 21. Continued… Which county did you hunt for pheasants most often 
(resident – 2003)? 

Pheasant Hunting – 2003  
County Number Percent 
33. Hand 45 2.7% 
34. Hanson 15 0.9% 
35. Harding 5 0.3% 
36. Hughes 24 1.4% 
37. Hutchinson 28 1.7% 
38. Hyde 11 0.7% 
39. Jackson 5 0.3% 
40. Jerauld 18 1.1% 
41. Jones 8 0.5% 
42. Kingsbury 34 2.0% 
43. Lake 36 2.1% 
44. Lincoln 28 1.7% 
45. Lyman 51 3.0% 
46. McCook 26 1.6% 
47. McPherson 13 0.8% 
48. Marshall 10 0.6% 
49. Meade  1 0.1% 
50. Mellette 3 0.2% 
51. Miner 49 2.9% 
52. Moody 28 1.7% 
53. Perkins  17 1.0% 
54. Potter 21 1.3% 
55. Roberts 25 1.5% 
56. Sanborn 34 2.0% 
57. Spink 55 3.3% 
58. Stanley 9 0.5% 
59. Sully 32 1.9% 
60. Tripp 55 3.3% 
61. Turner 24 1.4% 
62. Union 16 1.0% 
63. Walworth 25 1.5% 
64. Ziebach 0 0.0% 
65. Shannon 0 0.0% 
67. Todd 2 0.1% 
Total 1,677 100% 
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Table 22. Percent of hunters that do most of their pheasant hunting in the county 
where they live (2003)? 

License Type  Hunt most often in 
county where they live Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total1 

NO 48.7% 52.6% 50.3% 
YES 51.3% 47.4% 49.7% 
Total Number 984 680 1,669 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 23. Type of land hunted by resident pheasant hunters in 2003. 

License Type 1  
Type of Land Hunted Combination Small Game 

Mean 
Total2 

Private – no fees 67.7% 66.2% 67.1% 
Road Rights-of-Ways 11.8% 14.0% 12.7% 
Public 10.1%   9.4%   9.8% 
Walk-In Areas   5.9%   5.1%   5.6% 
Private – fees   3.1%   4.3%   3.6% 
Shooting Preserves   1.6%   1.3%   1.5% 
Total Number 1,007 715 1,727 
1License types were statistically similar in the amount of hunting for all six land-types. 
2Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 23-A.  Average statistics for type of land hunted by resident pheasant hunters in 
2003. 

Average Statistics  
Type of Land Hunted Mean Std. Dev. Hunted 100% No Hunting 
Private – no fees 67.1% 37.48 36.2% 13.9% 
Road Rights-of-Ways 12.7% 24.50   2.6% 60.7% 
Public   9.8% 20.04   1.3% 65.1% 
Walk-In Areas   5.6% 14.06   0.3% 75.3% 
Private – fees   3.6% 16.23   0.6% 93.4% 
Shooting Preserves   1.5%   9.94   0.6% 96.1% 

Based on Number in Sample = 1,727 
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Table 23-B. Average statistics for type of land hunted by resident pheasant hunters in 
2003 compared with 20001. 

2003 2000  
Type of Land Hunted Mean 95% C.I. Mean 95% C.I. 
Private – no fees 67.1% 65.0% – 68.8% 62.1% 59.8% – 64.4% 
Road Rights-of-Ways 12.7% 11.5% – 13.9% 16.2% 14.6% – 17.7% 
Public   9.8%   8.9% – 10.8%   9.4%   8.2% – 10.5% 
Walk-In Areas   5.6%   4.9% – 6.3%   6.1%   5.3% – 7.0% 
Private – fees   3.6%   2.9% – 4.4%   4.5%   3.4% – 5.5% 
Shooting Preserves   1.5%   1.0% – 1.9%   1.3%   0.8% – 1.8% 
1The 2000 sample only uses the data from the Combination and Small Game Licenses (N=1,230). 
 
 
 
Table 24. Based on an average rating of all the areas you hunted, how would you 
rate this year’s (2003) pheasant numbers in those areas? 

License Type  Rating of Pheasant 
Abundance Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Very Abundant 12.9% 15.4% 13.9% 
Abundant 38.5% 35.2% 37.2% 
Average 34.8% 36.3% 35.4% 
Scarce   9.8%   9.5%   9.7% 
Very Scarce   3.8%   2.8%   3.4% 
No Opinion   0.3%   0.7%   0.5% 
Number 1,011 713 1,729 
Pearson chi-square (without “no opinion” category) X2= 4.61, df=4, p=0.329 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 25. Average rating of pheasant numbers comparing resident hunters in 2000 
with resident hunters in 2003. 

Year2 Rating of Pheasant 
Abundance1 (scale) 20003 2003 
Very Abundant (4) 10.6% 14.0% 
Abundant (3) 30.8% 37.4% 
Average (2) 38.7% 35.6% 
Scarce (1) 15.4%   9.7% 
Very Scarce (0)   4.5%   3.4% 
Number 1,227 1,721 
Mean 2.28 2.49 
95% C.I. 2.22 – 2.33 2.44 – 2.53 
1No Opinion category dropped for this comparison. 
2Chi-Square: X2=34.21; df=4; p<0.001 
3The 2000 sample only uses the data from the Combination and Small Game Licenses. 
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Table 26. Satisfaction with this year’s pheasant hunting:  Overall, considering your 
total pheasant hunting experiences for this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were 
you? 

License Type   
Satisfaction – 2003 (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Very Satisfied (+3) 32.5% 33.2% 32.8% 
Moderately Satisfied (+2) 35.3% 31.9% 33.9% 
Slightly Satisfied (+1) 13.0% 15.1% 14.0% 
Neutral/No Opinion (0)   7.1%   6.6%   6.9% 
Slightly Dissatisfied (-1)   6.4%   8.5%   7.3% 
Moderately Dissatisfied (-2)   2.6%   2.4%   2.5% 
Very Dissatisfied (-3)   3.1%   2.2%   2.7% 
Number 1,012 714 1,731 
Mean 1.60 1.59 1.60 
95% C. I. 1.51 – 1.70 1.47 – 1.70 1.53 – 1.67 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
SATISFIED 80.8% 80.3% 80.6% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   7.1%   6.6%   6.9% 
DISSATISFIED 12.1% 13.2% 12.5% 
Ratio: Satisfied : Dissatisfied 6.7 to 1 6.1 to 1 6.5 to 1 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 27. Satisfaction with 2000 and 2003 pheasant hunting.  

Year1  
Satisfaction – 2003 (scale) 2000 2003 
Very Satisfied (+3) 24.7% 32.8% 
Moderately Satisfied (+2) 25.3% 33.9% 
Slightly Satisfied (+1) 11.7% 14.0% 
Neutral/No Opinion (0) 23.3%   6.9% 
Slightly Dissatisfied (-1)   7.6%   7.3% 
Moderately Dissatisfied (-2)   3.2%   2.5% 
Very Dissatisfied (-3)   4.1%   2.7% 
Number 1,347 1,731 
Mean 1.10 1.60 
95% C. I. 1.01 – 1.19 1.53 – 1.67 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS2 

SATISFIED 61.8% 80.6% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION 23.3%   6.9% 
DISSATISFIED 14.9% 12.5% 
Ratio: Satisfied : Dissatisfied 4.1 to 1 6.5 to 1 
1The 2000 sample only uses the data from the Combination and Small Game Licenses. 
2Chi-Square: X2=186.12; df=2; p<0.001 
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Table 28. Difficulty of finding good places to pheasant hunt in 2003 compared to 
previous years: Compared to all your previous years of pheasant hunting experience in 
South Dakota, how easy or difficult was it to find good places to pheasant hunt this year 
(2003)? 

License Type  Evaluation of finding good places 
to pheasant hunt – 2003 (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Very Easy (+3) 16.9% 15.4% 16.2% 
Moderately Easy (+2) 15.3% 15.7% 15.5% 
Slightly Easy (+1)   7.6%   7.0%   7.3% 
Average (0) 26.9% 26.9% 26.9% 
Slightly Difficult (-1) 10.1% 11.2% 10.5% 
Moderately Difficult (-2)   9.8%   8.4%   9.2% 
Very Difficult (-3)   9.2%   9.4%   9.4% 
No Opinion (missing)   4.2%   5.9%   4.9% 
Number 1,012 713 1,730 
Chi-square: X2=4.47; df=7; p=0.724 
Mean 0.33 0.30 0.31 
95% C. I. 0.21 – 0.45 0.16 – 0.44 0.22 – 0.45 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 29. Relationship between the rating of difficulty of finding good places to 
pheasant hunt in 2003 and hunters’ years of previous pheasant hunting experience. 
Years of Pheasant Hunting Experience Mean Rating1 95% C.I. Number 
2 – 3 years  0.73 0.30 – 1.17 64 
4 – 5 years  0.69 0.31 – 1.06 80 
6 – 10 years  0.32 0.08 – 0.56 209 
11 – 20 years  0.35 0.17 – 0.54 355 
21 – 30 years  0.23 0.01 – 0.45 293 
31+ years  0.24 0.06 – 0.43 478 
ANOVA: F=1.54; df=5/1,473; p=0.173 
1See Table 28 for the scale values used. 
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Importance of Pheasant Hunting – Resident Hunters 
 
Table 30. Importance of pheasant hunting (2003): how important is pheasant 
hunting to you in relation to all your other types of recreation, including other types of 
hunting? 

License Type  Importance of  Pheasant 
Hunting (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Most important (4) 10.5% 12.0% 11.1% 
Very important (3) 35.9% 30.1% 33.6% 
Moderately important (2) 31.1% 33.6% 32.2% 
Slightly important (1) 16.0% 16.6% 16.2% 
Not important (0)   5.6%   5.3%   5.4% 
No Opinion (missing)   0.9%   2.4%   1.5% 
Number 1,202 777 1,984 
Pearson chi-square: X2= 14.08; df=5; p=0.015 
Mean 2.30 2.28 2.29 
95% C. I. 2.24 – 2.36 2.20 – 2.35 2.25 – 2.34 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Table 31. Relationship between the importance of pheasant hunting and commitment 
to pheasant hunting (measured by the mean number of years hunted during 1998 – 2002) 
for hunters with more than five years of pheasant hunting experience. 
Importance of Pheasant Hunting Mean Years 1 95% C.I. Number 
Not Important 3.3 2.8 – 3.8   67 
Slightly Important 3.9 3.7 – 4.1 228 
Moderately Important 4.4 4.2 – 4.5 498 
Very Important 4.7 4.6 – 4.8 551 
Most Important 4.9 4.8 – 5.0 193 
ANOVA: F=35.95; df=4/1,532; p<0.001 
1Number of years pheasant hunting for the 5-year period 1998 – 2002. 
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Table 32. Considering all of your other wildlife-oriented activities, how many 
substitutes do you have for pheasant hunting?  In other words, if you could not 
participate in deer hunting, how many other different wildlife-oriented activities are there 
that you enjoy doing just as much or more?   

20031  
substitutes for pheasant hunting  (score) Number Percent 
I have no substitutes for pheasant hunting  (3)    258 13.0% 
I have only a few substitutes for pheasant hunting (2)    600 30.3% 
I have some substitutes for pheasant hunting  (1)    713 36.0% 
I have many substitutes for pheasant hunting  (0)    336 17.0% 
No opinion  (0)      73    3.7% 
Number 1,980 100% 
Mean 1.36 
95% C.I. 1.32 – 1.40 
1Combination and Small Game Licenses combined (due to similarity in importance, see Table 30) 
 
 
 
 
Table 33. Relationship between the importance of pheasant hunting and relative 
amount of substitutes for pheasant hunting. 
substitutes for pheasant hunting   Mean Importance  95% C.I. 
I have no substitutes for pheasant hunting   2.76 2.64 – 2.88 
I have only a few substitutes for pheasant hunting  2.60 2.53 – 2.68 
I have some substitutes for pheasant hunting   2.23 2.17 – 2.30 
I have many substitutes for pheasant hunting   1.64 1.52 – 1.75 
No opinion   1.48 1.19 – 1.78 
ANOVA: F=78.59; df=4/1,944; p<0.001 
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Table 34. If you could never go pheasant hunting again, what one wildlife-oriented 
activity would you likely do instead?  Please be as specific as possible (for example, 
duck hunting, grouse hunting, deer hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, etc.).  

2003 wildlife-oriented activities –  
substitutes for deer hunting   Combination Small Game Total1 

Deer hunting 35.4% 40.2% 37.3% 
Fishing 30.6% 29.1% 30.0% 
Duck hunting 16.5% 12.7% 15.1% 
Goose hunting   6.6%   5.9%   6.3% 
Grouse hunting   4.0%   3.6%   3.9% 
Wildlife viewing/photography   1.1%   3.5%   2.0% 
Elk hunting   2.2%   0.9%   1.7% 
other – non-wildlife activities   1.7%   1.3%   1.6% 
Varmint hunting   1.1%   1.3%   1.2% 
Turkey hunting   0.4%   1.1%   0.7% 
Antelope hunting   0.3%   0.1%   0.3% 
Number 1,174 741 1,919 
Chi-square: X2=29.27; df=10;  p=0.001  
1Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Table 35. Is the one activity that you listed above (see Table 34) a substitute that 
would give you the same level of satisfaction or benefit that you get from pheasant 
hunting?  

2003 substitute is equally or more 
satisfying than deer hunting (scale) Combination Small Game Total1 

Definitely No  (-2) 11.7% 12.3% 11.9% 
Probably No  (-1) 22.1% 23.4% 22.7% 
Probably Yes  (1) 29.4% 30.4% 29.8% 
Definitely Yes  (2) 33.6% 28.3% 31.5% 
No Opinion    (0)   3.1%   5.6%   4.1% 
Number 1,175 756 1,935 
Mean 0.51 0.39 0.46 
95% C.I. 0.43 – 0.59 0.29 – 0.49 0.40 – 0.53 
Chi-square: X2=11.27; df=4;  p=0.024  
ANOVA: F=3.36; df=1 / 1,929;  p=0.067 
1Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
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Table 36-A. Evaluation of the listed substitutes for pheasant hunting (Table 34 
analyzed by Table 35). 

Evaluation of the Substitutes wildlife-oriented activities –  
substitutes for pheasant 
hunting  (N) 

Definitely 
NO 

Probably 
NO 

Probably 
YES 

Definitely 
YES 

No 
Opinion 

Deer hunting (712)   9.7% 19.7% 28.9% 37.4% 4.4% 
Fishing (571) 11.6% 25.0% 34.2% 26.3% 3.0% 
Duck hunting (285) 12.6% 24.6% 28.8% 31.6% 2.5% 
Goose hunting (121) 11.6% 24.0% 33.1% 28.9% 2.5% 
Grouse hunting (74) 24.3% 33.8% 21.6% 17.6% 2.7% 
Wildlife viewing/photography 
(39) 

 
15.4% 

 
25.6% 

 
30.8% 

 
25.6% 

 
2.6% 

Elk hunting (33)   6.1% 15.2% 21.2% 54.5% 3.0% 
other – non-wildlife activities 
(29) 

 
10.3% 

 
20.7% 

 
27.6% 

 
37.9% 

 
3.4% 

Varmint hunting (22)   9.1% 27.3% 13.6% 45.5% 4.5% 
Turkey hunting (12 16.7% 16.7% 41.7% 16.7% 8.3% 
Antelope hunting (5) 20.0% 20.0%   0.0% 60.0% 0.0% 
Chi-square: X2=67.16; df=40;  p=0.005 
 
 
 
 
Table 36-B. Evaluation of the listed substitutes for pheasant hunting (Table 34 
analyzed by Table 35). 

Evaluation of the listed substitutes for pheasant 
hunting 

wildlife-oriented activities –  
substitutes for pheasant hunting  
(N) Mean1 95% C.I. 
Deer hunting (712)  0.65   0.54 – 0.75 
Fishing (571)  0.39   0.27 – 0.50 
Duck hunting (285)  0.42   0.25 – 0.59 
Goose hunting (121)  0.44   0.18 – 0.69 
Grouse hunting (74) -0.26  -0.60 – 0.09 
Wildlife viewing/photography (39)  0.26  -0.22 – 0.74 
Elk hunting (33)  1.03   0.56 – 1.50 
other – non-wildlife activities (29)  0.62   0.07 – 1.17 
Varmint hunting (22)  0.59  -0.09 – 1.27 
Turkey hunting (12  0.25  -0.65 – 1.15 
Antelope hunting (5)  0.60 -1.82 –  3.02 
Overall Average  0.48 0.42 – 0.55 
ANOVA: F=3.97; df=1 / 1,892;  p<0.001 
1Scale: Definitely No =-2; Probably No =-1; No Opinion =0; Probably Yes =1; Definitely Yes =2 
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Motivations Related to Pheasant Hunting – Resident Hunters 
 
Tables 37A-37H. Reasons for enjoying 2003 pheasant hunting−  People like to 

hunt for many different reasons, please rate the importance of 
each reason for why you like to pheasant hunt in South Dakota. 

 
Table 37A.  Importance of reason: To bring meat home for food. 

Meat  
IMPORTANCE 

Combination Small Game Combined 
0 Not At All Important 13.6% 19.3% 15.8% 
1 15.1% 16.4% 15.5% 
2 15.4% 15.0% 15.2% 
3 18.0% 14.5% 16.7% 
4 17.2% 14.2% 16.0% 
5 10.8% 10.0% 10.5% 
6   4.3%   5.0%   4.6% 
7 Very Important   5.7%   5.5%   5.6% 
NUMBER 1,189 758 1,951 
MEAN1 2.88 2.66 2.79 
95% C. I. 2.77 – 2.99 2.51 – 2.81 2.71 – 2.88 
1ANOVA: F=5.59; df=1/1,945; p=0.018 
 
 
 
 
Table 37B. Importance of reason: To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty 

of the area. 
Nature  

IMPORTANCE 
Combination Small Game Combined 

0 Not At All Important   0.7%   0.9%   0.8% 
1   0.9%   1.2%   1.0% 
2   1.5%   2.2%   1.8% 
3   4.3%   5.5%   4.8% 
4   9.2% 10.8%   9.8% 
5 22.0% 22.6% 22.3% 
6 24.3% 23.2% 23.9% 
7 Very Important 37.1% 33.6% 35.6% 
NUMBER 1,191 766 1,961 
MEAN1 5.69 5.53 5.62 
95% C. I. 5.61 – 5.77 5.42 – 5.63 5.56 – 5.69 
1ANOVA: F=6.24; df=1/1,955; p=0.013 
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Table 37C.  Importance of reason: For the excitement that hunting provides, e.g., the 

feeling one gets when you see flush a pheasant, etc. 
Excitement  

IMPORTANCE 
Combination Small Game Combined 

0 Not At All Important   1.1%   1.8%   1.4% 
1   1.3%   1.2%   1.2% 
2   1.5%   2.7%   2.0% 
3   4.5%   5.6%   4.9% 
4 11.5% 10.3% 11.0% 
5 21.5% 22.8% 22.0% 
6 26.5% 25.4% 26.0% 
7 Very Important 32.1% 30.3% 31.4% 
NUMBER 1,189 769 1,962 
MEAN1 5.55 5.43 5.50 
95% C. I. 5.47 – 5.64 5.31 – 5.54 5.44 – 5.57 
1ANOVA: F=3.31; df=1/1,956; p=0.069 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 37D. Importance of reason: Enjoying the time spent with friends/family. 

Social  
IMPORTANCE 

Combination Small Game Combined 
0 Not At All Important   0.8%   0.7%   0.8% 
1   0.8%   0.4%   0.6% 
2   0.8%   1.6%   1.1% 
3   2.9%   3.0%   3.0% 
4   5.5%   7.2%   6.2% 
5 13.5% 14.1% 13.7% 
6 25.4% 23.8% 24.7% 
7 Very Important 50.2% 49.3% 49.9% 
NUMBER 1,191 768 1,963 
MEAN1 6.05 6.00 6.03 
95% C. I. 5.97 – 6.12 5.90 – 6.09 5.97 – 6.08 
1ANOVA: F=0.60; df=1/1,957; p=0.439 
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Table 37E.  Importance of reason: To demonstrate hunting skills and accomplishment. 

Domination  
IMPORTANCE 

Combination Small Game Combined 
0 Not At All Important   9.9%   9.9%   9.9% 
1   8.2%   9.1%   8.5% 
2 12.1% 11.8% 12.0% 
3 15.9% 16.4% 16.2% 
4 20.8% 18.9% 20.1% 
5 14.1% 15.8% 14.8% 
6 10.6% 10.3% 10.4% 
7 Very Important   8.4%   7.8%   8.2% 
NUMBER 1,191 760 1,955 
MEAN1 3.56 3.53 3.55 
95% C. I. 3.45 – 3.68 3.38 – 3.67 3.46 – 3.64 
1ANOVA: F=0.13; df=1/1,949; p=0.723 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 37F.  Importance of reason: For the challenges associated with pheasant 

hunting and dealing with the elements. 
Challenge  

IMPORTANCE 
Combination Small Game Combined 

0 Not At All Important   5.2%   5.9%   5.5% 
1   4.3%   5.2%   4.7% 
2   7.3%   8.1%   7.6% 
3 13.8% 13.8% 13.8% 
4 19.8% 19.4% 19.7% 
5 23.7% 22.3% 23.1% 
6 14.4% 13.5% 14.0% 
7 Very Important 11.5% 11.7% 11.6% 
NUMBER 1,187 762 1,953 
MEAN1 4.25 4.15 4.21 
95% C. I. 4.14 – 4.35 4.01 – 4.29 4.13 – 4.29 
1ANOVA: F=1.22; df=1/1,947; p=0.269 
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Table 37G. Importance of reason: To spend time alone in the field  

Solitude   
IMPORTANCE 

Combination Small Game Combined 
0 Not At All Important 12.7% 18.2% 14.9% 
1   9.2% 12.6% 10.5% 
2 11.8% 11.8% 11.8% 
3 13.6% 12.1% 13.0% 
4 15.7% 12.5% 14.5% 
5 14.8% 11.5% 13.5% 
6 10.0%   8.8%   9.5% 
7 Very Important 12.1% 12.5% 12.3% 
NUMBER 1,190 762 1,956 
MEAN1 3.55 3.20 3.42 
95% C. I. 3.43 – 3.68 3.03 – 3.37 3.31 – 3.52 
1ANOVA: F=11.12; df=1/1,950; p=0.001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 37H. Importance of reason: Enjoying the time and challenges of 

working with your hunting dog(s). 
Hunting Dogs  

IMPORTANCE 
Combination Small Game Combined 

0 Not At All Important 30.7% 39.5% 34.1% 
1   6.2%   6.7%   6.4% 
2   3.9%   6.3%   4.8% 
3   4.8%   6.7%   5.6% 
4   8.4%   7.6%   8.1% 
5 10.0%   7.8%   9.1% 
6 11.9%   6.7%   9.9% 
7 Very Important 24.0% 18.7% 22.0% 
NUMBER 1,175 747 1,925 
MEAN1 3.52 2.80 3.24 
95% C. I. 3.35 – 3.68 2.60 – 3.00 3.11 – 3.37 
1ANOVA: F=29.14; df=1/1,920; p<0.001 
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Table 38. Average rating of importance of reasons for liking pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota by 2003 resident pheasant hunters. 

RESIDENTS 
Rank Reason Mean 95% C.I. Number 

1 Social 6.03 5.97 – 6.08 1,963 
2 Nature 5.62 5.56 – 5.69 1,961 
3 Excitement 5.50 5.44 – 5.57 1,962 
4 Challenge 4.21 4.13 – 4.29 1,953 
5 Domination 3.55 3.46 – 3.64 1,955 
6 Solitude  3.42 3.31 – 3.52 1,956 
7 Hunting Dogs 3.24 3.11 – 3.37 1,925 
8 Meat 2.79 2.71 – 2.88 1,951 

 
 
 
Table 39. Main reason for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota by 2003 resident 
pheasant hunters − Overall, which statement best describes the most important reason for 
why you like South Dakota pheasant hunting. 
TOP REASON  Combination Small Game Combined 
Enjoying the time spent with 
friends/family.  (Social) 

 
40.9% 

 
46.6% 

 
43.1% 

To enjoy nature, the outdoors and 
the beauty of the area.  (Nature) 

 
22.8% 

 
20.7% 

 
21.9% 

For the excitement that hunting 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you flush a pheasant, etc.  
(Excitement) 

 
 

16.3% 

 
 

15.7% 

 
 

16.0% 

Enjoying the time and challenges 
of working with your hunting 
dog(s). (Hunting Dog) 

 
13.1% 

 
  9.4% 

 
11.6% 

To bring meat home for food.  
(Meat) 

 
  2.6% 

 
  2.0% 

 
  2.4% 

To spend time alone in the field.  
(Solitude) 

 
  1.9% 

 
  2.6% 

 
  2.2% 

For the challenges associated with 
pheasant hunting and dealing with 
the elements (Challenge) 

 
  1.6% 

 
  1.6% 

 
  1.6% 

To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment (Domination) 

 
  0.8% 

 
  1.6% 

 
  1.1% 

NUMBER 1,186 769 1,959 
1Pearson Chi-square: X2=13.94; df=7; p=0.052 
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Table 40. Summary of mean ratings of eight possible reasons for liking to pheasant 
hunt in South Dakota for each of the types of South Dakota resident pheasant hunters 
(2003). 

Types of Resident South Dakota Pheasant Hunters  
Ratings of 
Reasons  

Social Nature Excitement Hunting 
Dogs 

Meat Solitude Challenge Domination 

Social 6.54 5.75 5.77 5.64 5.19 4.17 5.48 5.73 
Nature  5.45 6.39 5.32 5.67 4.96 4.93 5.13 5.00 
Excitement 5.31 5.40 6.31 5.65 4.85 4.57 5.55 5.23 
Hunting Dog 2.67 2.83 2.95 6.62 2.30 2.88 4.33 3.20 
Meat 2.39 2.91 3.19 2.81 5.60 2.93 3.58 2.86 
Solitude  2.63 3.96 3.51 4.56 3.62 5.93 4.48 3.59 
Challenge  3.97 4.12 4.73 4.59 3.70 3.46 5.70 4.59 
Domination 3.40 3.42 4.03 3.60 3.17 2.51 4.94 4.95 
%  Sample  43.1% 21.9% 16.0% 11.6%   2.4%   2.2%   1.6%   1.1% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opinions about Non-Resident Hunters and the Future of Pheasant 
Hunting in S. D. – Resident Hunters 
 
Table 41. Degree of worry about finding good places to hunt pheasant by South 
Dakota 2003 resident pheasant hunters − In general, how worried are you about your 
ability to continue finding good places to go pheasant hunting in South Dakota in the 
future? 
Degree or Worry (scale) Combination Small Game Combined 
Not Worried (0) 16.4% 20.7% 18.0% 
Slightly Worried (1) 13.8% 13.8% 13.8% 
Moderately Worried (2) 25.2% 24.7% 25.0% 
Very Worried (3) 43.3% 39.4% 41.8% 
No Opinion (missing)   1.3%   1.4%   1.3% 
Number 1,189 774 1,967 
Mean 1.97 1.84 1.92 
95% C.I. 1.90 – 2.03 1.76 – 1.92 1.87 – 1.97 
Pearson Chi-square: X2=6.59; df=4; p=0.159 
ANOVA:  F=5.77; df=1/1,935; p=0.016 
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Table 42. Difficulty in finding good places to hunt pheasant by South Dakota 2003 
resident pheasant hunters − Do you ever think that t he current amount of difficulty in 
finding good places to pheasant hunt will cause you to quit pheasant hunting in the 
future? 
Degree or Difficulty (scale) Combination Small Game Combined 
Very Unlikely  (-3) 24.3% 23.0% 23.7% 
Moderately Unlikely  (-2)   7.9% 10.5%   8.9% 
Slightly Unlikely  (-1)   8.9%   9.2%   9.0% 
Don’t Know / No Opinion  (0) 12.0% 11.3% 11.7% 
Slightly Likely  (1) 16.1% 17.1% 16.6% 
Moderately Likely  (2) 13.3% 13.1% 13.2% 
Very Likely  (3) 17.5% 15.9% 17.0% 
Number 1,191 773 1,968 
Mean -0.02 -0.08 -0.04 
95% C.I. -0.15 – 0.10 -0.24 – 0.07 -0.14 – 0.06 
Pearson Chi-square: X2=5.11; df=6; p=0.530 
ANOVA:  F=0.36; df=1/1,962; p=0.547 
 
 
 
Table 43. Difficulty in finding good places to hunt pheasant by South Dakota 2003 
resident pheasant hunters − Do you ever think that the future amount of difficulty in 
finding good places to pheasant hunt will get to the point that it would cause you to quit 
pheasant hunting in the future? 
Degree or Difficulty (scale) Combination Small Game Combined 
Very Unlikely  (-3) 18.7% 19.7% 19.1% 
Moderately Unlikely  (-2)   8.6%   9.1%   8.8% 
Slightly Unlikely  (-1)   7.4%   7.9%   7.6% 
Don’t Know / No Opinion  (0)   9.6% 10.0%   9.7% 
Slightly Likely  (1) 15.8% 14.7% 15.4% 
Moderately Likely  (2) 17.1% 17.4% 17.2% 
Very Likely  (3) 22.7% 21.2% 22.2% 
Number 1,185 770 1,959 
Mean 0.37 0.28 0.34 
95% C.I. 0.25 – 0.50 0.12 – 0.43 0.24 – 0.44 
Pearson Chi-square: X2=1.48; df=6; p=0.961 
ANOVA:  F=0.89; df=1/1,953; p=0.346 
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Table 44. Non-resident pheasant hunting opportunities provide a significant 
economic benefit to South Dakota’s economy.  How would you describe the economic 
benefit(both direct and indirect) that you receive as a result of non-resident pheasant 
hunters? 

License Type  Economic Benefit Received 
(scale value) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Large benefit  (3) 13.3% 12.5% 12.9% 
Moderate benefit  (2) 13.8% 15.8% 14.6% 
Slight benefit  (1) 19.9% 20.8% 20.2% 
No benefit  (0) 34.6% 34.4% 34.5% 
Negative benefit  (-1)   7.6%   5.2%   6.8% 
No Opinion/Don’t Know (X) 10.8% 11.3% 11.0% 
Total Number 1,190 770 1,964 
Mean of Value Score  0.89 0.95 0.91 
95% C.I. 0.82 – 0.97 0.87 – 1.04 0.86 – 0.97 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=6.11; df=5; p=0.296 
ANOVA (comparing means): F=1.12; df=1/1,743; p=0.291 
1Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Table 45. Non-resident pheasant hunting also provides social benefits for some 
South Dakota resident hunters.  Do you normally do ANY pheasant hunting with… 

License Type (percent YES) Normally hunt with non-
resident … Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

family members  29.0% 31.0% 29.8% 
relatives 29.5% 31.2% 30.2% 
friends  39.9% 40.1% 40.0% 
Total Number 1,071 651 1,726 
Pearson chi-square (family members): ?2=0.39; df=1; p=0.205 
Pearson chi-square (relatives): ?2=0.48; df=1; p=0.247 
Pearson chi-square (friends): ?2=0.96; df=1; p=0.483 
1Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
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Table 46. Social benefits to resident pheasant hunters from non-resident pheasant 
hunting. 

License Type (percent YES)  
Number of social benefits1 

Combination Small Game 
 

Total2 

0 52.3% 48.8% 51.0% 
1 18.0% 21.5% 19.3% 
2   8.7%   8.1%   8.5% 
3 21.0% 21.5% 21.2% 
Total Number 1,071 651 1,726 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=3.67; df=3; p=0.299 
1Sum of the three possible social benefits listed in Table 45 
2Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
The following information proceeded the questions for the information in the following 
four Tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 47. Overall, how would you rate the situation of having 74,873 non-resident 
pheasant hunters compared to 70,821 resident pheasant hunters in 2002?  Would you 
classify this as a negative, neutral or positive situation? 

License Type  Impact of Nonresident 
Hunters (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Negative (-1) 47.8% 43.1% 46.0% 
Neutral (0) 32.1% 37.2% 34.0% 
Positive (1) 14.7% 13.2% 14.1% 
No Opinion (missing)   5.5%   6.6%   5.9% 
Total Number 1,185 759 1,949 
Mean of Value Score  -0.35 -0.32 -0.34 
95% C.I. -0.39 – -0.31 -0.37 – -0.27 -0.37 – -0.31 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=7.42; df=3; p=0.060 
ANOVA (comparing means): F=0.74; df=1/1,827; p=0.391 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 

Non-resident Issue (Questions 27 – 30): Over the past 4 to 5 years the numbers of non-
resident pheasant hunters in South Dakota have slightly increased while the numbers of 
resident pheasant hunters have slightly decreased to the point that in 2002 non-resident 
pheasant hunters (74,873) out-numbered resident pheasant hunters (70,821) for the first 
time.  On the positive side, non-resident pheasant hunters are important to South 
Dakota’s overall economy and the financial support of GFP programs.  On the other 
hand, it causes increased competition with resident pheasant hunters for good hunting 
spots.  Please answer the following set of questions based on this issue. 
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Table 48. How would you rate the impact of non-resident pheasant hunters on your 
ability to find good places to pheasant hunt? 

License Type  Impact of Nonresident 
Hunters (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

No Impact  (0) 23.1% 26.8% 24.4% 
Slight Impact  (1) 18.4% 18.8% 18.6% 
Moderate Impact  (2) 20.4% 17.0% 19.0% 
Very Great Impact  (3) 35.5% 34.9% 35.4% 
No Opinion / Don’t Know  (X)   2.6%   2.6%   2.6% 
Total Number 1,193 766 1,964 
Mean of Value Score  1.70 1.62 1.67 
95% C.I. 1,63 – 1.77 1.53 – 1.70 1.62 – 1.72 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=5.55; df=4; p=0.236 
ANOVA (comparing means): F=2.37; df=1/1,906; p=0.124 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
Table 49. The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season (October 11 – 13 for this year) 
was established to provide some extra pheasant hunting opportunity for South Dakota 
residents.  How would you rate this effort on a scale ranging from 0 (too little) to 5 (just 
right) to 10 (too much)?  

License Type  Rating of the Early Resident-
Only Pheasant Season (scale) Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

0 à  Too Little  (-5)   9.6%   9.9%   9.8% 
1     (-4)   5.8%   6.2%   6.0% 
2     (-3)   8.9%   7.3%   8.2% 
3     (-2) 11.9% 12.3% 11.9% 
4     (-1) 10.5% 10.3% 10.4% 
5 à  Just Right  (0) 37.8% 39.3% 38.5% 
6     (1)   3.8%   3.9%   3.9% 
7     (2)   4.3%   4.1%   4.2% 
8     (3)   1.6%   3.2%   2.2% 
9     (4)   1.3%   1.2%   1.3% 
10 à  Too Much  (5)   4.6%   2.3%   3.7% 
Total Number 1,066 689 1,760 
Mean of Value Score  -0.86 -0.93 -0.89 
95% C.I. -1.01 – -0.72 -1.10 – -0.76 -1.00 – -0.78 
ANOVA (comparing means): F=0.36; df=1/1,753; p=0.547 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
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Table 50. In general, do you think South Dakota residents should have additional 
(more than the current Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season) pheasant hunting 
opportunities where non-residents are excluded? 

License Type   
Response Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

NO 25.4% 26.8% 25.9% 
YES 57.0% 55.5% 56.4% 
UNDECIDED 17.7% 17.7% 17.7% 
Total Number 1,187 761 1,953 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=0.56; df=2; p=0.756 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Use of Hunting Dogs – Resident Hunters 
 
Table 51. Do you own and use a hunting dog(s) while pheasant hunting?  Which 
response best describes the majority of your pheasant hunting for this year (2003)? 

License Type   
Dog Use and Ownership Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with a 
dog(s) this year 

 
30.9% 

 
35.1% 

 
32.6% 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I normally 
hunted with other hunters who have dogs 

 
26.7% 

 
37.0% 

 
30.7% 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
  4.4% 

 
  3.9% 

 
  4.2% 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
38.0% 

 
24.0% 

 
32.5% 

Total Number 1,178 767 1,950 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=47.20; df=3; p<0.001 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
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Table 52. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean importance of pheasant hunting analyzed 
by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Importance  
(see Table 30 for scale) 

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
1.98 

 
1.90 – 2.06 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
2.24 

 
2.16 – 2.33 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
2.11 

 
1.87 – 2.36 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
2.69 

 
2.61 – 2.76 

ANOVA: F=53.14; df=3/1,906; p<0.001 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 53. Resident hunters’ frequency of pheasant hunting during the previous five 
years (1998 – 2002) analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Number of Years 
Pheasant Hunting from 

1998 to 2002 

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
4.08 

 
3.92 – 4.24 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
4.52 

 
4.41 – 4.64 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
3.62 

 
3.07 – 4.16 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
4.82 

 
4.75 – 4.89 

ANOVA: F=33.06; df=3/1,284; p<0.001 
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Table 54. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean number of days hunting during the 2003 
Regular Pheasant Season hunting analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Day Hunted – 
2003 Pheasant Season  

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
6.4 

 
5.8 – 7.0 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
6.9 

 
6.3 – 7.4 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
7.7 

 
5.8 – 9.7 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
12.2 

 
11.4 – 13.0 

ANOVA: F=60.60; df=3/1,677; p<0.001 
 
 
 
 
Table 55. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean number of pheasants harvested during 
the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season hunting analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Birds Harvested 
2003 Pheasant Season  

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
8.0 

 
7.1 – 8.7 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
11.9 

 
10.9 – 13.0 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
10.0 

 
7.5 – 12.4 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
20.9 

 
19.1 – 22.7 

ANOVA: F=65.71; df=3/1,675; p<0.001 
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Table 56. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean harvest rate (birds harvested per day) 
during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season hunting analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 
2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Harvest Rate – 
2003 Pheasant Season  

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
1.43 

 
1.34 – 1.52 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
1.97 

 
1.82 – 2.14 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
1.71 

 
1.38 – 2.03 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
1.78 

 
1.62 – 1.93 

ANOVA: F=9.23; df=3/1,652; p<0.001 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 57. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean satisfaction with the 2003 Regular 
Pheasant Season hunting analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Mean Satisfaction   
(see Table  26 for scale)  

 
95% C.I. 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with 
a dog(s) this year 

 
1.27 

 
1.12 – 1.41 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters who 
have dogs 

 
1.89 

 
1.79 – 2.00 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
1.20 

 
0.69 – 1.72 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
1.64 

 
1.52 – 1.76 

ANOVA: F=16.25; df=3/1,698; p<0.001 
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Table 58. Main reason for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota by 2003 resident 
pheasant hunters analyzed by use of hunting dogs in 2003. 
 
TOP REASON  

 
No Dogs  

Hunt 
With / Not 
Own Dogs 

Own Dogs 
/ Not Hunt 

With 

Own & 
Hunt 

With Dogs 
Enjoying the time spent with 
friends/family.  (Social) 

 
46.5% 

 
53.1% 

 
30.9% 

 
31.9% 

To enjoy nature, the outdoors and 
the beauty of the area.  (Nature) 

 
26.2% 

 
21.7% 

 
28.4% 

 
16.9% 

For the excitement that hunting 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you flush a pheasant, etc.  
(Excitement) 

 
 

16.3% 

 
 

19.3% 

 
 

16.0% 

 
 

12.8% 

Enjoying the time and challenges 
of working with your hunting 
dog(s). (Hunting Dog) 

 
  1.8% 

 
  1.2% 

 
  7.4% 

 
32.4% 

To bring meat home for food.  
(Meat) 

 
  3.7% 

 
  1.4% 

 
  6.2% 

 
  1.4% 

To spend time alone in the field.  
(Solitude) 

 
  3.1% 

 
  0.7% 

 
  6.2% 

 
  2.1% 

For the challenges associated with 
pheasant hunting and dealing with 
the elements (Challenge) 

 
  1.3% 

 
  1.7% 

 
  1.2% 

 
  1.8% 

To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment (Domination) 

 
  1.1% 

 
  1.0% 

 
  3.7% 

 
  0.6% 

NUMBER 621 591 81 623 
Pearson Chi-square: X2=429.88; df=21; p<0.001 
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Table 59. Resident pheasant hunters’ mean satisfaction with the 2003 Regular 
Pheasant Season hunting analyzed by hunters’ main reason for liking pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota. 
 
TOP REASON  

Mean Satisfaction   
(see Table  26 for scale)  

 
95% C.I. 

For the challenges associated with pheasant 
hunting and dealing with the elements 
(Challenge) 

 
2.00 

 
1.64 – 2.36 

To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment (Domination) 

 
1.78 

 
1.08 – 2.47 

Enjoying the time spent with friends/family.  
(Social) 

 
1.73 

 
1.62 – 1.83 

Enjoying the time and challenges of 
working with your hunting dog(s). 
(Hunting Dog) 

 
1.66 

 
1.46 – 1.86 

For the excitement that hunting provides, 
e.g., the feeling one gets when you flush a 
pheasant, etc.  (Excitement) 

 
1.53 

 
1.35 – 1.71 

To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the 
beauty of the area.  (Nature) 

 
1.43 

 
1.27 – 1.60 

To bring meat home for food.  (Meat) 1.15 0.62 – 1.68 
To spend time alone in the field.  (Solitude) 1.00 0.40 – 1.60 
ANOVA: F=3.03; df=3/1,696; p=0.004 
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Demographic Information - Residents  
 
Table 60. Gender of 2003 South Dakota resident pheasant hunters. 

License Type   
Gender Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

Male 95.0% 94.8% 95.0% 
Female   5.0%   5.2%   5.0% 
Total Number 1,228 788 2,021 
Pearson chi-square: ?2=0.06; df=1; p=0.814 
1Includes 5 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
 
 
 
 
Table 61. Age distribution of 2003 South Dakota resident pheasant hunters. 

License Type   
AGE CATEGORY Combination Small Game 

 
Total1 

16 – 17   0.4%   1.3%   0.8% 
18 – 20   3.4%   4.6%   3.9% 
21 – 24   4.8%   6.8%   5.6% 
25 – 29   7.2%   7.9%   7.4% 
30 – 34   9.2%   8.1%   8.8% 
35 – 39 10.2%   8.5%   9.5% 
40 – 44 13.2% 11.6% 12.6% 
45 – 49 15.9% 10.8% 13.9% 
50 – 54 14.5%   9.7% 12.6% 
55 – 59 11.2%   6.2%   9.2% 
60 – 64   6.7%   4.1%   5.7% 
65 – 69   2.5%   7.6%   4.5% 
70 – 74   0.6%   8.0%   3.5% 
75 – 79   0.1%   3.6%   1.5% 
80 – 84   0.1%   1.0%   0.5% 
85 – 89    0.0%   0.1%   0.1% 

Total Number 1,201 776 1,981 
Median Age 45.0 45.0 45.0 
Mean Age 43.7 46.1 44.6 
95% C.I. 43.0 – 44.4 44.9 – 47.3 44.0 – 45.3 
ANOVA (comparing means): F=13.62; df=1/1,975; p<0.001 
1Includes 4 questionnaires without ID numbers. 
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Table 62. Resident South Dakota pheasant hunters’ home county (2003). 
2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters   

COUNTY NUMBER PERCENT 
1. Minnehaha 365 18.0% 
2. Pennington 155 7.6% 
3. Brown 150 7.4% 
4. Beadle 57 2.8% 
5. Codington 113 5.6% 
6. Brookings 77 3.8% 
7. Yankton 57 2.8% 
8. Davison 60 3.0% 
9. Lawrence 51 2.5% 
10. Aurora 20 1.0% 
11. Bennett 6 0.3% 
12. Bon Homme 20 1.0% 
13. Brule 25 1.2% 
14. Buffalo 1 <0.1% 
15. Butte 9 0.4% 
16. Campbell 2 0.1% 
17. Charles Mix 32 1.6% 
18. Clark 19 0.9% 
19. Clay 24 1.2% 
20. Croson 3 0.1% 
21. Custer 17 0.8% 
22. Day 22 1.1% 
23. Deuel 16 0.8% 
24. Dewey 6 0.3% 
25. Douglas 17 0.8% 
26. Edmunds  17 0.8% 
27. Fall River 11 0.5% 
28. Faulk 5 0.2% 
29. Grant 39 1.9% 
30. Gregory 9 0.4% 
31. Haakon 4 0.2% 
32. Hamlin 26 1.3% 
33. Hand 14 0.7% 
34. Hanson 10 0.5% 
35. Harding 1 .1% 
36. Hughes 72 3.6% 
37. Hutchinson 26 1.3% 
38. Hyde 7 0.3% 
39. Jackson 4 0.2% 
40. Jerauld 4 0.2% 
Table continued on next page. 
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Table 62. Continued… Resident South Dakota pheasant hunters’ home county 
(2003). 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters   
COUNTY NUMBER PERCENT 
41. Jones 1 <0.1% 
42. Kingsbury 17 0.8% 
43. Lake 35 1.7% 
44. Lincoln 69 3.4% 
45. Lyman 13 0.6% 
46. McCook 13 0.6% 
47. McPherson 7 0.3% 
48. Marshall 15 0.7% 
49. Meade  35 1.7% 
50. Mellette 3 0.1% 
51. Miner 20 1.0% 
52. Moody 18 0.9% 
53. Perkins  3 0.1% 
54. Potter 10 0.5% 
55. Roberts 28 1.4% 
56. Sanborn 9 0.4% 
57. Spink 28 1.4% 
58. Stanley 6 0.3% 
59. Sully 10 0.5% 
60. Tripp 25 1.2% 
61. Turner 29 1.4% 
62. Union 30 1.5% 
63. Walworth 27 1.3% 
64. Ziebach 2 0.1% 
65. Shannon 0 0.0% 
67. Todd 2 0.1% 
   
TOTAL 2,028 100% 
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Table 63. Do you own land outside town/city? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters   
Own Land Outside Town/City? NUMBER PERCENT 
NO 1,346 66.4% 
YES    680 33.6% 
Total 2,026 100% 
If Yes: 
Mean Number of Acres 516 
95% C.I. 430 - 602 
Median Acres 160 
Range (acres) <1 – 15,000 
 
 
 
 
Table 64. Are you a farmer/rancher? 

2003 Resident Pheasant Hunters   
Farmer/Rancher? NUMBER PERCENT 
NO 1,602 80.0% 
YES – Part-time    223 11.1% 
YES – Full-time    178   8.9% 
Total 2,003 100% 
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Evaluation of the 2003 South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season by 
Nonresident Hunters 
 
Table 65. Of those that had some pheasant hunting history (see Table 2), how many 
did some pheasant hunting in during the Regular Pheasant Season (October 18 – 
December 31, 2003)? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003   
Hunted Pheasants in 2003 Number Percent 
NO      25   2.0% 
YES 1,203 98.0% 
Number 1,228 100% 
 
 
 
Table 65A.  Percent of total nonresident licensed hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 
Regular Pheasant Season.1 

Hunted Pheasants in 2003 in Regular 
Pheasant Season 

 
Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003  

YES 97.0% 
1Calculated from information in Table 2 and Table 59. 
 
 
 
Table 65B. Percent of licensed nonresident hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 by 
time period. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003   
Time Period Number Percent 
October 18 – 31    993   82.2% 
November 1 – 30    323   26.7% 
December 1 – 31    140   11.6% 
Total Percent 1,208 120.5% 
 
 
 
Table 66. Of those nonresidents that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant 
Season (see Table 59-B), how many days did they hunt (see Appendix Table G for 
frequencies). 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003  Mean Number of 
Day Hunted Mean 95% C.I. 
October 18 – 31 3.04 2.93 – 3.15 
November 1 – 30 0.99 0.88 – 1.09 
December 1 – 31 0.37 0.31 – 0.44 
Total Days 4.40 4.27 – 4.54 
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Table 67. Of those nonresidents that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant 
Season (see Table 59), how many pheasants did they harvest. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003  Mean Number of  
Pheasants Harvested Mean 95% C.I. 
October 18 – 31   7.66 7.35 – 7.98 
November 1 – 30   2.35 2.09 – 2.61 
December 1 – 31   0.95 0.76 – 1.13 
Total Birds  10.96 10.58 – 11.37 
 
 
 
Table 68. Average number of pheasants harvested per day of hunting (2003) by 
nonresident hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003 Regular Pheasant Season (calculated 
by dividing Table 61 by Table 60). 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters - 2003  Harvest Ratio per  
Day of Hunting Mean 
October 18 – 31 2.52 
November 1 – 30 2.37 
December 1 – 31 2.57 
Average Bird/Day 2.49 
 
 
 
 
Table 69. Based on an average rating of all the areas you hunted, how would you 
rate this year’s (2003) pheasant numbers in those areas? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003  Rating of Pheasant  
Abundance (scale) Number Percent 
Very Abundant  (4)    291 24.3% 
Abundant  (3)    531 44.3% 
Average  (2)    298 24.9% 
Scarce  (1)      58   4.8% 
Very Scarce  (0)      14   1.2% 
No Opinion  (missing)        7   0.6% 
Number 1,199 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 2.86 2.81 – 2.91 
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Table 70. Type of land hunted by nonresident pheasant hunters in 2003. 

Average Statistics – Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003  
Type of Land Hunted Mean 95% C.I. Hunted 100% No Hunting 
Private – no fees 42.9% 40.42 – 45.42 26.6% 44.5% 
Private – fees 36.3% 33.71 – 38.83 26.7% 57.8% 
Public   7.1% 6.04 – 8.14   1.1% 78.8% 
Road Rights-of-Ways   6.3% 5.32 – 7.20   1.1% 76.1% 
Walk-In Areas   5.5% 4.55 – 6.44   0.8% 83.6% 
Shooting Preserves   2.0% 1.29 – 2.65   1.0% 96.7% 

Based on Number in Sample = 1,204 
 
 
 
 
Table 71. Satisfaction with this year’s pheasant hunting:  Overall, considering your 
total pheasant hunting experiences for this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were 
you? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003   
Satisfaction – 2003 (scale) Number Percent 
Very Satisfied (+3)    664 55.3% 
Moderately Satisfied (+2)    352 29.3% 
Slightly Satisfied (+1)      89   7.4% 
Neutral/No Opinion (0)      26   2.2% 
Slightly Dissatisfied (-1)      40   3.3% 
Moderately Dissatisfied (-2)      17   1.4% 
Very Dissatisfied (-3)      13   1.1% 
Number 1,201 100% 
Mean / 95% C. I. 2.22 2.16 – 2.29 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
SATISFIED 1,105 92.0% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION      26   2.2% 
DISSATISFIED      70   5.8% 
Ratio: Satisfie d : Dissatisfied 15.8 to 1 
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Importance of and Motivations for Pheasant Hunting – Nonresident 
Hunters 
 
Table 72. Importance of pheasant hunting (2003): how important is pheasant 
hunting to you in relation to all your other types of recreation, including other types of 
hunting? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003  Importance of  Pheasant 
Hunting (scale) Number Percent 
Most important (4)    153 12.5% 
Very important (3)    527 43.0% 
Moderately important (2)    387 31.5% 
Slightly important (1)    118   9.6% 
Not important (0)      31   2.5% 
No Opinion (missing)      11   0.9% 
Number 1,227 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 2.54 2.49 – 2.59 
 
 
 
 
Tables 73A-73H. Reasons for enjoying 2003 pheasant hunting−  People like to 

hunt for many different reasons, please rate the importance of 
each reason for why you like to pheasant hunt in South Dakota. 

 
Table 73A.  Importance of reason: To bring meat home for food. 

Meat  
IMPORTANCE 

Number Percent 
0 Not At All Important    199 16.3% 
1    199 16.3% 
2    230 18.8% 
3    217 17.8% 
4    196 16.1% 
5    108   8.8% 
6      33   2.7% 
7 Very Important      39   3.2% 
Total 1,221 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 2.54 2.44 – 2.65 
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Table 73B. Importance of reason: To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty 

of the area. 
Nature  

IMPORTANCE 
Number Percent 

0 Not At All Important        4   0.3% 
1        3   0.2% 
2      11   0.9% 
3      55   4.5% 
4    131 10.7% 
5    302 24.8% 
6    314 25.7% 
7 Very Important    400 32.8% 
Total 1,220 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 5.66 5.59 – 5.73 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 73C.  Importance of reason: For the excitement that hunting provides, e.g., the 

feeling one gets when you see flush a pheasant, etc. 
Excitement  

IMPORTANCE 
Number Percent 

0 Not At All Important        3   0.2% 
1        6   0.5% 
2      13   1.1% 
3      29   2.4% 
4      94   7.7% 
5    244 19.9% 
6    355 28.9% 
7 Very Important    483 39.4% 
Total 1,227 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 5.89 5.82 – 5.96 
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Table 73D. Importance of reason: Enjoying the time spent with friends/family. 

Social  
IMPORTANCE 

Number Percent 
0 Not At All Important        4   0.3% 
1        3   0.2% 
2        8   0.7% 
3      22   1.8% 
4      55   4.5% 
5    149 12.2% 
6    336 27.5% 
7 Very Important    646 52.8% 
Total 1,223 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 6.20 6.14 – 6.27 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 73E.  Importance of reason: To demonstrate hunting skills and accomplishment. 

Domination  
IMPORTANCE 

Number Percent 
0 Not At All Important      95   7.8% 
1      94   7.7% 
2    130 10.6% 
3    234 19.1% 
4    258 21.1% 
5    217 17.7% 
6    113   9.2% 
7 Very Important      83   6.8% 
Total 1,224 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 3.62 3.52 – 3.73 
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Table 73F.  Importance of reason: For the challenges associated with pheasant 

hunting and dealing with the elements. 
Challenge  

IMPORTANCE 
Number Percent 

0 Not At All Important      41   3.4% 
1      44   3.6% 
2      64   5.3% 
3    146 12.0% 
4    234 19.2% 
5    322 26.4% 
6    211 17.3% 
7 Very Important    157 12.9% 
Total 1,219 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 4.53 4.43 – 4.63 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 73G. Importance of reason: To spend time alone in the field  

Solitude   
IMPORTANCE 

Number Percent 
0 Not At All Important    243 19.9% 
1    156 12.8% 
2    163 13.3% 
3    157 12.9% 
4    162 13.3% 
5    144 11.8% 
6    107   8.8% 
7 Very Important      89   7.3% 
Total 1,221 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 2.94 2.81 – 3.06 
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Table 73H. Importance of reason: Enjoying the time and challenges of 

working with your hunting dog(s). 
Hunting Dogs  

IMPORTANCE 
Number Percent 

0 Not At All Important    217 17.9% 
1      72   5.9% 
2      66   5.5% 
3      80   6.6% 
4    107   8.8% 
5    117   9.7% 
6    172 14.2% 
7 Very Important    380 31.4% 
Total 1,211 100% 
MEAN / 95% C. I. 4.25 4.10 – 4.40 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 74. Average rating of importance of reasons for liking pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota by 2003 nonresident pheasant hunters. 

NONRESIDENTS 
Rank Reason Mean 95% C.I. Number 

1 Social 6.20 6.14 – 6.27 1,223 
2 Excitement 5.89 5.82 – 5.96 1,227 
3 Nature 5.66 5.59 – 5.73 1,220 
4 Challenge 4.53 4.43 – 4.63 1,219 
5 Hunting Dogs 4.25 4.10 – 4.40 1,211 
6 Domination 3.62 3.52 – 3.73 1,224 
7 Solitude  2.94 2.81 – 3.06 1,221 
8 Meat 2.54 2.44 – 2.65 1,220 
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Table 75. Main reason for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota by 2003 
nonresident pheasant hunters − Overall, which statement best describes the most 
important reason for why you like South Dakota pheasant hunting. 

Nonresident Pheasant 
Hunters – 2003  

 
TOP REASON  

Number Percent 
Enjoying the time spent with friends/family.  (Social)    525 43.3% 
For the excitement that hunting provides, e.g., the 
feeling one gets when you flush a pheasant, etc.  
(Excitement) 

 
   278 

 
22.9% 

To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty of the 
area.  (Nature) 

 
   185 

 
15.3% 

Enjoying the time and challenges of working with 
your hunting dog(s). (Hunting Dog) 

 
   174 

 
14.3% 

For the challenges associated with pheasant hunting 
and dealing with the elements (Challenge) 

 
     30 

 
  2.5% 

To demonstrate hunting skills and accomplishment 
(Domination) 

 
     10 

 
  0.8% 

To spend time alone in the field.  (Solitude)       6   0.5% 
To bring meat home for food.  (Meat)       5   0.4% 
Total 1,213 100% 
 
 
 
 
Table 76. Summary of mean ratings of eight possible reasons for liking to pheasant 
hunt in South Dakota for each of the types of South Dakota nonresident pheasant hunters 
(2003). 

Types of nonresident South Dakota Pheasant Hunters  
Ratings of 
Reasons  

Social Excitement Nature Hunting 
Dogs 

Challenge Domination Solitude Meat 

Social 6.58 5.96 6.18 5.74 6.07 5.60 3.17 6.00 
Excitement 5.61 6.45 5.88 5.84 5.77 6.40 6.17 6.20 
Nature  5.49 5.56 6.53 5.53 5.37 5.40 5.83 6.00 
Hunting Dog 3.61 3.97 3.89 6.82 4.90 4.60 4.00 5.00 
Challenge  4.22 4.84 4.53 4.74 5.87 4.90 5.50 4.20 
Domination 3.50 3.82 3.46 3.78 4.07 4.00 3.33 4.20 
Solitude  2.42 2.76 3.52 4.01 3.23 2.50 6.83 3.20 
Meat 2.33 2.60 2.64 2.84 2.83 2.70 2.83 5.60 
%  Sample  43.3% 22.9% 15.3% 14.3% 2.5% 0.8% 0.5% 0.4% 
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Nonresident Attitudes towards Resident-Only Pheasant  
Hunting Benefits 
 
The following information was presented in the questionnaire proceeding the questions 
about resident-only pheasant hunting benefits: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 77. Do you think that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season affected your 
enjoyment of hunting (by making the birds wilder or by reducing the number of birds) 
during the regular pheasant season? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 
2003  

 
Impact of the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 
Season…   (scale) Number Percent 
no impact on my hunting enjoyment  (0)    624 52.5% 
slightly reduced my hunting enjoyment  (1)    179 15.1% 
moderately reduced my hunting enjoyment  (2)    132 11.1% 
greatly reduced my hunting enjoyment  (3)      99   8.3% 
no opinion  (missing)    154 13.0% 
Number 1,188 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 0.72 0.65 – 0.78 
 
 
 
Table 78. In general, do you think South Dakota residents should have additional 
pheasant hunting opportunities (such as the current Early Resident-Only Pheasant 
Season) where non-residents are excluded? 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 
2003  

Should South Dakota residents have 
additional resident-only pheasant hunting 
opportunities? Number Percent 
NO    489 41.3% 
YES    304 25.7% 
UNDECIDED    392 33.1% 
Number 1,185 100% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was a 3-day season (Saturday – 
Monday, October 11-13) the week before the regular season opener.  This season 
started at noon each day and was for public land and Walk-In Areas only. 
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Nonresident Pheasant Hunters’ Social Ties to South Dakota 
 
Table 79. Did you do any of your pheasant hunting this year (2003) with… 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003   
Nonresidents hunting with… Percent Yes 
South Dakota resident relatives 19.1% 
South Dakota resident friends  59.0% 
Total Number 1,203 
  

Number of social benefits1 Number Percent 
0    417 34.7% 
1    632 52.5% 
2    154 12.8% 
Total  1,203 100% 
Mean / 95% C. I. 0.76 0.72 – 0.79 
 
 
 
Table 80. Nonresident pheasant hunters’ social ties to South Dakota. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003  
NO YES 

 
Social connections to South Dakota… 

Number Percent Number Percent 
Have you ever lived in South Dakota? 1,071 86.2% 171 13.8% 
     

Do you have relatives who live in S.D.?    918 74.0% 323 26.0% 
     

Do you have friends who live in S.D.?    349 28.1% 892 71.9% 
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Use of Hunting Dogs – Nonresident Hunters 
 
Table 81. Do you own and use a hunting dog(s) while pheasant hunting?  Which 
response best describes the majority of your pheasant hunting for this year (2003)? 

Nonresident Pheasant 
Hunters – 2003  

 
Dog Use and Ownership 

Number Percent 
I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with a dog(s) this year    144 12.0% 
I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I normally hunted with other 
hunters who have dogs 

 
   534 

 
44.5% 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt pheasants with a 
dog(s) this year 

 
     51 

 
  4.3% 

Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted pheasants with a 
dog(s) this year 

 
   470 

 
39.2% 

Total  1,199 100% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demographic Information - Nonresidents 
 
Table 82. Gender of 2003 South Dakota nonresident pheasant hunters. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003   
Gender Number Percent 
Male 1,218 98.1% 
Female      23   1.9% 
Total  1,241 100% 
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Table 83. Age distribution of 2003 South Dakota nonresident pheasant hunters. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003   
AGE CATEGORY Number Percent 

12 - 15        3   0.2% 
16 – 17        6   0.5% 
18 – 20      15   1.2% 
21 – 24      20   1.6% 
25 – 29      61   4.9% 
30 – 34    103   8.3% 
35 – 39    117   9.5% 
40 – 44    173 14.0% 
45 – 49    179 14.5% 
50 – 54    160 12.9% 
55 – 59    151 12.2% 
60 – 64    120   9.7% 
65 – 69      72   5.8% 
70 – 74      32   2.6% 
75 – 79      17   1.4% 
80 – 84        6   0.5% 
85 – 89         2   0.2% 

Total  1,237 100% 
Median Age 48.0  
Mean Age / 95% C. I. 47.8 46.1 – 48.5 
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Table 84. States represented in the sample of 2003 South Dakota nonresident 
pheasant hunters. 

Nonresident Pheasant Hunters – 2003  
State Number Percent State Number Percent 
AK 10   0.8% NC 9   0.7% 
AL 16   1.3% ND 20   1.6% 
AR 20   1.6% NE 41   3.3% 
AZ 11   0.9% NJ 1   0.1% 
CA 34   2.7% NV 7   0.6% 
CO 66   5.3% NY 2   0.2% 
CT 2   0.2% OH 20   1.6% 
FL 12   1.0% OK 19   1.5% 
GA 26   2.1% OR 6   0.5% 
IA 38   3.0% PA 10   0.8% 
ID 4   0.3% RI 3   0.2% 
IL 43   3.5% SC 7   0.6% 
IN 21   1.7% SD 1   0.1% 
KS 40   3.2% TN 27   2.2% 
KY 14   1.1% TX 40   3.2% 
LA 4   0.3% UT 14   1.1% 
MA 1   0.1% VA 5   0.4% 
MD 6   0.5% VT 1   0.1% 
MI 60   4.8% WA 16   1.3% 
MN 376 30.2% WI 103   8.3% 
MO 61   4.9% WV 1   0.1% 
MS 9   0.7% WY 8   0.6% 
MT 11   0.9%    

   Total  1,246 100% 
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Comparing Resident and Nonresident 2003 Pheasant Hunters 
 
Table 85. Number of days hunted, bird harvested and average number of birds 
harvested per day during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season comparing residents and 
nonresident. 

Days Hunted Birds Harvested  
Season Periods  Residents Nonresidents Residents Nonresidents 
October 18 – 31 3.28 3.04 5.92   7.66 
November 1 – 30 3.18 0.99 4.86   2.35 
December 1 – 31 2.21 0.37 3.20   0.95 
Total Days/Birds  8.67 4.41 13.98 10.97 
95% C.I. 8.27 – 9.08 4.27 – 4.54 13.19 – 14.78 10.58 – 11.37 

 

Average Number Birds Harvested per Day  
Season Periods  Residents Nonresidents 
October 18 – 31 1.80 2.52 
November 1 – 30 1.52 2.37 
December 1 – 31 1.45 2.57 
Total Days/Birds  1.61 2.49 
 
 
 
 
Table 86. Average rating of pheasant numbers comparing resident and nonresident 
hunters for the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season. 

2003 Regular Pheasant Season Rating of Pheasant 
Abundance (scale) Resident Hunters  Nonresident Hunters  
Very Abundant (4) 13.9% 24.3% 
Abundant (3) 37.2% 44.3% 
Average (2) 35.4% 24.9% 
Scarce (1)   9.7%   4.8% 
Very Scarce (0)   3.4%   1.2% 
No Opinion (missing)   0.5%   0.6% 
total Number 1,729 1,199 
Mean 2.28 2.86 
95% C.I. 2.22 – 2.33 2.81 – 2.91 
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Table 87. Type of land hunted by resident and nonresident pheasant hunters during 
the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season. 

Resident Hunters  
(N=1,727) 

Nonresident Hunters 
(N=1,204) 

 
Type of Land Hunted 

Mean 95% C.I. Mean 95% C.I. 
Private – no fees 67.1% 65.0 – 68.8 42.9% 40.42 – 45.42 
Road Rights-of-Ways 12.7% 11.5 – 13.9   6.3% 5.32 – 7.20 
Public   9.8%   8.9 – 10.8   7.1% 6.04 – 8.14 
Walk-In Areas   5.6%   4.9 – 6.3   5.5% 4.55 – 6.44 
Private – fees   3.6%   2.9 – 4.4 36.3% 33.71 – 38.83 
Shooting Preserves   1.5%   1.0 – 1.9   2.0% 1.29 – 2.65 
 
 
 
 
Table 88. Satisfaction with 2003 Regular Pheasant Season comparing resident and 
nonresident hunters.  

2003 Regular Pheasant Season  
Satisfaction – 2003 (scale) Resident Hunters  Nonresident Hunters  
Very Satisfied (+3) 32.8% 55.3% 
Moderately Satisfied (+2) 33.9% 29.3% 
Slightly Satisfied (+1) 14.0%   7.4% 
Neutral/No Opinion (0)   6.9%   2.2% 
Slightly Dissatisfied (-1)   7.3%   3.3% 
Moderately Dissatisfied (-2)   2.5%   1.4% 
Very Dissatisfied (-3)   2.7%   1.1% 
Total Number 1,731 1,201 
Mean 1.60 2.22 
95% C. I. 1.53 – 1.67 2.16 – 2.29 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS  

SATISFIED 80.6% 92.0% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   6.9%   2.2% 
DISSATISFIED 12.5%   5.8% 
Ratio: Satisfied : Dissatisfied 6.5 to 1 15.8 to 1 
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Table 89. Average rating of importance of reasons for liking pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota comparing 2003 resident and nonresident pheasant hunters 

Resident Hunters  Nonresident Hunters  
Rank Reason Mean 95% C.I. Rank Reason Mean 95% C.I. 

1 Social 6.03 5.97 – 6.08 1 Social 6.20 6.14 – 6.27 
2 Nature 5.62 5.56 – 5.69 3 Nature 5.66 5.59 – 5.73 
3 Excitement 5.50 5.44 – 5.57 2 Excitement 5.89 5.82 – 5.96 
4 Challenge 4.21 4.13 – 4.29 4 Challenge 4.53 4.43 – 4.63 
5 Domination 3.55 3.46 – 3.64 6 Domination 3.62 3.52 – 3.73 
6 Solitude  3.42 3.31 – 3.52 7 Solitude  2.94 2.81 – 3.06 
7 Dogs1 3.24 3.11 – 3.37 5 Dogs1 4.25 4.10 – 4.40 
8 Meat 2.79 2.71 – 2.88 8 Meat 2.54 2.44 – 2.65 

1Working with Hunting Dogs 
 
 
 
Table 90. Main reason for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota comparing 2003 
resident and nonresident pheasant hunters. 

2003 Regular Pheasant 
Season 

 
TOP REASON  

Residents Nonresidents 
Enjoying the time spent with friends/family.  (Social) 43.1% 43.3% 
To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty of the 
area.  (Nature) 

 
21.9% 

 
15.3% 

For the excitement that hunting provides, e.g., the 
feeling one gets when you flush a pheasant, etc.  
(Excitement) 

 
16.0% 

 
22.9% 

Enjoying the time and challenges of working with 
your hunting dog(s). (Hunting Dog) 

 
11.6% 

 
14.3% 

To bring meat home for food.  (Meat)   2.4%   0.4% 
To spend time alone in the field.  (Solitude)   2.2%   0.5% 
For the challenges associated with pheasant hunting 
and dealing with the elements (Challenge) 

 
  1.6% 

 
  2.5% 

To demonstrate hunting skills and accomplishment 
(Domination) 

 
  1.1% 

 
  0.8% 

Total Number 1,959 1,213 
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Table 91. Importance of pheasant hunting comparing 2003 resident and nonresident 
pheasant hunters. 
Importance of  Pheasant Hunting (scale) Residents Nonresidents 
Most important (4) 11.1% 12.5% 
Very important (3) 33.6% 43.0% 
Moderately important (2) 32.2% 31.5% 
Slightly important (1) 16.2%   9.6% 
Not important (0)   5.4%   2.5% 
No Opinion (missing)   1.5%   0.9% 
Total Number 1,984 1,227 
Mean 2.29 2.54 
95% C. I. 2.25 – 2.34 2.49 – 2.59 
 
 
 
 
Table 92. Use of hunting dogs in the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season comparing 
resident and nonresident hunters. 
Dog Use and Ownership Residents Nonresidents 
I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt 
with a dog(s) this year 

 
32.6% 

 
12.0% 

I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I 
normally hunted with other hunters 
who have dogs 

 
30.7% 

 
44.5% 

I owned (hunting dog) but I did not 
hunt pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
  4.2% 

 
  4.3% 

I owned (hunting dog) and hunted 
pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
32.5% 

 
39.2% 

Total Number 1,950 1,199 
 
 
 
 
Table 93. Gender of 2003 South Dakota resident and nonresident pheasant hunters. 
Gender Residents Nonresidents 
Male 95.0% 98.1% 
Female   5.0%   1.9% 
Total Number 2,021 1,241 

 

Median Age 45.0 48.0 
Mean Age 44.6 47.8 
95% C.I. 44.0 – 45.3 46.1 – 48.5 
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Pheasant Management Survey−2003 
Resident Hunters 

 
Dear Resident Small Game Hunter, 
 
According to our records, you purchased a small game license or a combination license this year.  
This year South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) is conducting a detailed survey of small 
game hunters focusing on pheasant hunting.  The purpose of this survey is to get some 
scientifically representative information from South Dakota resident small game hunters.  The 
information will be compared to a survey conducted in 2000 to help determine if there are any 
significant trends occurring. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• It is important that the person to whom this was addressed fill out the questionnaire, even if 
someone else in your family is a more active hunter. 

 
• Your response is important even if you did not hunt this year, because this information is 

used to measure overall participation. 
 
• Please try to answer what you believe to be true for you.  The best answer is the one that 

most closely reflects your own feelings and beliefs, or what you actually did.   
 
• Do not write your name on the questionnaire.  Your answers will be treated confidentially.  

The questionnaire had an identification number so that your name can be checked off our list 
when you return your questionnaire.  We then do not have to bother you with additional 
mailings or telephone calls.  

 
• If you have any questions about the survey contact Larry Gigliotti @ S.D. Game, Fish and 

Parks, 523 E. Capitol, Pierre, SD 57501 (e-mail address: Larry.Gigliotti@state.sd.us ). 
 
• A summary of results will be sent to all participants in this survey, and a copy of the 

complete report will be available upon request. 
 
• This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate please check this box           
       and return your blank questionnaire. 

 
 
 
Start Here 

1. How many years have you pheasant hunted in South Dakota including this year? 
Please check ( ) only one response. 

 

∂ 1.  0 (never)  Please skip ahead to question 32 (on page 10)  
∂ 2.  1 year   
∂ 3.  2 − 3 years  ∂ 6.  11 − 20 years 
∂ 4.  4 − 5 years  ∂ 7.  21 − 30 years 
∂ 5.  6 − 10 years  ∂ 8.  31 or more years 
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Your South Dakota Pheasant Hunting History (1998-2002) 
 
2. Thinking of the past 5 years, which years did you pheasant hunt in South Dakota?  

Please check ( ) all that apply. 
 

∂ 2002 ∂ 2001  ∂ 2000 ∂ 1999 ∂ 1998 
 
If you did NOT check ALL 5 years, please answer question 2-A in the box below.   
If you checked ALL 5 years please skip ahead to question 3 on next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

going pheasant hunting some years    ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

 
 
 

2-A. For the years during 1998-2002 that you did not pheasant hunt in South Dakota, please 
rate the importance of each reason for why you did not pheasant hunt. 

 Very         Moderately     Slightly          Not  a                  
Please provide a response to each reason  Important      Important       Important       Reason       
a) was not old enough………………     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂               

b) was not living in South Dakota  
    at the time………………………..     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

c) was too busy to go pheasant  
    hunting some years………………     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

d) illness/injury kept me from going  
    pheasant hunting some years….…     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

e) work obligations kept me from  
    going pheasant hunting some years    ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

f) school obligations kept me from  
    going pheasant hunting some years    ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

g) family obligations kept me from  
    going pheasant hunting some years    ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

h) too expensive to pheasant hunt  
    every year………………………..     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

i) some years the pheasant populations  
   were too low to go pheasant hunting. ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

j) did not have someone to go  
   pheasant hunting with some years..     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

k) did not have a good place to go  
    pheasant hunting some years…….     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

l) felt that it was too crowded to go  
   pheasant hunting some years……..     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

m) did not have a hunting dog to  
     go pheasant hunter some years….     ∂               ∂               ∂                ∂ 

n) was under license revocation ∂ ∂ ∂ ∂
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The 2003 Youth Pheasant Season  Questions 3 – 5 
 
3. The 2003 Youth Pheasant Season was October 4–5.  Did you take a young hunter 

pheasant hunting during the 2003 Youth Pheasant Season? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO  
  ∂ 2. YES 
 
 
4. New for 2003 the Youth Pheasant Season was separated from the Early Resident-

Only Pheasant Season by having the Youth Pheasant Season the weekend before the 
Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  How strongly do you favor or oppose this 
change in the Youth Pheasant Season.  Please circle only one response. 

 
Strongly        Moderately      Slightly        Neutral or         Slightly       Moderately      Strongly           
  Favor              Favor             Favor         No Opinion       Oppose          Oppose           Oppose
 

                    1                   2                  3                  4                   5                 6                   7 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
5. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to have a 

youth pheasant hunting opportunity? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO  
  ∂ 2. YES 
  ∂ 3. NO OPINION 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
The 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season  Questions 6 – 10 
 
6. The 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was October 11-13.  Did you hunt 

anytime during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season this year? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO or don’t remember  skip to question #10 
  ∂ 2. YES  if yes, please check the days that you hunted and continue 
 

  1. Saturday – October 11, 2003 
  2. Sunday – October 12, 2003 
  3. Monday – October 13, 2003 
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7. How many total pheasants did you shoot and retrieve during the 2003 Early Resident-
Only Pheasant Season (do not include any pheasants you shot during the regular 
pheasant season)? 

 
[_______] Pheasants harvested during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season 

 
 
 
8. On average for the areas that you hunted during the 2003 Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season, how would you rate the hunting conditions in terms of numbers of 
other hunters? 

 
 Just Right –        Slightly               Moderately               Very               No 
Not Crowded              Crowded                Crowded              Crowded        Opinion
 

    1             2         3   4           5 
 
 
 
9. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the 2003 Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you? 
 

       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           
             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied

 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
10. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to have this 

Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO  
  ∂ 2. YES 
  ∂ 3. NO OPINION 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your South Dakota Regular Pheasant Season Hunting Experiences for 2003  
Questions 11 – 16 
 
11. Did you do any pheasant hunting this year during the Regular Pheasant Season 

(October 18 − December 31, 2003)? 
 

 ∂ 1. NO  Skip ahead to question # 17 (on page 6) 
 ∂ 2. YES 
         How many days (regardless of how many hours each day) did you  

pheasant hunt and how many pheasants did you shoot and retrieve (please  
provide your best estimate)? 

 
            Days Hunted Pheasants Harvested 
 

  October (18−31):    _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
 
  November (1−30):  _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
 
  December (1−31):   _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
 
 
12. Which county did you hunt for pheasants most often? ________________________ 
 
 
13. Based on an average rating of all the areas you hunted, how would you rate this 

year’s (2003) pheasant numbers in those areas?  Please circle only one response. 
 

    Very                                                                                     Very                 No 
Abundant           Abundant           Average           Scarce            Scarce            Opinion
 

  1     2       3      4                5                      6 
 
 
14. What type of land did you pheasant hunt in 2003?  Please estimate the approximate 

percentage of your total pheasant hunting time on each type of land listed below? 
 

% of time spent: 

______% a. Private land − no fees charged 

______% b. Private land − fees charged 

______% c. Private shooting preserves 

______% d. Public land 

______% e. Designated Walk-In Areas  

______% f. Road Rights-of-Ways 
      100% 

 90 



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Survey) Appendix A 
Larry M. Gigliotti 

15. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the Regular Pheasant 
Season this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were you?  Please circle only 
one response. 

 
       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           

             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied
 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
16. Compared to all your previous years of pheasant hunting experiences in South 

Dakota, how easy or difficult was it to find good places to pheasant hunt this year 
(2003)? Please circle only one response. 

 

Very 
Easy

Moderately 
Easy

Slightly 
Easy

 
Average

Slightly 
Difficult

Moderately 
Difficult

Very 
Difficult

No 
Opinion

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Importance of and Motivations for Pheasant Hunting  Questions 17 – 22 
 

17. How important is pheasant hunting to you in relation to all your other types of 
recreation, including other types of hunting? Please check ( ) only one response. 

 

∂ 1. MY MOST IMPORTANT RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY 
∂ 2. VERY IMPORTANT, BUT NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT 
∂ 3. MODERATELY IMPORTANT 
∂ 4. SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT 
∂ 5. NOT IMPORTANT 
∂ 6. NO OPINION 

 
 
18. Considering all of your wildlife-oriented activities, how many substitutes do you 

have for pheasant hunting?  In other words, if you could not participate in pheasant 
hunting, how many other different wildlife-oriented activities are there that you enjoy 
doing just as much or more?  Please check ( ) only one response. 

 

∂ 1. I have no substitutes for pheasant hunting 
∂ 2. I have only a few substitutes for pheasant hunting 
∂ 3. I have some substitutes for pheasant hunting 
∂ 4. I have many substitutes for pheasant hunting 
∂ 5. No opinion 
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19. If you could never go pheasant hunting again, what one wildlife-oriented activity 
would you likely do instead?  Please be as specific as possible (for example: duck 
hunting, grouse hunting, deer hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, etc.). 

 
write only one response: _______________________________________________ 

 
 
20. Is the one activity that you listed in Question # 19 (above) an acceptable substitute 

that would give you the same level of satisfaction or benefit that you get from 
pheasant hunting?  Please circle only one response. 

 

Definitely no          Probably no          Probably yes          Definitely yes          No opinion
   1        2           3     4                    5 
 

 
21. People enjoy pheasant hunting for many different reasons.  Please rate the importance 

of each reason for why you like to pheasant hunt in South Dakota.  Please rate by 
circling one number for each item on the scale from 0 (not at all important) to 7 (very 
important). 

 Not Important                        Very Important 
 

a)  To bring meat home for food………… 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

b) To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the 
beauty of the area……………………. 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 
 

c) For the excitement that hunting 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you flush a pheasant, etc………. 

 
 
0 

 
 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

 
 
5 

 
 
6 

 
 
7 
 

d) Enjoying the time spent with 
friends/family…………………………

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 
 

e) To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment……………………… 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 
 

f) For the challenges associated with 
pheasant hunting and dealing with the 
elements……………………………… 

 
 
0 

 
 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

 
 
5 

 
 
6 

 
 
7 
 

g) To spend time alone in the field……... 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

h) Enjoying the time and challenges of 
working with your hunting dog(s)…… 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 

 
 
22. Overall, which statement in the previous question best describes the most important 

reason for why you like South Dakota pheasant hunting?  Please circle one letter for 
your top reason, see statements in question # 21 (above). 

 
a b c d e f g h 
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Your Opinions about Non-Resident Hunters and the Future of Pheasant Hunting in 
S. D.  Questions 23 – 31 
 

23. In general, how worried are you about your ability to continue finding good places to 
go pheasant hunting in South Dakota in the future? 

 

 NOT                    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY            VERY                        NO 
          WORRIED              WORRIED             WORRIED             WORRIED             OPINION

  

         1                           2                         3                          4                        5 
 
 
24. a) Do you ever think that the current amount of difficulty in finding good places to 

pheasant hunt will cause you to quit pheasant hunting in the future?  
 

Very 
Unlikely

Moderately 
Unlikely

Slightly 
Unlikely

Don’t Know / 
No Opinion

Slightly 
Likely

Moderately 
Likely

Very  
Likely

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
      b)  Do you ever think that the future amount of difficulty in finding good places to 

pheasant hunt will get to the point that it would cause you to quit pheasant 
hunting in the future? 

 

Very 
Unlikely

Moderately 
Unlikely

Slightly 
Unlikely

Don’t Know / 
No Opinion

Slightly 
Likely

Moderately 
Likely

Very  
Likely

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
25. Non-resident pheasant hunting opportunities provide a significant economic benefit to 

South Dakota’s economy.  How would you describe the economic benefit (both direct 
and indirect) that you receive as a result of non-resident pheasant hunters? Please 
check ( ) only one response. 

 

∂ 1. Large economic benefit 
∂ 2. Moderate economic benefit 
∂ 3. Slight economic benefit 
∂ 4. No economic benefit/impact 
∂ 5. Negative economic impact 
∂ 6. No Opinion / Don’t Know 
 
 

26. Non-resident pheasant hunting also provides social benefits for some South Dakota 
resident hunters.  Do you normally do ANY pheasant hunting with: 

NO YES
A. Non-resident family members…………… ψ   ψ 
 

B.  Non-resident relatives…………………… ψ      ψ     
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C.  Non-resident friends…………….……….  ψ   ψ 
 
Non-resident Issue (Questions 27 – 30): Over the past 4 to 5 years the numbers of non-
resident pheasant hunters in South Dakota have slightly increased while the numbers of 
resident pheasant hunters have slightly decreased to the point that in 2002 non-resident 
pheasant hunters (74,873) out-numbered resident pheasant hunters (70,821) for the first 
time.  On the positive side, non-resident pheasant hunters are important to South 
Dakota’s overall economy and the financial support of GFP programs.  On the other 
hand, it causes increased competition with resident pheasant hunters for good hunting 
spots.  Please answer the following set of questions based on this issue. 
 
27. Overall, how would you rate the situation of having 74,873 non-resident pheasant 

hunters compared to 70,821 resident pheasant hunters in 2002?  Would you classify 
this as a negative, neutral or positive situation? 

 

 
Negative

Neutral (neither 
bad nor good)

 
Positive

 
No Opinion

    

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ 
 

Why do you feel this way?  Optional Comments: ______________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
28. How would you rate the impact of non-resident pheasant hunters on your ability to 

find good places to pheasant hunt? 
 

∂ 1. No impact – My ability to find good pheasant hunting places is not affected  
     by the current number of non-resident hunters in South Dakota 

∂ 2. Slight impact 
∂ 3. Moderate impact 
∂ 4. Very Great impact – I feel that my ability to find good pheasant hunting  

      places has been greatly affected by the current number  
     of non-resident hunters in South Dakota 

∂ 5. No Opinion / Don’t Know 
 
 
29. The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season (October 11 – 13 for this year) was 

established to provide some extra pheasant hunting opportunity for South Dakota 
residents.  How would you rate this effort on a scale ranging from 0 (too little) to 5 
(just right) to 10 (too much)? Please circle only one response. 

 

Too Little   Just Right   Too Much
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 ∂ Check here if you have no opinion on this question 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
30. In general, do you think South Dakota residents should have additional (more than the 

current Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season) pheasant hunting opportunities where 
non-residents are excluded? 

 

  ∂ 1. NO  ∂ 2. YES ∂ 3.  UNDECIDED 
 
 
Information About Yourself 
 

31. Do you own and use a hunting dog(s) while pheasant hunting?  Which response best 
describes the majority of your pheasant hunting for this year (2003)? 

 

∂ 1. I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with a dog(s) this year 
∂ 2. I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I normally hunted with other hunters  
        who have dogs  
∂ 3. I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt pheasants with a dog(s) this year 
∂ 4. Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
32. What is your sex?  ∂ Male ∂ Female 
 
33. What is your age?  ________ YEARS 
 
34. Which South Dakota county do you live in?  ______________________________ 
 
35. Do you own land outside town/city? 
 ∂1. NO  
 ∂2. YES  
     If yes, how much land do you own (excluding leased land)? _______ACRES  
      
36. Are you a farmer/rancher?   ∂1. NO       ∂2. YES−Part-time       ∂3. YES−Full-time 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have comments that you 
would like to make please use 
the backside of this page. 
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You can use this page for additional 
comments.  These comments will be typed 
(provided they are legible) and added to 
the report that will be given to the GFP 
Commission, staff and made available to 
the public.   

 
 

Optional Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To return your questionnaire, fold your questionnaire in half and use the postage-
paid reply envelope provided. 
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February 3, 2004 
 
Dear South Dakota hunter: 
 
About four weeks ago I sent you a questionnaire about pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  
As of today I have not received your completed questionnaire.  If you have already 
returned your questionnaire than it has likely crossed this letter in the mail and you can 
disregard this reminder letter.  If not, this letter is to remind you to complete and return 
your questionnaire. 
 
This survey contained many questions about pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It was 
sent to a small randomly selected sample of resident licensed hunters.  We want to hear 
from everyone in the sample to ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and 
evaluation of resident pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from you 
even if you do very little or no pheasant hunting because the survey is designed to 
measure the characteristics of all hunters that buy licenses that allow the hunting of 
pheasants.   
 
This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various pheasant hunting issues 
in South Dakota.  If you don’t have an opinion on these specific questions just mark the 
“no opinion” response, as it is still valuable information to know the percentage of 
hunters that do not have an opinion on these topics. This information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have 
included a second questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to 
participate just check the box on the inside cover near the bottom and return your blank 
questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits pheasant 
hunters by providing an accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South 
Dakota pheasant hunters. 
 
If you have questions about the survey itself, you can call me at 605-773-4231 or contact 
me by e-mail at larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions Specialist 
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March 1, 2004 
 
Dear South Dakota hunter: 
 
The deadline for returning your 2003 South Dakota pheasant hunter survey has been 
extended to March 19.  As of March 1 we have not received your completed 
questionnaire.  If you mailed it in the past 5 days it is likely that it crossed this mailing 
and you can discard this follow-up request.  If you have not yet returned your 
questionnaire I urge you to take the time to complete and return it, as your response is 
very valuable.  
 
This survey contained many questions about pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It was 
sent to a small randomly selected sample of resident licensed hunters.  We want to hear 
from everyone in the sample to ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and 
evaluation of resident pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It is important to hear from you 
even if you do very little or no pheasant hunting because the survey is designed to 
measure the characteristics of all hunters that buy licenses that allow the hunting of 
pheasants  Deadline for returning your questionnaire in time for your responses to 
be included in the final report is March 19, 2004.  While this survey is voluntary we 
would like you to return your blank questionnaire if you don’t wish to participate.   If 
you do not wish to participate in this survey please check ( ) the box on the inside 
cover of the questionnaire (in the set of instructions) and return your questionnaire.  
 
This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various pheasant hunting issues 
in South Dakota.  If you don’t have an opinion on these specific questions just mark the 
“no opinion” response, as it is still valuable information to know the percentage of 
hunters that do not have an opinion on these topics. This information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have 
included another questionnaire.  I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits 
pheasant hunters by providing an accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires 
of South Dakota pheasant hunters. 
 
If you have questions about the survey itself, you can call me at 605-773-4231 or contact 
me by e-mail at larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator / Human Dimensions Specialist 
 
 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 

Office of Secretary: 605/773-3387      Wildlife Division: 605/773-3381     Parks and Recreation Division: 605/773-3391    FAX: 605/773-6245 
 

TDD: 605/773-3485

 98 



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Nonresident Survey) Appendix B 
Larry M. Gigliotti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 
 

Questionnaire used in the nonresident survey  
and two follow-up cover letters. 
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Pheasant Management Survey−2003 
Non-resident Hunters 

 
Dear Non-resident Small Game Hunter, 
 
 
 

┌        
      
 
   
                                                                                                                    

 

                                                                        ┘ 

According to our records, you purchased a South Dakota  
small game license this year.  This year South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) is conducting 
a detailed survey of small game hunters focusing on pheasant hunting.  The purpose of this 
survey is to learn more about our non-resident pheasant hunters.  If you have any questions about 
this survey please call me at 605-773-4231 (E-mail: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us). 

Sincerely,  
Larry Gigliotti 
Planning Coordinator/Human Dimensions Specialist  
Start Here
 
1. How many years have you pheasant hunted in South Dakota including this year? 

Please check ( ) only one response. 
 

∂ 1.  0 (never)  Please skip ahead to question #13 (on page 4) 
∂ 2.  1 year   
∂ 3.  2 − 3 years  ∂ 6.  11 − 20 years 
∂ 4.  4 − 5 years  ∂ 7.  21 − 30 years 
∂ 5.  6 − 10 years  ∂ 8.  31 or more years 
 

Your South Dakota Pheasant Hunting Experiences for 2003   
 

2. Did you do any pheasant hunting this year during the Regular Pheasant Season 
(October 18 − December 31, 2003)? 

 

 ∂ 1. NO  Skip ahead and answer only questions 7 – 9 and 13 – 17 
 ∂ 2. YES 
         How many days (regardless of how many hours each day) did you  

pheasant hunt and how many pheasants did you shoot and retrieve (please  
provide your best estimate)? 

 

            Days Hunted Pheasants Harvested 
 

  October (18−31):    _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
 
  November (1−30):  _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
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  December (1−31):   _____DAYS _____ PHEASANTS 
 
 
3. Based on an average rating of all the areas you hunted, how would you rate this 

year’s (2003) pheasant numbers in those areas?  Please circle only one response. 
 

    Very                                                                                     Very                 No 
Abundant           Abundant           Average           Scarce            Scarce            Opinion
 

  1     2       3      4                5                      6 
 
 

 

4. What type of land did you pheasant hunt in 2003?  Please estimate the approximate 
percentage of your total pheasant hunting time on each type of land listed below? 

 

% of time spent: 

______% a. Private land − no fees charged 

______% b. Private land − fees charged 

______% c. Private shooting preserves 

______% d. Public land 

______% e. Designated Walk-In Areas  

______% f. Road Rights-of-Ways 
      100% 
 
 
5. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the Regular Pheasant 

Season this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were you?  Please circle only 
one response. 

 
       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           

             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied
 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments: _______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
6. Did you do any of your pheasant hunting this year with…?  Please answer each item 

by checking no or yes. 
NO YES

A. South Dakota resident relatives..………… ψ   ψ 
 
 

B.  South Dakota resident friends………..….  ψ   ψ 
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Importance of and Motivations for Pheasant Hunting  
 

7. How important is pheasant hunting to you in relation to all your other types of 
recreation, including other types of hunting? Please check ( ) only one response. 

 

∂ 1. MY MOST IMPORTANT RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY 
∂ 2. VERY IMPORTANT, BUT NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT 
∂ 3. MODERATELY IMPORTANT 
∂ 4. SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT 
∂ 5. NOT IMPORTANT 
∂ 6. NO OPINION 

 
 
8. People enjoy pheasant hunting for many different reasons.  Please rate the importance 

of each reason for why you like to pheasant hunt in South Dakota.  Please rate by 
circling one number for each item on the scale from 0 (not at all important) to 7 (very 
important). 

 Not Important                        Very Important 
 

a)  To bring meat home for food………… 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

b) To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the 
beauty of the area……………………. 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 
 

c) For the excitement that hunting 
provides, e.g., the feeling one gets 
when you flush a pheasant, etc………. 

 
 
0 

 
 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

 
 
5 

 
 
6 

 
 
7 

 

d) Enjoying the time spent with 
friends/family…………………………

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 

 

e) To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment……………………… 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 

 

f) For the challenges associated with 
pheasant hunting and dealing with the 
elements……………………………… 

 
 
0 

 
 
1 

 
 
2 

 
 
3 

 
 
4 

 
 
5 

 
 
6 

 
 
7 

 

g) To spend time alone in the field……... 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

h) Enjoying the time and challenges of 
working with your hunting dog(s)…… 

 
0 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 

 
 
9. Overall, which statement in the previous question best describes the most important 

reason for why you like South Dakota pheasant hunting?  Please circle one letter for 
your top reason, see statements in question # 8 (above). 
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a b c d e f g h 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Do you think that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season affected your enjoyment 

of hunting (by making the birds wilder or by reducing the number of birds) during the 
regular pheasant season? 

 

∂ 1. no impact on my hunting enjoyment 
∂ 2. slightly reduced my hunting enjoyment 
∂ 3. moderately reduced my hunting enjoyment 
∂ 4. greatly reduced my hunting enjoyment 
∂ 5. no opinion 

 
 

11. In general, do you think South Dakota residents should have additional pheasant 
hunting opportunities (such as the current Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season) 
where non-residents are excluded? 

 

  ∂ 1. NO  ∂ 2. YES ∂ 3.  UNDECIDED 
 
 

Information About Yourself 
 

12. Did you own and use a hunting dog(s) while pheasant hunting?  Which response best 
describes the majority of your pheasant hunting for this year (2003)? 

 

∂ 1. I didn’t own (hunting dog) or hunt with a dog(s) this year 
∂ 2. I didn’t own (hunting dog) but I normally hunted with other hunters  
        who have dogs  
∂ 3. I owned (hunting dog) but I did not hunt pheasants with a dog(s) this year 
∂ 4. Yes − I owned (hunting dog) and hunted pheasants with a dog(s) this year 

 
13. Have you ever lived in South Dakota?     ∂ 1. NO     ∂ 2. YES 
 
14. Do you have relatives who live in South Dakota?     ∂ 1. NO     ∂ 2. YES 
 
15. Do you have friends who live in South Dakota? ?    ∂ 1. NO     ∂ 2. YES 
 
16. What is your sex?   ∂ Male ∂ Female 
 
17. What is your age?  ________ YEARS 
 
 
 
 

The 2003 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was a 3-day season (Saturday – 
Monday, October 11-13) the week before the regular season opener.  This season 
started at noon each day and was for public land and Walk-In Areas only. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR VALUABLE TIME COMPLETING 
THIS SURVEY.  We will send all participants a copy of the summary results as soon 
as possible.  Feel free to attach and return any comments with your questionnaire. 
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Information card sent with second mailing of the nonresident pheasant hunter questionnaire. 

 
South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey - 2003 

Non-resident Hunters 

 

About four weeks ago I sent you a questionnaire about pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota.  As of today I have not received your completed questionnaire.  If
you have already returned your questionnaire than it has likely crossed this letter 
in the mail and you can disregard this reminder letter.  If not, this mailing is to 
remind you to complete and return your questionnaire. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This survey contained many questions about pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It was sent to a small 
randomly selected sample of non-resident licensed hunters.  We want to hear from everyone in the sample to 
ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and evaluation of non-resident pheasant hunting in South 
Dakota.  It is important to hear from you even if you do very little or no pheasant hunting because the survey 
is designed to measure the characteristics of all hunters that buy licenses that allow the hunting of pheasants.  
 
(over) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various pheasant hunting issues in South Dakota.  
If you don’t have an opinion on these specific questions just mark the “no opinion” response, as it is still 
valuable information to know the percentage of hunters that do not have an opinion on these topics. This 
information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have included a second 
questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate simply return your blank 
questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits pheasant hunters by 
providing an accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota pheasant hunters. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 
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Information card sent with third mailing of the nonresident pheasant hunter questionnaire. 
 

South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey - 2003 
Non-resident Hunters 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This survey contained many questions about pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  It was sent to a small 
randomly selected sample of non-resident licensed hunters.  We want to hear from everyone in the sample to 
ensure that the results reflect an accurate picture and evaluation of non-resident pheasant hunting in South 
Dakota.  It is important to hear from you even if you do very little or no pheasant hunting because the survey 
is designed to measure the characteristics of all hunters that buy licenses that allow the hunting of pheasants.  
The deadline for returning your 2003 South Dakota pheasant hunter survey has 
been extended to March 19, 2004.  As of March 1 we have not received your 
completed questionnaire.  If you mailed it in the past 5 days it is likely that it 
crossed this mailing and you can discard this follow-up request.  If you have not
yet returned your questionnaire I urge you to take the time to complete and 
return it, as your response is very valuable.
 

(over) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an opportunity to let us know your opinion about various pheasant hunting issues in South Dakota.  
If you don’t have an opinion on these specific questions just mark the “no opinion” response, as it is still 
valuable information to know the percentage of hunters that do not have an opinion on these topics. This 
information is very important. 
 
If you have not received a questionnaire or it has been misplaced or discarded I have included another 
questionnaire.  This survey is voluntary.  If you do not want to participate simply return your blank 
questionnaire.  However, I encourage you to participate as this survey benefits pheasant hunters by 
providing an accurate description of the opinions, needs and desires of South Dakota pheasant hunters. 
 
Deadline for returning your questionnaire if March 19, 2004.  Thank you for taking the time to 
complete this survey. 
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Appendix C – Resident Comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 4: 
4. New for 2003 the Youth Pheasant Season was separated from the Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season by having the Youth Pheasant Season the 
weekend before the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  How strongly do 
you favor or oppose this change in the Youth Pheasant Season.  Please circle
only one response. 

 
Strongly        Moderately      Slightly        Neutral or         Slightly       Moderately      Strongly           
  Favor              Favor             Favor         No Opinion       Oppose          Oppose           Oppose
 

                    1                   2                  3                  4                   5                 6                   7 
 

Optional Comments:  
 
ID # Comments 
 
4 Early Resident-Only and Early Youth Pheasant Seasons should be the same weekend. 
 
13 I feel it’s very important to get young people involved in hunting and other sport activities. 
 
36 This is a good opportunity for our youth to hunt. 
 
43 However, I prefer to carry a gun to demonstrate gun handling and also to take longer 

shots, so that my youth understand the distance a shotgun can reach. 
 
64 This is a special time to work with grandson and granddaughter on safety and other 

things that go along with hunting. 
 
70 Our tradition is dying; everything is paid hunting.  We need to teach our kids good hunting 

ethics.  They will never see how it was 15 – 20 years ago. 
 
80 I would like to see 2 weekends of Youth Pheasant Season. 
 
92 Today’s youth are our future hunters and gun owners.  We need them to protect the 2nd 

Amendment. 
 
120 Good idea. 
 
136 I think it is good to give the next generation of hunters a weekend of their own. 
 
139 I think this is a very good idea. 
 
140 I think they should be the same weekend to keep the birds from getting to gun shy. 
 
154 It is good that the youth have their own season when adults can’t hunt. 
 
158 I have a 7-year-old son and an 8-year-old son who will soon be able to hunt and it would 

be nice to have such a luxury! 
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166 It’s a good idea to introduce young hunters to the sport without competing with adult 

hunters. 
 
168 Anything to add to youth experience. 
 
185 Give young resident hunters a chance to hunt before commercial hunting operations and 

non-resident hunters shoot all the pheasants. 
 
197 My neighbor is an avid hunter.  My youngest child turned 12 in August 2003.  My child 

loves hunting. 
 
208 It’s a good deal for a younger person to hunt, because it’s tough out there to hunt without 

paying.  When I was growing up, I didn’t have a problem. 
 
220 Do not feel we need an Early Resident-Only hunt, and I hunt mainly all public land. 
 
221 If we are going to have overrun public lands, increased commercial hunting, and a 

continuing threat of even eliminating road hunting, for example, why carry on a tradition 
or get young people to become involved in a sport or recreation that appears to be 
threatened. 

 
232 I believe the youth hunting should be earlier, so more kids can go more than once or 

twice; make them enjoy it more. 
 
233 People do not hunt in hunting areas only. 
 
247 It gives younger Dakotans the chance to hunt without competing with out-of-staters. 
 
248 It’s great that kids have a good hunt. 
 
257 It should be together. 
 
262 It’s nice to give the kids a chance. 
 
267 Early pressure on hunting grounds. 
 
282 By the time the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season rolled around, a lot of the 

pheasants were pretty spooked. 
 
284 It gives first year hunters a chance to get comfortable with the sport.  You can get fairly 

excited when birds start flying your first time hunting, I know I was.  The less people 
around, the better! 

 
295 We need to encourage them, because we see them losing interest! 
 
313 I think it’s great to get the youth of our state interested in hunting.  They also feel good 

that they have a special hunt for themselves. 
 
322 It lengthens the season too long. 
 
340 Giving the kids a first chance gives them a positive feeling towards hunting. 
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363 I think it’s a great idea to let the young people have “the field” to themselves. 
 
396 Great idea! 
 
412 It’s a great way to let new hunters get started. 
 
424 This gives time to teach respect for land, game, and the art of hunting for sport.  Not 

properly taught, it will be learned differently and we run the risk of not developing the next 
generation of respectful hunters. 

 
425 Great! 
 
449 I have two children whom have now completed hunter safety.  The opportunity to have 

them hunt without the pressure and congestion associated with the resident early 
season. 

 
452 It is a “must have” to continue hunting tradition.  Focus on youth first. 
 
462 If the bird numbers are good, I don’t see how children hunting early can be significant.  

They should be encouraged to hunt. 
 
466 Great idea to give them a chance at the birds. 
 
476 I think it is a good idea to give the kids a chance to get out in the field before it gets 

crowded and dangerous. 
 
498 I don’t have any young hunters yet, 3 more years. 
 
510 Have them together. 
 
521 Great experience for young hunters to get the attention and instruction they need. 
 
527 I don’t agree with the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season! 
 
534 Very important to have land and time to take a youth out early and away from other 

hunters. 
 
538 Good for us to be able to get first chance. 
 
539 Start them young by teaching safety, responsibility, and adventure. 
 
570 Young children need to experience the thrill of the hunt without the competition of adults. 
 
590 If I was a non-resident, I would go to Iowa or Nebraska.  They spend tons of money to be 

forced out of opening day. 
 
598 Young people should get a chance before large groups come in to hunt.  It is safer for the 

youth. 
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605 I believe it was a good idea to separate the Youth Season from the Resident-Only 

Season to insure the youth were the ones hunting, and not the adults shooting the 
youths’ birds.  

 
607 Gives younger hunters the opportunity to take time and shoot birds.  Doesn’t always 

happen when over-anxious adults are present. 
 
620 It is great for the kids. 
 
626 If you are old enough to hunt, you should be able to hunt as an adult.  Early seasons just 

make more illegal people. 
 
630 I feel it is extremely important to provide young hunters with a good hunting experience.  I 

feel the changes to the Youth Season are a great way to keep those young hunters 
interested in hunting. 

 
643 Good job Game, Fish and Parks.  This is for our youths, great job. 
 
644 Most youth hunters that I have seen are not being supervised well by their parents.  They 

disrupt the habitat for everyone and most of the youth hunters do not appreciate the 
opportunity they are given. 

 
654 I understand that it is a real good thing for the youth hunters, except that it just gets the 

birds that more wild before the regular season opens. 
 
663 Youth have plenty of opportunity during the regular season as much as anyone else. 
 
668 It is important to get kids out hunting without the pressure of mature hunters getting the 

shots. 
 
669 I think it is good to let youth hunt before, but having two weekends of hunting before the 

real season makes it harder for everyone else to bag birds. 
 
684 It should run at the same time as the regular season, so that the youth will see and feel 

the pressure the pheasants get! 
 
687 It’s positive to offer the entire state to youths for a few days. 
 
692 Most youth hunters are very expert marksman and need no special favors. 
 
693 It’s great for the kids to get out and hunt before all other hunters have a chance. 
 
715 Give the kids a chance. 
 
717 Too many seasons.  I don’t like all the special seasons, especially Youth Duck and Early 

Canada Season.  Turns birds too weary before good hunting. 
 
720 I think it’s good for the young hunter not to have too much pressure from older hunters. 
 
746 No group should be favored for hunting seasons. 
 
753 Great idea!  Give the kids their own weekend.  This way they will get a second shot. 
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773 It gets young hunters out when they don’t have to worry about all the resident hunters out 

on opening weekend. 
 
774 I think that more youth would get to hunt if their guardians could also hunt with them. 
 
779 I think all youth (resident-only) should be able to hunt in South Dakota, so they know 

what it’s like to hunt without 10,000 out-of-state hunters taking all the land. 
 
791 You should take youth hunting with you to teach them the sport. 
 
796 It is good for the kids to learn and have fun. 
 
801 This is good, and I will have to take time to go in 2004 with my kids. 
 
806 Good idea, so they easily learn without anyone bothering them. 
 
831 One youth should be able to hunt and one adult hunt, then have the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season.  Let father – son/daughter together. 
 
850 It’s great to give the young people a chance. 
 
851 Kids are our hunting future. 
 
856 Because of a family illness, I did not hunt the youth or regular season, and because of 

the inability to find land to hunt. 
 
858 Keep them the same. 
 
895 In the years to come, there will only be about 25% in-state hunters.  75% will be pay 

hunters from out-of-state. 
 
908 Both Youth and Resident-Only Season are outstanding ideas and should be kept at all 

cost. 
 
916 Too early for the young birds. 
 
919 That is better for young hunters to have their own time. 
 
921 The kids need an opportunity to shoot while the adults are not armed. 
 
937 Should not have Youth Season, as it is hard enough to hunt private land without having 

more hunters out there. 
 
941 At least the younger farming related children may be able to get some hunting in. 
 
944 Great for the kids to get out and hunt.  Don’t have to worry about adults.  They can 

practice good safety skills. 
 
950 Skip Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
962 Hunting together is a large part of hunting. 
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970 I feel there should be no early seasons.  This harms the hunting for the non-residents, 

which is a big source of the state’s income. 
 
982 I wish that were available when I started hunting.  I did not take anyone this year, but my 

son will be old enough in a couple of years. 
 
999 I’m an archery hunter (very avid).  I have noticed that the deer have been wilder and 

harder to hunt. 
 
1007 It’s probably the only time the youth can actually hunt without any pressure from 

landowners. 
 
1030 Having one weekend where youth hunters do not have to compete with adults is a great 

idea. 
 
1039 I look forward to taking my son hunting in two years.  It’s nice there is a safer season for 

him. 
 
1042 After they get to hunt the first weekend, then after that they will not be able to afford to go 

hunting. 
 
1066 It was good, and I took three kids, their dads came, also. 
 
1073 Too many adults hunt for the youth. 
 
1088 I do not think it makes that big of deal. 
 
1093 Practice safety concerns. 
 
1098 It gives the kids the only shot at the birds. 
 
1111 It is great to give youth the opportunity to be given the special privilege of early season 

hunting where birds are more abundant and provide easier shots.  Helps for a love and 
appreciation for outdoor sports and the opportunity to provide constructive time for youth 
to spend with families and with peers. 

 
1137 Great idea.  We need all the young people to have a chance to learn before opening day. 
 
1141 Excellent opportunity for kids not to be pressured for their first hunt.  I think shooting 

hours should be daylight to dawn. 
 
1155 By separating them, the adults can concentrate on helping the youth to have a fun and 

safe hunt. 
 
1156 It is very important to give the youth first chance for a favorable hunt to make it a 

memorable event. 
 
1185 I liked it for the reason it gave youths better hunting, and to keep them interested in a 

worthwhile sport. 
 

 112  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix C 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
1193 It gives the youth a chance to go one on one with the pheasant and not compete with the 

adult. 
 
1211 Gives our “state’s” youth a chance to get out and hunt with favorable success without out-

of-staters taking over. 
 
1218 Great idea to give the youth hunters a little early experience. 
 
1221 No special season is needed for youth. 
 
1229 We need more incentives to get youth to hunt. 
 
1236 The resident adults should be able to hunt with the youth. 
 
1237 It scares the birds for the rest of us.  It affects our opening weekend.  My sons will hunt 

opening day with me. 
 
1250 I think the youth have more opportunity to hunt the public land without the other resident 

hunters. 
 
1256 Just having a youth season is great for young people. 
 
1266 Seems like the kids should go first. 
 
1269 Stay with tradition, third Saturday in October. 
 
1272 It gives adults the opportunity to give all of their attention to the youth, supporting the 

tradition of pheasant hunting and promoting safe and ethical hunting. 
 
1281 Give the youngsters a chance to experience the thrill and excitement of pheasant 

hunting.  Not all youth have the opportunities I had in the 60’s due to commercialization of 
hunting. 

 
1282 Need to start when young. 
 
1289 It’s a good chance to get young hunters out, without large crowds, and stress safety 

issues; not the number of birds shot. 
 
1291 Great way to give young kids a chance to hunt without pressure from other hunters. 
 
1293 Keep the same dates for all hunters. 
 
1309 I could care less if I or anyone else shoots a pheasant during the season as long as our 

youth have a chance to get some shooting in. 
 
1310 Open up road ditches for the younger hunters since many state areas are so large for 

small groups. 
 
1311 I do not favor the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, but I do agree that the Youth 

Pheasant Season needs to be isolated.  I think the Youth Season is great! 
 
1321 I believe this is a good practice to continue. 
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1324 Limit out-of-state licenses. 
 
1360 Because the parent or guardian probably had a gun, too. 
 
1392 A Youth Pheasant Season is a very good idea, but I am strongly against a Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season. 
 
1412 This is great for the youth.  They get the first hunt and there isn’t a zillion hunters out 

there.  This increases their odds. 
 
1415 Give the young a solid chance to take a bird.  The more they see the better chances of 

them becoming hooked as hunters. 
 
1437 Possibly include senior citizens (grandparents). 
 
1452 The sooner we can get the kids hunting, the less chance the schools have to convince 

them hunting is bad! 
 
1484 Having the youth set up like this increases the chances that the focus will be on kids and 

hunting.  It also keeps the kids away from what sometimes is an unfavorable 
environment. 

 
1485 Gives youth hunters a good chance to be coached. 
 
1488 Youth need their own weekend. 
 
1502 Only because of the safety factor. 
 
1525 I think it is great to let the youth get an early start without competition from all others. 
 
1536 It’s baloney, parents need to take their kids hunting and worry about the kids being safe 

and successful because they want to, not because you mandate it by law.  When I was 
twelve, it was a comfort to be treated equal and trusted to hunt with, as an adult. 

 
1566 I favor early resident hunts on public grounds.  Non-residents are economically important, 

but they do not pay taxes or survive on our wage scale. 
 
1575 I feel young hunters should have a chance to bag a bird before the pheasants get spooky 

and fly off before they can shoot. 
 
1583 Youth basketball interferes between practice and games, a lot of youth hunt.  This was 

last year (2003). 
 
1602 It is nice to get our youth hunters some shooting before the out-of-state hunters get here. 
 
1619 The young really need a break from the competition.  Adopt a youth and show them the 

way. 
 
1626 Hunting should be for our youth, first. 
 
1632 My dad always found time to teach a person to hunt.  Didn’t need a special season. 
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1636 I think youth can learn more by seeing other hunters in action, rather than being told the 

yes and no. 
 
1657 Should abolish the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season; feel very strongly about that! 
 
1660 Young hunters need an opportunity to hunt without pressure.  Great job! 
 
1681 I just don’t think it is fair that another person, no matter what his or her age, sex, or 

whatever is, has a chance to bag a rooster before someone else does, except for the 
Early Resident-Only Season.  Maybe, limiting a youth season hunter to one rooster a day 
might be a good idea. 

 
1684 South Dakota game should primarily be for South Dakota hunters. 
 
1705 I agreed for that from the beginning.  Listen to our CO’s. 
 
1711 Things didn’t work out this year to take a youth hunting on their early weekend, but I think 

it’s very important and a fun time to work with young hunters.  Please try to keep it that 
way. 

 
1728 Strongly oppose because there should be no reason to do this, because there should be 

no early resident season. 
 
1737 This is an outstanding opportunity for kids to hunt without having to compete with out-of-

staters and out-of-county hunters, and get on land not available during regular seasons. 
 
1765 My children are 5 & 6 years old respectively; as the years get closer to their hunting ages, 

this issue will be even more important. 
 
1771 It is good to give youth their own time. 
 
1783 I think it is a good opportunity for young hunters! 
 
1793 Excellent idea; best public land hunting I had all season. 
 
1798 It gives the younger generation the chance to do a little hunting before the season 

actually opens. 
 
1822 Great opportunity for youth hunters. 
 
1825 Great program for both groups. 
 
1828 Although it is a good idea to let young hunters go first, earlier does not mean better.  I 

think later, maybe a week after would be better.  After the pheasants have grouped up, 
would also give a youth hunter better luck. 

 
1857 The young people need to have a chance to hunt and not to have the pressure of others. 
 
1861 Know of no instance whereby a young person introduced to hunting that caused their 

parents any problems. 
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1880 Father, son/daughter should hunt together in the early season. 
 
1900 Nice to give kids a chance to hunt without too many adults around. 
 
1906 The youth should be entitled to the early advantage. 
 
1909 When I was a young hunter, I enjoyed having the opportunity to hunt.  Separating the 

seasons is important to me. 
 
1923 It is a real good idea; it gets young kids involved. 
 
1939 Both are good programs. 
 
1959 Gives the lads the chance to get out and shoot their guns. 
 
1962 Gives youths a weekend apart from the main season starts.  I feel this gives them a 

weekend of their own. 
 
1976 It is hard to take a youth hunter out, with only one gun in the field. 
 
1979 I think it is very important to get youth started early. 
 
2024 How many more “special” weekends are possible?  The list could go on and on. 
 
2042 This is the best way. 
 
2043 Youth and Early Resident-Only Pheasant Seasons should run at the same time for those 

father and son experiences. 
 
2045 I would also like to hunt with my son from opening day on. 
 
2062 Very good program to get young hunters involved. 
 
2070 Keep giving the youth their own weekend. 
 
2075 Give the kids a chance to get a few birds. 
 
2101 We need them to continue the hunting tradition. 
 
2130 We like it; weren’t running into non-residents hunters. 
 
2146 We need kids to be involved in hunting today.  There will be hunting for years to come. 
 
2178 Most youths hunt with a parent.  Combine the weekends. 
 
2181 Early Youth Pheasant hunting is a great opportunity. 
 
2193 Great idea! 
 
2199 Good opportunity for young hunters to start early so they don’t feel pressured or intimated 

by other hunters. 
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2202 It is good to separate the youth hunt to have less pressure on public lands. 
 
2243 I think this is very good to have this for the kids. 
 
2268 We grew up hunting with dad and I didn’t need anything special. 
 
2269 This is a good way to get youth hooked on hunting. 
 
2287 This gives the youth hunters a better first chance. 
 
2292 The public lands are all picked over before actual season starts. 
 
2325 Youth should come first. 
 
2331 It’s good to allow the youth time in the field without the bird crowds. 
 
2353 I think it’s safer, that way not as many hunters out there. 
 
2417 I feel if you put youth with the early resident, some youth will get left out. 
 
2418 The youth don’t have to put up with the older hunters that lost their code of ethics. 
 
2429 They can do as well on the resident season. 
 
2434 It’s good that young folks can hunt without having to worry about getting shot by the out-

of-staters. 
 
2448 I thought this was a good idea. 
 
2478 Father and son outing.  Heard all loved the early resident hunt.   
 
2480 Very good! 
 
2484 I believe that this is a better idea if you were to have a Youth Deer Season. 
 
2495 Some dads were shooting, also. 
 
2510 It should be open hunting for all licensed resident hunters. 
 
2517 I strongly favor this, as it allows our young hunters a day to themselves with no worries of 

other hunters interfering or getting in the way. 
 
2526 Let the kids shoot the stupid ones. 
 
2528 It is good to give the kids a weekend separate from the others. 
 
2541 I don’t favor a Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2551 Should be the same time period. 
 
2616 Giving the youth a first shot is a great idea. 
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2637 Good program to get our young to hunt so the antigun people don’t take our right to own 

guns away. 
 
2642 Let the young people have their day. 
 
2653 I feel that grown-ups should be able to hunt with younger hunters to help them learn the 

proper gun handling and shooting techniques. 
 
2658 I think it’s a good idea to give the kids a chance to hunt before the birds are all stirred up. 
 
2705 I favor this because it gives a chance for youngsters to get out before they’re in a lot of 

competition. 
 
2718 Would it be possible to have the Youth Pheasant and the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Seasons on the same weekend?  The Youth Season could be on private land with the 
Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season on public land. 

 
2721 Great for the kids. 
 
2741 Birds get scared/spooked for adults. 
 
2754 Gives the new hunters the first chance and it’s less crowded.  So, gives time for real live 

field training in hunting. 
 
2757 Gives adults a chance to work out kinks in their dogs before actual season opens, and 

younger kids get a chance to hunt before birds are skittish. 
 
2759 I would like youth and early resident to coincide with each other. 
 
2775 Many, many years ago when I first started hunting with my dad there was not much, if 

any, commercial hunting.  Allowing time for quality time to teach kids to hunt properly and 
safely. 

 
2781 Combine the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season with the Youth Pheasant Season. 
 
2809 Okay, but there are people taking advantage of the season. 
 
2860 Eliminate the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season and go with a Youth Pheasant 

Season only. 
 
2879 I think it makes for too long of a season on the birds. 
 
2908 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season is ample time for supervised youth hunting.  It 

is redundant to provide the additional season. 
 
2909 I think that the youth season should stay the weekend before opener and there should be 

a resident-only season. 
 
2942 Have to drive 150 miles to hunt. 
 
2945 Gives the younger individuals more learning opportunity in the hunting field and also 

because of safety issues. 
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2949 Young hunters need to learn to hunt with others. 
 
2980 Good idea. 
 
2987 Why can’t we take our kids out on our own land? 
 
2989 I think it is a very good idea.  I got to spend time and had a great time with my boy.  We 

had great luck and quality time together. 
 
9002 I would think this could be combined with the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
9004 I love it.  All the pheasants get chased over to Grandpa’s. 
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Appendix D – Resident Comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 5: 
5. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to have

a youth pheasant hunting opportunity? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO  
  ∂ 2. YES 
  ∂ 3. NO OPINION 
 

Optional Comments:  

 
 
ID # Comments 
 
5 By having an early season, you get a chance.  This is too commercialized to make big 

money buying hunting rights and land. 
 
36 We need to keep the youth into what is important to South Dakota. 
 
59 Gives them a chance to get out in the field and do not have to worry about a bunch of 

other hunters out there. 
 
60 We never had this 20 years ago, why now? 
 
64 This is a good time to work with our youth and not worry about a lot of other hunters. 
 
67 This is a great opportunity to practice safety and ethics in smaller groups with adults 

supervising. 
 
71 Should be on the same date as the early resident-only season. 
 
88 Good opportunity for the youth. 
 
120 A good way to get new young hunters. 
 
128 It’s a good time to teach and mentor a young hunter.  I have nephews that are just 

coming of age that I plan on taking hunting. 
 
158 Great idea!  Keep it! 
 
180 I had a youth duck when I was a kid and never really understood.  Hunting is about 

camaraderie, why separate the seasons. 
 
197 Very strongly agree! 
 
232 Very important to teach the youth how to properly hunt and preserve nature. 
 
257 There’s plenty of adults shooting their kids birds. 
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262 We need more youth programs.  I am an advisor for a youth program.  Very important. 
 
267 Kids can wait with the rest of us. 
 
282 Next generation is very important to our sport. 
 
284 Like I said. 
 
312 There’s approximately 11 weeks in the pheasant season that should be plenty of time for 

everyone. 
 
313 Definitely, the youth are our future. 
 
325 If with an adult. 
 
340 Take care of our in-state kids first. 
 
361 If the kid is old enough to be responsible for a loaded semi-automatic weapon, he/she 

can hunt with everyone else. 
 
405 What better way to teach good hunting habits to kids when there is no other pressure 

from a million other hunters. 
 
462 There should be strong prior warnings and swift prosecution of adult abuses. 
 
464 Gives the kids a chance to hunt without pressure and gives the adult the freedom to 

observe and teach good hunting habits. 
 
509 The same weekend as resident-only, starting at the same time. 
 
523 It’s a great program! 
 
590 If a parent won’t take them in October, why would he do it in September? 
 
605 We need to get more youth involved in hunting activities. 
 
616 The season gives young hunters to go out and hunt birds before they get spooked. 
 
630 Absolutely, a Youth Season is a great way to give kids hunting experience in a more 

controlled environment.  It also provides a better opportunity for the young hunters to bag 
some birds, which is important for self-confidence. 

 
643 Very much so.  As an adult, I have learned so much on our season. 
 
644 But only on GF&P land only.  Not roadways or private land.  There is too much 

trespassing done and parents don’t care. 
 
656 Good for the kids. 
 
674 Great way to get the young hunters introduced to pheasant hunting. 
 
687 It seems to be successful. 
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693 Yes, otherwise when do the youths get to hunt? 
 
717 Usually too warm and there is plenty of opportunity during regular season.  My 14-year-

old would rather hunt with a “group” when everybody can shoot. 
 
753 I wish I would have had this opportunity.  Looking forward to taking my daughter this 

year. 
 
754 Residents should be able to hunt the same time as the Youth Season. 
 
774 I think this is an excellent program for our youth and I hope it can continue. 
 
789 Should be longer. 
 
796 Keep the youth interested in hunting and nature. 
 
874 Teach a kid to hunt.  You don’t have to hunt for your kid. 
 
876 Better to give them an opportunity to get to hunt first in the season. 
 
905 Put it the same time as Early Resident-Only. 
 
919 It is a good chance for them to start. 
 
921 These kids are the future hunters. 
 
941 If youth hunting is repealed then out-of-state hunting should be, also! 
 
962 Let them hunt the same time as the early season. 
 
982 Allows a great opportunity for kids to learn in a safer environment. 
 
999 With hunters with guns out, there should be more in making safety more of an issue. 
 
1007 Let’s put it this way, I used to have thousands of acres to hunt and now it’s zero.  Other 

than the early season, we didn’t have much of one after that. 
 
1066 Definitely continue. 
 
1088 Good idea, but most residents have access to decent private land.  Public land is not 

“loaded” with birds that early on most years. 
 
1093 Gives youth more incentive to hunt. 
 
1137 Keep it going.  We need all the young hunters that we can get.  It will help keep our 

heritage going. 
 
1143 I did it when I was younger. 
 
1156 Youth are the future for our hunting sport.  We need them to be interested to keep the 

sport alive. 
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1188 Youth is good to hunting future. 
  
1250 Yes, it will help them to be more confident in the field. 
 
1268 To keep it family orientated, I feel that the father of the youth should be able to hunt, also.  

The GF&P are always trying to promote family with hunting.  
 
1269 Stay with tradition, third Saturday in October. 
 
1277 They need to learn. 
 
1281 By all means, I hope it continues forever.  Wouldn’t it be great if commercial and 

preserves would let the kids hunt free one day during the early season! 
 
1282 But find a place for them to hunt later. 
 
1309 For a lot of our youth, this is the only chance they have at getting some shooting in. 
 
1310 No road hunting for the youth obviously, but make the public road rights-of-ways 

walkable. 
 
1360 Yes, because it’s getting more involved.  No, because of the age of the hunter. 
 
1382 It makes some friends. 
 
1392 Youth should have a lower cost of licenses, too!  
 
1418 Excellent teaching opportunity! 
 
1437 Too many times during Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, parents drag youth along.  

Young hunters are intimidated by older resident hunters.  
 
1451 A Youth Pheasant Season is not necessary.  A good hunter’s safety course provides all 

the knowledge needed to be a responsible hunter.  If they need to sharpen their shooting 
skills, let them do it along side other hunters who are competing for the same scarce 
resources.  Let them earn the privilege to hunt; they will respect it more than if it is just 
given to them.  Additionally, this is just another opportunity for unscrupulous adult 
leadership to show their kids how it’s done. 

 
1458 Good opportunity for youth to get some experience. 
 
1488 Great idea. 
 
1498 Gives the kids a chance and have the hunt centered around them. 
 
1530 Week before opening. 
 
1536 Crippling loss; shouldn’t be occurring because adults can’t legally back up their kids, and 

kids can get broke in during dove season just as easy! 
 
1562 Gives kids a chance to start young and get familiar with hunting. 
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1566 If our young aren’t allowed to be successful hunters, they’ll become non-hunters. 
 
1583 Priorities (quality time with your child).  Also, gun safety is important. 
 
1602 Hunting is getting to be a rich man’s sport.  The more we can do for youth, the better.  
 
1611 Allowing youth to participate in the outdoor experience ensures enjoyment for all. 
 
1616 It is the only way to give youth the break they deserve; they get more shooting. 
 
1632 I believe if you spend time with your kid and show him early the principals of hunting that 

you don’t need a special season. 
 
1635 Youth hunters need a time for hunting without being crowded in a group and have a time 

for more one on one hunting with someone older. 
 
1681 A limited bag limit might be a good compromise. 
 
1690 Any special season to get youth interested in hunting and fishing. 
 
1711 I would rather see it stay and do away with the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
1741 To keep kids interested in what our forefathers did, and not into junk games; helps with 

responsibility. 
 
1765 With the popularity of pheasant hunting, it has to be a nice to be able to hunt public 

ground with little competition. 
 
1825 Great program. 
 
1828 Again, let them hunt a week longer, as they will have a better success rate. 
 
1836 It’s too early – all the crops are still in and it’s hard to find birds. 
 
1840 I like to see every young hunter given a good chance to hunt. 
 
1870 But only a limited number of days, 1 or 2 days at the most. 
 
1880 But allow fathers to hunt, too. 
 
1923 It gets young people involved. 
 
1934 You should have a game warden that is more youth oriented. 
 
1939 Helps young people get started with adult mentoring without adult shooting. 
 
1962 I think that it’s very important for youths to get out and fish and hunt with the family. 
 
1976 It is a good thing.  Hard to hunt, but a good thing. 
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2020 It favors a select very few people!  It excludes the “out-of-state hunters” who may have a 

“youth” hunter to consider. 
 
2034 This is a great idea because once the season starts, out-of-state hunters make it hard for 

the youth to find a place to hunt. 
 
2045 The same time of Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2052 Only if it is youth hunters, hunting.  People need to obey the law. 
 
2075 I believe that the kids need supervision early.  Even though they take the hunter safety 

course, they still need to be watched to see if they follow through with what they learned 
taking the course. 

 
2109 Yes, please continue to encourage young people into the sport. 
 
2143 Very good for youth to not have to compete with all the regular hunters. 
 
2265 Great for the kids, and no competition with the adult hunters. 
 
2274 I believe it should be a family outing. 
 
2292 Don’t have 2 “special” weekends before the regular one. 
 
2331 It promotes good hunting safety and gives young people something positive to do. 
 
2332 Undecided as of yet. 
 
2351 I think it’s good for the youth to get out and have fun. 
 
2353 I think they learn good hunting habits, and see if they really enjoy hunting. 
 
2364 Kids should be 16 years of age to hunt in South Dakota. 
 
2429 Yes, with resident. 
 
2480 Excellent! 
 
2517 This allows an adult to teach and educate our youths without the worry of other hunters.  

More of a one on one without much interruption. 
 
2637 Hunting is a good clean sport and the more we involve youth, the more we can teach 

them respect for and how to handle guns. 
 
2647 To be able to hunt with adults (undivided attention) and hopefully be able to learn the 

correct and safe way to hunt with a group. 
 
2653 Combine it with the early resident season. 
 
2781 But don’t have a separate season. 
 
2819 This is a gateway to introduce youth to hunting. 

 125  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix D 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
 
2879 Skip the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2908 As it is already provided in the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, a separate Youth 

Season is reverse age discrimination. 
 
2909 I think it’s great to let the kids have a chance to hunt. 
 
2920 I really enjoyed it when I was young. 
 
2937 The future of hunting is dependent on young people learning to love hunting.  A 

successful pheasant hunt is incredibly fulfilling for most kids. 
 
2945 I think it is a great opportunity for the young people. 
 
2978 It’s a good time for young hunters to get out without feeling hurried or unsafe. 
 
2987 I am not going to get in line to hunt behind all the city people on public land.  Landowners 

should be allowed to hunt their own ground. 
 
2989 Great idea. 
 
2991 I hunted as a youth with the adults.  It was half the fun. 
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Appendix E – Resident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 9: 
9. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the 2003 Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you? 
 

       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           
             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied

 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments:  

 
 
ID # Comments 
 
4 Both days were very windy; birds wouldn’t fly.  Have no dogs. 
 
18 People everywhere.  When people stand in the middle of a public hunting area waiting for 

other people; they don’t even know to scare pheasants past them.  There are too many 
people and it’s dangerous for all involved. 

 
21 I went hunting on Saturday; it was raining.  Saw some birds and fired one shot.  Picked a 

bad day. 
 
26 We don’t eat pheasant; therefore, I don’t shoot or hunt them. 
 
71 I feel it should be opened to private land as well as state and federal land. 
 
120 Hard to tell rooster’s colors. 
 
136 In all my years of pheasant hunting, 2003 was the best in terms of numbers of birds. 
 
140 Only saw one bird in Union County.  I generally go to Beadle County for pheasant hunting 

in regular season. 
 
185 The South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks has done good with its Walk-In Program.  Gives 

resident hunters a place to hunt.  However, some of the greedy landowners in this state 
should open up some of the CRP land to hunting.  After all, this program is paid for with 
public tax dollars! 

 
220 Do not feel we need Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
232 Would be nice to have more open public areas or a longer Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season. 
 
257 It was nice to get out there earlier than usual. 
 
282 Due to the hot weather and still very few birds in southeastern counties, going was really 

tough. 
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294 Always good to get out and walk South Dakota! 
 
300 Should have the season open for the residents a weekend and the whole week before 

the regular pheasant opener. 
 
305 Very few pheasants. 
 
332 We walked a Game Production Area and didn’t see any pheasants. 
 
403 Too much cover. 
 
462 Eleven cars and pickups in a total of one square mile of state land. 
 
466 It is a good idea to give the resident hunters a chance before the out-of-state hunters 

scare all the birds. 
 
509 Some other hunters had dogs that chased out everything. 
 
550 Satisfied with the number of birds, but also way too many hunters on the public land.  

This early season would be great if open also on private land.  The public land is too 
overrun already! 

 
560 Public hunting was crowded and I refuse to pay to hunt on private land! 
 
564 I wish they would have it for two weeks that would be nice. 
 
589 Overcrowding and not enough land to hunt on.  Maybe open up all lands for in-state 

hunting only. 
 
605 Keep this season!  It’s great to have this opportunity. 
 
630 Public lands were not overly crowded and bird numbers were great.  Did plenty of 

shooting, just couldn’t hit the broad side of a barn. 
 
632 Did not hunt early season. 
 
643 It gives us a chance to say (yes, this is fun). 
 
656 Bird count should have been up, but did not harvest any. 
 
687 With warm days and a great deal of cover, I don’t do well at all.  My best month is 

November and early December. 
 
703 Too hard to find uncrowded land. 
 
714 I didn’t hunt it. 
 
717 Hunting was good; it just seemed too early and took time away from duck, goose, and 

bow hunting. 
 
766 Would like to hunt private land. 
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800 The Game, Fish and Parks have to have better food plots and more of them to keep our 

birds alive through the winter. 
 
821 No good areas to hunt. 
 
850 We hunted a new area to us. 
 
860 This is a opportunity to hunt, that most hunters fail to use.  Then they bitch about lack of 

access. 
 
869 Didn’t hunt in early season hunt. 
 
902 Did not hunt. 
 
905 Did not hunt. 
 
910 Should open private lands, also.  Heavy pressure caused the birds to relocate to private 

lands, reducing the Walk-In Areas to worthless when the regular season opens! 
 
912 Need more resident season. 
 
921 I knew it would be crowded and I still went, so I just dealt with it. 
 
937 Too crowded and too many people. 
 
941 No birds except by commercial hunting only. 
 
997 Did not hunt. 
 
1002 It makes no sense to only open state ground.  All that does is push all hunters in to those 

areas including landowners. 
 
1007 It’s almost like opening day.  Everyone is lined up like they’ve laid claim in every piece of 

public land around here. 
 
1014 I was not satisfied, every time I see a fairly close pheasant is usually when I am driving 

and by the time you abide by all the rules/laws, the pheasant is long gone. 
 
1030 During the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season I hunt areas that are difficult to access, 

thus having little competition from other hunters. 
 
1077 There was a disadvantage having it only on public hunting areas, as it was over-hunted 

and hard to find the birds. 
 
1124 I feel much gratitude for this great opportunity. 
 
1135 I did not really have hardly any time to hunt, but I really appreciate the opportunity that is 

available.  Thank you for the opportunity. 
 
1137 Need more public ground. 
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1156 Public lands get really crowded, but I believe residents should have first shot at our 

natural resources. 
 
1159 It bothers me that only public and Walk-In Areas are part of the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season.  Why not open the private land to the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 
Season?  Are GF&P afraid they may hurt the amount of non-residents hunters that come 
to South Dakota? 

 
1165 Everywhere we went there were ten other people. 
 
1193 It just opens the season a week early to a lot of road hunting.  I know it isn’t right or legal, 

but that’s how it is! 
 
1218 Lots of dumb young birds and lots of walk-in to hunt. 
 
1221 No Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season is needed.  Open the regular season for all at 

one time.   
 
1235 Too short, two week period before out-of-state hunters come in. 
 
1272 I think the pressure of youth and early resident pushed a lot of birds, deer, etc. out of 

those areas.  I support the Youth Season, but I’m neutral on the Early Resident-Only. 
 
1299 Public land in Hughes, Sully, and Stanley counties are heavily pressured.  Operations like 

the _______ in Sully County and the _______ harms road hunters so bad it is unreal. 
 
1310 I have seen the very large groups take over the public lands . . . even worse than non-

residents.  If we have the early season, open up all land including road rights-of-ways. 
 
1324 Too many hunters. 
 
1329 We hunted around Platte and saw lots of pheasants. 
 
1365 I was unable to hunt due to an injury. 
 
1368 Did not hunt. 
 
1383 On Day 1, we harvested one of three shootable birds with no pressure.  On Day 2, we 

saw nothing, but had pressure from other hunters. 
 
1392 Did not hunt; and feel it should not be offered. 
 
1410 Did not hunt. 
 
1412 This is a must, never eliminate this.  South Dakota residents deserve this. 
 
1479 We hunted in western South Dakota by Oral and there was no birds.  Sunday we went to 

Presho by Fate Dam, it was overhunted on Saturday. 
 
1484 I lost all access to private hunting when a guy from California came out in his airplane 

and leased the property.  So, this year I didn’t go pheasant hunting. 
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1488 No think resident early season is correct. 
 
1499 Did not hunt. 
 
1503 Didn’t hunt pheasants in ’03. 
 
1530 Don’t like early season, as I have relatives that come from Washington and Minnesota 

and they hunt all areas; not just state land in the area I hunt in.  
 
1536 For the non-connected resident who doesn’t have an “in” on private land, this is a 

blessing.  Your basic non-resident hunter has money to buy “in” and dogs, new truck, and 
all the logistics he needs for complete success. 

 
1595 It gives those hunters without access to private land an excellent opportunity to hunt.  

Also, it gives the residents a chance to hunt within their state without competing with non-
residents who arrive in massive numbers for the opening weeks 

 
1596 Very few birds due to poor habitat.  Farmers did not leave enough cover. 
 
1600 Walk-In Areas were very well marked, which helps to find areas to hunt legally. 
 
1601 Would like to see the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season continue. 
 
1611 The fewest number of pheasants I have ever seen on that particular place. 
 
1619 Low bird numbers in southwest South Dakota. 
 
1632 I hunt my own land. 
 
1650 I did not hunt. 
 
1681 I really enjoy just getting out with my dog, but it sure would be nice to see a few more 

roosters on public land (Shadehill Reservoir). 
 
1714 No birds. 
 
1740 I wasn’t hunting hard.  Mostly, just observing pheasant patterns and habitat. 
 
1811 It’s a good thing for locals. 
 
1825 Nice weekend to enjoy South Dakota’s great outdoors. 
 
1828 Except for the heat. 
 
1835 Whether I shoot any pheasants or not, it gives me the opportunity to be outdoors with 

friends and the dog. 
 
1841 The birds were very abundant. 
 
1935 Very few birds. 
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1938 We should be able to hunt private property during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season. 
 
1939 Walk-In Areas can get busy on that weekend. 
 
1962 I wish there was more public land in Lake County to hunt, or for the early season. 
 
1969 Only got one bird. 
 
2001 Didn’t hunt Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2021 No land to hunt unless you want to spend lots of money. 
 
2046 In the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season you only can hunt public land.  I noticed that 

there were pheasants in private land and not the public land.  I think we should be able to 
hunt private and public land. 

 
2075 The weather was good for that weekend, so we had some good luck.  
 
2091 Out-of-state hunters have no respect for our lands, rights, or birds. 
 
2094 Too many hunters and not enough land. 
 
2140 Did not hunt during this period. 
 
2143 So many other hunters. 
 
2146 I love South Dakota; God Bless South Dakota and all who live there! 
 
2157 Would like to see expanded to 2 weekends. 
 
2193 Went to a walk-in area near Sioux Falls, which wasn’t crowded, but no birds.  It was still 

fun! 
 
2197 I would like to see the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season open to private land.  Why 

can’t I shoot a bird on my own land during this early season? 
 
2202 It was raining; please have nice weather in 2004. 
 
2243 It was really too windy to hunt and really hard to find the birds. 
 
2244 Should also be on ditches and not just Walk-In Areas. 
 
2331 The few places of public ground there is around was full of hunters, but I still think this 

gives people who don’t have land to hunt on a little better chance before we get overrun 
by out-of-state hunters and their money. 

 
2353 Lots of birds and the weather was nice. 
  
2401 The Game, Fish and Parks should release birds on the public hunting spots.  The spots 

were awesome in reference to food plots and management, but no birds. 
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2407 There are no birds in Hanson County.  I own land there. 
 
2413 One of the best thing the GF&P has done for the resident hunter. 
 
2417 Only hunted on public land with no strips mowed; tough to get birds up. 
 
2429 Our hunting area, not many pheasants. 
 
2434 It was great.  Had a lot of fun hunting with local folks.  
 
2448 Not enough birds. 
 
2478 Loved it; no out-of-staters everywhere.  There was still a lot competition for hunting 

space, but glad to see South Dakota plates on all trucks. 
 
2482 Would like to see all land open for hunting. 
 
2488 I drove out to the public shooting area and there were so many hunters I turned around 

and went home. 
 
2528 Plenty of birds; great cover.  Only complaint; not enough public land around Brule and 

Lyman counties. 
 
2571 I think the residents of South Dakota should have a weekend of road hunting.  The out-of-

staters get the whole season. 
 
2616 Season was needed. 
 
2640 Didn’t hunt the early pheasant season. 
 
2653 Didn’t hunt. 
 
2753 Just like to get out; get no birds, no big deal! 
 
2787 Was not able to hunt. 
 
2789 Hunt on our own land and neighbors, but there’s no birds until we have a good hatch of 

new birds. 
 
2820 Not many birds. 
 
2828 I didn’t get a shot, but that was o.k.  I still got to go hunting. 
 
2833 I think this is a great idea.  I hunted a walk-in area with friends and family members, and 

was surprised there were not more hunters.  We had a great time! 
 
2839 Hunters are forced to do unfriendly acts in overcrowded public lands. 
 
2908 Did not early hunt. 
 
2920 The birds seemed more spooked and they ran ahead of us.  We should have used a 

blocker more often. 
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2925 Pheasants quickly moved to areas where hunting was not allowed. 
 
2949 The early season puts too much pressure on public grounds and reduces the pheasant 

population on those grounds greatly. 
 
2976 Residents should NOT be restricted to public/Walk-In Areas only. 
 
2989 It gives the South Dakota people that don’t own land or have nowhere to hunt a great 

opportunity to get a good hunting day in. 

 134  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix F 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 

Appendix F – Resident Comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 10: 
10. In your opinion, should the Game, Fish and Parks Commission continue to have

this Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season? 
 

  ∂ 1. NO  
  ∂ 2. YES 
  ∂ 3. NO OPINION 
 

Optional Comments:  

 
 
ID # Comments 
18 Yes, I’ll stay home so there’s one less person. 
 
21 Gives the residents a chance to hunt their own state land without sharing it with the rest 

of the world. 
 
36 Gives the residents time before all the _______ get out there. 
 
38 Gives the South Dakota hunters a chance to go out and enjoy our state without all the 

out-of-staters around. 
 
45 South Dakota citizens should have the opportunity to hunt before the non-residents pay 

off all the farmers/ranchers/landowners to use their land; too expensive. 
 
46 I believe it ruins the mystic of the pheasant opener.  It’s more fun to have a one-day start 

date, as it gets people more excited about the season. 
 
60 Too long of a season always. 
 
64 This is good due to not a lot of hunters to compete with. 
 
67 I was out of state this year, or I would have gone. 
 
71 Should be open to private land as well. 
 
80 Private land should be included. 
 
81 The out-of-state people spend the $$$, that is what we are after.  Let them play, let them 

pay. 
 
88 Open longer would be nice. 
 
120 It is fair to South Dakota residents. 
 
136 Residents should have the first opportunity to harvest the birds that we feed and raise. 
 
139 I think private lands should be included also. 
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141 Why only public land? 
 
146 Open it for all land and not only public ground. 
 
162 Open it to all lands, not just public land.  There is far too much pressure in these areas 

during that time. 
 
166 It’s a great chance to work the dog prior to the crowding of opening weekend! 
 
183 Would like to be able to hunt all land including road hunting before out-of-staters. 
 
185 Yes, gives “tax paying” resident hunters a chance to hunt before the “big money” non-

resident hunters and greedy local landowners team up to take all the good hunting 
opportunities. 

 
188 Open all land. 
 
210 Give our residents a chance to hunt before out-of-staters. 
 
220 It puts more people on public land.  A lot of people who have a place to hunt on private 

hunt the early season that normally would not be on public land. 
 
267 Not necessary; postpone out-of-state hunters for 2 weeks on public land. 
 
282 It gives us resident-only, non-property owners’ first crack. 
 
284 Of course.  It gives us residents a chance to walk some of the Game Production Areas 

before they get walked out; it’s our state after all.  There’s plenty to go around and there 
were just as many out-of-state hunters in my area as there were when there was no Early 
Resident-Only Season. 

 
295 Don’t hunt public land. 
 
302 Gives resident hunters a chance before out-of-staters come in. 
 
312 As hard as it is to go on land, I think we’re sending a poor message to non-residents.  

Maybe some private CRP land that we are paying for should be opened to residents-only 
after the regular season. 

 
330 Combine it with Youth Season. 
 
340 Gives in-staters first chance. 
 
365 It’s nothing I have used, but I know several people that do! 
 
387 Should open season 2 whole weeks before non-residents on all state and private land.  

Non-resident opening on November 1st. 
 
391 Open to all lands. 
 
411 I strongly agree! 
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423 Season should be one full week including Saturday through following Sunday, and 

include both public and private land. 
 
452 Please give residents a chance! 
 
459 I think it is more important to have the Youth Season by itself and skip early resident if 

the Youth Season cannot be by itself. 
 
471 Tired of competing with Minnesota and Nebraska residents for public grounds. 
 
476 It is good to have at least a short chance to hunt before the non-residents show up and it 

becomes to dangerous and expensive to hunt. 
 
498 Gives residents a chance to hunt without as much pressure. 
 
510 Does not affect my hunting either way. 
 
518 Thank you for setting aside some time for the residents-only to hunt. 
 
523 Maybe for landowners, but only on their land. 
 
527 I don’t agree with this at all! 
 
528 Go back to just one season for all. 
 
531 I severely oppose to this weekend.  It takes away from the out-of-state hunter’s ability to 

have less wild birds to hunt. 
 
538 Absolutely! 
 
539 It’s okay, but no great thing.  A time to work the dogs and stretch muscles. 
 
546 The taxpayers need to take advantage before the onslaught of out-of-state hunters arrive. 
 
550 Also, open it on private land without road hunting.  Like I state before, the public land has 

too much pressure already! 
 
558 I like to hunt the season opener with my friends, some of whom are out-of-state hunters.  

Early youth and regular season opener, that’s it. 
 
566 Please continue this program. 
 
569 This can be a great bonding time with father and son or daughter.  When out-of-state 

hunters arrive, you entertain and sometimes forget family. 
 
570 With the influx of non-resident hunters and the increasing number of pay-to-hunt 

ventures, residents should have the opportunity to hunt pheasants without the added 
competition.  I think this opportunity should also be extended to private land. 

 
571 Open to road hunting, also. 
 

 137  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix F 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 

589 There is no reason.  Only that this does dent our economy. 
 
597 But open up all ground to hunting. 
 
598 Yes, with more land to hunt.  Pheasant hunting is becoming too commercialized and a 

sport for the rich only. 
 
605 As residents, it’s great to be able to hunt our areas before the influx of non-residents. 
 
616 Gives residents a chance to go out and hunt before all the out-of-state people come. 
 
630 Out-of-state hunters still have plenty of birds to get.  I feel it is only right to give us 

residents a first chance at the birds.  After all, many of use residents who hunt, also help 
to keep birds around. 

 
643 It is for us (remember this). 
 
644 It is nice because you don’t have all the out-of-staters around to crowd you. 
 
653 This allows great opportunity for residents to hunt without pressure from non-residents. 
 
656 Allows the local folks a chance to hunt prior to the out-of-staters. 
 
665 You get a chance to hunt without being crowded by pushy out-of-staters. 
 
684 Because it should run the same season dates as the regular season!  Less pressure and 

same chance for non-residents. 
 
686 Should be open on private land, also. 
 
692 Only chance to avoid hunters that are over zealous and careless. 
 
693 It’s good for the residents of South Dakota. 
 
714 It would be okay, but it needs to be on private land and not just state/federal.  That’s why 

I didn’t hunt it. 
 
715 We should have the first opportunity. 
 
717 Season runs too long. 
 
720 I think it’s only fair to have residents hunt first because most have family farms that raise 

the birds anyway. 
 
752 It truly enjoyed hunting these days in some of my favorite Game Production Areas.  Sure 

beats the weather on the traditional opener! 
 
754 Residents should be able to hunt a week before non-residents on all South Dakota lands. 
 
773 It gives residents a good chance to get out and hunt without the out-of-state hunters 

crowding them. 
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774 I would like to see the youth be able to hunt at this time also. 
 
779 Let us hunt a full week, then I’ll quit hunting, and let the out-of-staters kill everything that’s 

left. 
 
791 In my area there aren’t that many birds.  No non-resident season here. 
 
803 I would like to see it with no restrictions, that doesn’t also apply to the regular season. 
 
806 Very important to local. 
 
827 Would like to see all hunting ground open during this time for residents only!  Before out-

of-state hunters! 
 
831 South Dakota gets overtaken by out-of-state hunters the first few weeks of the season. 
 
858 But open up private ground, also. 
 
876 That way it scatters out the birds before regular season starts. 
 
883 Too many pheasants are shot out of road ditches as people drive by them. 
 
889 A must. 
 
901 It’s a good chance to work with your dog before the season opener. 
 
910 Unfair to non-resident hunters.  Gives commercial and private hunters unfair advantage 

during the regular season.  Walk-In Areas get burned out! 
 
915 In my opinion, all the GF&P is concerned about is the good almighty dollar.  If the GF&P 

is going to have an early season for the so called residents; just because they don’t want 
to go compete against others, rather than expecting the non-resident to come and spend 
all their money than the resident, and get here and have nothing to hunt or shoot on all 
public areas.  Then the GF&P Department should take a percentage of their license sales 
and put towards a stocking program on public areas, so the non-residents at least have 
something to shoot at or kill.  The residents of South Dakota have been spoiled and used 
to getting everything for nothing that has come to a halt.  Other states have released that 
along time ago.  It’s about time South Dakota does, too. 

 
921 We could keep the season with maybe some changes, perhaps open it up for private 

land as well. 
 
941 Residents should come first. 
 
944 Good for people who don’t have a place to hunt and out-of-staters aren’t here. 
 
949 If they continue this, they should limit hunting to your counties.  This season ruins hunting 

for out-of-state hunters. 
 
951 It gave the handicap a chance to hunt. 
 
964 Pheasant opener has always been the third weekend.  Keep it the same. 
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967 I think there is enough game production ground and out-of-state people usually pay to 

hunt. 
 
970 I feel it ruins the tradition of opening day. 
 
982 Allows us the chance to hunt without the crowds. 
 
990 More than just public land would be nice.  Letting out-of-staters hunt private land the 

same time we do sucks. 
 
999 Again, archery season has been imposed on enough.  In my area, rifle, pheasant, black 

powder seasons are making it harder for other hunters and myself. 
 
1000 Definitely! 
 
1007 Even though there is hardly any places to hunt, it is really the only time residents can 

hunt without having to be rejected countless times the rest of the season trying to obtain 
permission to hunt. 

 
1014 But let us hunt on other land besides Game, Fish and Parks land. 
 
1030 I very strongly encourage you to continue this early season.  Before this was started, I 

was very bitter toward the out-of-state hunters and their tactics while hunting on public 
shooting grounds. 

 
1039 I think we should extend it to one-half of the season.  Screw the out-of-state hunters, they 

are just a pain in the ass, and tend to violate people’s land rights all the time. 
 
1047 I think this should be for handicapped and people over 65 years of age, only. 
 
1055 Then the out-of-staters do not have a place to hunt; pheasants are gone. 
 
1078 I don’t think it is fair to our non-resident hunters who give a high fee for a license and find 

the birds run out or wild in areas already hunted. 
 
1083 Because of the traditional opener, that’s when pheasant hunting opens. 
 
1088 No point.  If you cannot get out and find birds on land by December 31st, you don’t want 

to hunt birds anyway! 
 
1094 I believe that it hurts the hunting when the out-of-staters get here.  The ones that have no 

place to hunt. 
 
1111 There is not enough hunting areas to go around. 
 
1124 Gave us a great chance to shoot birds that wouldn’t have been possible during the 

regular season. 
 
1134 Open private land, too! 
 
1135 Absolutely yes. 
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1137 Yes, it gives us who live in the state a chance before all the out-of-staters get here. 
 
1140 Should be open for private land and not just public. 
 
1141 I would hunt if it was on private land, also.  I am a landowner. 
 
1155 I would like to see the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season be a weeklong (Monday 

through Sunday). 
 
1159 Please include private land in the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
1165 It’s the only chance most South Dakotans have other than road hunting. 
 
1188 Keep Minnesota hunters to a minimum. 
 
1208 It is a slap in the face to out-of-state hunters.  The pheasant opener should be as it has 

been for years.  Last year’s change was ridiculous. 
 
1211 Allows South Dakota residents to have first chance of hunting for a weekend. 
 
1218 But still promote non-resident when ever possible for upland game and waterfowl. 
 
1229 It needs to be longer because the out-of-staters have run us out! 
 
1234 Should be Friday, Saturday & Sunday. 
 
1235 Must be longer. 
 
1252 Absolutely continue this practice.  We do not own any land and it is getting more difficult 

every year to find land to hunt on, unless you are willing to pay “BIG” bucks! 
 
1256 It allows residents the chance to hunt without out-of-state hunter competition. 
 
1263 Should be open to private land as well. 
 
1266 I suppose us residents should get a break, but don’t want to drive away the out-of-staters, 

either. 
 
1268 I feel it is somewhat restrictive as to where you can hunt and most of the public ground 

needs better bird management to have more birds. 
 
1277 Too few birds already. 
 
1281 South Dakota residents should get an opportunity before non-residents arrive.  It seems 

like many non-residents are willing to pay to hunt land anyway. 
 
1289 For those who feel it’s too crowded, this offers them a period of smaller numbers of 

hunters. 
 
1291 It is a fine way to give residents a chance to hunt before the extreme hunting pressure 

hits. 
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1303 Open to all land, not just public. 
 
1307 Private land should also be open, not just public land. 
 
1310 Not unless all lands, both public and private are open. 
 
1311 It takes the fun out of “opening day.”   
 
1359 Should let us hunt (residents-only) private ground in the early season. 
 
1360 To get youth hunting involved before they hunt with older groups. 
 
1362 I would like to see this season for residents of the county of residents-only. 
 
1376 Makes birds wilder for regular season. 
 
1382 Some like it and it doesn’t hurt anything. 
 
1392 In-staters or residents have all season to go, they don’t need to start a weekend early. 
 
1399 Gives the birds an opportunity to get wild for the big push.  
 
1412 Very strongly insist you keep this. 
 
1415 Let us residents in on land before the out-of-state hunters show up. 
 
1418 Gives locals a chance on prime state hunting ground we do love, and is a fair extra for 

us. 
 
1425 Pay hunting on private lands has become a big problem.  This takes away the quality 

hunting experience for my children that I had as a child while growing up.  I have noticed 
personally and through conservation that game officers have taken a guilty until proven 
innocent attitude.  

 
1437 Only if they allow the residents to hunt on their own or private land. 
 
1452 I had to work; didn’t get a chance to go early.  
 
1484 Obviously, I have bad feelings about wealthy non-residents, so any chance for residents 

to hunt without dealing with the greedy millionaires is a good idea. 
 
1498 Very strongly. 
 
1508 Not enough money to pay for hunting and no free land to hunt except preserves, and they 

are hunted by big groups who camp out there, hours before hunting starts.  Love to hunt; 
moved out of state (company move) in 1984, then moved back in mid 90’s.  Won’t pay to 
hunt and no place to hunt!  Should have stayed out of state! 

 
1519 It is the only time to hunt without having to worry about non-residents taking over the 

hunting fields. 
 

 142  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix F 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 

1533 It should be longer. 
 
1536 For one whole month - solid. 
 
1558 Hard to find a good spot to hunt!  The places that are good are crowded. 
 
1562 Gives residents a chance to get some good hunting in before out-of-staters come in. 
 
1566 I do not hunt the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season because I hunt the North Dakota 

opener.  However, I believe the early start for residents over non-resident is very much 
warranted. 

 
1573 Have it last one week or seven days. 
 
1581 I have access to private land, but a lot of people don’t. 
 
1595 Absolutely, it does not benefit me as much as many of my fellow residents.  South 

Dakotans, in many cases, have limited funds and as a result, cannot afford to pay for 
hunting opportunities. 

 
1612 Keep lodge owners from chasing birds onto their leased land, so their clients have more 

birds to shoot. 
 
1614 After reading page 9; on the amount of out-of-staters, I think we should have an early 

season for residents! 
 
1619 There is no doubt about it. 
 
1620 I did not hunt the early season, as I was hunting antelope that weekend. 
 
1636 Just by natural hunting opportunities, the resident hunters will have more hunting 

because of local and closer traveling! 
 
1657 This season caters only to those city people that feel they are entitled to have a private 

use of public land. 
 
1677 For all grounds. 
 
1681 I think that Walk-In Areas should be included, as well as private lands. 
 
1689 Non-residents are charged a very large amount of money to hunt in South Dakota.  They 

should be afforded the same opportunities as residents. 
 
1700 Open it to all land. 
 
1705 Absolutely not! 
 
1706 I think it should be open for all lands. 
 
1718 It should be allowed on private property. 
 
1726 Keep as is; don’t add more days! 
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1728 Let the kids have two weekends.  Adults can find a spot if they really want to.  It’s a long 

season with plenty of time left to have it for yourself. 
 
1741 Yes, because it give landowners time to hunt their own land before out-of-staters come 

and hunt it down without permission. 
 
1762 Do not limit it to just public land, include private land that landowners have given you 

permission. 
 
1764 Yes, open it everywhere; not just on public lands. 
 
1767 Gives in-state hunters the opportunity to hunt.  Should be more days or two more 

weekends long. 
 
1783 I think it is beneficial to have this opportunity before all the out-of-state hunters invade the 

state. 
 
1798 I’m a firm believer of the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  It gives us a chance to 

get out and hunt before the inconsiderate out-of-state hunters come in. 
 
1828 Gives in-staters a chance to hunt first. 
 
1836 It’s too early – all crops are still in and it’s hard to find birds. 
 
1841 It gives us South Dakota hunters a chance to hunt before the out-of-staters come to hunt. 
 
1857 Too many outsiders, but at the same time the money they bring, South Dakota needs. 
 
1861 With the constant buying of property for hunting by non-residents, many people have quit 

hunting because they would lose their connections they had due to landowners charging 
to hunt. 

 
1880 Sure does piss-off the non-resident, though. 
 
1900 Nice for tax paying residents to have a chance to hunt without all the damn out-of-staters 

around. 
 
1909 Out-of-state hunters shouldn’t be able to hunt as early as residents in my opinion. 
 
1923 I would have went hunting, but I wasn’t able to get the time off. 
 
1931 The only reason I did not participate in the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season hunt is 

because I was out of town. 
 
1938 Very important to continue. 
 
1939 To satisfy those who feel crowded out by non-residents hunters during regular season. 
 
1940 It is an excellent opportunity for South Dakota residents to hunt the public land that they 

pay taxes for, before out-of-state hunters come the next week. 
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1954 Resident’s should be able to hunt anywhere, not only on public lands. 
 
1962 It gets rather crowded on public lands during the regular season.  Some people don’t 

have much private land to hunt. 
 
1974 I hunt on all private land so we have no hunting competition, but for those who don’t have 

that option, the early season is great. 
 
1975 It’s good to let residents that pay taxes and take care of this state have an early go at it. 
 
1979 I would like to see it extended until November 1st. 
 
2020 It favors a select few people!  It excludes the “out-of-state” hunters who are willing to buy 

“out-of-state licenses and is bad for “PR”. 
 
2035 It’s an opportunity for residents to find good spots to take out-of-state friends. 
 
2038 Why not have an Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  It’s part of being a proud South 

Dakotan.  Doesn’t hurt to segregate once in awhile! 
 
2042 Without question! 
 
2044 Should be either two weekends or at least one full week; a week before season starts. 
 
2046 Yes, only if you let the hunters hunt private land and not just public.  No, if it is just going 

to be public land. 
 
2052 Too many people breaking the law and hunting on their own land, no fair to everyone 

else. 
 
2063 There was so little publicity on this early season that it slipped my mind until it was over.  

Next year I will have it on the calendar to go. 
 
2070 Thank You! 
 
2075 I don’t think we should be limited to public shooting areas.  More chances for somebody 

getting shot.  Everybody swarms to the public shooting areas.  If you’re not there first, 
what do you do?  I think you should open up road hunting, too.  Scatter the hunters out 
and give everybody a chance to get some birds and not just a few who happen to get to 
the public shooting areas first. 

 
2085 Residents have a tough time getting land when the rich have so much rented. 
 
2088 I wasn’t aware of the season this year.  It should continue only if it includes road hunting 

(that’s all I do). 
 
2094 If there was more land to hunt on. 
 
2101 Too many out-of-state hunters come to South Dakota and hunt. 
 
2142 We get a head start ahead of out-of-staters. 
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2146 I would like to thank the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Commission for doing such 
a good job with the public lands I hunt. 

 
2155 Public and private lands. 
 
2158 Should allow residents to hunt private land during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season. 
 
2178 It is the only time a person can find a place to hunt! 
 
2181 Restrict pheasant season to opening day through the end of December. 
 
2192 Too discriminatory against out-of-state guests; unfriendly serves no purpose. 
 
2197 I would be very disappointed if this early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was taken from 

us residents.  I strongly think that it should be longer. 
 
2202 I really like the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season; it gives residents the opportunity 

for peaceful hunting before out-of-staters arrive. 
 
2230 Open it up for everywhere, not just public land. 
 
2243 This give the residents a chance to hunt before it gets really crowded. 
 
2247 Absolutely! 
 
2257 Open it to all areas. 
 
2269 We live here, we pay taxes here, and we should have first priority. 
 
2271 Would be better if private land could be hunted.  That’s where they all were by Monday. 
 
2273 That gives me a chance to hunt before the (money) people get here. 
 
2281 Open to all lands and not just public hunting grounds. 
 
2303 Make it available to private land. 
 
2313 Very important to South Dakota residents. 
 
2331 It’s a good plan for local people to get a little jump. 
 
2349 Gives residents a chance to get a few pheasants before all the crazy out-of-state hunters 

swarm in. 
 
2351 I think opening day should be same for everybody.  We all are equal and that’s why I 

went in the Army; for equal rights. 
 
2353 I think we should have the chance to hunt before the big rush. 
 
2369 Regular season is long enough; everyone has the same chance the first day, and birds 

are not wild! 

 146  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix F 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 

 
2418 Yes, I think it is a good idea, at least the residents can hunt with a little ease that an out-

of-stater that is just here for a good time won’t shoot them.  
 
2422 But you should allow hunting on private land.  I did not participate because public lands 

were too full. 
 
2429 Have some food plots available. 
 
2434 This is great.  Once the out-of-staters hit this country, they’ve screwed the hunting up so 

bad for the locals that you don't even want to tell folks that you are a pheasant hunter. 
 
2437 Let the residents hunt the regular season with the rest of us.  Really who spends all the 

money, motel, gas, shells, fees, food, and licenses; over $100.  It’s not the poor resident 
hunters pouring millions into the state’s pocket. 

 
2451 Love it for the young hunters. 
 
2463 The county I live in doesn’t have much public shooting areas. 
 
2478 Some of the best hunting during the season. 
 
2480 Gotten extremely difficult for non-landowners to hunt opening season. 
 
2488 It didn’t work for me, but some people probably did. 
 
2510 Out state, our birds. 
 
2517 Although I didn’t participate, this early season allows residents a chance of their own to 

enjoy a weekend without non-residents crowding things. 
 
2526 It would be nice to be able to hunt on private land, too. 
 
2551 An excellent program; keep it up. 
 
2621 Public land and private. 
 
2632 Make private land part of the early season. 
 
2637 Not informed enough on this subject to have formed an opinion. 
 
2645 It would be a lot better if they would open up the season for both state land and private 

land to residents. 
 
2655 It gives people with no land a chance to hunt public ground without having to compete 

with more people. 
 
2673 Only if it is for public land and NO rights-of-ways!  I do not like to be bothered when I am 

working in the field. 
 
2701 Allow it on all land. 
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2710 Good adult hunters need no special seasons, however it is nice to get out before the out-
of-staters flock in. 

 
2718 The youth pheasant hunting is much more important to me than the early resident 

season. 
 
2753 Gives a chance for residents to hunt some areas before out-of-staters show up! 
 
2754 Gives South Dakota hunters a privilege. 
 
2757 Gives us (residents) a chance to hunt before the fields are worked over. 
 
2781 No, unless you continue this season with the Youth Pheasant Season. 
 
2789 Doesn’t really matter in our area, as we have no pheasants. 
 
2809 Because after this season I was subjected to no hunting, except for road hunting until 

after Thanksgiving. 
 
2819 Non-resident hunting has become big business and commercialized. 
 
2828 I would like to see it open to road hunting all over and not just next to public areas, but 

I’m not holding my breath. 
 
2839 I would like to see a longer season. 
 
2869 Hunting should be treated as a sport first and not a money venture for hotels, etc.  

Residents should come first. 
 
2879 I think it makes for too long of a season on the birds. 
 
2908 If for no other reason . . . to allow South Dakotans a “bang” for their buck, in an 

otherwise, non-resident spectacle for the wealthy. 
 
2909 I think it takes away from having a true opening day and probably adds work for the 

GF&P who is already busy at this time of year. 
 
2920 They residents deserve the chance at the birds first, especially on the public lands. 
 
2941 Yes, it’s a good opportunity for in-state hunters to get on public land before out-of-state 

hunters come in. 
 
2945 Gives the people that live here more opportunity to hunt before all non-residents get here. 
 
2949 I enjoyed better hunting on public ground before the early resident seasons.  The areas 

of public hunting put so many hunters on public ground at once, making it unsafe to hunt 
and it greatly reduced pheasant populations. 

 
2954 It was great to get out and not worry about fighting off all the out-of-staters. 
 
2963 I think you should open private land, also. 
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2978 This is a good opportunity for South Dakota hunters to get out and hunt. 
 
2980 Good for resident participation. 
 
2983 I operate a campground; and our out-of-state hunters are not happy about the Early 

Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2984 This just placates the Sioux Falls crowd. 
 
9003 Hunters should have to draw for areas they want to hunt in.  This should be done for the 

regular season, also.  Also, suggest $10 stamp for resident and non-resident hunters, 
required to hunt on public lands. 

 
9004 A full 2 weeks long. 
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Appendix G. Frequencies for the number of days hunted during the 2003 Regular 
Pheasant Season by resident and nonresident hunters 

Resident Hunters Nonresident Hunters  
Days Hunted Number Percent Number Percent 
1      97   5.7%        9   0.7% 
2    248 14.7%    164 13.6% 
3    167   9.9%    364 30.2% 
4    159   9.4%    186 15.4% 
5    137   8.1%    244 20.3% 
6    108   6.4%      74   6.1% 
7      87   5.2%      45   3.7% 
8      86   5.1%      34   2.8% 
9      64   3.8%      14   1.2% 
10      62   3.7%      54   4.5% 
11 – 15    199 11.8%      14   1.2% 
16 – 20    118   7.0%        1   0.1% 
21 – 30    110   6.5%        1   0.1% 
31 – 40      30   1.8%        0   0.0% 
41 – 50      13   0.8%        0   0.0% 
51 or more days        3   0.2%        0   0.0% 
Total 1,688 100% 1,207 100% 
Summarized Data  see Table 18 see Table 60 
.  
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Appendix H – Resident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 15: 
15. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the Regular 

Pheasant Season this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were you?  
Please circle only one response. 

 
       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           

             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied
 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments:  

 
ID # Comments 
  
21 Didn’t hunt very much; should have hunted more (my fault). 
 
36 Too many out-of-staters (rude people). 
 
136 The easy winters we have had in the past couple of years, reflects a good increase in the 

population. 
 
152 For hunting public ground, I was very satisfied with the number of birds. 
 
158 I wish I could get out more often. 
 
176 I go for the hunt, not the kill. 
 
185 Some areas the bird numbers were up; other places they were down. 
 
188 Season for non-residents should close after first weekend in November. 
 
197 Pheasants are scarce in Turner County.  I did hunt one weekend near Orient, SD, where 

pheasants are very abundant. 
 
211 I enjoy just being out and enjoying the wildlife. 
 
221 Private land is becoming more difficult to find to hunt on. 
 
226 I was too busy to hunt this year. 
 
233 You can’t hunt with a dog. 
 
240 Not many birds.  Saw no birds nesting in 100 acres of alfalfa, but saw late hatches in 

August. 
 
267 Satisfied, thanks to decent weather the last two winters.  Better bird numbers. 
 
269 Birds are getting fewer each year. 
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282 Having the chance to go a field with family and friends is always satisfying, birds or no 

birds. 
 
284 Seems to be an abundance of hens, which is good for next year I guess. 
 
286 Lots of birds, but too much hunting pressure. 
 
308 There are too many out-of-staters coming in and taking our birds. 
 
312 I have a good dog and we average above 2 ½ hours a day walking to get the birds that 

we get. 
 
313 I did not really hunt a lot this year.  Too busy with my children (family) and work. 
 
318 Where I was hunting pheasants, our land was very good hunting. 
 
326 Very few pheasants in our area. 
 
340 The 2003 season; the pheasant numbers were up, but areas for birds seems to be 

getting less.  It depends on the moisture during the year. 
 
353 No where to go without paying to go; that and public land is to hunted too much to try. 
 
363 Bird numbers are raising, but not what they used to be. 
 
365 Had nine hunters with one dog and we hunted from 10:30 a.m. until dark; didn’t get any 

pheasants. 
 
367 Not much bird population in Yankton County. 
 
388 Had very little time this year to hunt, waiting for next year. 
 
390 Only hunted Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
400 The drought limited cover and the late season birds were very wild. 
 
428 Because of drought the numbers were down. 
 
459 I just love to get out with my kids and dogs. 
 
462 I like to hunt with my dogs and a friend with his dogs.  If I shoot a bird it’s a great day! 
 
469 Lack of permission. 
 
498 Just didn’t get to hunt enough. 
 
510 I shot fewer pheasants and saw fewer birds during harvest. 
 
521 I hunt relatives’ land next to a hunting preserve. 
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526 The public land had excellent cover for late season hunting, but held very few birds.  I 

attributed this to hunting pressure and a lack of food sources.  It would be nice to see 
food plots added to some public areas. 

 
539 Good hunting. 
 
541 Not dissatisfied in the hunt, just the access to land is so hard. 
 
558 Pheasant hunting rules!  It was easy to find free land to hunt on in Brown County.  Groton 

rules! 
 
560 The best hunting is private, and I refuse to pay to hunt. 
 
569 We need more alfalfa fields for nesting and encourage farmers for better habitat for 

survival. 
 
570 Satisfied only in the number of birds.  I consider myself a very sound sportsman.  Most of 

the road hunting trips I had involved negative experiences with landowner harassment 
concerning road hunting.  A hard pill to swallow. 

 
571 Better than the last few years. 
 
599 The public hunting land is over-hunted.  If not for road hunting, chances would be slim. 
 
630 Bird numbers were good, but spotty.  Public lands and Walk-In Areas were crowded in 

the first part of the season, but not to bad. 
 
642 Only due to hunting on family land.  The number of out-of-state hunters and the dollars 

they pay will turn South Dakota into a “high-class” hunting playground.  In can foresee my 
kids will be unable to afford to hunt pheasants in South Dakota. 

 
643 My son took the shots.  I cleaned up. 
 
644 It helps when private individuals, like myself, raise and release pheasants to help 

increase the population. 
 
656 Always good to be out working with the dog and bringing the kids along. 
 
663 Lack of birds on public land, farmer harassment, and lack of private land without fees. 
 
687 One of my best years! 
 
693 It was a fun year for hunting; there are a lot of birds this year. 
 
708 I live 13 miles north of Clark, SD, and there are very few pheasants in this area. 
 
717 Big increase in bird numbers. 
 
730 Best season in a long time. 
 
773 There is getting to be more and more out-of-state hunters each year. 
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779 Private land, but not very good hunting. 
 
896 I would like to see more birds planted. 
 
901 Pheasants were in the corn more often than grass. 
 
915 The public areas weren’t worth a shit after the residents had already gone through. 
 
921 It doesn’t take much to improve from last year, but I have still had better years than this 

one. 
 
928 More birds than last year. 
 
937 Too crowded and not many birds. 
 
944 Weren’t a whole lot of birds in Hanson County where I hunted; thought there would be 

more. 
 
945 We have not had a hatch the last two years. 
 
962 Good pheasant numbers. 
 
1002 GF&P estimates were for huge numbers.  However, public ground didn’t produce. 
 
1030 Hunting areas that are only accessible by walking a great distance afforded me 

opportunity to find a good number of birds. 
 
1047 Need more Walk-In Areas and public land. 
 
1066 Best hunting in my lifetime.  I do not charge to hunt.  Friends and relatives come every 

weekend.  We shot a total of 441 pheasants. 
 
1083 The season is too long. 
 
1098 Didn’t do a lot of hunting this year, but when I did there were birds to be shot at. 
 
1111 The habitats in road rights-of-ways have been totally abused by farmers tearing out 

fences and farming road rights-of-ways. 
 
1137 Getting to be so many out-of-state hunters on public land. 
 
1165 Public land is overhunted and private is tough to find.  I got to hunt on a friend’s land in 

November when all of their paying hunters were back in Minnesota. 
 
1175 Best year ever. 
 
1211 Would have been better with some closer shots. 
 
1218 Pheasants everywhere if you were willing to look for them. 
 
1229 Bird numbers were inflated, attracting way too many out-of-state hunters. 
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1235 Crowded. 
 
1250 Good population of pheasants and good habitat for them. 
 
1251 Best numbers ever! 
 
1268 Limited number of birds and not enough cover like the CRP in past years. 
 
1272 I could shoot a little better! 
 
1281 Friends invited me to hunt.  Their land was loaded with birds. 
 
1299 Again, public land is very over-pressured and road hunting any place that there was a 

preserve you get treated like crap, boxed in, etc. 
 
1310 Once the large groups were gone we had a ton of fun. 
 
1329 The people I hunted with shot most of the pheasants.  We had very good luck. 
 
1339 No water – drought. 
 
1344 Drought was hard on pheasants/grouse.  Very few seen all year.  When spotted, they 

were in small grain fields/occupied areas. 
 
1360 Need more moister and not as hot of weather. 
 
1373 The weather was incredible and our hunting party was very successful.  
 
1383 I limited, my son is just getting started.  We had 20 roosters between us.  Private lands – 

excellent, GPA's – ok, and walk-ins – ok. 
 
1392 I feel resident license fees are too high since we raise the wildlife and pay taxes in this 

state! (I farm). 
 
1398 Not everybody has the money to pay what the landowners are charging.  I about had to 

stand in line to hunt the public land and Walk-In Areas that had birds. 
 
1418 Best year in 5 years. 
 
1451 Wanted to get out more often, but it’s too far to travel. 
 
1452 Very hot and dry.  Too many orange “Wildlife Preserve/Sanctuary” signs! 
 
1479 I like the outdoors, but the birds were very smart and hard to get. 
 
1482 Birds in western South Dakota are scarce.  Private property allowing hunting scarce. 
 
1498 Best season I have ever experienced.  Lots of birds and good weather. 
 
1536 Too many non-stop, non-residents all week long.  
 
1566 Drought has hurt habitat.  CRP areas that are grazed or hayed should be re-established. 
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1574 Should be able to hunt private CRP.  My tax dollars pay for it and then the landowner 

wants to charge to hunt! 
 
1589 Younger hunters had a great time. 
 
1602 Had a great time; saw a lot of birds.  Public areas seemed overrun with hunters. 
 
1612 Way too many hunting lodges (23) in Jerauld County tying up all the land. 
 
1657 Wish I wouldn’t have wrecked my truck hitting a deer coming back from opening 

weekend.  That caused me to miss a couple of weekends I would have gone. 
 
1660 We have moved to almost exclusive pay-to-hunt private shooting preserves due to 

exclusive pheasant/hunting time in our area. 
 
1681 There just aren’t many birds and a lot of hunters on public land. 
 
1688 Hunted on a friend’s farm that charges a fee.  I helped him and didn’t have to pay! 
 
1690 I was unable to hunt much due to work. 
1737 Private land is mostly leased out to more and more out-of-staters and Minnehaha County 

residents “camp out” on Walk-In Areas or come in with 10 to 20 people and take over. 
 
1762 Overall, bird populations are very low; worse in most locations. 
 
1765 I find the people in the northeast part of the state very cordial and willing to let people 

hunt, but with pheasant hunting changing from a sport to a business, I am becoming 
increasingly concerned about the future for all. 

 
1768 I was pretty satisfied with the road hunting that I did.  If my rights for road hunting are 

taken away, I won’t bother to buy a license again. 
 
1783 I love being out and walking in the fields and sloughs, whether I shoot my gun or not! 
 
1835 Was too busy to get out more this year. 
 
1841 I shot a lot of birds and in order to keep hunting, I gave a lot of them to landowners.  So, I 

was very satisfied with the hunting this year. 
 
1849 I enjoyed hunting the most, later in the season (December). 
 
1855 2003 was the best hunting in years. 
 
1858 Too much pressure in public lands. 
 
1923 I have never went pheasant hunting where I didn’t have a good time. 
 
1935 Very few birds. 
 
1962 I saw more pheasants in Lake County in 2003 than I have seen in 10 – 12 years. 
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1969 Not enough time off for me to go hunting. 
 
1975 Need more birds. 
 
1976 Had a great year. 
 
1979 Public land was overrun with non-residents and most of the private land, most wanted a 

fee to hunt.  I don’t believe a hunter should have to pay $50 to $150/day to hunt CRP 
ground that already is supported by tax dollars. 

 
2020 We had two good days out of six. 
 
2034 The number of birds was way down.  Predators have taken a large number. 
 
2042 Great exercise, however few pheasants. 
 
2069 Most birds we’ve seen in 15 years around Hartford and Humboldt, SD. 
 
2074 Farmer mowed ditches right up to the fence - commercial hunting.  Fenced off graded 

double gravel road, so you couldn’t go through south of Kimball, SD. 
 
2075 We got a few birds, that’s all we wanted.  
 
2091 I am tired of seeing out-of-state hunters, 40 hunters wide, going from public walk-in to 

public walk-in cleaning out all the birds. 
 
2146 I hunted public land Walk-In Areas.  South Dakota has the best game land as it’s full of 

game. 
 
2178 Pheasant numbers on public land were poor.  These land need food plots. 
 
2192 Public land needs some work.  Tear up the damn brome grass and plant areas or sweet 

clover.  Sweet clover is the best habitat for nesting and winter survival. 
 
2210 I was very satisfied with the hunting but disappointed with the lack of pheasants. 
 
2229 Weather was good and so were the pheasant numbers. 
 
2260 My reaction time is slower and I miss too many shots. 
 
2265 Not many pheasants on own land. 
 
2273 Too many out-of-state hunters.  They think they own the state. 
 
2278 The law is now so restrictive.  You can only hunt on private land if you are planning on 

enjoying it! 
 
2281 Too many man made obstacles, such as cattle, parked vehicles, and safety zone signs 

posted much farther from building than 660 ft. 
 
2287 Not use to shutting truck off when road hunting. 
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2293 Would hunt more if I had a dog. 
 
2312 Got pretty wild and bunched. 
 
2331 The numbers were very good with a good winter.  We should see the most birds ever in 

this corner of the state. 
 
2341 It’s not the getting; it’s the going. 
 
2351 First week was hot, but I had a good fall hunt. 
 
2369 More birds in 2003 than 2002.  Our area not hunted very heavy (west of Ipswich). 
 
2402 We farm 11,000 acres. 
 
2410 There is no place for the average South Dakota resident to hunt because of greed from 

locals keeping the resident out. 
 
2421 Every year it is tougher to find places to hunt that you don’t need to pay to hunt. 
 
2429 Public hunting is only good opening day.  Just grass doesn’t old pheasants. 
 
2437 Lots of birds, but didn’t have much time to hunt; my excuse. 
 
2448 Need more birds in eastern Douglas County.  Some friends, and I released 150 hens in 

Garfield Township.    
 
2456 Not many pheasants; season too long; and too many out-of-state hunters. 
 
2478 Would have been very satisfied, but I lost five birds due to ass shots and they flew away. 
 
2517 Not as many birds as in the early 80’s, but it was nice to be able to see birds, even if 

some are pen raised. 
 
2526 There were more damn deer than pheasants. 
 
2541 Saw enough birds, just couldn’t hit enough. 
 
2568 The regular season the birds were more wild; flushed early and difficult to hunt without 

dogs. 
 
2637 Any time out hunting is better than work. 
 
2642 Very satisfied with all land hunted in Question 14. 
 
2658 I didn’t work too hard at it. 
 
2710 Unlike many, if I go out and see 10 birds and bag one, I’m happy. 
 
2754 Only went opening day, but had a great time! 
 
2756 Everyone else shot before I could.       
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2809 Trespassers and people shooting from cars lessens the feeling of hunting. 
 
2828 Road hunting is not as good as previous seasons for some reason. 
 
2869 I would have hunted more (much), but my father was terminally ill.  I always hunt more, 

and all season. 
 
2887 Did not have a lot of time this year compared to past years. 
 
2898 Only hunt on a private preserve and I’m satisfied.  There are very few birds in this area, 

otherwise. 
 
2920 This year seemed a lot better than last year. 
 
2930 Had a nice walk. 
 
2935 Weather had a lot to do with our weekend not being good. 
 
2937 It’s getting incredibly hard to find good public hunting areas. 
 
2941 More work is needed in the far western part of the state – habitat. 
 
2944 I’m a lousy shot.  I hadn’t hunted in 5 years.  I had fun. 
 
2962 Without rights-of-way hunting it would have been moderately dissatisfying. 
 
2971 Need food plots and released birds on public areas. 
 
2980 Too many hunters in field when getting permission to hunt. 
 
2984 I think that GF&P has done a very good job of making non-private land available. 
 
2986 More of my neighbors are charging to hunt.  I have lived here 25 years; live in the 

country, and find that a bit frustrating. 
 
2989 Thank you for your hard work on public land and designated Walk-In Areas. 

 159  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix I 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

Appendix I – Resident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 16: 
16. Compared to all your previous years of pheasant hunting experiences in South 

Dakota, how easy or difficult was it to find good places to pheasant hunt this 
year (2003)? Please circle only one response. 

 

Very 
Easy

Moderately 
Easy

Slightly 
Easy

 
Average

Slightly 
Difficult

Moderately 
Difficult

Very 
Difficult

No 
Opinion

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Optional Comments:  
 
ID # Comments 
  
2 I know someone who has land.  If I didn’t know anyone with land, it would be difficult. 
 
21 Most landowners want to be paid or only let friends and family hunt. 
 
38 It is getting tougher each year trying to find land to hunt.  Without the friends I have, I 

would be paying to hunt on every outing. 
 
43 Knowing people, who know other people, with several calls involved. 
 
59 There is a lot of posted land. 
 
66 I own my own land.  
 
84 We have private land to hunt with no fees. 
 
136 The number of landowners willing to let you hunt seems to be decreasing. 
 
140 I hunt my brother’s farm and Walk-In Areas in Beadle County. 
 
148 Gets tougher every year; everybody wants money. 
 
152 Very hard to get on private land without paying money.  I quit asking landowners. 
 
154 We rely on leasing some ground for hunting, which is getting more difficult and 

expensive. 
 
166 Fee hunting areas are making it tough on the average Joe. 
 
182 Have private land to hunt. 
 
185 Luckily, there were good numbers of birds on some public lands.  Very few private 

landowners I asked would let me hunt, they all wanted money.  They all say the days of 
“free” hunting are over! 

 

 160  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix I 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
188 A lot of pay hunt and leased land. 
 
197 Main area is Turner County. 
 
208 I go the same place every year.  I have a good friend who lets me hunt. 
 
210 More people are only letting paying hunters on their land; don’t have extra money for that. 
 
221 Commercial hunting continues to grow in numbers and conversation. 
 
222 More pheasants typically make it harder to get access on private land. 
 
226 It was nice to hunt Road Rights-of-Way.  Otherwise, I might not have bought a license. 
 
236 I have relatives that still farm and I am allowed to hunt their land. 
 
248 Our family has a 2,385-acre farm. 
 
267 My hunting land is land that I have been hunting since 1972. 
 
278 Hunted on private land. 
 
282 The distance traveled to find birds was tough. 
 
284 If you’re willing to pay to hunt, you can find lots of places to hunt. 
 
294 We hunt our own land. 
 
295 Getting tougher. 
 
308 The public land was very abundant. 
 
313 I really didn’t have to ask for permission this year.  I find if I hunt by myself, I can get onto 

land much easier. 
 
319 It’s who you know and how much you want to pay! 
 
332 Hunted on my own land. 
 
340 Money talks; if not money gifts.  Limited areas where we live; friends, relatives, and non-

residents usually have first chance for access. 
 
353 Too many people want money. 
 
358 In general it is more difficult, but I have made some connections that allowed some 

limited access to private land.  Price for private land keeps going up & up. 
 
361 All the public and walk-in land had out-of-state hunters on it. 
 
363 Could always use more GF&P land or walk-in land. 
 
364 Only because I know someone that knew someone. 
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365 If you don’t have money, you’re not going to hunt private land. 
 
386 Hunt on relatives’ (cousins’) land. 
 
387 Lost my best hunting spot to $100 fee hunters, I can’t afford that. 
 
388 People just don’t like to let people hunt anymore. 
 
396 I’m a road hunter. 
 
405 I am a native South Dakotan and I am concerned about the number of out-of-state 

hunters. 
 
412 Tough the first couple of weeks, money talks. 
 
422 We must find a way to convince landowners to let people hunt on their land.  This must 

become a priority for South Dakota. 
 
423 More places charging to hunt than last year. 
 
428 We have leased land. 
 
439 We hunt mostly the same land every year. 
 
449 Increasingly previous private (no fee) land now is either leased or not available or 

requires a substantial fee per gun to hunt. 
 
462 Usually, it is 2 – 4.  For a couple of years I have just happed to have some good friends 

who have just acquired good land.  In general, to find a place to hunt is not easy for most 
guys. 

 
485 Unless you pay, no one will let you hunt their land. 
 
502 Very easy as I own land and hunt on relatives’ land. 
 
510 100% private land that I help the landowner harvest and I can hunt any time. 
 
519 Did not have to ask permission due to annual hunts for many years.  Family and friend 

connections. 
 
520 Hunt on family land. 
 
521 I hunt relatives’ land next to a hunting preserve. 
 
526 It would have been very difficult for me to find good pheasant hunting were it not for one 

family member who owns a small farm.  The days of people letting strangers hunt seems 
to be over. 

 
527 I have land to hunt. 
 
538 We know where to go! 
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539 Less and less every year. 
 
540 I mostly hunt friend and family land. 
 
541 I work hard at trying to get access, just get tougher each year. 
 
550 More private land going to paid hunting and too many people on public land. 
 
553 Hunted my own land. 
 
558 We asked complete strangers if we could hunt and they let us even though we are from 

Sioux Falls. 
 
570 Road hunting allows a person to concentrate on areas where there are better bird 

concentrations.  This has lead to my good success. 
 
574 Have family with private land. 
 
576 Everybody wants payment.  One area we had a landowner follow us on the road as we 

walked the ditch.  He was “protecting” his interests. 
 
586 Too much land is being tied up by pay hunting. 
 
598 Needed to go west because local land is leased. 
 
603 The hard part was beating other hunters to the spots. 
 
605 Keep the WIA Program active. 
 
611 Every farmer wants money.  I’ve got a 10 year old son, and pheasant hunting will cost too 

much to take him out. 
 
618 I hunt on private land. 
 
622 My family owns land. 
 
630 I can’t afford to pay to hunt private land, and public and Walk-In Areas are really over-

hunted. 
 
643 We could use state-restricted ground for in-state hunters only. 
 
656 Dad is a farmer. 
 
657 Farmer will not let you hunt. 
 
687 As an officer in the Grant County Pheasants Forever Chapter, access is very easy, but 

only because of my contacts. 
 
688 I got very lucky knowing the right person. 
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692 Most out-of-staters send “campers” to hold public areas and more from one to another in 

large numbers. 
 
693 You just got to know where to go. 
 
709 If commercial hunting isn’t limited soon it will all be commercial. 
 
717 Pay-to-hunt hasn’t taken over here yet.  Usually, we have low pheasant numbers. 
 
754 No one will let you hunt the land.  Road hunting is a must for South Dakota hunters. 
 
762 Only hunted at private shooting preserve, unsure of how to source good pheasant 

hunting land. 
 
766 Would have like to hunt some of the private land next to public land.  Like to have Walk-In 

Areas next to public land. 
 
768 I hunted just my own land. 
 
773 Knowing the right people helps. 
 
779 Had to get to a spot three hours ahead of shooting hours. 
 
801 I have a friend in that county. 
 
808 My own land. 
 
820 I have 1,200 acres of my own land. 
 
831 Paid hunting is bullshit. 
 
832 If I wouldn’t have married into a family with a lot of hunting land it would have been more 

difficult. 
 
834 My old favorite areas have mostly gone commercial.  I especially detest these hunting 

preserves. 
 
839 We have access to private land (relations). 
 
848 Too much private land not accessible due to commercial lease. 
 
853 We were invited; really did not ask. 
 
854 If someone wouldn’t have invited me, it would have been difficult to find private land to 

hunt on. 
 
885 Landowners charging fees has ruined hunting.  Hard to find a place to take a kid hunting 

unless you’re ready to pay.  All they have is walk-in and they are over-hunted.  Kids will 
never see the hunting this state once had and ruined. 

 
887 Hunted on land we farm. 
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893 Helped guide on private land.  Other than that, hard to find access until very late in the 

season. 
 
900 I have friends and a brother that have land to hunt. 
 
901 Landlords are taking more hunting privileges away from renters.  They are charging out-

of-staters. 
 
910 No Walk-In Areas in Brule County, although GF&P has their regional office there.  Lyman 

County Walk-In Areas are fewer each year.  Although, funding for this program has 
greatly expanded. 

 
915 As long as you hunted on private land where the hunting was real good. 
 
920 I hunt on my own land. 
 
928 Too many hunters. 
 
934 Hunted own land. 
 
937 Too much pay hunting around and the drought hurt the pheasants.  All Game, Fish and 

Parks wants is money. 
 
944 Hunt private land (relation).  Otherwise, I think it could get difficult to hunt.  Everyone 

wants money to hunt now. 
 
946 I hunted my own land. 
 
969 Anyone that has good hunting charges. 
 
970 I hunted 100% on private land.  I think it is very difficult for out-of-state hunters to find 

good hunting land. 
 
1000 Public places crowded, but quite a few options. 
 
1002 Landowners all want money.  Public ground is overcrowded.  This attitude is killing 

hunting for the average hunter. 
 
1007 I asked maybe 30 landowners or more; never received permission from one of them, and 

I’ll bet three-fourths of them wanted money.   
 
1021 Brother’s land. 
 
1023 Hunt our family farm. 
 
1030 As I noted above, good places to hunt were available because I was willing and able to 

walk at least one-half mile to get to good habitat. 
 
1052 Hunt on dad’s land in Brown County. 
 
1066 I hunt mostly on my own land. 
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1078 I am a landowner. 
 
1083 But you have to have friends, close friends. 
 
1086 I hunt my own land. 
 
1091 Best friend owns ground, so it’s easy for me to go anytime I want. 
 
1097 I hunt most all of my own land. 
 
1098 My dad and I have land to hunt. 
 
1104 We hunt our own land, so I don’t have to look. 
 
1111 Over spraying by farmers has destroyed the ecology.  Nobody cares about the bottom 

rug of our ecosystem, insects, frogs, etc.  We now have a big round-up (spray) ready 
“desert”. 

 
1135 Hunted walk-ins and my own land. 
 
1140 I do most of my hunting on public land. 
 
1146 Thanks for saving road hunting! 
 
1148 I grew up in a small town and most of my friends are farmers. 
 
1155 I was hunting with a friend on his uncle’s land.  We help him with some projects and he 

lets us hunt. 
 
1159 I know many resident hunters who are not as fortunate as I am when it comes to hunting 

land.  For lots of South Dakota hunters the reality is no money, no hunting.  
 
1166 I work in the agriculture industry; for all others this would be a (6)! 
 
1169 Because we leased land, but otherwise it would be very difficult.  The average resident is 

leaving the sport because of having to pay to hunt! 
 
1203 Too much competition for private land because of fee hunting. 
 
1211 Easy if you know someone with land, otherwise can be very tough. 
 
1218 Many more birds this year. 
 
1229 Too many out-of-state hunters. 
 
1236 I own land. 
 
1250 Later in the season it’s easier to get on private land. 
 
1256 More and more private land is posted- rented out. 
 
1258 I have hunted on the same private land for several years.  (No fee charged) 
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1268 Most landowners have leased land and hunting to out-of-staters or lodges, limiting areas 

that I have to hunt.  Very restrictive as to places to hunt without digging into your wallet. 
 
1270 Land owned by father-in-law. 
 
1281 I was invited to hunt, so I did not ask any private landowners. 
 
1282 Didn’t hunt because of not being able to find a place to hunt. 
 
1291 Great populations and cover on public lands, private land is getting harder to hunt without 

paying, but that is o.k. - Their right to charge for access, but not to control who receives 
licenses or hunts. 

 
1299 Later in the season even worse. 
 
1307 By mid-November it seems 90% of the birds are in someone’s front yard.  They won’t let 

anyone hunt without cash.  The prices that most charge will buy a lot of beef at the store. 
 
1310 Came across legal public road rights-of-ways, which farmers had fenced off or parked 

machinery across, so that we could not enter.  No cattle were present.  Owners own pay-
to-hunt operations. 

 
1326 It is getting harder to find a place to hunt without paying. 
 
1327 Too much pay for hunting!  20 years ago, you could ask most farmers for a place to hunt 

and find one and not pay. 
 
1360 Too many paid hunters or camps. 
 
1370 Hunted on all my own property. 
 
1375 We own our pheasant ground or hunt on adjacent neighbor’s land. 
 
1383 There weren’t as many birds on the walk-ins or GPA’s this fall. 
 
1388 Father farms in Tripp County.  I think hunting for average people will be a thing of the 

past in the future.  Face it, hunting is a big dollar game, we have all caused this. 
 
1398 If it wasn’t for road hunting, I’d probably quit hunting, quit my NRA membership, and let 

the anti-hunting faction have their way.  I don’t think the landowners and the rich affluent 
hunters are doing their share to help save our guns. 

 
1408 I hunt my family owned land. 
 
1418 But getting tougher and tougher. 
 
1422 All of the private land is being leased up by local guides. 
 
1451 Too many areas leased to large groups or guided hunters. 
 
1452 See above “Wildlife Sanctuary” signs! 
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1458 I own land in Aurora County. 
 
1479 Western South Dakota needs more habitat on their public lands. 
 
1485 Lots of birds, tough to hunt. 
 
1499 Have own land. 
 
1500 If I didn’t have a friend with hunting land it would be much more difficult unless I were 

willing to pay for hunting, which not. 
 
1518 If not for knowing this one person, it would be very difficult to hunt without fees. 
 
1527 More landowners charging fees to hunt. 
 
1534 Abundant opportunities if you are willing to pay for this experience. 
 
1536 By the 4th week the birds were flushing so wild that even my dogs didn’t see them.  
 
1539 We own land. 
 
1548 We have hunted on the same farm for 25 years. 
 
1558 It stinks that I have to pay high fees to hunt good areas! 
 
1562 My brother runs a game preserve. 
 
1573 Private land is very difficult to hunt, even in November and December. 
 
1581 Friend’s land. 
 
1602 Farmers and ranchers seem less liberal with privileges.  Public areas get more crowded. 
 
1611 It is more difficult every year. 
 
1614 I have friend that have farms and ranches by Winner, SD. 
 
1662 I hunted a game farm in Nisland, SD.  Close to home, no hassle, and a private hunt! 
 
1681 I used to hunt a relative’s farm, but since pay hunting came about, I have been forced to 

hunt public land or pay $100 a day to hunt birds that are owned by the public. 
 
1688 Hunted on a friend’s farm. 
 
1689 I hunt a family friend’s homestead and we go every year.  The hunting rights are lease 

out the rest of the season. 
 
1697 Limited Walk-In Areas in eastern South Dakota.  
 
1713 Very easy; only because of friend who owns 400 acres. 
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1726 Because I own some land of my own, finally. 
 
1728 Because I got friends in low places.  Don’t quit buying public land! 
 
1758 If you don’t have $150, why ask. 
 
1783 It is getting harder and harder to find private land to hunt. 
 
1811 More birds in Lincoln County would be great! 
 
1815 I am a farmer and I would my own land. 
 
1822 Road hunting was really good early on.  So, we didn’t really have to hit a lot of public or 

Walk-In Areas or go too far. 
 
1826 Own the land. 
 
1827 Most landowners would not allow us to hunt or wanted 15 - 25 dollars per bird. 
 
1835 It helps to have friends who own farmland. 
 
1836 Hunted property for many years. 
 
1841 There was plenty of birds. 
 
1849 I own my own land.  I have many neighbors that I am very ashamed of.  They are 

extremely selfish and treat all hunters terribly. 
 
1931 Without friends with private land, it would be very difficult. 
 
1938 I hunt my own land most of the time. 
 
1962 My father-in-law has 360 acres of CRP land that our family hunts. 
 
1969 I won’t pay a fee to hunt private ground. 
 
1974 I’ve done all my hunting on the same two half sections for the past 10 years with the 

same people, so there have been no problems. 
 
1976 Unless you lease or pay it’s getting harder. 
 
1979 This problem is getting worse every year, before long it will be a rich man’s sport and 

that’s all.  The average working person won’t be able to hunt at all. 
 
2018 I went fishing on opening day of pheasant hunting to avoid the crowds and hassle. 
 
2020 It is progressively getting harder for the city dweller to get permission to enter private 

land. 
 
2034 Out-of-state hunters are purchasing much of the land and charge a fee that I cannot 

afford. 
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2037 Hunt private land. 
 
2042 Public areas are good; very good, but the birds are on land outside the areas. 
 
2047 Hunt on the same private land each year. 
 
2075 The birds are in certain areas; you have to go where the birds are. 
 
2084 Hunting private family land. 
 
2091 Road hunting is the only thing left for young hunters. 
 
2130 I hunted just private land only this year.  Quit going to the public spots since they’re quite 

busy. 
 
2146 South Dakota has the best bar none public lands to hunt I have ever seen. 
 
2178 Public was accessible, however overrun with hunters.  Walk-in land I found had cattle 

grazing in it. 
 
2181 Father-in-law is a landowner in McPherson County. 
 
2183 Hunted a relative’s farm 
 
2193 Getting tougher all the time. 
 
2199 More farmers are catering to out-of-state hunters that pay large amount of money to use 

their land. 
 
2202 Private land is less available every year, but walk-in and public areas are becoming more 

abundant. 
 
2210 Lake County is where I have hunted for 50 years.  The last few years have had the 

poorest pheasant population and the improvement this year was far from the projected 
increase for the state. 

 
2247 Hunt with lifetime family friends, and on land that used to be owned by my family; hunt 

same land most years. 
 
2260 Pheasants were almost everywhere this year. 
 
2265 Myself, I hunt on family land. 
 
2273 People are very inconsiderate of other people, places were there, but the people were 

very rude. 
 
2281 Commercial hunting and new rules and regulations are deterring me from hunting as I’ve 

done in the past. 
 
2293 Hunted on brother’s land.  Did not try to hunt anywhere else. 
 
2312 We hunted all our own land. 
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2331 I am one of the few people who have the luck of being able to hunt private land without 

paying. 
 
2349 Every year more and more land is posted: No Hunting. 
 
2369 We hunt the same land each year.  Two families farm, own five sections of land (friends). 
 
2375 I have hunted each year since 1944. 
 
2390 Father owns CRP land. 
 
2401 For me it’s easy because my brothers has land by White Lake, but for other that hunt 

public land the numbers of pheasant were not there. 
 
2402 We farm. 
 
2404 I just hunted 2 days on a farmer’s land that my brother could north of Montrose, SD.  

There is no private land available to hunt without paying in Davison County. 
 
2410 You can find places to hunt if you can afford to pay for the privilege to hunt. 
 
2417 Only reason it was easy to find land is I had to rent my own this year. 
 
2429 Not too many farmers want you to hunt. 
 
2434 If you don’t have the money to hunt pheasants, hunting really sucks! 
 
2437 For who and how much.  Free stuff is over with.  You play, you pay; town or country. 
 
2457 I usually hunt my own or relative’s private land, so difficulty is not an issue for me. 
 
2470 I am a landowner and farmer, we lease our hunting rights out, but hunted with the parties.    
 
2478 With the weather so good there was a lot of competition for public land. 
 
2480 I own land, so not a fair question. 
 
2487 I mainly hunt my own land. 
 
2510 This year was better than the last 6 or 7 years.  Pheasant numbers have been dropping 

since about 20 years ago. 
 
2517 Not many people allow open hunting anymore.  It seems as though pheasant hunting has 

become commercialized. 
 
2541 Hunted own land. 
 
2546 I hunt on my own land. 
 
2568 I’m blessed with “free rein” of much private land with lots of birds. 
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2576 Everything is leased and for pay! 
 
2604 I own part or all of roughly 1,000 acres. 
 
2608 Hunted mostly my own land. 
 
2621 Hunted private land.  For the hunter without this option, it has to be tough! 
 
2637 I am part owner of a farm. 
 
2642 Public land very crowded the first two weekends.  Also, private land hard to get on the 

same time period. 
 
2655 Family land – private with good hunting habitat. 
 
2693 Only hunt my own land. 
 
2726 I hunt on my father-in-law’s land, and mine. 
 
2785 Hunted own land (dad’s). 
 
2737 I have an “in” with a friend of a friend who leases private land. 
 
2753 Could only hunt Walk-In Areas and public land. 
 
2754 Seems like you have to know a farmer/rancher or be willing to pay. 
 
2781 If I didn’t have a private spot, I would finally hag up my gun for life. 
 
2806 It’s easy to get permission if you don’t treat people rudely like Sioux Falls people do. 
 
2808 Only hunted on my own land. 
 
2820 Landowners in hunting party. 
 
2828 I hunt pheasants along the road and some in public areas when I am out in the country, 

so I am not a serious pheasant hunter.  I like the geese the best. 
 
2858 Own our own land. 
 
2859 But I lived in the area as a schoolboy and still have friends in the area. 
 
2869 I usually only hunt my (or my dad’s) own land. 
 
2872 If you don’t have a place to hunt, road hunting is all there is.  After opening day on public 

land, there’s no sense going back, it’s been covered completely. 
 
2907 Most corn was harvested already. 
 
2915 Hunted private land. 
 
2917 I had a farm to hunt on, otherwise 7 would be the answer. 

 172  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix I 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
 
2920 I didn’t spend a lot of the day hunting when we went, but we had a couple of spots that 

were well populated, but weren’t very big. 
 
2931 Had private land, so didn’t have to look for a place to hunt. 
 
2935 We hunt relative’s land. 
 
2941 Friend of a friend – private. 
 
2942 Had relatives, landowners, and friends. 
 
2944 Family members own several acres of good hunting land. 
 
2949 I always hunt public ground and early season wiped out pheasants there. 
 
2959 If you pay, you play. 
 
2962 Without rights-of-way hunting it would have been moderately dissatisfying. 
 
2963 Pay hunting is getting out of hand! 
 
2968 Too many private landowners wanting people to pay and not allowing road hunting. 
 
2969 Hunted on own land. 
 
2971 Shooting off roads is casing landowner - hunter rifts. 
 
2980 Not a lot of landowners giving permission. 
 
2984 I own a lot of good pheasant hunting land and have habitat to keep pheasants in the 

area. 
 
2989 Lots of birds around. 
 
2991 I haven’t seen this many birds since I was a kid. 
 
2992 Paid for private. 
 
9002 I have one public area that I hunt and a friend with land.  Otherwise, I wouldn’t have a 

place to hunt. 
 
9003 Six farms I’ve hunted on over 50 years are now leased up by guides/preserves. 
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Appendix J – Resident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 24b: 
24b  Do you ever think that the future amount of difficulty in finding good places to 

pheasant hunt will get to the point that it would cause you to quit pheasant 
hunting in the future? 

 

Very 
Unlikely

Moderately 
Unlikely

Slightly 
Unlikely

Don’t Know / 
No Opinion

Slightly 
Likely

Moderately 
Likely

Very  
Likely

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

Optional Comments:  
 
 
ID # Comments 
  
4 Most of my hunting is done on private areas. 
 
16 I like to hunt, but if I have to pay to hunt some ground, I wouldn’t hunt. 
 
20 Won’t be in South Dakota in the future. 
 
21 I look for it to be more expensive to hunt, more frustrating, and not worth spending your 

time to hunt. 
 
26 As stated before, I don’t hunt pheasants. 
 
34 I’m getting to a point that if I did not have dogs, it wouldn’t be difficult to quit pheasant 

hunting. 
 
36 Everybody caters to the out-of-staters and people with money (to hunt). 
 
43 The costs, along with everything else, is getting out of hand.  Especially, when supporting 

more than self, i.e., paying for 3 with 2 kids that hunt. 
 
59 I will hunt pheasants as long as they are around. 
 
64 The local hunters are getting shoved out due to competing with people with money who 

lease and pay for hunting. 
 
66 We had a very difficult time until we bought our own land.  Before that it was getting to 

the point we could only get on public land unless we wanted to pay. 
 
70 Thank God we will have road hunting.  It has been a tradition since I was 5 years old.  

Now everyone leases to doctors and lawyers.  A person could go hunting anywhere, now 
it’s $$$.  I still hunt public and some private. 

 
71 We should limit the amount of out-of-state licenses sold. 
 
74 It is getting too expensive. 
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116 As long as road hunting is still available! 
 
117 Will not pay to hunt someone’s land. 
 
120 I will not pay $ to pheasant hunt someone’s land, per day, per bid, or per gun. 
 
136 I will look until I find a place to hunt.  Traveling does not bother me if the hunting is good. 
 
143 All hunting seems to be getting commercialized.  If you don’t pay, you won’t hunt! 
 
154 Several friends and family members own land; we will always be able to hunt. 
 
166 This won’t happen if the state continues to provide good public areas. 
 
174 I will pay to hunt if I have to.  It saddens me to think that the “old” days are gone.  It now 

is a business and I understand the economic reasons why, but I still miss the way it used 
to be. 

 
182 I own land. 
 
185 I am very concerned about me and my son being able to find a place to hunt at all in the 

near future.  The privatization and commercialization of “public wildlife” has a great many 
tax paying local hunters concerned! 

 
197 I have many contacts in Turner County and several in Orient, SD. 
 
208 When I started to hunt, I never had to pay to hunt.  Paying money takes the fun and 

happiness out of the sport. 
 
210 Too many places where you have to “pay to play”. 
 
220 I don’t think it’s just non-residents making it harder, it’s a combination of a lot of things. 
 
221 Even now, harassment in some areas is severe. 
 
226 Road Rights-of-Way will make a big difference.  We should be able to hunt CRP because 

the government (meaning us taxpayers) pays them for the land to be idle!   
 
240 I am more worried that locals won’t be able to afford to hunt.  I own my own land. 
 
248 I’ll never pay to hunt. 
 
267 South Dakota is too out-of-state oriented, as well as commercialized.  Pheasant hunting 

is becoming less and less enjoyable. 
 
269 No birds. 
 
279 Own my own land. 
 
284 There’s always some place to hunt.  Even if one doesn’t get anything, it’s still nice to get 

out, and you don’t have to clean anything either! 
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286 If pheasant hunting continues like it is, I may only hunt a few times per year on a 

preserve. 
 
294 If we didn’t own the land, I think my hunting would be limited to road hunting, late season 

– public. 
 
296 It is costly enough, hunting without having to pay to hunt land! 
 
305 I’ve hunted pheasants since I was 5 years old with my dad and grandfather, but I’m very 

discouraged in the way the state handles the poor pheasant population. 
 
308 We need to lower the daily limit to let the pheasant population get back where it needs to 

be. 
 
313 If everything becomes fee hunting; I will not be able to afford it.  However, if there are that 

many people out there willing to pay an ungodly amount; well, I can’t blame the 
landowners.  I know I can’t afford it. 

 
330 If dad sells the farm, I won’t have a non-pay place to hunt. 
 
332 I hunt mostly on my own land. 
 
333 I would like to see that non-residents can hunt only one month, like from November 1st – 

November 30th, which would be when they can come here. 
 
334 It seems the only way is to buy land. 
 
343 I own my own land. 
 
353 Non-resident hunters is the main reason for everybody wanting money to hunt. 
 
359 Too much pay hunting. 
 
361 Limit out-of-state licenses. 
 
363 Hunting is become more and more a rich man’s sport, a.k.a. having to pay to hunt 

someone’s ground. 
 
365 I don’t think I’ll ever pay to pheasant hunt, so finding good land is next to impossible! 
 
381 I hunt private land. 
 
387 It gets tougher every year; big money wins. 
 
400 I own my own land. 
 
405 I just have one question for those who charge for hunting.  Do these people report the 

income generated on their income taxes? 
 
412 I work with farmers/ranchers and understand charging for hunting the preserves.  Buying 

and leasing land is getting out of hand.  At least farmers will let you hunt later in the 
season. 
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422 Big issue!  Farmers get so many subsidies from the government for farming, but then 

they complain about people hunting on their land.  If they want people to pay, they will 
pay. 

 
424 It is becoming a have/have not sport.  I understand the need for business (non-residents), 

but I find most non-residents are both wealthy and disrespectful. 
 
428 Quit for a long time until I realized to hunt, you have to pay. 
 
449 The loss of access and significant commercialization will make pheasant hunting a sport 

for the wealthy.  The average dad won’t take his children and the future advocates for the 
sport of hunting in general will be lost. 

 
452 Can’t afford farmers’ fees.  Out-of-state great $ yes, but bumps me out.  Public areas are 

flooded with people like myself and the birds are gone fast. 
 
462 I just happen to have access and that could change so that it would be difficult and prove 

to get even more difficult. 
 
468 Money has become the object.  State hunters should be able to hunt one week before 

and they should be the only ones to hunt public land. 
 
476 I have already quit pheasant hunting. 
 
479 I am not rich and soon everyone will want “that out-of-state money” and want money to 

hunt their ground. 
 
483 Don’t give up road hunting. 
 
485 The way things are going; you will not hunt in the future unless you pay. 
 
492 I will never pay to hunt! 
 
498 If road hunting became illegal, it would be hard.  I will not pay to hunt pheasants. 
 
510 Wardens should look at some Walk-In Areas.  I know of one-quarter that was chisel 

plowed the day after the combine left the field.  How much of my hunting fees go to Walk-
In Areas like this. 

 
519 I’m nearly 69 years old.  Most of my “connections” are with people order than me.  Going 

out to round up a place to hunt would not be easy. 
 
521 Public land sometimes get over-hunted by guides for out-of-state hunters; not fair to 

residents. 
 
526 As I stated before, the days of landowners letting strangers hunt are pretty much over, 

and with fewer landowners knowing one, is less likely. 
 
539 Especially for kids and grandkids. 
 
541 I can’t compete with the big $ people . . . it’s only a matter of time. 
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544 If there is no place to hunt what other choice do I have? 
 
550 It’s all about money, that’s the way things are now! 
 
560 I think it is criminal to charge residents to hunt.  Also, I would like to see if farmers are 

paying income tax on revenue gained from hunters. 
 
570 More non-residents equals more money.  Farmers realize this face, and more and more 

farmers are starting pay-to-hunt ventures.  I realize without non-residents dollars, we 
probably wouldn’t have the hunting opportunities we have, but at what point do you stop 
the non-resident from coming.  Do we need a quota cap? 

 
571 Road hunting is a very important part of pheasant hunting and availability of land. 
 
575 I got backup places. 
 
576 Was brought up road hunting in the mid 60’s.  It’s a valuable part of South Dakota hunting 

that if pushed any further will cause many people to quit. 
 
605 GF&P has to keep getting new lands.  Maintain what we have and remain active in the 

WIA Program. 
 
621 Too many big hunting lodges and hunting preserves are opening up. 
 
626 If they ban road hunting, I probably will quit hunting. 
 
628 Yes, because every place that is available, which is none, but if there are any, they are 

already gone because of all the non-residents.  They come in and buy up land that’s for 
sale or private land is only given to non-residents that pay money, which is a lot to hunt 
private land, which is where all the birds are, and it’s becoming too commercialized.  
Residents are losing all of our in-state land to out-of-staters because of money.  

 
630 If I can’t hunt private land without paying and the public areas become too crowded, I will 

quit hunting pheasants.  It wouldn’t be worth the hassle. 
 
632 No one will let you hunt, even if you ask. 
 
643 I know a lot of farmers; get a program to get pheasant on a rotation shut down. 
 
644 It is a shame that private landowners think they can charge to allow you to hunt their 

land, plus the fact most farmers are being paid by the government to have land in CRP; 
so they get double payment on this land. 

 
656 I hunt primarily private land and enjoy this very much.  If I did not have this, my 

comments would be very different.  I have not had any success on public land. 
 
663 The state and farmers enjoy the economic value, especially from out-of-state hunters.  

Unless I am will to “keep the peace”, financially I feel what I have enjoyed for years is 
coming to an end. 
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665 With all the commercializing one will have to have a lot of money to enjoy hunting.  I don’t 

like where that has gone.  
 
684 South Dakota needs to spend more money and time on the eastern and northeastern 

part of South Dakota to give all residents the same equal amount of hunting and fishing 
pleasure! 

 
687 For many years access was a major problem, but my association with Pheasants Forever 

has changed that. 
 
691 I live on a farm with two sections of CRP, which has all the pheasants my family needs. 
 
692 I can’t afford private preserves.  These folks hunt our public lands empty and go to 

private preserves.  Yes, their money is important, but so is my right to hunt. 
 
693 I can always find places! 
 
694 I’m very concerned about the expansion of commercial hunting.  I don’t and won’t pay to 

hunt.  It’s not that I can’t afford it, it is a matter of principle! 
 
709 Growth in commercial hunting. 
 
714 I can’t tell you what the future will bring. 
 
717 I won’t pay to hunt pheasants. 
 
720 Seems most people want to charge for hunting. 
 
727 I will never pay to hunt. 
 
730 Keep road hunting and Walk-In Areas. 
 
739 I got my own land. 
 
752 As an old school hunter, I don’t advocate the commercialization of pheasant hunting. 
 
753 I don’t like it, but pay hunting seems to be the future for South Dakota.  We need more 

Walk-In Areas. 
 
754 Road hunting is a must. 
 
766 I hope that in the future that hunting and fishing in South Dakota and in other “states” will 

continue to grow and not shrink with the government CRP land and the revenue from 
game licenses.  I wish that hunters take a non-hunter outside, just to see how nature and 
its animals live. 

 
779 The out-of-staters hunt the public and Walk-In Areas first, then hunt their leased land. 
 
789 Turning into a big dollar sport. 
 
791 Not enough birds. 
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799 The State of South Dakota and landowners are only interested in money. 
 
803 I don’t like pay-to-hunt zoos. 
 
806 I do feel the rich out-of-staters lease the best and we are very lucky to have walk-in, 

GF&P land, waterfowl, and public areas.  Otherwise, it would end hunting for the middle 
class. 

 
808 I hunt my own land. 
 
830 I will not pay to pheasant hunt on private land as long as there are farmers that will allow 

hunting. 
 
831 If paid hunting keeps growing; I will not pay to hunt nothing! 
 
832 There are a few landowners out there that won’t give in to the commercialization of 

pheasant hunting and they hunt for the enjoyment. 
 
834 Another year or two, with the difficulty in finding hunting grounds, will probably have me 

moving from South Dakota.  I’m a retired doctor; pheasant hunting is the primary reason 
I’ve stayed here this long. 

 
850 Keep purchasing land. 
 
854 We are becoming like Europe where only the wealthy can hunt. 
 
858 Limit non-residents to a certain amount of time during the season for public and private. 
 
864 I don’t understand why game farms get all the advantage from our license fees and don’t 

have to have their hunters buy a normal state pheasant hunting license?  Plus, our tax 
dollars benefit them in other ways. 

 
874 I enjoy walking ditches with my dog. 
 
885 Landowners want to charge for their private, and they don’t want you on the road rights-

of-ways. 
 
895 Hunting is going to be a rich man’s sport. 
 
915 No, because it will go to private land and pay for it. 
 
919 I have good friends with land who ask me each year. 
 
937 Too much pay hunting.  How can the common person afford say, $200 - $250 a gun a 

day?  Very disgusted.  All you want is money. 
 
944 If I didn’t hunt relation’s land, I feel it would be or is getting really difficult to hunt private 

land.  The out-of-staters are buying land and raising prices for everyone. 
 
962 There is too much land getting sold to out-of-state people that use it just for hunting. 
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974 I have already quit hunting because of out-of-state landowners, private hunting land, and 

over-hunted state land. 
 
990 Too many out-of-state hunters! 
 
992 Fee hunting is going to kill hunting.  We are just on the tail end of the fee game. 
 
993 I guess I don’t understand how somebody can get paid for land in CRP and then charge 

to harvest a crop of wildlife. 
 
1007 If you can’t hunt public land and you can’t hunt private land if road hunting is not allowed, 

“what’s the point”! 
 
1011 Pheasant hunting is geared for out-of-state hunters with hunting lodges and paid hunting. 
 
1014 Waste of money if there is nothing to hunt. 
 
1023 When most of your quarter sections are owned by out-of-state hunters, there is trouble.  

Tax them accordingly if they are not residents. 
 
1030 Many of the private land opportunities are changing to “pay-to-hunt” for out-of-state 

hunters who can afford it. 
 
1037 Too much pay hunting; hard to get on farmer’s land. 
 
1039 Once again, out-of-state or metro hunters who have cash to burn screw it up for the rest 

of us. 
 
1056 But, I am a landowner. 
 
1060 I’m a farmer and I own or rent my land, and I raise and feed the pheasants on this land. 
 
1066 I have my own land.  My summer hobby is planting trees and food plots for pheasants.  I 

do not charge to hunt, so lots of people come. 
 
1076 Yes, because it’s too commercial. 
 
1078 I am a landowner, so I can hunt on my own land. 
 
1079 Disliking the pay-to-hunt.  There are going to be more and more of it, and I see it in the 

deer hunting, also.  I can keep going, but there’s not enough room. 
 
1083 I have friends and family with great hunting land, but pay hunting is the future. 
 
1085 With more out-of-staters buying land the locals will be shut out. 
 
1086 Hunt own ground. 
 
1091 I will have no trouble finding a place.  Public ground is good, as well with a dog, if you are 

willing to work at it. 
 
1092 Have not hunted for many years since being hit by stray shot.  Too many hunters! 
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1111 Unless you eliminate road hunting altogether. 
 
1137 I think that the state should monitor the amount of birds and limit the amount of non-

residents accordingly. 
 
1141 I have access for private hunting.  I do get a lot of calls for permission to hunt. 
 
1155 There is a lot of money involved with non-residents.  I will not be able to compete with 

them. 
 
1156 Non-residents are buying a lot of land and pushing small farmers out.  Small farmers 

can’t pay those kinds of land taxes. 
 
1159 I refuse to pay farmers to hunt land they are already being paid for in the form of CRP.  

Taxpayers are paying farmers for CRP.  Why should we be forces to also pay resident 
rages for hunting? 

 
1164 I here people say that if they are forced to quit they will take steps at the ballot booth to 

insure either an end to hunting or an end to non-resident hunting. 
 
1165 It should be called the Minnesota pheasant opener!  I’ve become very disgruntled toward 

pheasant season and that is why every year I go less and less.  Soon I won’t go at all or 
maybe I’ll try out of state, since they’re all here. 

 
1166 All in-state residents are supporting the CRP program!  This means open hunting to ALL 

CRP!  This is a CASH cow for all landowners in CRP.  They are earning thousands of 
non-taxed dollars.  Thanks to taxpayers that can’t hunt on their land! 

 
1167 Only if the fee hunt programs and the federal CRP programs are allowed to get out of 

control. 
 
1169 We currently have to lease land to be able to hunt (quality).  The non-residents have tied 

up the majority of good land, as well as driving up the price.  Without leasing, we would 
not have a place. 

 
1175 I won’t quit, but I really hope I won’t have to pay for it. 
 
1204 I think that the people in South Dakota that have paid hunters should not be allowed to 

hunt any public land.  
 
1207 Out-of-state hunters have all Walk-In Areas and public land surrounded on opening 

weekend and second weekend, that it is impossible to hunt these places.  Some camp at 
these places the night before so they get first access. 

 
1211 Land is getting very hard to find with average birds in it. 
 
1218 Always somewhere to find a place to walk. 
 
1229 Too many out-of-state hunters taking over and being rude to landowners. 
 
1235 Have a pheasant farm. 
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1236 If my family members or I didn’t own land, I probably wouldn’t hunt pheasants. 
 
1249 Not as long as we have road hunting. 
 
1253 I have my own land. 
 
1254 Landowners are looking at the money in a depressed rural economy.  Having lived in 

South Dakota and paying taxes, I will not pay to hunt pheasants. 
 
1256 The guided/pay hunting really decreases the quality of the experience. 
 
1266 There are plenty of areas to go with the Walk-In Areas and if road hunting is done right. 
 
1268 More lodges and out-of-state hunters mean fewer areas for me to hunt. 
 
1269 I cannot blame the landowners and farmers.  They own the land and should also benefit. 
 
1270 Father-in-law plans to sell land within 4 years.  We can’t afford to pay what the locals can 

get from out-of-staters.    
 
1272 I would pay if I had to beg, etc. 
 
1281 I know you have heard hundreds of arguments, but I hope there is always a place to hunt 

pheasants and even have road hunting available (with current rules and regulations in 
place).  Hunters must exercise proper etiquette and ethics. 

 
1282 It has now.  It’s not worth the hassle to find a place to hunt. 
 
1293 You have to pay. 
 
1299 Farm economy is bad, so everyone has to run a preserve or some rich out-of-state guy or 

group leases all the rights, so more and more land is unavailable and road hunting is 
even more difficult, too; because of the harassment. 

 
1310 Pay-to-hunt guidelines need to change, so that this minority does not intimidate the 

public. 
 
1315 If the state can raise and release salmon, the state could do the same for pheasants. 
 
1326 I am nearly to this point already. 
 
1327 The same thing applies to all hunters, especially deer and turkeys.  If you don’t own a 

large tack of land or have a pocket full of money, you don’t hunt.  The pay for hunting has 
gotten out of hand! 

 
1329 I hope that road hunting will continue in South Dakota.  Many times that is the only place 

we can hunt. 
 
1330 I think we should shorten non-residents seasons. 
 
1338 I am lucky to have so many farmer friends. 
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1339 More public land. 
 
1353 Too commercialized. 
 
1360 It will come down to paid hunting, but I will probably never see it, and over crowded in 

places that don’t have paid hunting. 
 
1370 No, because I am a landowner. 
 
1373 I feel it’s becoming commercialized.  So why won’t the state have its own game farm/area 

for out-of-state hunters to go to and charge accordingly? 
 
1374 We own farming land. 
 
1383 I don’t blame farmers for making $ from an “alternative crop.”  Leasing rights is very 

popular and will dramatically affect the amount of acres available to me and when I might 
hunt. 

 
1388 I will not pay to hunt anything.  I feel my two boys will never be able to enjoy hunting as I 

did when I was their age.  The big dollars need to be taken out of hunting! 
 
1392 I only hunt with family or take out-of-state hunters with me. 
 
1408 Not to worried, as I am a landowner.  However, if I did not own land, I doubt I would hunt 

very much as it is becoming very difficult for non-landowners to find a place to hunt. 
 
1415 It’s a big economic boost to a lot of communities. 
 
1418 Seems only the rich will be able to hunt. 
 
1437 Too much land is being leased to big money hunters.  Too many landowners charging to 

hunt. 
 
1458 It probably would be a great concern if I did not own land. 
 
1465 Many places that we use to hunt are becoming hunting preserves for the people that 

have the money to pay for these.  Not only pheasant hunting, but big game, also.  
 
1484 That’s why I didn’t hunt the last two years! 
 
1498 Only if everything went to a pay-to-hunt basis. 
 
1508 Really have stopped for all intents and purposes.  Won’t pay $50 or $100 to hunt 3 birds, 

and have no other place or land to hunt on.  Out-of-state hunters and the rich are buying 
the land or paying to hunt.  

 
1536 The 2010 Initiative sounds like the near final sword stroke against the average South 

Dakotan’s ability to ever enjoy good pheasant hunting in the future. 
 
1539 Own property on a pheasant preserve. 
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1549 There is a great need for hunting areas you don’t have to pay through the nose to hunt 

on. 
 
1566 Only health and death will make me quit. 
 
1573 If it was not for Game Production Areas, Shadehill and LaCreek, and Walk-In Areas, I 

would have no areas to hunt.  It’s 90% of my hunt areas. 
 
1589 We own farm property back in the eastern end of the state. 
 
1590 It’s so commercial now; my hope is that it has reached its peak and it will start going the 

other way, which is probably not likely. 
 
1595 It is very difficult to compete with non-residents and their ability to pay fees.  Although, I 

do recognize the value the state and landowners enjoy. 
 
1599 Everything boils down to getting that almighty dollar. 
 
1602 Out-of-state pay hunters make it more difficult to find hunting grounds. 
 
1611 Thanks to the Walk-in Area Program, I am fairly confident I can find a place to stretch my 

legs. 
 
1614 I will never pay big dollars to hunt pheasants; it’s not worth it.  Don’t ever take the road 

rights-of-way away, that’s all some people have. 
 
1619 I’m not really the quitter type! 
 
1638 Pheasant hunting has already become a sport for the wealthy.  I don’t care to spend 

money to shoot Chinese chickens. 
 
1657 I’m a die-hard. 
 
1690 I think developing a relationship with the landowner will always allow me to hunt.  When 

farmers and ranchers were making money, there was very little pay hunting. 
 
1696 It’s already a “rich man’s sport”, like in Europe.    
 
1705 We are approaching the old commercial waterfowl days.  The only way to stop it is to limit 

the number of licenses. 
 
1713 If my friend would discontinue farming, I would find it difficult finding a place to hunt. 
 
1728 Buy land; don’t worry about idiots like Representative _______, and all those other idiots 

out west. 
 
1736 My husband and I loved to hunt; 20 years ago we hunted the entire area.  Now, an area 

20 miles south and about 10 miles wide is all hunting for hire.  These farmers get mad 
when you drive by their farm and “look” at their pheasants.  We’ve been told to leave the 
area because all land is posted.  Really sad! 
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1737 Pheasant hunting in South Dakota is becoming a “sport of kings”.  Farmland prices are 

even being driven up by sportsmen buying their own land to hunt. 
 
1740 I bought half interest in a farm to preserve/provide hunting for my children, my friends, 

and me. 
 
1765 The business of pheasant hunting seems to be trying to push the sport of pheasant 

hunting (resident and non-resident alike) to the side. 
 
1768 I don’t own land, nor do I know anyone with land.  I rely on road hunting.  If that is taken 

away or the restrictions get way out of hand, this will cause me to hang my gun up.  Why 
hurt the South Dakota residents? 

 
1779 I’m getting tired of competing with non-resident hunters that are ignorant about OUR 

public lands. 
 
1783 Again, more and more farmers are charging for hunting on their land. 
 
1798 It’s hard to answer, depends on the revenue the out-of-state hunters bring to South 

Dakota and how money hungry South Dakota landowners get. 
 
1811 But we would like more available land please! 
 
1816 Surveys like this might, though. 
 
1822 I’ve lived here all my life and love hunting.  When I have to pay to hunt pheasants, I will 

quit hunting them. 
 
1826 Own land in Aurora County. 
 
1827 I would like to purchase land to have my own area to hunt, etc. 
 
1835 Not a problem now, but in the future friends die, farms are sold, development, etc. 
 
1840 This is because I am a farmer and have plenty of land to hunt on.  Could be moderately 

likely f I was not a farmer. 
 
1841 I enjoy it too much to quit bird hunting. 
 
1849 I own my own land, but other neighboring landowners are extremely selfish and negative.  

I find other landowners make hunting much less enjoyable than other hunters do! 
 
1858 Will move to private land. 
 
1870 I worry that prime-hunting areas will become privately owned or leased and become too 

expensive for the average person to hunt. 
 
1901 Getting harder to get permission to hunt. 
 
1909 It’s getting hard to find pheasants while road hunting in McCook County. 
 
1917 We farm and hunt on our own land. 
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1923 I purchased some land years ago just for hunting. 
 
1934 Landowners don’t let us hunt.  Charge them higher taxes on their land because they don’t 

own the wildlife.  
 
1936 I am 61.  Age will probably be the determining factor when I quit. 
 
1938 I own enough land with good pheasant habitat, including over 6,000 trees that I planted 

years ago.  I will be hunting as long as I am able to hunt! 
 
1962 I will never pay someone big money to do any kind of hunting. 
 
1976 It will continue to get harder finding good land.  Farming is taking lots more every year.  

Things are drying up, so they use it. 
 
1979 I won’t pay to hunt or compete with non-residents to hunt public ground. 
 
2018 Very seldom can you obtain permission to hunt private land without paying.  This includes 

waterfowl. 
 
2020 I have been advised that our family farm, where I have hunted since 1946, is going to 

“commercial lodge type hunting” in 2004 at $200 per gun per day. 
 
2034 The cost to hunt on private land can be afforded only by the rich out-of-state hunters. 
 
2042 If road rights-of-way are closed to hunting, I will have to quit hunting. 
 
2046 To find the good places you have to pay money to hunt the birds.  Because it’s all about 

the money that the out-of-staters pay, or if the farmers see #1 on the license plate, they 
do not let you hunt.   

 
2062 It is difficult to find places to hunt that do not charge.  I can afford one place a year where 

I must pay a fee. 
 
2070 Too much “pay-to-hunt” goes on in the state.  It’s all about money, which is sad. 
 
2074 People who have difficulty walking there, means road hunting trespass law taking that 

away. 
 
2075 If you do away with road hunting where you can shoot the bird from the road and pick it 

up no matter where it drops dead, I will quit hunting pheasants and never buy a license 
again. 

 
2091 We need to limit the number of out-of-state hunters.  Possibly through a lottery. 
 
2094 It’s tough to hunt when there are no places to go. 
 
2101 Lots of cover and very hard to hunt with no dog.  2 – 3 guys have a difficult time to find 

food plots small enough to hunt. 
 
2109 Fortunate to have close friends that own hunting land. 
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2114 Charge them more and limit license numbers. 
 
2116 Pay hunting is becoming way too prevalent. 
 
2117 Talking to people who lived in or around Sioux Falls, SD will always say, “I remember the 

days when we’d get our limit of birds at or near the edge of the city limits.”  More 
population equals fewer birds.  That decline in the population of birds and increase in 
hunting pressure will continue. 

 
2146 Pheasant forever! 
 
2178 Pheasant hunting is a South Dakota tradition for its residents.  Pay-for-hunting will take 

the family tradition away. 
 
2181 As I age and/or if a relative sells land, it may be slightly likely that I may discontinue 

pheasant hunting. 
 
2193 Have some private land; would be interested in a “stocking” program! 
 
2197 Unsafe!  Out-of-staters shooting way to low!  “My dogs are on the ground, almost killed 

by an out-of-stater.”  Happened this year 2003. 
 
2199 Can’t afford to pay large fees for land use.  Public land is very crowded. 
 
2235 Too many out-of-state hunters. 
 
2243 It is really getting hard.  A lot of people are more interested in making a buck to let people 

hunt. 
 
2249 Too much land is being purchased by out-of-state hunters. 
 
2260 We own some ground, on which pheasants do grow and multiply. 
 
2265 Fee hunting will continue to go too high to hunt. 
 
2268 Everybody wants to make a buck!  Laws are beginning to be too hard to understand.  

Landowners always complaining they are their birds. 
 
2273 Let them hunt in their own state. 
 
2281 Hunting in South Dakota is becoming too commercial. 
 
2293 Will never pay to hunt. 
 
2312 I own land, but for other hunters that don’t own land it could become a very difficult 

problem. 
 
2317 I cannot justify spending the amount of money needed to hunt privately owned 

commercial hunting and fee hunting operations. 
 
2331 The old saying, “money talks, bull ____ walks” is showing up more than ever. 
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2351 Lot of places to hunt state lands, or stop and ask, they let you on. 
 
2353 If I have to pay to hunt or we lose road hunting, I will sell my guns. 
 
2362 Keep the out-of-state people out. 
 
2369 Don’t stop road hunting!  The laws are too tight already!  The roads and rights-of-way 

belong to all taxpayers. 
 
2388 Our family does “not” believe in paying to hunt.  Therefore, when it comes to that, I will 

quit hunting. 
 
2402 We farm. 
 
2404 More public land.  Limit paid-to-hunt to public land. 
 
2410 It doesn’t take any rocket scientist to figure out that unless things change, the only people 

hunting will be the rich and out-of-state hunters. 
 
2418 With so many out-of-state hunters willing to pay for hunting spots, only after they already 

worked all the public spots. 
 
2421 I don’t think I will quit pheasant hunting, but it will limit how much I hunt. 
 
2422 My main concern is the fees I pay to hunt are used to take land away from private 

owners. 
 
2429 Children and poor people want to be able to hunt, not just road ditches only. 
 
2434 I’m afraid I won’t be able to afford hunting. 
 
2437 Spend a little money or buy some land.  Quit complaining about the out-of-state people. 
 
2454 Already has. 
 
2464 There are too many hunting lodges that will make hunting go bad. 
 
2470 If I wasn’t a landowner and farmer, I would be very worried about a place to hunt, unless I 

was willing to pay to hunt. 
 
2478 In the fall, my father took us hunting.  I probably won’t quit until I can’t walk. 
 
2480 Own land and never plan to sell. 
 
2482 Probably would quit if road hunting was restricted. 
 
2484 I may not continue living in South Dakota and may not come back because of the cost 

and finding good hunting. 
 
2517 As stated earlier, pheasant hunting in South Dakota has become commercialized.  Not 

enough public land or opportunities from farmers. 
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2528 I will continue to lease land.  The only way I’ll quit is if the price gets where I can’t afford 

it. 
 
2533 It already has. 
 
2541 I own land to hunt (I’m 69), but for those who must look for a place, it is getting much 

harder and more expensive. 
 
2549 I own my own land, which will someday become habitat. 
 
2563 Age – ability to walk. 
 
2588 With the small farms being sold off to big corporations; my opinion is, in the future we will 

all pay to hunt because of non-residents paying South Dakota farmers to hunt. 
 
2595 Most people are charging for hunting and I don’t like the sportsmanship that the non-

resident hunters display. 
 
2604 I own my own land, but I am concerned about available land for resident hunters. 
 
2608 If I would sell my land, I would quit hunting! 
 
2613 Landowner. 
 
2621 If it wasn’t for friends and private land, I most likely wouldn’t hunt. 
 
2634 I’m a farmer with some very good land to hunt on. 
 
2642 I think that the people that own private land; then hunt the public land around their private 

land.  Especially, pay-to-hunt people is more common then most people think; should be 
stopped! 

 
2645 If things don’t change, all that will hunt in South Dakota will be paid hunters.  
 
2658 Don’t really know, but there is getting to be more and more people charging to hunt. 
 
2695 Road hunters, would!  Not a good idea.  Mostly out-of-staters. 
 
2696 Section lines are disappearing.  Road ditches are mowed. 
 
2710 I own a few acres of my own and I’m in good company with all neighbors. 
 
2745 GF&P are extremely in the pocket of commercial hunt interest.  I know as I am retired 

warden and saw it coming. 
 
2753 Too many rules and regulations.  Could lean more in the direction of pay-to-hunt 

anywhere you go. 
 
2754 I won’t hunt if I have to pay $100/gun a day.  Make friends with farmers. 
 
2757 No chance. 
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2775 I know there is a large number of non-resident hunters that come to South Dakota, and 

it’s larger revenue to South Dakota and business owners.  However, I think the non-
resident license should cost more.  When I hunt outside South Dakota, I pay a premium 
for licenses or tags.  I think the ratio should be equal. 

 
2789 The point is if you don’t own land or are close to someone that has pheasants; you won’t 

be able to afford it. 
 
2809 I will move out of state or other parts to hunt. 
 
2820 Poor pheasant crop on our land is reason not to hunt. 
 
2828 I see the commercial hunting interests trying to end road hunting and looking forward to 

the day that nobody hunts without paying them first. 
 
2833 The Early “Resident-Only” Pheasant Season shows how less crowded public areas are 

then the regular season. 
 
2839 Paid hunting, over crowded public land, and Walk-In Areas with little or no pheasant 

habitat steadily increases yearly.   
 
2856 I hunt on private land. 
 
2867 3 – 4 years. 
 
2869 If I ever sell my land, I probably would stop pheasant hunting because of the number of 

out-of-state hunters and the land they control. 
 
2872 Paying to hunt where there’s decent hunting has gotten really out of hand.  It’s all about 

how much money the landowner can make!  _______, North of Winner, SD, is a good 
example, he thinks he owns the birds! 

 
2898 Hunt on one preserve and enjoy it. 
 
2920 It is a problem, but I just can’t see it getting to the point where I quit. 
 
2937 If additional areas are not identified for hunters of moderate means, I believe pheasant 

hunting will become available only for the affluent. 
 
2941 Public land is highly pressured, and I won’t and can’t afford to pay the high prices that 

non-residents pay for private land. 
 
2944 The state needs “long range” plans to assure good resident hunting. 
 
2965 Too many non-residents willing to pay big bucks.  SD GF&P needs to raise non-resident 

license fees to take advantage of the situation. 
 
2980 Too much leased hunting ground to paying hunters! 
 
2984 Getting to be a business, but just the way it is with the times. 
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2989 Not as long as the Game, Fish and Parks Department keeps up the good work! 
 
2994 A lot of the land you pay for.  Walk-In Area is just not pheasant cover. 
 
9001 It’s all for the out-of-state people.  The GF&P kisses the ass of the out-of-staters.  All we 

get is harassed in Yankton County. 
 
9002 I started hunting ducks 4 years ago, just in case of this land problem. 
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Appendix K – Resident Comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 27: 
27. Overall, how would you rate the situation of having 74,873 non-resident 

pheasant hunters compared to 70,821 resident pheasant hunters in 2002?  Would
you classify this as a negative, neutral or positive situation? 

 

 
Negative

Neutral (neither 
bad nor good)

 
Positive

 
No Opinion

    

∂ ∂ ∂ ∂ 
 

Why do you feel this way? Optional Comments:

 
 
ID # Comments 
  
4 Sometimes non-resident hunters don’t go by the rules; we have had some problems! 
 
5 Non-resident hunters coming into the state and paying fees to the landowners, keeping 

residents off prime hunting land. 
 
13 I know it’s a good economic factor, but pay hunting is for the wealthy people.  Common 

place people can neither afford to pay to compete for hunting spots, thus overpopulating 
state and Walk-In Areas. 

 
16 Out-of-state hunters are willing to pay to hunt.  That’s bad for in-state hunters. 
 
19 Good for our economy, and good to share our abundant South Dakota resources and 

outdoor experience with others. 
 
21 I feel that although they help our economy, they view hunting in South Dakota as a 

vacation.  You get what you pay for.  I feel as a resident, that only the rich will be allowed 
to hunt in the future. 

 
32 We pay for the opportunity to hunt land in our state! 
 
34 It should be just as, or more popular for residents, as non-residents should.  It’s part of 

our South Dakota heritage.  Residents should have some advantage. 
 
36 It’s not a privilege if you have to pay to hunt! 
 
38 Pheasant hunting is becoming more commercial every year.  I can’t blame our 

landowners, but there has to be some where we can meet in the middle of the table. 
 
40 No one I know has a place to hunt, unlike 20 years ago. 
 
43 South Dakota hunters are saying the heck with it.  There are too many hunters in public 

land and we shouldn’t have to pay for the birds like the corporations do.  They’re for less 
hunting heritage, is being passed on to the young people who need the attention by dad. 
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45 Good and bad.  Great for the economy, no good for local hunters. 
 
56 Encourages charging for private land. 
 
57 Be nice to see residents out-number non-residents in hunting. 
 
59 The non-residents only have 10 days and residents can hunt the whole season. 
 
60 Shut the season down for two years. 
 
63 I believe the number of non-resident hunters reflects the growth in hunt-for-pay areas. 
 
64 We cannot afford to pay for hunting like non-residents can, and don’t care what it costs 

them. 
 
66 I think we have enough non-resident pressure.  Not only can we not get permission 

anymore, but a lot of these guys don’t have a place to hunt either.  They crowd the public 
land and do encroach occasionally on our private land. 

 
67 The people from out of state coming home, have economic advantage.  I can’t pay $100 

a day to hunt. 
 
70 Can’t find places to hunt.  Four cars at every walk-in area. 
 
71 It is turning hunting into a richman’s sport.  It is ridiculous what landowners are charging 

people to hunt.  I will quit hunting before I will pay someone to let me hunt on their land. 
 
74 The expense has taken me out of hunting pheasants. 
 
76 Hunting has become more of a business than a sport.  Dollars have come between South 

Dakota resident hunters and landowners, forcing South Dakota residents to quit hunting. 
 
79 I feel that you need a lot of money to have these days. 
 
80 Many out-of-state hunters are former residents.  Prices that are being paid by out-of-

staters to lease private land can’t be afforded by the average South Dakota wage earner, 
and public areas are sparse. 

 
81 $$ talks, bring them in.  They will last longer then $1.00 a lb. Cattle. 
 
88 I feel the economic benefits out way the disadvantages.  I also think resident hunters (SF) 

need to learn how to ask permission, instead of bellyaching about non-residents’ pay 
hunting. 

 
92 Private land is increasingly unavailable for free hunting; the owners have a growing 

paying market. 
 
101 Increases property value and taxes. 
 
106 Money for South Dakota. 
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116 A lot of these hunters have the big bucks to sway a landowner from letting you hunt or 

collecting a fee. 
 
117 Leading to more pay-to-hunt areas. 
 
120 Resident hunters not need to pay $ to hunt most areas.  It is getting to be more of a come 

and pay for your birds, than let’s go have some fun. 
 
123 They pay for hunting rights, reducing places for residents. 
 
125 Pheasant hunting used to be a major event every year.  Now with the number of non-

resident hunters and $$, it has pushed the resident out.  Bad management!  All our state 
is looking at is the $$! 

 
126 It takes away from residents who want to enjoy the sport. 
 
130 Non-residents only hunt for a short period, usually short season.  I save most of my 

hunting for later in the season. 
 
136 I know that the money the non-resident hunters bring in is good for the state; however, I 

see pheasants as one of our natural resources that are meant to be enjoyed by the 
people who feed and watch over the birds. 

 
139 Where I hunt, I am not in competition with the non-residents.  Their dollars do help 

acquire more land for other hunters though. 
 
141 I believe that landowners that lease and or provide paid hunts for non-resident hunters 

exclusively, are in fact, selling our game birds, which I believe, is not right! 
  
143 Increased non-resident hunting is ultimately increasing the commercialization of pheasant 

hunting. 
 
146 Landowners I have talked to, do not like large groups of out-of-state hunters on their land.  

Some in-state hunters get permission and then charge the out-of-state hunters to be their 
guide.  Landowners are starting to refuse everyone permission because of a few people. 

 
147 Pheasant hunting has become too commercial. 
 
149 Non-resident hunters are usually wealthy.  Many are rude and expect to be treated like 

they are better than others, not all, but too many. 
 
151 Non-resident hunters should be charged three times as much to limit numbers and 

maintain the same income. 
 
152 While I realize the economic benefits, residents like myself are not willing to pay to hunt 

on land that we used to have access to, and I cannot blame the landowner that can make 
this money. 

 
154 We have made lasting friendships with sportsmen (and women) from other states and 

countries, who we host, for hunting at no charge. 
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156 It is very hard for the resident hunter to find land that isn’t leased or rented out to hunting 

lodges or privately paid hunters for the non-resident hunters. 
 
157 Because the GF&P and state are more concerned with the all mighty dollar than it is 

about the people who work in this state; for the lowest wages in the nation, hunting is one 
reason I stayed here and that opportunity is dwindling. 

 
157 Non-residents do not have permission to hunt the private land that I hunt. 
 
159 Feel SD has forgotten its own people.  Also, I know it’s good for SD economy. 
 
163 Taking public lands away from resident hunters with no place else to hunt. 
 
164 Promotes hunting for pay; too much land is pay for hunting. 
 
165 I work part-time guiding non-resident pheasant hunters for a local outfitter. 
 
169 Landowners are turning hunting into a big commercial business and taking the hunting 

away from the resident. 
 
172 They (non-residents) are more willing to pay to hunt, which decreases my hunting areas 

because I don’t want to pay. 
 
175 Most of them pay to hunt. 
 
176 Maybe, other SD residents and I feel that we shouldn’t and will not pay to hunt.  Unlike, 

the non-residents that pays to hunt on private land. 
 
182 Local hunters can no longer ask to hunt most areas; farmers want to be paid. 
 
183 Non-resident hunters have the means to pay to hunt.  Many resident hunters don’t have 

the money to pay to hunt. 
 
185 Local resident hunters will be shut out of any hunting opportunities.  They are mostly 

working people, they can’t compete with big money non-resident hunting interests.  
Maybe in the near future, all of the local sportsmen will ban together by going to the polls 
and “Ban” all of your rich, non-resident hunters from hunting in “our state”.  How would 
the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department feel about that? 

 
188 Non-residents are causing more pay hunting and preserves.  They also ruin deer hunting 

on public land. 
 
193 The out-of-state hunters hit the state hard for the first week or two when the majority of 

the pheasants are taken.  By the time they leave, there’s not much left to hunt. 
 
194 You see more and more South Dakota land being bought by out-of-state interests. 
 
197 The pheasant population seems to be concentrated in particular areas of South Dakota. 
 
205 They have more money. 
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207 They are U.S. citizens; it’s not like we will have the federal government build an interstate 

and then charge a toll to pay twice. 
 
208 Because I don’t hunt pheasant in any other state.  I was born in South Dakota and I feel 

it’s for the SD resident to hunt first.  I’m very lucky I have a place to hunt. 
 
210 Too much pay to play.  We as residents should benefit by living here! 
 
211 If residents can’t get off their rears and enjoy SD, to each their own.  It’s important to just 

keep the hunting programs going. 
 
213 I am concerned about being overrun by out-of-staters. 
 
221 Probably good for the economy, but bad for residents hunters who cannot compete with 

the $. 
 
222 We need to keep resident hunters involved or the future of both our pheasants and 

habitat will be in jeopardy. 
 
226 The non-residents are paying the farmer a lot of money that probably is not reported to 

the IRS; they are pushing the residents out of land to hunt. 
 
230 Brings people to South Dakota and revenue ($$). 
 
232 It is very good for the state, but many good hunting areas are over-hunted each year. 
 
233 Good for the economy. 
 
236 It is without a doubt, good from the standpoint of revenue generation, but has put a lot of 

pressure on available hunting land. 
 
240 If locals don’t hunt, pretty soon they may vote to not let anyone hunt. 
 
245 Would rather have a good experience with my family hunting together than a couple more 

$ in my pocket. 
 
247 What’s the deal with having more outsiders; is it going to turn hunting in South Dakota 

into a rich man’s sport! 
 
248 Neighbors have closed their land, where years ago we hunted there and they hunted 

ours.  One day, if you don’t have land to hunt or the ability to pay, you will not be able to 
hunt.  It would be sad to see my boy or his boy not hunt. 

 
266 It’s getting to commercialized and expensive for the resident to hunt on anyone’s land. 
 
267 GF&P no longer cares about resident hunters.  The numbers don’t surprise me. 
 
278 It is getting harder for resident hunters to find a place to hunt, so they are no longer 

hunting.  So many places you have to pay to hunt. 
 
279 It does not seem as though there are enough pheasants to hunt these days. 
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282 Economically I know it’s good, but there are a lot of resident hunters that cannot afford to 

pay what the non-residents are willing to fork over, and that puts us at quite a 
disadvantage in our own state. 

 
284 They bring in money for the state to improve the quality of our resources.  What’s bad 

about that. 
 
286 Less private land for residents to hunt.  Non-residents are buying hunting land and 

increasing land value, which is bad for landowners’ taxes. 
 
292 They have no respect for land or landowners. 
 
295 It tells a lot about “our” hunting situation. 
 
296 It will get to the point where only the “rich” out-of-state people can hunt. 
 
308 We raise them; we should harvest them, not out-of-staters. 
 
312 I feel that many residents have given up on hunting because it’s hard to find places to 

hunt where the hunting is good. 
 
313 I can see both sides of the issue.  I don’t know how to handle the situation, except that 

more landowners should continue to establish more habitat through CRP to increase 
habitat and available land to hunt. 

 
318 Too many out-of-state hunters pay to hunt and take some lands, making it impossible to 

hunt. 
 
322 It is great for a lot of rural economies. 
 
326 The more out-of-state hunters = more pay-to-hunt ground. 
 
332 I am concerned about having areas for residents to hunt, but I understand the importance 

of the additional revenue. 
 
333 We’ve had non-resident people get permission for the land we hunt.  That’s not a good 

thing. 
 
334 Some people won’t let residents hunt because of non-residents messing up. 
 
340 Big money talks and there is not a lot of big money people in South Dakota.  Average 

person can’t afford the access to good areas.  Non-residents are here for a few days; 
residents are here the whole season. 

 
343 I own my own land. 
 
347 Bad for resident hunters, but good for economy. 
 
348 Brings in money for the state. 
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350 The more non-resident hunters we get in the state, doesn’t help the resident out.  

Landowners know they can make money off of non-residents.  Most residents are not 
going to pay to hunt in their own state. 

 
353 That’s why I don’t hunt that much, because everyone wants money to hunt. 
 
354 More revenue for the state. 
 
355 They use up a lot of Walk-In Areas before they go to private land. 
 
356 Out-of-staters leasing land so residents can’t hunt on, that makes it more difficult to find 

good hunting. 
 
358 Out-of-state hunters pay big bucks.  Virtually no one will let you hunt for free on private 

land unless you are a close friend or family member.  Price to hunt on private land is 
going sky high! 

 
359 Hard for residents to afford hunting. 
 
361 I haven’t met an out-of-state sportsman yet. 
 
363 I don’t believe non-resident hunters hurt us in any way, (except the few bad apples).  

Most hunters either resident or non-resident will respect each other’s hunting.  Most non-
residents seem to come for only a weekend here and there. 

 
365 It takes away a lot of land I use to hunt (bad), but brings a lot of money to South Dakota 

(good). 
 
367 If hunting is that important to someone that they would fly/drive that far, they should just 

move here.  In other words, they kill all of our pheasants and then get the hell out! 
 
370 Most non-residents can afford to pay to hunt on private land, and landowners would 

rather have the money, but I can’t afford it. 
 
376 In-state hunters first. 
 
380 A lot of land is being purchased by out-of-staters. 
 
381 They walk on private land they don’t have permission to hunt on. 
 
384 Non-residents pay to hunt on land, which is good.  I will not pay to hunt on land. 
 
385 Residents have just as much opportunity to hunt where non-residents do.  Residents just 

need to quit being stubborn and realize that. 
 
386 South Dakota citizens should be first!  Big Game licenses should go to residents; leftover 

licenses to non-residents. 
 
387 The numbers show that the average “SD Joe” can no longer afford or wants to hunt.  

Restricting road hunting and the $/gun/day are two of the most important reasons. 
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388 The money is good, but is we have to start paying people to hunt as well as the out-of-

staters, it makes it hard for us to do it. 
 
390 I have no private land to hunt and rely on public lands.  Out-of-state hunters, hunt public 

land early and private grounds later in the day. 
 
391 I do not want non-residents to control resident hunting issues. 
 
394 There will always be a place to hunt for both residents and non-residents with the Walk-In 

Areas and the number of days to hunt.  The residents and non-residents should be able 
to find the pheasants they need. 

 
395 I feel residents have a more difficult time getting on land now.  More and more people I 

talk to in trying to get permission to hunt have other people who pay them to hunt their 
land.  I can’t afford to pay extra just to hunt good land. 

 
396 Good for the economy, bad for the resident hunters. 
 
400 Most of my hunting companions are non-residents.  Tell the locals to get off their dead 

butts and develop landowner relationships. 
 
405 I hunt big game in other states (deer/elk) and pay exorbitant rates ($400 - $800) for 

hunting licenses.  Why is South Dakota non-resident licenses so cheap?  Big game 
success rates in CO, WY & MT are in the 25% success rate, if lucky.  Success rates for 
out-of-state pheasant hunters are certainly closer to 100% success rate. 

 
I am concerned (gravely) for my kids’ opportunity to hunt pheasants. 
 

406 With our local taxes and jobs, etc. the state is in trouble with a 45-60 day fix with out-of-
staters.  

 
410 Now the farmers get (pay-to-hunt) money from them (non-residents), and they also get a 

check for set aside acres in which we pay taxes for; it is not right.  It won’t be long and 
only the rich will be able to hunt.  I think this is the reason locals are not hunting. 

 
411 Generally non-resident hunters, hunt in different areas of the state than me. 
 
412 I’m worried about less young hunters in South Dakota; are they moving out of state. 
 
413 It is helping cause residents to have to pay to hunt private land and decreasing available 

numbers of birds for residents. 
 
416 Getting too commercial. 
 
422 They spend a ton of money!  We should market it even more.  Wake up South Dakota, 

we need this! 
 
423 Out-of-state hunters have monopolized prime hunting areas and driven up the cost to the 

point that the average resident cannot afford to hunt in these areas. 
 
424 Residents need to be able to afford the same quality hunting ground that non-residents 

pay for. 
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426 Seem to take up some good land. 
 
428 Positive from economics to the small towns.  Negative from finding non-fee places to 

hunt. 
 
439 I don’t see many non-resident hunters in the area I hunt, which may not hold true for 

other resident hunters in other parts of the state. 
 
444 No non-resident hunters. 
 
448 Most South Dakota residents can’t afford to pay farmers to hunt, or remember times 

when road hunting was a good alternate. 
 
449 The impact of non-resident hunters is complex.  Costs and fees are inflated since the 

non-resident hunter is often willing to pay more; given the limited hunt is 3 – 5 days 
during an entire season.  Land prices are also negatively impacted by corporations and 
non-residents buying or leasing land. 

 
452 I know economy important, NRH’s do contribute.  Supply and demand regarding farmers’ 

fees makes it impossible for me to afford to take four children to prime hunting ground. 
 
459 I think there are positive economic impacts and positive to supporting hunting and GF&P 

efforts.  The negative is the extra competition for hunting spots. 
 
462 In previous years this has cost me money.  I had to pay to hunt to compete with non-

residents.  I expect it to cost, and to cost more in the future.  
 
466 If I have to fight for a piece of land or the bird itself, I might as well not go at all. 
 
468 I have the ability to spend all I want on hunting, but refuse.  I will not pay to hunt in my 

state. 
 
469 Does not have any benefit for the resident hunters and limits the opportunity to those who 

pay property taxes and sales tax on a yearly basis, instead of on a 5 day basis. 
 
476 With landowners catering to non-residents and the regulations not limiting their numbers, 

it effectively eliminates quality resident hunting unless you want to pay for your birds. 
 
479 Can’t they hunt in their own state? 
 
480 I hunt as much as I want and non-residents usually only hunt for a short time. 
 
482 Most out-of-state hunters come from a long way away and are wealthy people; money 

seems to be no object.  This makes it tough on the mostly low-income people who live in 
this state.  As usual, money talks. 

 
483 It’s good for economies, but bad if resident hunters can’t find places to hunt. 
 
485 Non-resident hunters are one of the reasons the landowners charge to hunt their land. 
 
488 More people are charging for hunting than before. 
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489 Creates a more commercialized hunting experience.  Good for some, but bad for others.  

It depends on weather you’re making money from it. 
 
491 There are still opportunities to hunt even though the non-resident hunters have 

increased. 
 
492 If GF&P keeps going, our sport will turn into a rich man’s sport. 
 
498 Resident hunters have the whole season after the first couple of weeks.  They can hunt 

all they want without pressure. 
 
502 More money for the state and landowners. 
 
507 For now, I am neutral.  I understand the pluses and minuses of this issue. 
 
508 Negative for a resident hunter.  We will not be able to afford to hunt, which means we will 

not take our children hunting. 
 
510 What’s next, West River deer, antelope, East River deer?  Money talks and the Tourism 

Department wants to sell.  I understand it helps the industry; look at the numbers.  
Obviously, non-residents are pushing the residents out. 

 
511 South Dakota resident pheasants are being sold by farmers for profit to non-residents, 

and the biggest welfare programs there are; are for farmers, which is a slap to resident 
taxpayers. 

 
512 Preserve license fees should be higher than non-resident licenses.  Reduce fees for 

residents. 
 
517 Economics, and infusion of monies for development of more walk-in and game 

production areas. 
 
519 At this point in time, it doesn’t directly affect me because I have places to hunt that are 

“non-commercialized”.  When that arrangement changes, it would have a major impact 
on my future hunting.  The day I have to hunt “penned up” pheasants is the day I quit. 

 
526 I have not had to directly “compete” with non-residents to hunt.  I think non-residents 

hunters have helped turn pheasant hunting from recreation to business.  They are willing 
to pay (sometimes large sums) to hunt on land that residents used to hunt for free. 

 
529 Don’t bite the hand that feeds you. 
 
534 Brings money to the state, but should have more places for residents to hunt on. 
 
538 They have the $$ to buy their hunting and just slaughter them. 
 
539 Spreading our resources to thin.  Too many pay to hunt with bad attitudes toward locals. 
 
541 We can’t compete, they buy the best hunting rights or even land . . . what can I do? 
 
543 The cost of hunting on private land is too high. 
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544 The number of South Dakota hunters has declined because there are no places to hunt, 

unless you pay through the nose. 
 
546 I see many hunting injuries and the majority are from inexperienced out-of-state hunters. 
 
550 Public land for who?  Out-of-state hunters or in-state hunters? 
 
551 Trade. 
 
557 Because some resident hunters must feel they’re being pushed out by non-resident 

hunters. 
 
558 That’s the way the cookie crumbles.  If out-of-state hunters want to pay $100 a license, 

more power to them. 
 
560 Non-residents hunters expect to pay for hunting and all its privileges.  Residents should 

not be expected to pay, as we already pay taxes. 
 
563 Harder to find private land to hunt without paying a fee. 
 
565 Hunting has become too commercialized.  The family hunting tradition is in jeopardy.  I 

know non-resident hunters bring lots of money to the state, but is it always about money? 
 
569 Many resident hunters can’t afford to hunt.  We need to encourage farmers to farm for 

pheasants, by a certain percent of revenue to return to the farmer with special guidelines 
to nesting and habitat. 

 
570 The more non-residents hunting in the state, the more farmers start to realize the 

economic benefit.  The more farmers that start to charge for hunting the less opportunity 
for residents.  An example would be the number of preserves that have developed over 
the past 10 years.  Another example is the number of non-resident landowners in some 
of the best hunting areas and the price of land in those areas. 

 
572 No place to hunt without paying anti-road hunting farmers. 
 
575 It’s their choice (residents) not to hunt and makes non-residents to see how great South 

Dakota really is. 
 
576 Although, non-residents bring in money to the economy, I feel that the 70,000 residents, 

who live and buy products and pay taxes for many years, overall are being forgotten.  We 
are a part of this state.  We are losing out because we don’t have that $1,000 to put down 
at one time.  It’s forgotten we spend and buy all year long. 

 
577 Paid hunting is driven by out-of-state hunting. 
 
586 Some day all hunting will be only for the rich non-residents. 
 
589 I feel that it is important for our state’s economy in every way, and for promoting hunting.  

We should open our doors to out-of-staters.  Get rid of the early season! 
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591 It’s getting too commercialized.  I feel hunting preserve operations don’t really care about 

the resource, just the money they can make.  We need to limit hunting preserves. 
 
595 Sometimes hard to deal with fact of large amount of $$ being paid to farmers. 
 
603 Most of my competition for hunting spots late in the season was with out-of-state hunters. 
 
605 The economics are good, but the non-residents are leasing more ground every year and 

increased crowding on public grounds. 
 
611 What does non-residents do for me?  My hunting license doesn’t get any cheaper.  They 

camp out on public hunting ground for two or three days before. 
 
619 It’s turning into a rich man’s sport with South Dakotans being pushed off to the side. 
 
622 It’s always about the money.  It’s to bad. 
 
626 It’s all about money. 
 
628 Because all the private land is now a commercial entity to the farmer that has private 

land; all the non-residents pay for everything.  We can’t afford it ourselves, and all the 
land that would normally be okay to ask for permission to hunt; they say no. But if you 
pay me, sure go ahead.  That’s screwing us (the residents) out of good hunting land and 
public lands.  There just isn’t good enough habitat to hold birds for us, like private land. 

 
630 Positive for the economy.  Also, most non-residents hunt within the first month of the 

season, which still provides residents with late season opportunities.  If the numbers 
become more spread open it could turn negative though. 

 
632 It is a game of money for GF&P. 
 
636 It is a good revenue for the farmers and private lands. 
 
642 I would much rather pay more to keep out the non-resident hunters so my kids can find 

good hunting. 
 
643 We need non-residents to gain land to improve our lands.  That is very important. 
 
644 It is getting to the point that only rich out-of-staters will be able to hunt here, as farmers 

are charging to hunt their lands.  If they get money from the sate to have CRP land, then 
they should not be allowed to charge for hunting.  This is discouraging to people who 
want to hunt and can’t afford to pay these outrageous costs.  Why hunt when you can’t 
do it as a sport, just a fee! 

 
647 Lots of money, and the non-residents can also lease land to hunt on. 
 
649 Too many non-residents with big dollars that can buy up our hunting land! 
 
653 Too many non-resident licenses are issued, which decreases the number of birds for 

residents.  Non-resident hunters should be required to hunt on game preserves only. 
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654 Non-resident hunters come hear and offer farmers good money to hunt their fields and 

the local residents cannot or will not match the money.  We are the hunters that most 
were born and raised here and are getting forced out of hunting. 

 
656 Just like the GF&P does with deer hunting, this should be done with pheasants.  The 

option should be where you are hunting, public or private with fees.  The public should be 
limited, and the private with fees could be unlimited. 

 
657 You stop game farms and out-of-state hunters.  Then the number of South Dakota 

hunters will come back. 
 
658 Why should residents have to pay to go hunting?  We pay hunting license, deer tags, and 

elk tags. 
 
661 I don’t even try to hunt pheasants the first two weeks of the regular season because of all 

the non-residents.  I can’t find a place to hunt without running into someone. 
 
663 Residents recreational enjoyment is disappearing because we are either unwilling or 

can’t afford to pay for places to hunt. 
 
665 They bring money; they can hunt my or our spots. 
 
667 I feel that it is good for the state income, but it will be impossible to find a place to hunt 

when all farms become commercial to pheasant hunting. 
 
668 Economic benefit at the expense of residents is not good. 
 
669 Let us shoot our own birds. 
 
672 I think a lot of guys just don’t want to deal with the non-resident hunters.  A lot of them 

can be rude and have no manners in the field. 
 
674 We have great pheasant hunting and it’s only a matter of time before the out-of-state 

hunter numbers pass the in-state numbers.  We only have 700,000+ people in the state. 
 
676 The birds need to be kept in check population wise.  Non-resident hunters need to see 

South Dakota. 
 
682 They have no respect for private property. 
 
686 Keep non-residents out! 
 
687 In the pheasant belt, I’d be left out or pay $150 per day, which I can’t afford.  Here in 

Grant County, there are virtually no non-residents. 
 
688 Economic benefit. 
 
689 This year a lot of pheasants, but more pressure by non-residents. 
 
691 Pheasant hunting is a family sport to South Dakota and it may be too expensive for your 

families to hunt because of out-of-state big money. 
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692 It means the South Dakota I live in and love is not accessible to me.  I have hunted since 

I was a child and now the money is shutting the doors to my chance to hunt. 
 
693 It just doesn’t matter. 
 
694 As long as South Dakota pheasant hunting continues to be excellent, I predict it is a trend 

that will continue.  Why?  A big part of it is demographics.  We only have a small fraction 
of the farms we use to and what few farmers we have are old and the young people – 
farm and non-farm have bought into the zero population growth gospel, and we don’t 
have nearly the numbers of young people than we did years ago. 

 
695 Eventually, it will impact local (resident) access, at least to some degree. 
 
700 Too much land is paid for is a negative. 
 
703 Non-residents are prepared to pay for land to hunt on while I won’t pay. 
 
708 Rural communities need this outside money. 
 
709 I feel the reason resident numbers are down is because they won’t pay to hunt 

commercial, where non-residents will. 
 
713 No place to hunt without paying fees. 
 
717 Loss of hunting ground in good pheasant areas.  Landowners are already being 

compensated in many ways from out tax dollars! 
 
720 I think more farmers are charging for hunting so the local people can’t hunt their land, and 

that’s why less resident hunters don’t hunt because they can’t afford to pay. 
 
722 They bring in a lot of money and they are gone by the time pheasant hunting gets good. 
 
723 The economic benefit for the state is huge. 
 
727 Non-resident hunters are the reason “pay-to-hunt” is becoming more popular.   
 
730 Not too many non-residents hunting around here in Deuel County. 
 
738 We live here year around and need to get along with farmers. 
 
746 They bring “cash” to South Dakota. 
 
749 Because it’s becoming all about money! 
 
751 South Dakota economic standpoint. 
 
752 Limit out-of-state licenses, as these numbers should never exceed in-state hunters. 
 
753 I don’t think we should have more non-resident hunters.  Hunting our public game 

shouldn’t be a business. 
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754 Landowners charge non-residents $$$ to hunt, thus leaving residents without land to 

hunt. 
 
759 Good for the South Dakota economy, but does hurt South Dakota residents because of 

more fee hunting. 
 
762 Provides enormous economic impact for the state, however they also brought about 

change, such as paying to hunt. 
 
766 The residents usually know where to hunt for pheasants and non-residents don’t usually 

get to hunt (every day) for pheasants. 
 
767 Pushes for paid hunting all over, and that’s a crock. 
 
773 It is good for the economy, but some of the non-resident hunters are sloppy and don’t 

take care of the messes they leave. 
 
774 I feel this will increase the “pay-to-hunt” areas and will cost residents the opportunity to 

hunt for free. 
 
777 Because they take pheasants that would otherwise go to residents. 
 
779 It’s good for the economy, but not good for the resident hunter (you guys know that). 
 
783 The cost of hunting for non-residents is cheap in comparison to there income level.  

Pheasant hunting is beginning to become a rich man’s sport. 
 
789 Non-resident licenses are too cheap!  Do the math again! 
 
791 The season should be closed until the bird population comes back. 
 
792 Hunting is becoming a rich man’s sport.  Residents can’t compete with high paying out-

of-staters; leases, hunting preserve fees, etc. 
 
796 There is plenty of land for each to hunt. 
 
797 Driving residents to get discouraged by pay hunting. 
 
798 Good because it brings a lot of revenue to a lot of people, but it is bad because it 

decreases the number of birds. 
 
799 They are paying big money to hunt to both the State of South Dakota and farmers.  It kills 

the opportunity of non-landowners. 
 
803 It seems to be more about the money than the hunt. 
 
806 I believe we have to keep pheasant numbers to hunter ratio in balance. 
 
808 Most of them are slob hunters, trespassers, and law breakers. 
 
809 I think our community needs the income from the non-residents. 
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817 I feel that the increasing number of non-residents paying money to hunt has hurt some of 

my hunting ground by people wanting me to pay to hunt, and I refuse to pay to hunt 
someone’s ground.  The way I look at it is, I am decreasing the population regardless of 
what I am hunting, so I decrease the amount of damage done to crops. 

 
820 I’m tired of out-of-state vehicles, bumper to bumper, by my place shooting pheasants out 

of my front yard. 
 
821 The out-of-state hunters do not affect me, but it does many of my friends and in-state 

hunters. 
 
822 I no longer hunt pheasants. 
 
825 Too many out-of-state hunters; should have a limit of permits. 
 
826 The non-resident hunters, that I have to chase off my land. 
 
830 Positive for economy of South Dakota, but it brings in people willing to pay to hunt good 

private land, which hurts the South Dakota hunter. 
 
831 South Dakota needs the income.  There are plenty of Walk-In Areas.  The late season is 

always better for me. 
 
832 Most of these non-resident hunters already have set up places to hunt and most of them 

pay good money to hunt, so I feel it has a positive impact on our economy.  I think it’s 
great. 

 
834 It’s pushing me out of my retirement dream.  I will not pay to hunt nature’s beauty.  I 

haven’t over 50 years of hunting here. 
 
848 Causes too much private land to be leased by guides. 
 
849 When residents do not hunt, it is harder to pass positive legislation to benefit hunting and 

conservation. 
 
850 It is good for economics. 
 
853 Residents still can hunt.  They need to take the time.  There’s still a few 

farmers/landowners that do not charge. 
 
856 I would like to see GF&P buy more state land and also enlist more walk-in land. 
 
858 Just limit their (non-resident) amount of time they can hunt during the season. 
 
864 It is definitely good for the economy, but I don’t understand why we let so many big 

money people in to hunt, but don’t just charge them enough for license fees; every other 
state does! 

 
883 Keeps the small towns alive. 
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885 Once again, they come in with the big money and money talks.  As long as they bring 

money into the state, the landowners are waiting to accept it, and so is the state.  Kids 
and people, who won’t pay, won’t have a place to hunt. 

 
887 Brings in money to communities. 
 
893 I feel residents should have first chance to enjoy our state’s natural resources (same for 

fishing). 
 
895 Pay hunting is all it will be in a few years. 
 
901 I am usually busy combining corn and don’t hunt on opening week anyway. 
 
905 Too hard on resident hunters. 
 
910 Additional funding for GF&P.  Non-residents should have every opportunity to enjoy 

South Dakota hunting/outdoors. 
 
911 If they did away with road hunting, this would be a negative. 
 
914 Residents don’t have a place to hunt; it’s a big money sport. 
 
915 Because most of South Dakota people want the hunting for nothing and most all non-

residents have grown up knowing that if they want to hunt that it is going to cost them, 
and they are willing to do that. 

 
916 Great cash flow for the agriculture community and South Dakota in general. 
 
917 At this time, the farmers and ranchers need all they can make.  If it is pheasant hunting, 

so be it. 
 
918 I feel the economic boost is needed.  Resident hunters do not put much money into our 

area and usually trespass because they think being they are residents that they should 
be able to hunt anywhere, even though they don’t have the expenses landowners do. 

 
919 More dollars to the state! 
 
920 Non-resident hunters are willing to pay good fees to hunt.  That income is good to the 

people in that business. 
 
927 I cannot fault fee hunting; it’s just a change.  Bird hunting will become a rich man’s sport. 
 
929 GF&P care more about money than the people that live here. 
 
932 All the farmers and ranchers keep their land for all the out-of-staters, leaving less for the 

resident hunter. 
 
934 Too many hunters, which do not abide by the laws.  Also, has no economic benefit to me.  

Get rid of them! 
 
941 Residents are being pushed out from the results of commercial hunting and non-resident 

attitudes! 
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944 Pretty sad when out-of-staters out number in-state hunters, most pay to hunt.  They make 

more money than us South Dakota folks.  Start charging more for licenses (2 to 3X).  
Now everyone is charging to hunt.  Pheasant lodges popping up all over.  Great for 
farmers (extra cash), but bad for city folks.  Don’t get rid of road hunting.  Economically, 
motels, gas stations, and restaurants benefit greatly. 

 
945 We need all hunting public we can get to protect our future. 
 
949 Our economy needs the revenue from non-residents. 
 
962 Out-of-staters have the financial advantage.  Some believe that money talks.  The more 

land they own, means more control of what they can do. 
 
967 Because non-resident people are pooling together to buy all the land around.  Raising 

farm ground prices are driving farmers out. 
 
969 Out-of-state people buy land to hunt on pay too much and in the long run, it’s hurting the 

farmers.  More than the money, they charge to hunt. 
 
970 If you live in a city with no land to hunt, it is hard to get permission from a farmer to hunt 

without having to pay money to hunt. 
 
974 Non-resident hunters and wealthy resident hunters are buying up land at any price; then 

controlling the amount of land, and local farmers are charging outrageous rates per gun.  
Giving landowners my tax money to make you think they will honestly open up their land 
is dumb. 

 
975 It is good to bring out-of-state money into South Dakota.  It keeps South Dakota working 

for better habitat and quality. 
 
978 I run a restaurant, so out-of-state hunters are very important to me. 
 
979 It takes away the land from resident hunters. 
 
982 Non-residents are good for the economy.  Residents that truly want to hunt can find a 

place to do it. 
 
986 It means resident hunters are not find land to hunt. 
 
990 Out-of-state hunters are only here for 2 to 3 day hunts.  We are here all the time. 
 
991 Fee hunting is taking over and the residents can’t find a good place to hunt.  Public land 

gets pounded by non-resident hunters. 
 
993 I don’t think most South Dakota hunters will pay to get on hunting land. 
 
994 It’s like everything is based on money, which South Dakota pheasant hunters, more than 

not, don’t have an abundance of! 
 
995 Hunting is turning into a business for too many. 
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998 I have friends in Minnesota that do not come to South Dakota because of the 2 to 5 day 

periods; they go to Iowa instead.  If you want to limit the non-residents and not give them 
the opportunities to hunt all year, why not consider a ten – fifteen day timeframe when 
they can check off one day at a time.  

 
999 I believe it’s up to the residents to hunt or not, but somehow have more hunting places 

available to the resident. 
 
1000 If you don’t own private land, it’s tough to get any hunting spots until late season. 
 
1002 Non-residents are paying big dollars to hunt lots of corporate.  People have the funds to 

pay $1000 - $200 a day per gun to hunt.  Most South Dakota residents can’t afford that 
rate. 

 
1007 I will never pay to hunt, I can’t afford it.  I buy a combination license every year and every 

time I go it costs 20 or 30 dollars for me.  If I take my son or daughter, maybe a little 
more. 

 
1011 Because by the time my kids are old enough to hunt there won’t be any place for them to 

hunt without paying. 
 
1013 Paid hunting even will be more common as land is bought or leased for paid hunts. 
 
1014 Minnesota has pheasants.  I think it is too easy and cheap to hunt out of state, so 

everyone comes and hunts our pheasants.  I think the residents should get $ for our land 
being tore apart! 

 
1019 Resident only season should allow you to hunt on any land and not just public land. 
 
1028 Non-resident hunters push all public hunting; where residents like to hunt pheasants and 

other waterfowl. 
 
1029 Residents have lack of places to hunt. 
 
1030 South Dakota residents are among the poorest in the nation.  We pay many taxes to 

support this state.  I am angered when “big money” out-of-state hunters “buy-up” our land 
and hunting opportunity. 

 
1035 South Dakota residents can still hunt if they want to. 
 
1037 Non-residents come in with a lot of money and pay to get on land and residents can’t 

afford to pay for hunting. 
 
1039 Hunting pheasants is South Dakota’s heritage.  It is a great loss that the numbers are 

diminishing.  Screw the out-of-staters; if you weren’t born here, you can’t hunt here. 
 
1040 As always, there are good hunters (people) and there are (assholes). 
 
1042 Non-residents hunt all the public lands.  After the game is wild then they pay to hunt.  

Public land should be for residents-only. 
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1044 Most out-of-staters have money to pay.  Most in-staters don’t have the money or places 

to go, and the road hunting is causing in-staters to quit hunting. 
 
1046 Too many non-residents here. 
 
1047 It’s all about “pay-to-hunt”.  Local people cannot afford to pay to hunt. 
 
1052 It’s pushing the residents of this state who live here all year long away from enjoying their 

own outdoors. 
 
1054 Non-residents are paying a lot for hunting and they are buying too much land at very high 

prices.  This makes it difficult for the farmers to compete. 
 
1055 We take in non-resident hunters.  We do not owe residents hunters a place to hunt. 
 
1056 Most out-of-state hunters are more polite. 
 
1059 With the proliferation of preserves, I feel there is room for both. 
 
1063 It has its benefits and it has its negatives. 
 
1066 A lot of people stayed in South Dakota to live.  They stay here often for the high quality 

hunting.  You need to purchase more hunting land East River.  Give up on West River for 
now.  Be visionary like Peter Norbeck was.  He started Custer State Park and the 
Badlands. 

 
1067 Making money from pheasant hunting is not as important as hunting with my children. 
 
1068 Small towns need the money. 
 
1073 They are taking over our land and hunting. 
 
1076 Because the out-of-state people pay whatever amount is charged.  Residents can’t afford 

to pay the prices. 
 
1080 Not enough pheasants.  Hunting should be for everybody and not just the ones who can 

pay for it!  Good Hunting! 
 
1081 Residents should be able to enjoy hunting without having to compete with non-residents.  

We pay all year around for this (taxes). 
 
1082 Taking away our birds. 
 
1083 Many come paying some guys big money, they then hunt public and other private land. 
 
1085 With out-of-staters coming in this way, we as residents are limited as to the places we 

can hunt.  They buy our land and also are the first to public land. 
 
1086 We get out-of-state hunters. 
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1088 Why are less locals hunting than non-residents?  Locals remember what was.  Non-

residents still dream of what is.  Locals are not willing or have the time and money to take 
special time to hunt. 

 
1091 State has more money to buy public ground and non-residents bring more money to all 

communities.  There’s plenty of public ground to hunt. 
 
1093 Big money hunting is crowding out residents.  Too much paid hunting and all non-

residents are going to start; pretty quick, making less residents hunting. 
 
1094 Brings lots of different things to South Dakota. 
 
1096 Outside money coming into our state. 
 
1098 It is hard to keep the out-of-staters off your land.  They run out of places to hunt. 
 
1100 Have to get more resid3ents involved, which would help to keep land in the hands of 

residents. 
 
1103 Sometimes it’s good, but they are using up our pheasants to hinder our ability to get 

permission to hunt in certain areas. 
 
1109 It brings money to the state. 
 
1111 Because it has destroyed the neighborly relationship between farmers and towns people. 
 
1114 One the good side, it generates revenue for GF&P programs and helps the economy in 

communities where hunters lodge.  Bad side . . . commercialized hunting makes it more 
difficult for residents to enjoy the benefits. 

 
1118 Because the residents hunters are upset due to no place to hunt, and the out-of-state 

hunters think they own the fields. 
 
1122 There’s plenty pheasants for both.  The issue is land availability.  Afraid it’s going to end 

up hunting for those able or willing to pay. 
 
1123 Provides exposure for South Dakota. 
 
1128 We are being overtaken by money! 
 
1134 Game, Fish and Parks are not doing their job!  They are placing more economic 

emphasis/gain on non-residents opportunities than for the residents. 
 
1137 Some people in South Dakota are not going hunting anymore because it is too big of a 

hassle dealing with all of the non-residents. 
 
1140 It shows a decreased interest in hunting by South Dakota residents. 
 
1141 I feel it is a negative because it leads me to believe residents might be finding it hard to 

find places to hunt.  I feel all the non-residents that want to hunt are very positive for 
South Dakota. 
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1146 It’s getting very hard to even find a road hunting area not occupied by non-residents.  I 

know they bring in dollars, but I still worry about it. 
 
1147 Non-residents pay very large fees in my area!  This makes it very hard to get on good 

land without paying money. 
 
1148 Positive for South Dakota’s economy.  As far as resident hunters go, younger South 

Dakotans seem to be moving out of state for jobs, which equals fewer younger hunters.  
While older hunters find other hobbies not as physically demanding. 

 
1149 More non-residents means more land leased which takes away from residents asking to 

hunt. 
 
1151 Some residents don’t hunt when non-residents are out.  Some are here to party and tell 

stories; can be unsafe! 
 
1154 Every year there are more farmers charging to hunt their land, which most farmers don’t 

pay taxes on the money they take in.  Resident hunters can’t pay, so they will just quit 
hunting. 

 
1155 It further shows that someday I will not be pheasant hunting.  Dollar for dollar, I can not 

compete with non-residents. 
 
1156 Non-residents bring big money in and pay outrageous fees to hunt, making many people 

close land off unless you pay. 
 
1157 Every year, I have to find new places to hunt because more land that I used to hunt is 

getting leased out. 
 
1159 I have no problem with out-of-state hunters.  For the most part, they are very considerate 

hunters, however I do have a problem with the landowners in this state.  They are so 
damned worried about their out-of-staters and their deep pockets that they won’t allow 
anyone to hunt their land. 

 
1164 I am a landowner, so I have a place to hunt and I don’t charge others to hunt.  If you 

loose the support of residents who have the power to hunt, you may loose hunting 
altogether.  I have heard it said more than once. 

 
1165 That is a _______ joke.  In another ten years there will be no South Dakota hunters.  My 

son turns twelve in 5 years, where will I take him?  I guess the answer is, I won’t. 
 
1166 See comments on page 8.  I am getting upset now! 
 
1167 If you get to the point that resident hunters feel left out, they will eventually vote 

accordingly. 
 
1169 Hard to find quality places to hunt unless you’re willing to pay. 
 
1171 I don’t particularly like the idea of having more non-residents hunters, but the economic 

benefits from their visits is immense. 
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1172 I think as the rural population of South Dakota declines the South Dakota resident 

hunters will decline.  South Dakota should take advantage of non-resident hunters. 
 
1175 What happened to the resident?  Could it be that so many people left and come back 

only for hunting.  I think this is an overall concern for our state’s population. 
 
1183 A large number of non-resident hunters are wealthy and will pay to hunt.  South Dakota 

landowners are learning this and know there are plenty of non-residents who will pay 
them.  So if you are a low income resident and can’t pay, it is very hard to find a place to 
hunt.  South Dakota is one of the lowest wage paying states in the U.S.  So most people 
that work for a business can’t afford to pay to hunt.  We must limit the amount of non-
residents or make pay hunting illegal!  

 
1187 Trespassing and too many birds killed. 
 
1188 I feel positive because it brings revenue to South Dakota. 
 
1194 Because out-of-state hunters are a pain in the ass to landowners. 
 
1198 We need to keep the people that we have in the state to do more hunting and less 

whining. 
 
1200 Non-resident hunters purchasing land at prices $100 - $200/acre over average land 

sales.  Balance of landowners has increased valuations and tax burdens. 
 
1201 Brings income to our small towns. 
 
1203 I am a landowner.  I do not operate a fee hunting operation.  I am overwhelmed by the 

large numbers of resident hunters looking for free hunting land! 
 
1204 I think a lot of the non-resident hunters are paying people here to take them out to public 

and Walk-In Areas to hunt.  I feel this will bring more resident hunters feeling negative 
about how the Game, Fish and Parks regulate the pay-to-hunt issue. 

 
1207 Explained on previous page. 
 
1208 If the residents want to pout because out-of-state hunter are here, so what. 
 
1209 The money coming in from non-residents helps keep our taxes lower than all, but one 

other state. 
 
1210 Have had too many run-ins with non-residents. 
 
1211 Normally, the in-staters get permission and the out-of-staters pay . . . to me . . . this is 

what will cause in-staters to lose because a lot of hunters won’t pay . . . they haven’t in 
the past. 

 
1218 It’s a renewable resource and should be available to everybody. 
 
1221 It helps local merchants who otherwise might have a hard time offering goods and 

services to residents the balance of the year. 
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1224 It is sending false signals to landholders, as in any to good to be true situation.  This will, 

in the long run, prove to be too good to be true. 
 
1229 Out-of-staters are rude, they think they own our land, and take over all areas.  They 

ruined local hunting. 
 
1230 It isn’t right.  They are not the only part of South Dakota economy. 
 
1234 Seems like the non-resident hunter can out-pay the resident hunter, so they will always 

get the better land and the resident hunters get the leftovers. 
 
1235 They ruin a lot of hunts for South Dakota’s hunters. 
 
1236 I say neutral because I don’t know why the numbers are that way.  If resident hunters 

stay home because increased non-residents, then it’s negative.  But maybe the residents 
would stay home anyway. 

 
1237 People who live in South Dakota deserve the benefits of what South Dakota has to offer. 
 
1246 Because most of the resident hunters are the landowners who only let non-resident or 

friends hunt their lands. 
 
1250 I don’t mind the non-resident hunters as long as there is enough land for residents to 

hunt. 
 
1251 Non-resident hunters are the main reason our land prices are going up.  Around here 

they have bought more land than residents have recently! 
 
1252 Many do not know the rules for trespassing.  They don’t ask permission, and are always 

shooting too close to my farmyard.  They act like they own the land. 
 
1254 We live here, pay taxes, endure the elements, and have huge competition $ with out-of-

staters to enjoy the hunting. 
 
1256 I would like to see more resident and non-resident hunters having fun on more land with 

lots of pheasants. 
 
1259 This is all GF&P is worried about – YOUR programs. 
 
1260 Only hunters from Minnesota don’t ask permission.  Especially, road/ditch hunting. 
 
1266 Indication of things to come.  I’m afraid the residents will continue to get squeezed out. 
 
1268 The GF&P is more concerned about out-of-state hunters and lodges than trying to make 

it better for the hunter who lives here year around and pays taxes and etc. items. 
 
1270 Shortly, I will have no place to teach my children about hunting.  Therefore, there will be 

another couple of people less for the next generation.  The impact of this from each 
family will make the numbers worse.  Is money more important than local traditions?  
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1272 I know it is a very positive economically; however, I would like some considerations 

continued for residents such as leased land, etc.  I know it would be unpopular, but I 
would like to see caps on what they charge to hunt land that it is not a preserve. 

 
1281 The out-of-state revenue is great for South Dakota’s economy.  Especially, the landowner 

receiving benefits, but to the resident hunter it is a negative because if you “do not pay, 
you do not play.” 

 
1282 It shows that resident hunters are giving up on hunting. 
 
1283 Before to0 long there will be no opportunities for the average South Dakota to hunt 

pheasants! 
 
1291 Benefits cancel out negatives.  However, if the trend continues residents may become 

upset if no accommodations are made. 
 
1293 Non-residents are buying out the resident hunters; costs too much to hunt. 
 
1296 I can’t even get my possession limit. 
 
1300 It’s good for small towns and rural areas that are struggling economically. 
 
1304 All hunting in South Dakota will eventually become a sport for the rich.  Public hunting 

lands are already crowded. 
 
1306 Non-residents support many businesses in the area which I live. 
 
1307 Hunting has been priced out of the resident budget.  Money and greed has driven a 

wedge between landowners and non-landowner residents. 
 
1309 It all comes down to the almighty dollar if you have the money, like most out-of-state 

hunters that come here do.  They will have the places to hunt. 
 
1310 We need their money to improve public access for all of us. 
 
1311 The economy of hunting is cause people to keep/create more good habitats, which 

appears to be increasing the number of birds for everyone.  This includes the spill over of 
birds to public hunting areas. 

 
1314 South Dakota needs to take care of its own residents first and foremost! 
 
1315 Becoming too commercial, not enough public land with good amount of birds. 
 
1316 A majority of these people are “pay hunters”, which equals economic benefits.  As a 

hunter, areas become harder to find. 
 
1318 Causing too many paid hunting with landowners.  Lack of good public shooting areas. 
 
1319 My husband is a hunting guide, plus it benefits business owners in the state. 
 
1320 The non-resident hunt is what has put such a price on hunting in this state.  Very 

unfavorable to pay hunting, as it takes out the average families. 
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1327 Answer on the preceding page. 
 
1330 I think we should raise the prices on non-resident licenses and cheapen resident licenses 

to solve this. 
 
1338 More fees collected. 
 
1339 Leave the road hunting alone! 
 
1341 Better economy for residents. 
 
1344 Non-residents cannot harvest as many birds as residents on an annual basis. 
 
1353 Too expensive in some ways, that trickles down to the 24 – 7 locals. 
 
1354 I would not care if they close all non-resident hunting. 
 
1359 I believe that pheasants as a benefit (of living, working, and paying taxes in South 

Dakota) should be enjoyed first and foremost by people who live here. 
 
1365 It brings in money to the state. 
 
1369 This is our land and these are our birds.  We feed and raise the birds on our land.  Non-

residents that have birds in their state should stay in their state.  
 
1371 Farmers will want money from residents hunters because non-residents will pay good 

money to hunt the same spots! 
 
1373 It is positive since they do pay more for their shot stay here, but as residents we are here 

all year long doing fund raisers, making shelter belts, and keeping down the predator 
population for ALL of use to hunt. 

 
1374 We have our farming land. 
 
1375 Non-resident hunters should be steered away from coming if they do not have a place to 

hunt – competition.  They just fill motels with hunters searching for places to hunt; that is 
not a good idea. 

 
1383 If it helps local economies, I’m in favor.  It does however, negatively impact my hunting. 
 
1386 The more non-residents hunting the better for South Dakota’s economy. 
 
1388 Money has chased out everyday hunters.  Average people can’t pay these high dollars to 

hunt.  Charge the out-of-stater more, go price hunts in their states.  
 
1392 Economic that is it! 
 
1396 It becomes a money driven sport (pay-to-hunt) when locals then also have to pay for 

something they never had to pay before. 
 
1399 Helps the businesses. 

 218  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix K 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
 
1408 Revenue for South Dakota. 
1410 They end up leasing or buying up the land and many residents don’t have places to hunt. 
 
1412 After the opening weekend the hunters are spread out a lot better.  They bring in some 

good money.  
 
1415 I waterfowl hunt.  Pheasant hunting is only for family reasons.  Non-resident hunters don’t 

affect the sport to me. 
 
1416 Fee hunting is taking hunting opportunities from all hunting. 
 
1418 Not as much pressure in our area, however it will get worse. 
 
1422 Before to long, all hunting will be pay hunting only. 
 
1425 Non-resident hunters have virtually wiped out private hunting lands through pay hunting. 
 
1435 Because the out-of-state hunters have the money to pay for the guide services that have 

already bought all the land that resident hunters used to hunt on for free. 
 
1437 Wires cut, gates left open, and damage to house, buildings and vehicles.  I would like to 

see road hunting (ditches) outlawed!  
 
1450 Less birds. 
 
1451 Non-resident hunters may provide a boost for a few local “Mom and Pop” stores, but the 

local resident pays the price when the cost of goods and services are increased during 
the hunting season.  Thanks to the non-resident dollar, guided hunting groups and private 
organizations lease land for hunting and reduce the ability of local hunters to find 
pheasant hunting places; not that the landowner shouldn’t make a dollar on his own land, 
but now he thinks he owns the South Dakota state bird.  Road hunting has now become 
a major legal issue.  

 
1452 Too much “pay-to-hunt”. 
 
1458 Gives less opportunity to residents. 
 
1466 I feel that eventually, I will be forced to pay landowners to hunt or buy my own land.  
 
1467 I think we wouldn’t need non-resident dollars if we wouldn’t let them hunt in South 

Dakota.  We wouldn’t need to pay ranchers to lease their land if we had only 71,000 
resident hunters; non-residents go away!. 

 
1469 We have trouble finding places to hunt. 
 
1470 Good for South Dakota’s economy, but bad for the residents that do not want to pay to 

hunt on private land. 
 
1473 Leads to increased access charges. 
 
1476 Most are going to pay hunting spots. 
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1479 It creates pay hunting and takes away the best land. 
 
1484 The more people who come to South Dakota to pay to hunt property, directly attributes to 

more landowners closing their property to non-paying hunters.  I am willing to bet 75 – 
80% of the hunts booked on leased property comes from non-residents. 

 
1485 It shows me that enough non-residents are hunting to discourage residents. 
 
1490 If residents don’t hunt now, will the word be that South Dakota has the best hunting 

(upland game birds).  
 
1491 Causing too many areas to go to paid hunting. 
 
1498 After the first two weeks the non-residents are gone, in November and December we 

outnumber them dramatically. 
 
1499 Out-of-state license too cheap, lots of trespassing.  Road hunters take advantage of 

situation and don’t follow rules.  
 
1500 A state ought to take care of its own first and foremost! 
 
1503 Resident opportunities should come before non-resident hunting opportunities.  With 

lower overall income levels in South Dakota being lower on average than other states’ 
wage levels; being able to afford South Dakota hunting for resident South Dakotans is a 
factor.  The ability to pay is a factor in the ability to hunt pheasant.  Most I know that 
pheasant hunt, pay to hunt! 

 
1508 If it’s an economic benefit you want, charge them $700, like I have to pay to hunt out of 

state!  
 
1516 Makes it impossible to find a quality place to hunt. 
 
1517 The only people that get to hunt have plenty of money. 
 
1518 It’s harder and harder to find hunting locations that are not private.  That’s one of the 

reasons I live in South Dakota, is the hunting and the outdoors.  
 
1519 Taking away from are hunting experiences. 
 
1527 I am unable to compete financially with the wealthy non-resident hunter; taking out my old 

hunting grounds. 
 
1530 It’s a negative for me with a positive for the state and the economy. 
 
1531 I don’t have money to buy trespass rights that the farmer asks.  Do the farmers pay taxes 

on this income when they are paid cash? 
 
1533 Non-resident hunters’ force all private landowners to charge and resident hunters can’t 

afford to pay as much. 
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1534 Local are losing access to good areas unless you have the income to support this 

activity. 
 
1536 Between the government, the commission, and all the rich business people in this state, 

our walleyes, pheasants, geese, and deer (soon elk) are being marketed for purely 
financial gain.  The ordinary poorly paid South Dakota native knows that what he/she 
needs, just doesn’t count anymore.  

 
1539 We (father) own a preserve. 
 
1542 If they buy a license, then they have the right to hunt here in South Dakota. 
 
1545 There just isn’t enough land/birds for everyone to have a quality hunt, so some residents 

choose not to hunt anymore.   
 
1549 We need non-resident financial support as long s the money goes to programs to support 

pheasant hunting. 
 
1550 More non-residents come to South Dakota because pheasant numbers ere on the way 

up. 
 
1554 I feel that non-residents are more willing and able to pay higher fees to hunt on private 

places than residents are. 
 
1558 Money (non-resident) is more important than taxpayers (residents)!  We get no choice or 

second choice in hunting good land. 
 
1559 I have not pheasant hunted very much! 
 
1563 They spend more money and I think that has to be good for the state.  Also, it brings 

people to see South Dakota. 
 
1565 I’m still able to find good hunting at no charge. 
 
1566 They come from far stronger economic areas, spending disposable income the average 

resident cannot compete with.  We live here year around by choice and rarely is the 
choice monetary rewards; the non-resident doesn’t. 

 
1568 Good for our economy. 
 
1573 They hunt the public areas first then go to their private areas.  Keep all non-resident out 

of walk-in and public areas.  Private-Only for non-residents. 
 
1574 Landowners want money to hunt.  I had one landowner that wanted to see my license on 

a section line road.  Landowners are not wildlife officers. 
 
1580 Negative because landowners will start charging local hunters to hunt, just like prairie 

deer hunting. 
 
1583 Politics and money are making the sport less exciting and costly for a family to afford. 
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1586 They will find a landowner they can pay to hunt on his land, no matter where or what 

state they may want to hunt in. 
 
1588 This is the United States; everyone is equal. 
 
1590 Because of the economic effort, you folks at GF&P have forgotten who makes South 

Dakota pheasant hunting great and who is always there protecting South Dakota! 
 
1594 Non-resident hunters will pay landowners big bucks to hunt, and then they expect 

resident hunters to pay.  The best hunting is on private land. 
 
1595 I do realize the benefits, as well as the associated negative impact.  I assume that they 

outweigh each other, but I do fear that many residents have given up pheasant hunting 
because they lack the funds to pursue it. 

 
1596 Tourism is most important to our economy. 
 
1599 All good hunting areas go to the ones that pay big money.  So us working class people 

that support the program for the other 50 weeks of the year get shit on! 
 
1600 Over crowding; too many hunters. 
 
1601 It is economically beneficial to our state.  Regulating the number of non-residents 

licenses available and increasing fees may help. 
 
1611 The pheasant is our state bird.  Allowing non-residents to pay large dollars to shoot 

pheasants slowly brings about privatization of wildlife.  That will be a tragedy. 
 
1612 Not enough land to hunt if you’re not a landowner. 
 
1616 Many businesses in small towns are dependent on pheasant hunting as a seasonal 

business.  
 
1617 Local residents need local control. 
 
1619 I don’t make the money to lease land for my boys and I. 
 
1621 Dislike commercialism of hunting. 
 
1626 Limit licenses - truly pathetic.  It use to be the reward for low income people living in 

South Dakota, was the ability to get out and enjoy the rural beauty of this state and hunt; 
not anymore, just like the Sturgis Rally.   

 
1627 Non-resident competition is making it much harder and much more expensive to find 

good hunting areas. 
 
1631 Helps the state’s economy. 
 
1632 What can really upset me is when I hear of a resident big game hunter not getting a 

license and some out-of-stater getting one.  What’s more important?  A person who 
benefits South Dakota’s economy one week or somebody benefits South Dakota’s 
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economy 365 days of a year?  Where is this hunting going?  GF&P have dollar signs in 
their eyes. 

 
1636 Hunting and fishing is one of the reasons I bought and live in South Dakota; 40 years ago 

moving from Minnesota. 
 
1638 Brings revenue in and I don’t care about pheasants.  I would not mind if non-residents 

pushed them to extermination.  Fewer pheasants make more grouse.    
 
1649 Safety on Walk-In Areas reduced and reduced availability of private land. 
 
1654 GF&P only are concerned about the amount of money they can take in. 
 
1657 What happened to the residents?  We better get more of them back into hunting! 
 
1660 Although, out-of-state hunters bring revenue into the state, many resident hunters cannot 

afford this type of situation.  Greatly decreasing available property and therefore, hunting 
opportunities. 

 
1662 It is probably critical to the livelihood of many South Dakotans, so it is probably important 

to continue allowing non-resident hunters.  Problem is, decent hunting is relegated to fee 
private hunts.  If you have the money, there is no problem finding a place to hunt!  I have 
the money, so I’m not concerned! 

 
1664 I think that there are more out-of-staters buying land for out-of-state hunters.  Local 

residents can’t compete with them monetarily. 
 
1665 Profit making from landowners is taking over the sport and shortening the land available 

to residents. 
 
1666 If non-residents bring in the money, the GF&P will cater to the money. 
 
1667 Limits of income in South Dakota vs. the rest of the country. 
 
1669 It encourages the commercialization of hunting. 
 
1670 Because the people that live here are losing a pass time in a state that doesn’t have 

many other pass times. 
 
1677 Raise out-of-state fees and lower in-state on all licenses. 
 
1678 Non-residents can hunt a longer season on private land; should not be able to hunt Walk-

In Areas or public land.  
 
1681 This trend will continue to grow as long as it is legal for landowners to sell publicly owned 

property (pheasants). 
 
1684 Am I to be sacrificed just because I can’t afford pay hunting? 
 
1688 I realize it’s a good for the economy, but is bad for South Dakota residents.  Every year 

it’s getting harder to find a place to hunt! 
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1689 Non-residents generate a lot of revenue for South Dakotans. 
 
1690 As long as there are birds for residents, I don’t care if non-residents come to hunt.  I hate 

to think that only the rich out-of-state people can afford to hunt. 
 
1691 Non-resident hunters flood public land early, then go to their leased land.  They also 

demand exclusive rights on land that they use one or two weeks a year, closing a lot of 
land. 

 
1696 Out-of-state hunters are purchasing large tracts of prime hunting ground that can never 

be hunted by residents. 
 
1697 The added income is beneficial, as long as the money collected in dues is used to keep 

hunting ground available for future generations. 
 
1700 We as state hunters are losing hunting land that my tax dollars to in-state farmers. 
 
1701 They are much more aggressive and are much more affluent. 
 
1702 As more non-residents come in, the residents are pushed out.  If there was a vote to vote 

them out, I would. 
 
1705 South Dakotans raise these birds and are being forced out of the best opportunities to 

harvest them by the almighty dollar. 
 
1709 Bird numbers will dictate both participants. 
 
1710 Out-of-staters in such abundance can often be a nuisance.  They over hunt public lands, 

overcrowd roads, and cause landowners to be greedy. 
 
1711 I think you would have a lot more resident hunters if they could find better places to hunt 

without paying to hunt.  With the wages paid in a lot of South Dakota jobs, they can’t 
afford to compete with out-of-state hunters. 

 
1714 Everyone should have the chance to hunt.  Plus, these non-residents hunters are idiots 

and spend all their money at Cabela’s.  Good for the economy! 
 
1715 Hunting is turning into a rich man’s sport. 
 
1726 The residents continue to have the most opportunity to hunt.  I don’t think they should 

complain about non-residents. 
 
1728 Increases pressure on public lands, which I do hunt some of the time, just not in 2003.  

Lots of land leased in my home county of Charles Mix because of them. 
 
1730 Because it is getting to be more difficult to find an area to hunt. 
 
1736 These hunters can afford $100 - $200 a weekend to hunt.  We are here all season, we 

can'’ pay these prices! 
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1737 I understand that the state relies on income from out-of-state hunters, and some 

business, bars, hotels, and restaurants.  I live in this state 365 days a year and spend 
almost all my income here, not just 10 - 15 days a year. 

 
1746 Because of more landowners are charging to hunt. 
 
1751 If the balance is good for wildlife populations, then it is a plus. 
 
1752 I don’t think it’s a problem, yet. 
 
1754 I think this is happening because most non-residents hunters can afford to pay to hunt.  A 

lot of resident hunters can’t. 
 
1755 Most non-residents are willing to pay landowners and game farms, and it won’t be long 

when everyone will either have to pay or quit hunting. 
 
1758 Raise the fees to buy more land or the numbers will continue. 
 
1759 This is an activity that has become a South Dakota tradition, and it would be a shame to 

see fewer South Dakota hunters. 
 
1765 Because it shouldn’t matter who a person is or how much they make, GF&P’s purpose is 

to manage game for everyone equitably.  My only hope is that pheasant hunting will be 
managed as a sport and not a business venture. 

 
1767 In-state should get a much larger number of licenses.  GF&P should try having only 

25,000 - 40,000 non-resident licenses, but have them pay more for licenses. 
 
1768 It’s great when they bring in the money.  They come knowing they are going to have to 

spend some big bucks to hunt on land.  Residents shouldn’t have to shell out this kind of 
money to hunt in their own state. 

 
1771 Everyone should have the same rights to hunt. 
 
1779 Non-resident hunters are able to pay for hunting, while residents basically refuse to pay 

for this.  I don’t see how this helps our economy. 
 
1783 I know the benefits of out-of-state hunters is too beneficial to our state to ever consider 

not allowing them to hunt here. 
 
1784 Residents come first. 
 
1793 It has both good and bad effects. 
 
1796 We are selling our heritage! 
 
1798 In a way it’s good on the other hand.  I met some out-of-state hunters this year and my 

first opinion of them was not good.  Soon, there will be minimal amount of in-state 
hunters.  I’m pretty neutral on my opinions of this question.  

 
1811 Still like to see more birds, please!  I like the money non-residents bring to South Dakota. 
 

 225  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix K 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
1816 Who cares?  Someone has to shoot the pheasants. 
 
1822 People (myself included) are fed up with the inconsiderate out-of-staters that show no 

respect for residents, property, limits of birds, fish, etc.  If they are caught with over their 
limit or poaching, they should never to able to hunt here again! 

 
1825 Plenty of room for responsible hunters (non-residents or natives, both). 
 
1827 The resident hunters have a hard time finding areas that have not been over-hunted. 
 
1828 Good for the economy to have out-of-state hunters, but it’s harder for in-state hunters to 

find places without paying.  I think that in the future if you don’t own land, you will have to 
pay in some cases to hunt, even if you’re an in-state hunter. 

 
1829 Hunting is becoming a rich man’s sport.  Money is no object to some. 
 
1835 Because non-resident hunters only get to hunt for 10 days, while we residents get to hunt 

the whole season. 
 
1836 Landowners are driving locals out of hunting because of pay hunts.  The state does not 

help by putting food plots near pay land areas that can’t be reached by locals. 
 
1841 My father, uncle, and friend of the family have an out-of-stater-hunting program and I feel 

that they spend money here in South Dakota, which is very good.  But they also shoot the 
birds that I could hunt. 

 
1842 Money talks and the poor people of South Dakota should realize they can’t afford hunting 

anymore, they can watch it on television.  Who cares? 
 
1848 Money for GF&P and the state’s companies. 
 
1853 It brings revenue into South Dakota.  Motels in central South Dakota get $100 a night; it’s 

a win-win situation. 
 
1858 More non-resident hunters increase the potential of landowners charging a fee. 
 
1861 Most residents can’t compete against non-resident money.  A longer resident-only 

season would be welcomed. 
 
1866 Soon we will have to pay too much to hunt. 
 
1868 I feel residents should have first rights to our natural resources. 
 
1870 If this trend continues, it will definitely affect my ability to find places to hunt that do not 

charge a fee. 
 
1880 Residents can find a place to hunt if they try. 
 
1881 Good for South Dakota’s economy; many are pay-to-hunt. 
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1886 It is getting to the point where you must have above average wealth to hunt anymore.  

Money now seems to be the most important thing.  Now pay-to-hunt in areas that for 
years people would just let a person go out and hunt. 

 
1892 Don’t like out-of-staters.  They think it’s their right to hunt here because they buy a 

license, so they can do what they want and hunt where they want. 
 
1893 Brings in more economic benefits. 
 
1896 Low numbers in residents means to me that the younger generation is having problems 

find hunting places that don’t charge an arm and a leg to hunt.  So in turn, they get 
frustrated and don’t go hunting. 

 
1899 This is why residents can’t find land to hunt without paying. 
 
1906 It is forcing the hunting to go to paying for places to hunt.  We have since I was a kid 

been able to hunt if you had no money.  All you had to do is ask permission. 
 
1909 Residents often feel run out by non-residents. 
 
1915 Than with good hunting, prefer non-residents as they come every year.  20 years ago, we 

did the same, but they are gone now. 
 
1920 Big money interests will make it less affordable for the average resident. 
 
1922 What real benefits do we really receive if you don’t own a business? 
 
1925 Economic benefits. 
 
1927 Because I hunt in other states, also. 
 
1931 Although, the economic impact from the non-resident hunter is good, it also has made it 

very hard to hunt on private land at a reasonable cost. 
 
1934 They take the hunting away from the people who live here all year. 
 
1935 They are buying land to hunt.  Land prices are getting too high to farm. 
 
1936 I think the economic benefits to South Dakota, as a whole, outweigh the number of 

hunters. 
 
1938 Charging to hunt is getting ridiculous – fees are extreme!  Money now determines 

access!  This is wrong! 
 
1942 Landowners expect that they can charge ridiculous fees to residents also, when often the 

incomes are not the same. 
 
1944 More income for agriculture land. 
 
1952 The population will never come back as long as farming practices continue – no shelter 

and no food. 
 

 227  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix K 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
1954 They seem to take over the public lands.  They have larger groups with several dogs.  

One or two people don’t have a chance. 
 
1956 More farmers and friends can get paid for hunting land, equals less for residents. 
 
1962 Because the out-of-state rich stupid city people, is why there is so much pay-to-hunt in 

South Dakota.  I think that really sucks. 
 
1966 Somebody has to pay these fees for hunting preserves; better them than residents?  

Haven’t seen a lot of non-residents on public land. 
 
1971 It’s not fair to resident hunters. 
 
1972 South Dakota pheasant hunting should be available first to residents and then to out-of-

state.  The economic issue is the problem; out-of-staters bring in much more money to 
South Dakota. 

 
1974 From my hunting point of view; because I live here, I give South Dakota my money 

because I live to hunt.  If others love it this much they should move here, too. 
 
1975 Economic benefit. 
 
1976 Any money for South Dakota is a good thing; we need it. 
 
1978 Landowners tempted to save land for non-resident pay hunts. 
 
1979 Is the economic advantage worth the loss of the family hunting experience?  My wife and 

I enjoy pheasant hunting with our dog, but we can’t and won’t pay to hunt. 
 
1987 Because I see the non-resident hunter hunt the public land first and then they hunt family 

or friends private land. 
 
2018 It appears you’re only interested in “out-of-state money”.  The quality of hunting and 

fishing is declining rapidly.  Pheasant hunting has suffered the most for the resident. 
 
2020 The price of “out-of-state” licenses enhances the GF&P income, which is good.  It is the 

attitude of many farmers, which limit or control access to many good hunting spots. 
 
2021 It takes away from us to have places to hunt.  We don’t want to pay big bucks to hunt in 

our own state. 
 
2024 If affordable and available hunting was made to residents of South Dakota, this ration 

would be very different.  People in South Dakota want to hunt, but many times can’t.  
Sadly, even hunting has become too dependent on money. 

 
2027 GF&P needs to find more ways to get financial support other than non-resident pheasant 

hunters. 
 
2034 These individuals are the only ones that can afford to hunt on private land and they also 

hunt the public land, which takes away from resident hunters. 
 
2035 We live in a beautiful state.  Let them come and hunt, and enjoy it. 
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2042 Most non-residents hunt 5 – 10 days of the year; fewer resident hunters with access to 

private lands, means wasting natural resources. 
 
2044 Because you glorify out-of-staters, I believe resident hunters licensing will continue to 

decrease. 
 
2045 Landowners want non-resident hunters for the money. 
 
2046 Because the resident hunters are having to pay to hunt the good spots. 
 
2047 Trend is going the wrong way.  Especially, the non-residents who can afford it that we do 

not know. 
 
2052 The non-resident hunters are only here for a shot amount of time. 
 
2053 Residents should always have top priority.  They shouldn’t ever take a backseat to out-of-

state money or money at all.  It’s our heritage. 
 
2054 One of the major reasons I choose to live in South Dakota is for the great hunting 

opportunities.  The residents’ opportunities have decreased in recent years due to 
restrictive road hunting and pay-to-hunt operations. 

 
2057 Resident hunters seem to appreciate and take better care of the area. 
 
2063 There is no question that influx is a shot in the arm for South Dakota’s economy, and 

thus, helps the state.  It is too bad that it has commercialized hunting to such a degree. 
 
2065 They buy all the good spots. 
 
2067 Will continue to drive the cost of hunting up. 
 
2068 Seems that non-residents come from areas that have increased standards of living 

wages, etc.  Promotes payment for hunting and pushed out the resident hunter.  I fully 
expect the above trend to continue. 

 
2070 The resident hunters are getting pushed out, unless they are willing to pay.  They don’t 

like it and have decided to do something else.  It’s not as fun as it once was, because 
there’s too much attention put on the almighty dollar. 

 
2074 If you cut out resident hunting by laws, the GF&P will be out a lot more; those are 

taxpaying people.  If residents quit, they will need a lot more non-residents to pay the bill. 
 
2075 The non-residents are buying out the hunting in South Dakota.  How can an average 

person in South Dakota compete against somebody with a pocket full of money?  We 
won’t have a need for game wardens with all the hunting on private land; who needs 
them. 

 
2081 Non-resident hunters spend more money hunting in South Dakota than I do hunting in 

South Dakota.  I have more success later in the season after the non-resident hunters 
have gone home. 
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2085 It hurts the quality of life for residents of our great state. 
 
2088 Increases landowners earning power.  Would be nice if they would include some local 

hunters to assist in pushing or walking to help aid in getting daily limits.  State program to 
reimburse landowners for loss of non-residents guns.  You could call it the Keeler plan. 

 
2091 When I first started hunting when I was 16, my whole family went hunting.  Of more than 

30 people, only by brother and I hunt due to the out-of-state hunters.  Everybody else is 
too frustrated by them. 

 
2101 A lot of friends who have hunted with me will not participate because of non-resident 

situation.  Non-residents have lots of money, dogs, etc.  Us South Dakota residents no as 
much money available for hunting. 

 
2109 I understand the economic that outweighs or offsets the bad side. 
 
2112 Cuts down on the pheasants available for South Dakota hunters. 
 
2113 Hunting is too commercialized. 
 
2115 Too many people out-of-state don’t know hunting areas. 
 
2122 It would be a negative if I did not know people with land who allowed me to hunt there.  

Many of my friends don’t have private land to hunt. 
 
2130 Helps the economy, but hurts the in-state hunters’ interest.  Raise the non-resident fees 

to reduce pressure, but provides the necessary funding. 
 
2132 It has become a rich man’s sport. 
 
2133 This state offers opportunities to non-residents that may encourage them to help our 

tourism needs in other areas. 
 
2142 They let farmers charge for wild pheasants and by up lots of land. 
 
2143 Non-residents might not be as safe.  They buy land or spend money to hunt, which takes 

away from us. 
 
2146 Non-resident hunters bring positive cash flow to the state. 
 
2155 Pay-to-hunt on all lands! 
 
2158 Most non-resident hunters hit the public land first, and then go to their pay hunting areas.  

This leave most residents with crowded public land and routinely no where else to go. 
 
2163 I think it is a sign that the residents of the state aren’t happy with the situation. 
 
2165 Great economic alternative for farmers and landowners. 
 
2166 Turning hunting areas into a big profit for landowners, and limiting my hunting areas. 
 
2176 Non-resident hunters spend more money. 
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2177 Private land owners see all the dollars associated with non-resident hunting and limit 

access to guided paying parties. 
 
2178 Pay-for-hunting and competition for public and walk-in land is taking the fun, enjoyment, 

and tradition away from many residents. 
 
2181 They support GF&P programs, and that is a benefit.  We need more Walk-In Areas. 
 
2182 I feel in some circumstances, South Dakota residents feel pushed out of their own state 

right. 
 
2183 Less opportunity to find hunting. 
 
2184 Too many careless hunters.  No respect to people’s property. 
 
2187 The taxpayers that finance GF&P programs, Pheasants Forever, and CRP are penalized. 
 
2192 They hunt the commercial operations.  This past ’03 season, I rarely encountered any 

hunters. 
 
2193 It is starting to mean that unless you have money, you won’t be able to hunt. 
 
2195 Many people who live here can’t afford to go anymore. 
 
2196 Because as a South Dakota who grew up hunting, I feel my traditional values and abilities 

to enjoy South Dakota is being threatened. 
 
2199 Because I’m running out of places to hunt! 
 
2209 Can’t find places to hunt unless high fees. 
 
2211 Bad because of rising cost to hunt good land and good because of economic benefits. 
 
2213 Diminishes support for public hunting.  Will allow the greed of commercialized hunting 

interests to consume and destroy South Dakota hunting as a tradition and sport for our 
children’s future. 

 
2217 Should be more residents hunting our own homeland.  With some money (non-residents) 

you can anywhere.  We need more public land, CRP, etc. 
 
2218 Brings more revenue to South Dakota. 
 
2222 Depends if the 70,821 residents is going up (which would mean non-residents increased 

too, which is good).  If 70,821 residents are going down in numbers, that would be 
negative. 

 
2225 As in other life situations, money unfortunately seems to talk and to the detriment of the 

average South Dakota hunter who doesn’t pay to hunt.  I pay to hunt on preserves 
because I can afford it and don’t have a lot of spare time, and also no longer have family 
farm connections.  I feel the average hunter is getting “squeezed” and the honored 
tradition of hunting for free is in danger of being lost. 
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2229 It’s one of the only natural resources we have, and thus, South Dakota should take 

advantage. 
 
2230 Non-resident hunters are forcing us out of land we have hunted for years. 
 
2233 The non-resident hunters tend to have more money to pay landowners, which promotes 

more pay-to-hunt situations. 
 
2238 South Dakota needs the economic impact. 
 
2243 Because most people would rather have money (get paid) to let people hunt.  This is our 

state and we should have some benefits. 
 
2244 Resident hunters spend money, too. 
 
2245 Money equals greed. 
 
2247 My initial impression is that it’s getting too crowded, yet I hunt with family and friends who 

now live out-of-state and come back to hunt.  I don’t go “back home” to my friends empty 
handed, I bring gifts of specialty foods, event tickets, etc., but I’m concerned they will all 
go to a per gun fee for the first month. 

 
2248 It is helpful for income to the state.  May be pushing some residents to “not bother” to go 

our hunting. 
 
2249 South Dakota pheasant hunting would best be kept more in the hands of South 

Dakotans. 
 
2255 Road rights-of-way hunting is “bad” for landowners. 
 
2257 Not enough places to hunt. 
 
2259 Our farmers are unfriendly to local resident hunters.  They want money to hunt their 

government-subsidized land. 
 
2260 With the pheasant farms and hunting preserves set up for non-residents we have to look 

at the economic side first, plus the fact that normally the farms and preserves release 
cock pheasants, also. 

 
2265 Too much fee hunting.  Cost to hunt will keep going up.  Price of land going sky high with 

out-of-state hunters buying land. 
 
2266 Seen too many out-of-staters abuse system. 
 
2267 Our state has a small population; it is good to bring others into the state. 
 
2268 It is getting that much harder to find good areas to hunt. 
 
2269 I believe non-resident hunters don’t always have permission to hunt on private property.  

This upsets the landowner, which makes it harder to get permission to hunt. 
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2273 They come and shoot our birds.  I do not receive nothing from this; GF&P might, but 

things keep going up in price and you have to shoot steel, which is not cheap. 
 
2276 Our resources, our control during pheasant population fluctuation. 
 
2281 Most non-resident hunters are able to pay any amount to hunt, causing a lot of land to not 

be available to local hunters who can’t afford to pay big dollars to hunt. 
 
2282 Takes land available away. 
 
2287 A well-managed system should keep things in balance for both parties for years to come! 
 
2293 We have to live here and try to make a living here all year.  These opportunities help hold 

people in the state.  If you can’t find a place to hunt, why live here.  Go to another state to 
earn more and then come back as a non-resident, which will help the state grow in the 
long run. 

 
2294 Most all hunting land goes to non-resident hunters. 
 
2298 Hunt on own land; never hunt on public areas. 
 
2303 Too many non-residents that don’t know how to hunt. 
 
2307 I have family in Jerald County that farm and feel non-resident hunters have become 

somewhat of a nuisance.  In my county (Grant) they are not a problem. 
 
2312 I feel that too much of prime pheasant range is leased and controlled by big money 

people from South Dakota and non-residents. 
 
2313 Everyone should be able to pheasant hunt.  Residents usually hunt on private land and 

non-residents usually hunt on public, so it does not matter to me. 
 
2317 It is a negative situation; not because of out-of-state hunters, but because of the amount 

of land that essentially closed to residents because of fee hunting and the hunting rights 
to land being sold to commercial hunting operators. 

 
2323 Less good hunting for resident hunters. 
 
2324 Too many hunters. 
 
2325 It is slightly good to have the number of non-resident hunters, but resident hunters should 

come first. 
 
2326 It’s the residents’ choice to hunt or not. 
 
2331 The number of out-of-state hunters will continue to grow and push out the local hunters. 
 
2332 Takes away from South Dakotans being able to hunt in their own state. 
 
2335 80% of the pheasants dead annually. 
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2341 I also hunt in Minnesota (having grown up there), Iowa since 1971, and Nebraska since 

1992. 
 
2351 They bring a lot in to the state for what they get.  Lots of money spent for a few 

pheasants they get. 
 
2352 Positive as far as the economic benefit part is concerned.  The hunting part, it may be 

negative.  Many residents are not accustomed to pay hunting; many will just quit hunting. 
 
2353 Positive for the GF&P and ranchers with hunting lodges.  Negative for them hunting on 

open land. 
 
2360 I don’t believe many non-resident hunters come to Grant County. 
 
2362 It is just annoying that you have to pay to hunt. 
 
2369 It’s big business; I don’t profit from it, but South Dakota does.  We have to control it so 

locals have privately owned land to hunt without paying $100 to $300 per day per gun to 
hunt!  We would have more problems if we did not have friends’ land to hunt on. 

 
2375 Big money is buying us out. 
 
2388 Every year the number of “out-of-staters” increased (as you have stated).  Yet, it seems 

that every year the price of licenses goes up and the number of places to hunt never 
increases. 

 
2402 They pay hunt or lease land from locals. 
 
2404 More competition, as farmers are finding more people to pay and less likely to let non-pay 

people to hunt late in the season. 
 
2406 I would like to see a limited number of non-resident licenses given so that we could build 

back the resident number of hunters.  Set a limit of 50,000 out-of-state licenses or less. 
 
2407 To landowners, it’s all about non-resident money, making it harder to find a place to hunt. 
 
2409 Some non-residents are buying land for their own use. 
 
2410 I believe the resident hunters should have priority over any out-of-state hunter, regardless 

of how much money they bring in.  I always thought it was against the law to sell game 
birds and that is what is happening in the present situation.  

 
2413 It is almost impossible to find private land to hunt anymore.  Most farmers will let you hunt 

if you are willing to pay. 
 
2414 It seems that we (state) are worried more about money from non-residents than we are 

about tax paying residents opportunities. 
 
2415 We live here, why should we pay to hunt? 
 
2417 With road hunting becoming more difficult and harder to find private land without a fee, 

the locals can’t afford to hunt.  Look at land prices around and who’s buying the land. 
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2418 Because I myself , and three of my residents family members were on a drive around a 

lake bed in the year 2000; and half way through the drive, out-of-state hunters stopped 
on the road and got out of their vehicles and walked the same slough right at us and shot 
at pheasants that got up; we got peppered pretty good, so we quit hunting for the year. 

 
2422 Even though money is important, it is not the most important thing in life.  I welcome non-

residents, but I don’t welcome the commercialization. 
 
2429 It’s okay to have some non-residents hunting, but there is a limit; for paid hunts are taking 

resident hunting away.  Also, trying to pass laws so we can’t hunt road ditches, etc.  
Public land doesn’t cut it with grass only and no food or storm protection (trees).  

 
2434 The local hunters can’t afford to hunt anymore. 
 
2437 South Dakota knows or should know who spends by far the most money.  The same 

people that complain, gain the most.  Have your own cake and eat it, too. 
 
2451 Non-residents probably enjoy pheasant hunting more because they can’t go as often as 

us. 
 
2456 Non-resident hunters should be limited to a 10-day only season. 
 
2463 People that own the land will let non-resident families and friends hunt, but the people 

that live in these areas don’t get to hunt until later in the season or not at all. 
 
2464 Local people don’t hunt because everyone charges people to hunt anymore.  It’s no good 

for resident hunters. 
 
2466 Hard to find somewhere to hunt. 
 
2470 Big money is pushing the common hunter out. 
 
2476 They bring money into South Dakota. 
 
2477 It’s okay, but some non-resident hunters don’t find or appreciate hunting areas. 
 
2478 Need more places to hunt.  Seems like out-of-state numbers keep rising, which pushed 

me to look for more private land to hunt. 
 
2482 It seems to me that a lot of resident hunters have given up trying to find good places to 

hunt without being crowded out. 
 
2486 They bring lots of money into the State of South Dakota.  We need them! 
 
2488 Some residents have just given up trying to find available hunting lands. 
 
2492 I think it is good to promote the state to others through pheasant hunting. 
 
2495 Local taxpayers are not getting to use a privilege they have helped pay for. 
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2510 There should be a limit to licenses issued to non-resident hunters.  Then our pheasant 

numbers would increase. 
 
2516 Brings business to the state. 
 
2517 No resident should have to pay to hunt in his own state, because there is not enough 

public land.  What public land there is, is overrun by non-resident hunters. 
 
2525 I don’t like out-of-state hunters because they don’t ask to hunt. 
 
2526 Too damn many out-of-staters. 
 
2527 The state worries more about the money brought in by out-of-state hunters than local 

hunters. 
 
2528 It helps the local economy, but it also takes away from residents. 
 
2531 Too many road hunters that don’t obey the laws when it comes to farm yards and 

livestock. 
 
2533 While non-residents provide a direct economic impact, the decline in resident hunting 

may actually cause negative economic impact through deteriorating relations between 
rural and urban populations. 

 
2541 2002 crop of pheasants was way down in much of the main area, so the resident hunter 

new this and didn’t want to spend money for poor hunting.  The non-resident had made 
his plans months ahead and many come for the vacation part of it. 

 
2544 Out-of-state hunters are better friends than a lot of landowners and non-landowners are. 
 
2551 Who need the non-resident numbers at all. 
 
2556 No reason. 
 
2560 Non-resident hunting provides more money for GF&P to better manage game and public 

lands for its South Dakota residents.  They are helping pay for public lands. 
 
2561 There are both good and bad to it. 
 
2563 Out-of-state hunters buying up and driving up land prices. 
 
2564 Soon it will be all non-residents; money talks. 
 
2568 I welcome the added state income and benefits for wildlife programs.  Many resident 

hunters are “weekenders”, where out-of-state hunters are often here for 5 to 10 days. 
 
2569 Every farmer will want people to pay to hunt on the land.  Then the farmer will cry about 

depredation. 
 
2571 I live in this state all year, and when hunting comes in the fall; all you see is out-of-staters 

in the country, usually hunting the public areas.  They’re usually the ones littering and 
have no respect for the land because they don’t live here. 
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2574 This is a free country and if non-residents want to hunt it’s their privilege.  Most of them 

hunt on private land and pay for it; that’s fair and good for all. 
 
2585 Simple, less places to hunt.  They pay for hunting and most of us can’t afford it. 
 
2587 The drop in residents could show not enough kids going hunting and the increase in non-

residents could lead to more pay-to-hunt operations and less open land to hunt (or more 
whiny landowners).  

 
2604 If you don’t preserve the hunting for local residents it will have a negative impact on the 

pheasant hunting future. 
 
2608 We are destroying the incentive for teaching youth sportsmanship and hunting due to the 

competition with out-of-state hunters for areas to hunt. 
 
2614 More out-of-staters means more pay hunting to local farmers. 
 
2616 Shows that there could be future fights for non-pay places to hunt. 
 
2617 I stopped hunting 4 years ago. 
 
2621 Money $ 
 
2628 The young people today can’t compete with the big money from out-of-state pay hunters. 
 
2637 However, I do hear comments from hunters who are not landowners that it is getting 

harder to find land to hunt on. 
 
2639 I think non-resident hunters have ruined hunting for locals by paying high prices for 

hunting land.  A lot of residents won’t pay $100 or more for hunting. 
 
2642 I think this change is from pay-to-hunt.  The non-residents will pay; the residents won’t. 
 
2645 Why should farmers let people hunt for free when they can get paid by out-of-staters; and 

now with your new road hunting laws, a resident can’t even do that legally! 
 
2646 Excess pressure forcing paid hunting as only fruitful options for some hunters. 
 
2647 This is our state and residents should have the right to the better hunting first. 
 
2648 It is too expensive for residents to compete to pay to hunt private land.  Public land is 

over-hunted by out-of-staters.  
 
2653 It seems resident landowners cater to out-of-state hunters because of the financial 

impact. 
 
2655 Out-of-staters buying up land at premium prices, which makes everyone else’s 

(residents) taxes go up significantly.  They should be charged a non-homestead tax rate, 
which is significantly higher than residents. 

 
2658 Maybe in 2002, some of us resident hunters were too lazy or busy to go hunting. 
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2660 Area farmers save their hunting for non-residents. 
 
2662 It can be looked at both ways, but I think state residents should be able to have adequate 

hunting before we open it up to non-residents. 
 
2673 The more non-residents there are; the more fee hunting, which means less opportunity 

for resident hunters. 
 
2675 I own land and I see to many out-of-staters hunting without permission. 
 
2683 GF&P is building a bureaucracy, which requires fees that are too high for local hunters. 
 
2686 The blatant disregard for private property some (not all of course) hunters show. 
 
2687 Overall, negative opinion against non-residents by friends. 
 
2689 Economic benefits. 
 
2698 Good for South Dakota’s economy. 
 
2700 Many resident hunters do not take the time to cultivate their relationships necessary to 

hunt on private land.  Many think that they should be able to drive out and shoot 
pheasants any place they want. 

 
2710 Have had several negative run-ins with outsiders; not that they are all bad, it only takes a 

few to ruin it. 
 
2718 Pheasant hunting will turn into a rich man’s sport.  Many non-residents are willing to pay 

large fees to pheasant hunt while few residents will pay or can afford these fees. 
 
2721 Too many road hunters; they have no land to hunt on. 
 
2726 We have an abundant land and pheasants. 
 
2729 Because they rut dad’s road to his fields. 
 
2745 They are buying out all available private hunting grounds, just look at Tripp County. 
 
2752 Non-residents shouldn’t be allowed to road hunt, residents only. 
 
2753 Brings in money for the state.  There is lots of land to hunt, but it is mostly pay-to-hunt 

farmland. 
 
2756 Hard to enjoy where you live, there’s only so many to shoot. 
 
2757 If resident hunters aren’t going to take part in pheasant hunting, I don’t see why non-

residents can’t take their place.  It’s enjoyable no matter where you’re from. 
 
2759 I believe it’s our state and thanks to non-residents we can’t hardly find ground to hunt. 
 

 238  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix K 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
2775 What if there was a season date just for non-residents?  A large number of non-residents 

hunt through an outfitter. 
 
2781 Non-residents are now buying up big chunks of land at outrageous prices and are also 

paying absorbent fees. 
 
2786 Non-resident hunters can be rude and dangerous; making residents quit hunting. 
 
2787 Paid hunting rights provide those people with the best of both worlds and unfairly 

discriminates those who cannot afford to rent land to hunt on!  
 
2790 Could be argued either way; there is a lot of pros and cons with the high number of non-

resident hunters. 
 
2794 Private hunting or paid for non-resident hunting is taking over all the good hunting areas. 
 
2806 They are willing to pay for hunting, which benefits our economy. 
 
2808 They add to our economy, but are a pain on our farm.  They think that should be able to 

hunt anywhere. 
 
2809 Hunting has become a matter of money at the state level, also. 
 
2812 I feel that just because the non-residents buy a license, they feel they have a divine right 

before residents. 
 
2817 People need some recreation of some sort in their life. 
 
2819 The economic impact of non-residents on the economy and cascade affect on all 

businesses. 
 
2828 It just help show the direction things are going, i.e., purchasing and leasing by non-

resident interests and an increase in fee hunting operations in the state. 
 
2829 Too many people making big bucks. 
 
2833 The numbers speak for themselves.  Non-residents are willing to pay to hunt in South 

Dakota.  “Most” residents (including myself) are not. 
 
2839 The average resident hunter benefits nothing from non-resident hunters, we just have to 

put up with them.  The numbers show fewer residents are willing to do this. 
 
2848 They do too much damage. 
 
2849 Many local hunters cannot afford the sport. 
 
2856 Overall it is good for South Dakota’s economy. 
 
2857 The people of South Dakota should have the best opportunities to hunt.  They should 

come first. 
 
2860 Non-residents are driving costs to hunt up with no end in sight. 
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2865 Less birds to shoot. 
 
2867 The GF&P is becoming too dependent on out-of-state people. 
 
2869 Hunting should be a sport for the average South Dakota person; not a business 

controlled by the wealthy and tourist interests.  We will ultimately lose the privilege of 
hunting if only the few can afford it. 

 
2872 As a resident for 47 years, I’d like to be able to hunt without handing over my entire 

billfold.  What good does it do me to support GF&P programs and Pheasants Forever?  
Just because big money comes to the state, I’m out in the cold! 

 
2874 It’s why you have to pay $100 per day and up to hunt.  It’s why prices (such as gas) are 

higher than in Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, etc. 
 
2875 Out-of-state dollars! 
 
2877 Let people hunt if the want to hunt. 
 
2879 Maybe resident hunters knew that the pheasant numbers were down in 2002 and out-of-

state hunters did not.  I think this will change in 2003. 
 
2881 It takes away one of the reasons I elect to live in South Dakota.  Good bird hunting and 

access to it. 
 
2889 Has not affected my hunting. 
 
2893 More landowners are charging outrageous prices to hunt on their land. 
 
2898 Too expensive for residents to hunt on private land. 
 
2905 Good for the economy, not good for resident hunters.  Pay hunting is taking over a lot of 

ground in the state. 
 
2908 It may be financially positive for the state, but it is changing traditional hunting.  Every 

landowner wants to be paid for access . . . in reality selling the state’s game to the 
highest bidder. 

 
2918 Takes away from local hunters. 
 
2920 I feel that pheasant hunting is a privilege to the residents, but everyone should be able to 

hunt in South Dakota. 
 
2925 I believe many people chose to live in South Dakota because of hunting.  I don’t like the 

idea of resident hunters being outnumbered. 
 
2930 Since it is all about money, maybe the non-residents should be restricted to hunting only 

on private land.  Then the farmers/landowners could still have their income. 
 
2931 A good number of non-residents is good, too many takes too many birds and causes 

problems for residents. 
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2935 Non-residents bring a lot of money to east river landowners, but it raises the cost for 

residents by forcing landowners to charge.  Where in the past they allowed residents to 
hunt. 

 
2937 As stated before, I fear that pheasant hunting will be available to the affluent only. 
 
2941 Non-residents overrun public lands and will often pay high prices for private. 
 
2943 They are making it difficult to be able to hunt land for free. 
 
2944 Increases in posted land for non-residents creates this attitude.  I do respect property 

owner rights to restrict hunting. 
 
2949 Too expensive for many residents to pay for private hunting and too few pheasants on 

public land, so they quit hunting. 
 
2952 Everything is turning to paid hunting and it gets spendy. 
 
2954 Everything is turning into a rich man’s game.  What about a guy, like myself, with three 

sons? 
 
2959 Good hunting on private land with no fees is very difficult to obtain. 
 
2962 Overcrowding of hunting areas in the early part of the season.  Second 5-day of non-

resident license puts non-residents on public land all season. 
 
2963 Resident hunters spend most, if not all, of their paychecks in South Dakota; non-

residents don’t! 
 
2964 Negative for most resident hunters; positive for our economy. 
 
2968 It’s a good economic deal for the state.  As for locals, it’s getting expensive. 
 
2972 I don’t consider 4,052 a “slight” number!  First time and maybe the last time residents 

were outnumbered?  I think not! 
 
2976 Game camps and over-harvest; lack of respect for game and hunting areas. 
 
2978 It brings money to South Dakota. 
 
2980 The state puts non-residents hunters’ opinions and concerns above resident hunters. 
 
2983 Unless the local hunters pay to hunt, there is not much available. 
 
2984 I think that any resident who wants to hunt can find a place by making an effort with a 

landowner.  It may cost him something, but it is much less expensive than fishing or 
boating. 

 
2986 I think the biggest thing is land sales.  It over prices the land. 
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2987 Resident hunters (called Sioux Falls hunters) purchase their gas, food, shells, pop, beer, 

and everything else associated with hunting.  They drive out here in new trucks ($30,000) 
and they drive out to where they hunt and act like they own everything.  Their money is 
not spent in small towns in South Dakota.  They have no trouble paying for everything 
else, but when it come to a place to hunt they scream. 

 
2989 I think we need out-of-state hunters, too.  If we (the hunters) will always follow the rules 

neither in-state or our-of-state will ever have problems hunting. 
 
2990 Decreases resident hunting opportunities. 
 
2991 It all depends on the person. 
 
2994 Because big bucks makes it near impossible for the average person.  Who can afford 

$100 to $1,000 bucks per day.  Hunting clubs and preserves should be outlawed. 
 
2996 More paying non-residents equals less (or none) posted land for residents. 
 
9001 All the GF&P cares about is the money “quote from conservation officer” from out-of-state 

hunters. 
 
9002 I think most non-resident hunters either pay to hunt or they own land in South Dakota. 
 
9004 Most are non-caring about South Dakota residents. 
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Appendix L – Resident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 29: 
29. The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season (October 11 – 13 for this year) was 

established to provide some extra pheasant hunting opportunity for South 
Dakota residents.  How would you rate this effort on a scale ranging from 0 (too 
little) to 5 (just right) to 10 (too much)? Please circle only one response. 

 

Too Little   Just Right   Too Much
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 ∂ Check here if you have no opinion on this question 
 

Optional Comments:  
 
ID # Comments 
  
18 Would accomplish the goal of giving residents extra opportunity by making it on all lands; 

not just public. 
 
19 I like it and enjoy the opportunity.  Public grounds in our area are crowded; hard to find a 

place someone has not hunted. 
 
20 I think residents should have more hunting time than one weekend. 
 
32 Worst time of the year to pheasant hunt. 
 
34 There should be more time for residents-only, and also road hunting should be included. 
 
36 Residents should have 2 full weeks before everyone else. 
 
38 We should have special dates that non-residents can hunt in our state on public lands.  

Let them pay to hunt all they want. 
 
54 Need to provide more resident-only options. 
 
64 Should be a longer time period without non-residents hunting. 
 
70 Everybody is ready to start hunting, so the biggest problem in Brookings is the college 

kids.  There are so many from IA, MN, & NE that lie about their 90-day resident and get a 
South Dakota license and then go hunting early opener.  I know lots of college kids that 
do this; so there is so many of them out hunting, if not for this it wouldn’t be so bad. 

 
71 I feel private land should be opened to resident hunting as well as public land the 

weekend before the normal opener.  
 
80 Resident-only should be extended to non-paid private hunting. 
 
81 You make the out-of-state people mad and we will be out the $$$. 
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92 People paying to hunt/leasing; often have exclusive hunting rights.  The free access is 

nearly over.  It will eventually be the rich man’s sport as in Europe. 
 
120 Early Resident Season could be longer and normal season shorter. 
 
130 I think the GF&P over reacted to a few resident hunters. 
 
136 I feel it is good to give us (the residents) a chance to hunt our birds. 
 
139 I think that private land should also be open to Early Resident-Only Pheasant hunting. 
 
140 Residents are basically the same as non-residents; make friends, ask farmers, and we 

have a lot of public and walk-in land, which is great. 
 
149 It is just an excuse to try to make resident hunters (taxpayers) happy before the non-

resident hunters get here. 
 
152 More than one season would be nice.  My suggestion would be the current one, one in 

November and one at the end of the season. 
 
158 Non-residents do negatively affect public shooting opportunities.  I am fortunate to live in 

the country and know a lot of landowners. 
 
166 This is a great opportunity for those who take advantage of it. 
 
168 Have not hunted this weekend yet. 
 
175 Need better Walk-In Areas.  What I have seen is ridiculous; no cover. 
 
179 Open private land also! 
 
183 We need to be able to hunt all land and roadways. 
 
185 This season is a good idea, it should last longer! 
 
188 Close non-resident season after first weekend in November and let residents have a 

chance. 
 
197 One weekend is significant. 
 
203 Start October 1st for residents. 
 
220 Do not feel we need it. 
 
221 Good attempt – too short a time. 
 
222 The early season only hurts the average income non-resident who wants to hunt 

pheasants on their own in South Dakota.  It would be nice to give both residents and non-
resident hunters more access to good hunting.  Unfortunately, there are no easy 
solutions, money talks. 

 
226 Too crowded. 

 244  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix L 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
 
245 Time was right, but no where to go that didn’t want money to hunt, not my kind of hunting! 
 
247 South Dakotans should always be able to hunt first.  Everybody else later! 
 
267 These three days of hunting are usually taken advantage of by those hunters with dogs. 
 
284 Another day would be nice! 
 
295 If you don’t hunt public land; like a lot of people, it doesn’t really count. 
 
296 It would have been better if this season included private land as well. 
 
303 Open it on private land also. 
 
313 Everyone should improve their hunting skills and just not rely on “early season” birds. 
. 
318 Should be able to hunt all lands. 
 
319 Because non-residents will pay to hunt 
 
333 We have to work on the early opener, so I don’t really know.  We work 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
 
334 It would be nice to have Resident-Only also in the middle of the season. 
 
358 Open up the road rights-of-way and private land one-week early.  Also, limit the amount 

of time out-of-state hunters can hunt. 
 
361 Couldn’t even hunt this year because there was mud 6” deep everywhere. 
 
363 It is nice for those who feed the birds year round to have the first crack at them. 
 
378 I think it is in poor taste to have the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
381 Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season would be good if we could hunt on private land.  

Otherwise, there is no reason to have an early season. 
 
384 2003 is the first year I didn’t go hunting in Yankton County.  The bird population is very 

low in this county. 
 
387 I think a November 1st – non-resident opener would be great. 
 
388 I think it’s a good idea, but it’s public only and that can get a little crowded and dangerous 

as well. 
 
395 I didn’t get a chance to, but I believe it’s a good plan. 
 
405 Why not make the season here longer.  These are kids with limited hunting skills.  I do 

not think they will shoot too many pheasants, do you? 
 
406 With only state land, it won’t work out to good. 
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410 I think all it does is send a bunch more birds into private pay-to-hunt land. 
 
411 I appreciate the effort. 
 
412 Less pressure on opening day.  I was in Wyoming elk hunting on opener, but forgot about 

early opener. 
 
413 I think this idea should be expanded to fishing.  A closed walleye season during spawning 

times to non-residents.  They are hammering our populations while their season (MN) is 
closed.  Makes no send to me! 

 
426 Probably not just right, but all right. 
 
428 Most “out-of-state” people hunt private land, so whether in-state people hunt early doesn’t 

really matter.  Very few “out-of-state” hunters come in that don’t already have a private 
land hunt already set.  Whether resident or non-resident, the opportunity to “ask” your 
way on to private land is non-existent. 

 
442 Should be able to hunt road rights-of-way in early season, and should last longer. 
 
444 Two weeks for South Dakota hunters. 
 
448 What difference is this going to make?  The farmers still aren’t going to let you hunt.  

They want their money. 
 
449 Two days and a weekend are not sufficient.  Weather conditions are also often 

unfavorable in the early season.  One week early and one week late season reserved for 
residents only would be more responsive to resident hunters. 

 
452 Need longer period. 
 
462 The early season should include non-state and federal land, i.e., private land. 
 
468 All residents should be able to hunt one week ahead on all ground. 
 
476 Hard to hunt public grounds with so many other people.  Why not open all grounds? 
 
482 Even though we can hunt a week early, since we can only hunt state land, it’s no big 

deal.  Although, landowners would still tell you “No” because of out-of-state big money is 
coming. 

 
489 Try a late season for residents.  The rush of out-of-state hunters seems to be over in 

early December. 
 
492 Private land should be open also. 
 
495 Need to open up private land too. 
 
510 Give the non-residents 4 weekends, then that’s it.  How much did it cost the GF&P to 

lease more public land when they increased non-resident goose tags in Pierre? 
 

 246  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix L 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
513 I strongly support an early resident season. 
 
526 Efforts to improve habitat (i.e. food plots) on public land would, in my opinion, be of most 

benefit to resident hunters.  Most non-residents, especially late in the season, do not hunt 
public areas. 

 
527 We don’t need this! 
 
529 Go back to just one season for all. 
 
534 The season should open earlier for residents and close later for resident hunters only. 
 
539 Open up the whole state and not just state lands or drop it. 
 
541 I would like some late season opportunities. 
 
550 The early season should be extended onto private land.  The public land already has too 

much pressure even for a resident-only hunt. 
 
558 Get rid of the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
560 Give residents two full weeks of hunting prior to non-residents.  We should get the easy 

pickings, instead of non-residents. 
 
565 Instead of starting South Dakota hunters early, start non-resident hunters later (say first 

weekend in November). 
 
569 Make this one week, instead of a weekend. 
 
570 Three days is a small amount in the scope of the whole season.  Public land only also 

limits the residents when you figure 70,821 residents held pheasant licenses in 2002.  
Future possibilities might include sunrise/sunset for the early season, closing the latter 
part of the season to non-residents. 

 
575 I like it, but I think it should be a bit longer. 
 
576 Two days is too little to try and pacify me.  I don’t go because I don’t have a dog or want 

to fight the crowds. 
 
589 Get rid of it. 
 
590 Don’t believe in early season. 
 
591 Open up the early season to private land, also. 
 
595 Why is only public land open? 
 
597 Open up all ground for residents. 
 
599 Negative for me as a hunter, as it’s less land for me to hunt. 
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605 Residents should benefit from living in South Dakota, and providing a few days for 

residents only is a great idea. 
 
609 Out-of-state hunters pay to hunt and it is expected that local hunters pay to hunt. 
 
621 It’s that they think of the residents, too.  A few more days wouldn’t hurt.  Maybe one week 

or a little less. 
 
622 Too many non-resident hunters. 
 
630 I like being able to have first chance at getting some birds.  It is the perfect thing for my 

hunting desires. 
 
643 Give us an upper hand on where we want to go.  Keep up the good work. 
 
654 I think that 3 days is not enough.  What about the hunters that have to work weekends. 
 
658 Did not hunt. 
 
687 The temps in early October are not conducive to good hunting.  Our season of 2 ½ 

months is long enough, but the early season is great for residents in the main range. 
 
692 Three days?  I work and had trouble taking advantage of it.  Remember, I hunt public 

lands and the birds on private were unaffected by me.  Non-residents did not lose any 
opportunity by a few days from us South Dakotans. 

 
696 No reason for the season! 
 
731 Open all lands during that time. 
 
746 No favoritism! 
 
754 Residents should be provided a full week of hunting on all land before non-residents. 
 
759 This season causes over-hunting on public land and forces pheasants onto private lands. 
 
762 Good opportunity to hunt public land, however most private land reserved for paying 

customers. 
 
766 Like to have hunted private land (besides). 
 
774 I think non-residents should be limited to approximately two-thirds of the regular season 

days. 
 
777 Should be more days for residents only and be open to private land, also. 
 
789 Season should be longer. 
 
791 No non-resident pheasant hunting. 
 
803 The early season should include road hunting, like the regular season. 
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804 There are far too many rich non-residents leasing and paying for hunting. 
 
817 I don’t like the fact that you can only hunt public ground and there isn’t enough public 

ground for all the hunters in my area (Brookings County), so I don’t hunt the early 
season. 

 
818 Opening private land on the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season would greatly ease 

the tension of resident hunters getting pushed off land by non-residents. 
 
830 Three days on state land is not enough.  The earlier these days are, the hotter it is and 

tougher on the dogs. 
 
832 I feel there should be two weekends for those who don’t own land to hunt.  It is pretty 

hard to find land to hunt because most landowners have to accommodate their paid 
hunters. 

 
834 When fathers can’t find hunting areas for themselves, then their children lose exposure to 

hunting. 
 
858 It’s a red-herring.  Open up the private ground, also. 
 
864 It is a good idea, but I also believe it is a slap in the face to residents and a good 

pacifying maneuver!  I don’t understand and also disagree with game farm seasons 
opening pheasant season hunting in September.  You think giving the residents a three 
day season on public lands only is a wonderful idea? 

 
872 I do not know that we need it.  I do not see a lot of hunters out and about at that time. 
 
878 Actually non-residents have places to hunt and residents drive around and stop traffic. 
 
883 Don’t think it is needed, too many illegal birds shot. 
 
885 However, only public land can be hunted. 
 
895 Let the resident have the first weekend.  The out-of-staters will still come, as they all hunt 

on private land. 
 
901 Most residents are busy harvesting and don’t take advantage of it anyway. 
 
908 It is a great idea. 
 
910 Need to open private lands, also. 
 
915 The early season is fine, but then stock birds for the non-residents because if you don’t, 

the non-residents that hunt public areas will not come or go to private ground, and GF&P 
doesn’t want that. 

 
917 Public lands are already overcrowded. 
 
918 GF&P does not reward farmers at all for providing habitat, which takes land out of cash 

crop production.  If residents want to be able to hunt “good” land, then they can buy it just 
like everyone else! 
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934 Too many hunting days and not enough pheasants to hunt. 
 
937 A good deal.  It’s nice the state does something for the residents. 
 
944 Make it a couple weekends.  Some people work weekends. 
 
949 This season is not needed. 
 
967 I think your making the season too long. 
 
982 It gives us residents the chance to do our hunting before the non-residents arrive.  South 

Dakota needs non-residents, but also needs to preserve the rights of residents.  This 
does that well. 

 
990 You need to open all land for residents-only for one week before you let out-of-state 

hunters in. 
 
1002 Crops are still in and public hunting ground is overcrowded.  I suggest limiting the amount 

of non-resident hunters, just like big game. 
 
1007 I appreciate the opportunity to hunt for those three days, but when you have only 

residents hunting, there is still overcrowding just for the fact that this is probably their only 
time they can hunt before the regular season starts. 

 
1014 Three days isn’t even enough time to scout pheasants, beyond trying to get permission to 

hunt the land that the birds are abundant on. 
 
1021 Should be private land, also. 
 
1023 Land values; hunting lodges provide everything now, not the towns.  I live in Kimball, I 

don’t know if I can afford land, but I can’t find it anyway. 
 
1030 I would like to see one 3-day weekend on public ground followed by one 3-day weekend 

on private ground before out-of-state “big money” gets an opportunity to hunt. 
 
1037 At least the early season, residents don’t have to fight for hunting ground. 
 
1039 Increase the length! 
 
1047 With so much land being closed because of “pay-to-hunt”, does it really make a 

difference? 
 
1052 I can’t get out that early and hunt.  I would just as soon enjoy it with more people around 

from the area that come in to hunt. 
 
1055 Resident non-landowners think we landowners owe them a place to hunt.  Hunting is the 

landowner’s garden.  We landowners get nothing out of the garden of resident non-
landowners, unless we pay for it. 

 
1066 Buy more East River land.  Walk-ins are okay, but wasteful of GF&P monies.  
 

 250  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix L 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
1081 Season is much too short.  If you have to work, there is not another opportunity. 
 
1083 The opener is the opener that when South Dakota pheasant hunting opens, the early 

season means nothing to traditional hunters. 
 
1086 All it does is let Sioux Falls hunters to come out and liter all over, even earlier than 

normal. 
 
1097 People don’t seem to take advantage of it. 
 
1111 There is no reason to close road hunting for the early season. 
 
1114 A few more days would be nice.  Maybe, incorporate the resident and youth season 

together the week before the regular and (non-resident) season begins. 
 
1116 It would be nice to have two weekends included if it didn’t set the seasons back. 
 
1134 Open private land, also! 
 
1140 Should be open for private land, as well as public. 
 
1141 I feel it should include private land to maximize benefits to residents and could get more 

residents to buy license. 
 
1147 Public land sucks for the most part. 
 
1155 If you are really interested in providing us some extra opportunity, give us a whole week 

like North Dakota. 
 
1157 Maybe, have a weekend of “resident-only” at the end of the regular season. 
 
1159 I think it’s great the GF&P set up the early hunting season.  I would like to see private 

land included in this.  Also, it would be nice to have an entire week for the early season.  I 
honestly do not believe it would affect the number of out-of-state hunters that come to 
South Dakota. 

 
1163 It should be extended to five days. 
 
1165 I really like the idea, but now it’s impossible to get a spot unless you are there two hours 

before it starts. 
 
1167 Allow resident hunters to hunt from sunrise to sunset. 
 
1168 Should be two weeks before non-residents can come in to hunt on regular season 

because we pay taxes all year, unlike non-residents. 
 
1170 If it happens to be a bad weather weekend, it can cut the number of the few days 

available to very little hunting time. 
 
1172 We should be encouraging our urban youth in hunting. 
 
1173 I do not believe in this season. 
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1183 This system won’t help much because it does not include private land.  Even if it did 

include private land, landowners won’t let you hunt because they will save their land until 
the non-resident pay hunter can hunt. 

 
1203 There are too many resident hunters looking for private land to hunt because of fee 

hunting.  As a landowner, I am considering closing my land to hunting to relieve this 
situation. 

 
1204 Having two weekends would be nicer for in-staters; gives families time to be together . . . 

possibly on one of two nice weekends. 
 
1216 My opinion is that we have way too many days of season. 
 
1218 Our resident hunters are spoiled and selfish.  Three early days on dumb birds is enough. 
 
1225 It should be extended to some private land, too.  
 
1229 Residents should have at least two weeks to hunt without bombardment of outsiders. 
 
1234 Even with the early season, landowners still reserve the land for high paying non-resident 

hunters. 
 
1235 We should have more time before the pressure moves it, and birds are so sketchy. 
 
1250 I wish I could have been here to hunt. 
 
1252 I strongly agree with having the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, but would 

encourage you to look at involving more areas to be able to hunt.  70,000 plus resident 
pheasant hunters can fill up what little land is currently made available for the early hunt. 

 
1256 Most people here only hunt two to three weekends, and the early hunt allows them to use 

public lands without competition. 
 
1266 It’s nice, but doesn’t solve the problem.  I don’t know what the answer is. 
 
1268 The GF&P should be more interested in the local hunter and give him better and more 

places to go. 
 
1269 No early season. 
 
1270 Since it is public land only, there are way too many people to hunt one area.  Seems a 

little dangerous to me! 
 
1271 I don’t think anyone needs the extra weekend to hunt the public lands.  We shouldn’t try 

to discourage the out-of-staters that we rely on for so much income. 
 
1272 The public land was very crowded. 
 
1281 I hope this can be continued.  There are resident hunters who only have this time as an 

advantage to harvest pheasants.  Since I am asked by private individuals each year, I 
even have an advantage over some of these people. 
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1283 Limit non-residents! 
 
1291 Appropriate for now, but if non-resident numbers increase, will it be sufficient? 
 
1299 A week or two would be better and open the whole state; not just public land. 
 
1300 We don’t need it.  What’s next, moving Christmas a week earlier for those that can’t wait 

for December 25th. 
 
1303 Open private land, also. 
 
1307 Open up private land.  Maybe make the last two weeks of the season resident-only.  

Then hopefully, landowners would open their land up for hunting. 
 
1310 If we don't give equal opportunity to those non-residents hunting public land, we may lose 

those precious habitat dollars. 
 
1311 The major influx of non-residents is the first couple of weekends.  The rest of the season, 

especially late season, is very available and uncrowded for resident hunters. 
 
1319 I think there should be more public hunting ground; however, there are still private 

landowners allowing hunters to hunt as long as they ask! 
 
1321 Should be a 10-day season, Saturday – Sunday. 
 
1327 Don’t know. 
 
1339 Don’t need it. 
 
1348 Open up Resident-Only Pheasant Season to private land. 
 
1359 Should allow the residents to hunt private ground in early for residents-only season. 
 
1369 There should be a full week of hunting; not three days. 
 
1382 Don’t let up. 
 
1383 Giving an extra weekend prior to out-of-state hunters is an excellent idea. 
 
1388 I don’t know how the state can regulate the high dollars charged to hunt.  Not just 

pheasants, but deer also.  I quit rifle hunting, can’t afford it! 
 
1392 Residents need to work more closely with landowners, and then it would eliminate the 

need for a Resident-Only Pheasant Season (common courtesy).  Especially, from more 
wealth arrogant people in the state’s larger cities who think it is their right no matter what 
(Rapid City, Sioux Falls).  

 
1408 If you’re going to continue the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season, open up all land. 
 
1409 Resident hunters should have 7 days before non-resident hunters. 
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1415 If bird numbers are up, I guess I’d have no objection to seeing more days allowed for 

resident-only hunting.  
 
1425 No pay hunting unless all birds are stocked privately.  A 3-day non-resident season would 

help, but landowners would still save hunting for these days.  Increase acreage and 
labeling of Walk-In Areas for residents only.  

 
1435 It should end. 
 
1437 I would like to be able to hunt my own land on these days. 
 
1441 A January resident-only hunting for 9 days would be nice. 
 
1451 Some people have to work weekends.  Make it a whole week. 
 
1452 Maintain the same resident/non-resident season, but give the kids a head start. 
 
1455 Open private land. 
 
1458 I think this gives our residents a chance, but I also feel they drastically under utilize the 

public areas later in the season.  Too many are too lazy to walk a few miles. 
 
1479 We should take out the Youth Pheasant Season and extend Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season two weekends. 
 
1482 South Dakota hunters should have at least two weeks prior to opening to non-residents. 
 
1484 I appreciate the fact that the GF&P put forth the effort to increase the quality of hunting 

for residents, but it’s not enough. 
 
1493 Could be second weekend and week between.  Some of use are on medical call or call 

period. 
 
1498 I would like to see it increased from 3 days to 5 or 7 days. 
 
1500 It is a great idea. 
 
1503 Haven’t had the opportunity to try it, but would like to! 
 
1507 When it is limited to public ground it does me little good! 
 
1508 Too many people in the area to hunt when I drove clear across the state to hunt; won’t 

make that drive again. 
 
1518 Did not know about this early season. 
 
1521 Ten days of resident-only hunting. 
 
1527 Landowner won’t let you hunt.  At this time the public is too few and overcrowded by the 

local landowner running birds off to their high pay land.  
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1531 Could be longer, and if I have a friend that is a landowner and he will let me hunt before 

his paid hunter comes in, why not let me have that opportunity. 
 
1535 It only applies to public land! 
 
1536 Ordinary South Dakota residents work 5 to 6 days a week and most don’t get the 13th off; 

so you get one day where there is a big concentration of hunters on public access, which 
doesn’t make a quality experience.  It also moves the pheasants to private areas where 
only the non-resident pay hunters get at them.   

 
1548 Locals are being priced out of hunting areas.  
 
1550 I don’t think GF&P should have the early season. 
 
1566 Restrict the non-resident to 5 days, raise his license fee, and restrict the non-resident to 

either private lands or public, but not both.  Let him declare which by being able to buy a 
license good for only one or the other. 

 
1573 We need more of this!  2-3 days for youth-only and then 4-5 days for residents-only! 
 
1590 As I understand it, this only applies to Walk-In Areas.  It should apply to the State of 

South Dakota in general, and landowners should give residents hunting privileges with 
permission, so we can hunt. 

 
1595 I would love to see it extended by a weekend and even to private land. 
 
1596 Should have additional days. 
 
1599 They’re not going to let you in to spoil the hunting for the out-of-staters anyway! 
 
1612 It would be great to have more than 3 days, especially if one has to work that weekend.  I 

haven’t been able to hunt that weekend the last 2 years. 
 
1616 I believe residents should have a week to 10 days, instead of 3 days. 
 
1617 I may not be able to hunt the early season.  
 
1620 Need to continue to work at ways to increase opportunities for resident hunters to hunt 

without paying.  
 
1626 Give us a solid week.  Quit listening to the special interests. 
 
1634 Can’t hunt on private land? 
 
1635 Early season is in part, the worst time for bird hunting because of harvesting or the lack 

of small young birds; warm weather. 
 
1638 It only impacts public land that normally has low populations of birds. 
 
1645 Residents should have at least two weeks of hunting on public and private land, 
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1657 If people want to hunt, they need to have a relationship with the landowners; not just 

whine because the non-residents buy up the land.  If they don’t want a relationship with a 
landowner, they are not entitled to a special season where some good people are barred 
from participation.   

 
1665 Still doesn’t make any more land available.  Two days needs to be expanded if it’s going 

to make a difference. 
 
1678 It’s 3 days, how long can out-of-staters hunt during the season? 
 
1681 All land, both private and public, should be included in this season. 
 
1691 The youth and resident-only are too early.  There is too much crop land not harvested.  

There are no bird in public land.  I would like to see a youth or resident-only in mid-
season, maybe Thanksgiving or Christmas weekend. 

 
1696 Non-resident hunters should be restricted from public walk-in until the first week of 

November. 
 
1701 It’s just the wrong tact.  It interferes with my archery deer hunting by putting too many 

people in the field even sooner.  I’d prefer residents-only during the first regular season 
week, but not starting earlier than normal. 

 
1702 There should be a two week resident-only hunting season.  I prefer the first two weeks of 

the season. 
 
1705 It would be a lot better if all lands were opened. 
 
1709 Open resident week to all lands (public and private). 
 
1714 Good job GF&P. 
 
1718 There are too many hunters in the public areas, which I feel makes it unsafe.  I therefore, 

do not participate.  Open it for private property, also! 
 
1728 Wrong direction; get more land and spread people out.  Concentrate walk-in dollars on 

quality not quantity.  A map looks good on paper with lots of places, until you spend a half 
a tank of gas to get to wheat stubble or grazed down pasture. 

 
1742 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season needs to be longer. 
 
1765 I feel we need to enforce current laws, instead of creating new laws to restrict “road 

hunting”. 
 
1767 More resident time. 
 
1779 I believe non-residents should not be allowed to hunt in South Dakota; for at least one 

month after the season opener; not just one week. 
 
1783 The public Walk-In Areas are too crowded.  It would be nice to hunt on private land, too! 
 
1793 Wonderful idea, I enjoyed it greatly. 
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1798 I think it is an excellent idea and I hope it keeps going.  Although, I did see some out-of-

state hunter, hunting October 11th – 13th; I was kind of disappointed. 
 
1811 Maybe, like 10 days or something.  More birds and then a longer season equals more 

revenue for South Dakota. 
 
1822 Maybe, out-of-staters should only be able to hunt here the last half of the season? 
 
1826 Open to private land. 
 
1828 It will help allow non-landowner residents to hunt public land, but it’s only a matter of time 

until we all will have to pay to hunt the prime private areas.  I think if you love it, you can 
pay $150 a day to hunt prime land, and to me that is not that bad. 

 
1836 The early season is stupid.  All crops are still in and the birds can’t be found, plus you 

have to hunt public ground. 
 
1841 I feel it’s good for the South Dakota hunters that don’t like the non-residents hunting here, 

but also it should be on private land, too.  That way not every hunter is crowding onto 
public.  It could get to be unsafe.  

 
1868 Great idea. 
 
1870 I think that if the above trend continues; hunting of all kinds in South Dakota will become 

a rich man’s sport.  Although, I do understand the need for outside revenue; and out-of-
state hunters should be allowed to hunt in our state.  Some balance is required. 

 
1880 Youth and fathers, only early season. 
 
1887 Should be open to all land in South Dakota; not only public land. 
 
1892 We live here and support the state year around; not just a few weeks or days, we should 

be first. 
 
1893 1)   I think GF&P should have more programs for raising more pheasants; 
 

2) I think GF&P should have more programs for trapping predators of pheasants and   
ducks; and 

 
3) Pheasant population in South Dakota is very important economically for South 

Dakota. 
 
1896 The season is too short.  South Dakotans should have the first 2 weekends to hunt 

before the out-of-state hunters come in. 
 

1908 It is a great opportunity to get out and get ready for the regular season. 
 

1923 Because most of the people I hunt with are non-residents. 
 

1938 Open the resident-only season to private land.  I should be able to hunt my own ground! 
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1939 Could have 5 – 7 days. 
 
1954 Residents should not be restricted to public lands. 

 
1966 For the last 2 years, it seems to be the best hunting opportunity on public land. 

 
1979 Extend the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season until November 1st. 
 
2006 Hunt on private land. 
 
2017 Money, money, money. 
 
2018 Too many hunters for the public hunting areas. 
 
2020 The season is not enhanced by adding the 3 days; we residents have plenty of days 

available in the regular season. 
 
2024 To give residents a better advantage make the second or third weekend, resident-only.  

The birds are easier to find with more crops out and stuff. 
 
2027 Maybe non-resident season should be shorter - not resident season longer! 
 
2037 Need to hunt private, too. 
 
2038 The overall big picture is people from South Dakota are leaving – “out migration”; 

agricultural land is dwindling, fewer farms/fewer landowners.  It’s “who you know” and $ 
“Big Business”. 

 
2041 I think anyone who wants to hunt, and pays to hunt, should. 
 
2042 Without access to private land the early hunt will never be “just right”.  We need to find a 

better solution.  Unfortunately, paying for the privilege of hunting will need consideration. 
 
2044 The way South Dakota plays to non-resident hunters, I believe they will probably get their 

own seasons in the future. 
 
2046 On this subject, we should be able to hunt anywhere we want (public and private land). 
 
2047 Only one weekend out of how many . . .  
 
2062 I understand the financial benefit of non-resident hunters and do not want that number to 

decrease.  I would like to see the resident hunting number increase or maintain.  The 
resident hunters should be reflective in our state’s population. 

 
2063 I think the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season could be extended to include 4 days 

(Saturday through Tuesday). 
 
2075 More can be done by opening up hunting to all areas.  Give us a chance to get a few 

birds early. 
 
2081 It is much harder to find the birds before the corn and other crops are harvested. 
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2085 I feel that any land where the owner received a subsidy from the government should be 

available for resident hunting or no subsidy should be received. 
 
2091 I appreciate the thought, but 3 days of hunting does not a season make. 
 
2094 We pay taxes all the time, we are born and raised here, that should count for something. 
 
2101 It gives South Dakotans a chance to hunt “our” land. 
 
2109 I am not sure how many residents took advantage of it. 
 
2122 The early season should not be limited by additional rules that do not apply during the 

regular season. 
 
2146 I treasure every day I spend in the great outdoors of South Dakota. 
 
2155 Please make it private and public land. 
 
2157 Maybe 2 weekends of early hunting on public land for residents.  I don’t think it would 

have any impact on non-residents! 
 
2158 Should allow residents the ability to hunt private land during this time. 
 
2165 At least it is an option for those who wish to exercise it. 
 
2166 Too hot to hunt. 
 
2178 Again competition for public and walk-in; regardless as to when the season are, is high 

and more free hunting is required. 
 
2187 It does not diminish the commercial pheasant land, which continues to crowd the public 

land. 
 
2197 Make it a week maybe two.  This is our home and our birds.  We deserve the upper hand. 
 
2202 Why not five days of resident hunting, and open up private land? 
 
2209 Did not hunt. 
 
2210 Doesn’t mean much unless all lands are included. 
 
2211 It would be nice to be able to hunt private land during this time. 
 
2228 There is not enough walk-in public areas. 
 
2230 Open it up for private land and road hunting.  Let us get to all birds first. 
 
2244 Hunt should not be limited to public hunting areas, which are too crowded. 
 
2246 Not enough Walk-In Areas to accommodate the hunters. 
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2247 I think it’s a great idea.  I was unable to make use of it as I coach youth sports in the fall, 

and could only skip one weekend before November 1st. 
 
2255 Stop all early hunting. 
 
2265 Not helping if hunting public land only. 
 
2268 This is the only good thing that has happened to pheasant hunting in 20 years. 
 
2281 I would like to see non-resident hunting limited to a two-week period in the middle of our 

season. 
 
2290 If you’re going to have an early season, open it up without restrictions of public land only.  

Your current early season is bullshit.  We’re not stupid. 
 
2312 I feel the game department should lobby to relax the road hunting laws as they use to be, 

because some hunters cannot find or afford a place to hunt. 
 
2313 There should be a whole week to hunt for South Dakota residents because some people 

have a hard time getting out on the weekends due to work or previous obligations. 
 
2317 Because of commercial hunting operations and fee hunting lands, a lot of land is closed 

to residents anyway, even for the early season. 
 
2325 I think it is good to have the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2331 The idea is very good, but it is for only for 3 days, as long as you allow road hunting you 

may be able to keep your in-state hunters. 
 
2351 Do not have it. 
 
2353 It gives you an equal chance to find land to hunt on. 
 
2360 I would like to see at least 5 days. 
 
2369 If we did not have farm friends’ land to hunt on, then an extra early hunt would be good.  I 

have sons, nephews, and brothers from out-of-state who hunt with our local family, all 
raised in South Dakota.  Early hunt would cause a problem for them.  The answer . . . 
South Dakota natives from out-of-state would be included . . . furnish a birth certificate 
when buying a license. 

 
2373 Not needed; residents have all of November and December to hunt, which is generally 

better. 
 
2386 I know it’s good for the financial support for the state to have fees so high, but I did 

understand the 10 days of hunting only for non-residents. 
 
2388 I hunt the early season because I enjoy hunting.  I would probably not hunt the early 

season if most of the land around where we hunt was not becoming so commercialized.  I 
strongly feel that the residents of South Dakota feel this way and we would not need an 
early season if that were not the case. 
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2402 Why not the whole state, instead of Walk-In Areas, they are a joke. 
 
2406 Take care of our own hunters first. 
 
2410 The way things go on, this hunt is too many hunters on too little hunting land.  It all 

becomes a Chinese fire drill on the public shooting areas and Walk-In Areas.  It is just an 
accident waiting to happen. 

 
2413 It would be nice to go for a full week. 
 
2415 Open all lands; so you still compete for areas to hunt with locals. 
 
2417 If you do decide to continue or expand the resident season, it should be opened up to 

private land, also. 
 
2421 Part of pheasant hunting is tradition – 3rd weekend of October (opening weekend). 
 
2422 See my comment on No. 10.  GF&P does not respect landowners to the degree they 

should.  Opening up early, on public land only, shows that attitude.  
 
2429 Open it all for those days. 
 
2434 The local guys need more time to hunt in this state.  Greed will always prevail; the local 

hunters are screwed. 
 
2437 People should realize if you go to town and buy food, gas, and merchandise in general, 

tractors, and cars; you have to pay for it.  Why should it be any different in the country?  If 
you walked on someone’s lawn or back yard in town, you would be talking to law 
enforcement real quick, but I got a hunting license.   

 
2448 Didn’t make use of it. 
 
2457 The early season does not benefit me because I do not do public access hunting. 
 
2477 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season should be open to private land, also. 
 
2478 Should run it for whole week before out-of-staters show up.  2-day youth weekend (then 5 

days off); then residential hunt 7-days; then regular season.  
 
2482 Would like to have all land open and not just Walk-In Areas. 
 
2484 I would like to see this season be a little longer. 
 
2488 I won’t take advantage of the opportunity again; too crowded. 
 
2509 They continue to compete in the purchase of farmland; greatly a burden on local farmers 

making a living. 
 
2510 It should be open hunting the full 2 weeks. 
 
2517 It’s great to be afforded the ability to hunt on public land without having to compete 

against the non-residents. 
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2526 Let us hunt on our own ground! 
 
2528 I feel this season only benefits Sioux Falls and Rapid City (big cities) because the public 

land around here is full of them.  It’s almost more hunters on there then there is opening 
weekend.  Should have to hunt in county of your residence. 

 
2533 Giving non-residents an early start on public lands does not address the access problem 

and only penalizes those non-residents who might come to South Dakota to experience a 
South Dakota pheasant hunt.  These people very likely don’t have an opportunity to hunt 
private land either. 

 
2551 Needs to be a longer timeframe for residents only. 
 
2560 This may lead to reduced non-residents if extended too broadly. 
 
2563 Do not eliminate road hunting. 
 
2568 I think that with a continued early season, more residents will adjust and utilize the 

season. 
 
2571 We should be able to hunt the road rights-of-way for this season; our taxes pay for these 

roads. 
 
2591 Two weekends. 
 
2604 May want to allow them to hunt private land as well as public areas. 
 
2616 Public hunting areas, only? 
 
2621 Little opportunity if no land to hunt – that’s what I’m hearing. 
 
2645 It would be nice if you would open the season to all the land for resident.  Maybe, it would 

get more in-staters back! 
 
2660 Would like to be able to hunt private land.  Not enough public land available. 
 
2662 Have it be opened on private land as well as public and last a little longer. 
 
2737 Unnecessary in my view; the season is very long.  I believe it is bad policy and bad PR. 
 
2753 Good idea!  Gives residents some time to hunt before non-residents get here. 
 
2759 Maybe you could let the out-of-staters have one weekend to hunt. 
 
2775 I feel this season is too short.  Also, I can’t afford, nor will I pay to hunt on land that has 

been paid with government subsidy checks.  
 
2819 Expand resident season to one week. 
 
2828 Allow road hunting all over, just like regular season. 
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2833 As I’ve state before, this is a great program. 
 
2838 I do not like the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season. 
 
2839 This is a good start. 
 
2869 I believe the impact on waterfowl hunting is an equal or greater threat. 
 
2872 This idea is great, only if a landowner with pheasants will give you a chance! 
 
2875 When only open to public land, it was not that good of an option. 
 
2905 Hunting should be equal to all.  Either extend the season for non-residents and residents 

or leave it alone. 
 
2908 Too little . . . too late!  The problem is not the non-resident hunter . . . the problem is 

charging a fee to hunters, period! 
 
2935 Land is becoming a pay-to-hunt business because of the non-residents.  We need to do 

things to help out the locals as well. 
 
2937 Any incentive to private landowners to accommodate residents for early weekend might 

help. 
 
2941 Shorter/later season for non-residents on public land. 
 
2949 It puts too many people on public land all at once. 
 
2963 Need to open private land, also! 
 
2980 Three days for resident-only is not near enough time for residents to hunt pheasant 

before non-residents get to hunt.  It should be two full weeks. 
 

2984 I think the youth program is good, but I don’t like the early resident program. 
 

2986 Make it a week or more. 
 
2989 Keep up the good work! 

 
2994 Did not participate. 

 
2999 Another weekend would be great. 

 
9004 Should be a full 2 weeks long. 
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Appendix M – Resident Comments [Optional Comments on Last Page] 
 
ID # Comments 
  
4 I think pheasant season starts about right, but goes too long.  Season should stop right 

after Thanksgiving.  When it gets into December, the pheasants have a tough enough 
time to survive the elements without hunters trying to shoot them!  Pheasant season is 
too long! 

 
9 In my opinion the wild turkey population has at least doubled in Fall River County in the 

last 10 years, while at the same time the pheasant population has seriously declined. 
 
13 Question No. 30: 

Maybe the season should remain the same, but let people hunt more than just state land, 
being it is only for 3 days. 

 
We use to hunt with friends in various spots around the state, until it became to 
commercialized.  Now we hunt mainly Robert and Grant counties, where it isn’t 
necessary to pay. 
 

19 I am so very grateful for the opportunity that my family, my friends, and I have to hunt in a 
state with abundant resources.  South Dakota is the greatest. 

 
21 I think that landowners; who charge people to hunt their land, have a right to do so, but 

should have to pay income tax, like any other small business has to do.  That would also 
help the economy.  Sales tax would help the state’s economy. 

 
57 For all my hunting in South Dakota; born and lived here all my life (58 years – Brookings, 

SD), I feel the SD GF&P has done an excellent job.  I enjoy hunting and fishing very 
much. 

 
67 As a hunter, I continue to share limited resources.  I believe the economics of hunting are 

out of control, over using the resources available.  The state has increased public hunting 
areas, but hunter numbers and pheasant number add to the frustration. 

 
 I also believe some of the walk-in resources are poorly chosen.  I have seen ¼ sections 

of black dirt or 40 acres of hilltop with barely any grass cover.  The walk-in environments 
are good choices for the future of public hunting. 

 
84 This preserve hunting, in my opinion, is not a good deal, as they are making big money 

off the pheasants and they go overboard with it.  It also is causing the residents to have 
to pay-to-hunt, as the landowners like the money.  As you know that is what this whole 
pheasant hunting is, about the money.  It would be nice if it would go back to sport and 
family outings in the outdoors. 

 
105 I believe it is virtually impossible to legally road hunt.  I have lived on an acreage for 12 

years and have had one person stop to ask for permission.  He was directed to the 
proper farm and received permission.   
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Our entire mile is posted.  Each year there are numerous incidents of people shooting 
into the fields immediately adjacent to the “No Hunting” signs.  Several times neighbors’ 
children were playing outside in the trees when hunters shot into the trees.  No one has 
been hit yet. 
 
I have never livid in an area where the law is disregarded with such self-righteous 
arrogance.  Hunting is not a moral right; it is a privilege with attendant responsibility. 
 

113 Even though we have an early resident season, there just are not enough public areas to 
hunt.  Out-of-state corporations are buying up land and charging so much, a person can 
not afford to hunt on those properties. 

 
116 I really feel that allowing these hunting preserves to hunt birds from September to after 

the first of the years, is not fair to the regular hunters who have to follow the regulations, 
and are allowed to hunt only during the regular season.  They should follow the same 
rules and regulations as the normal Joe. 

 
120 I am a raccoon hunter with coonhounds and I do not like the spotlight law from 

September 1st through January 31st that doesn’t allow you to spotlight after 10 p.m.  I 
work most nights throughout harvest, mostly until 9:30 p.m., and it is harder to train my 
young hounds without breaking the law.  I am very unhappy with this law.  I try to coon 
hunt very law abiding and this law makes my hunting very hard.  I took the time to fill out 
your survey, now take the time to think through the law about spotlighting for coon 
hunters who have coonhounds.  Thank you. 

 
128 I spend all of my season training a young dog.  I had opportunities to bag more birds, but 

where I was in my training, I didn’t.  Overall I’m satisfied with my hunts this year.  I wish 
we could get more population of birds in Minnehaha and Lincoln counties.  I also 
purchased, raised, and released some pheasants mostly for dog training.  I released 
them on families’ private land in Minnehaha County.  I would guess the total to be 100 – 
150 birds.  I plan to do the same next year. 

 
130 Please leave things as they are.  Don’t try to make it better.  It seems to me that every 

change makes the ability to find hunting places more difficult.  I have moved to Texas and 
would like to come back to South Dakota for hunting and fishing, so please don’t change 
something that is good for all. 

 
136 I have noticed in the past few weeks, that the thick snow is making it very difficult for the 

pheasant to find food and shelter.  Is the GF&P going to help provide sustenance for the 
pheasants?  Thank you to all the people of the GF&P for making my years of hunting in 
South Dakota enjoyable for me, my family, and friends. 

 
139 I think that some additional changes should be made to the pheasant season structure.  

Compared to some neighboring states like IA and NE, the SD pheasant season closes 
early.  From the information I have been able to gather over the years, including 
information published by the GF&P, there is no real scientific basis to close the season 
early.  States such as IA and NE run their seasons into mid to late January.  If SD would 
run the season until the end of January or even mid February, this would provide many 
additional opportunities for resident hunters as well as additional revenues for the GF&P 
from the non-residents.  In a season where only the male birds are harvested, this should 
have no deleterious affects on the overall population and would likely improve the 
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population as a whole by preventing some of the roosters from competing with the hens 
for food in the winter.  As to the argument that this would strain landowner relations, this 
does not ring true.  A great deal of landowners profit from hunters, and those that would 
like to keep people from hunting their land always have the right to say “no”.  The 
extended season does not confer an obligations for landowners to open their land to 
hunting if they do not wish. 

 
With regards to the early pheasant season, I think this is a good idea.  It is commendable 
for the GF&P to have the foresight to set a youth season that is separate from the regular 
and also open on private land.  As for the early resident season, I think this should be 
extended to private land as well.  I personally work hard managing my lands for pheasant 
hunting and would like an opportunity to go pheasant hunting on my land before the 
regular season starts.  I would think there are many farmers in my situation that would 
feel the same. 
 
As to the issue of non-resident hunters, I think that they do serve an important role in the 
pheasant equation in this state.  As such, I think they should be granted the privilege of 
having a license that runs the entire season, instead of 2 five-day periods.  I personally 
have friends that would come and hunt more than twice if the license allowed them to.  
For many non-residents, my friends included, it is tough to justify purchasing another 
license to make an additional trip to hunt.  This change would likely have a trickle down 
affect in the local economies that cater to non-resident hunters.  Thanks. 
 

141 I can recall growing up back in the early 60’s and going out pheasant hunting with my 
parents.  At that time, I believe the limit was 3 roosters and 2 hens per person, per day.  
We always road hunted and didn’t do much walking the fields for birds at all.  Seemed at 
that time you could drive a short distance almost anywhere and see all kinds of 
pheasants. 

 
 Now, at least around this area in southeastern South Dakota, a person can waste a tank 

full of gas driving around and be lucky to see even one pheasant; let alone find a place 
you can hunt that isn’t leased for that or set aside for paid hunts. 

 
 I just think that projects need to be expanded for increasing bird populations and 

considerations made for residents to be able to have the opportunity to go to places and 
have birds to hunt, and to once again enjoy the sport so many of us grew up loving. 

 
148 Hunting is soon to be a sport only for the wealthy.  Getting that out-of-state dollar seems 

to be the most important GF&P program.  Wildlife (pheasants, deer, etc.) should not be 
the property of the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks to be sold to the highest bidder.  

 
149 Pay-to-hunt in eastern South Dakota is not a good idea.  Neighbors arguing could cause 

other problems in the future. 
 
154 Out-of-state sportsmen are welcome.  The primary complaint I hear, is the method of 

licensing.  Why not make the license good for the whole season?  Raise the price if you 
must, but quit making them pick days.  If you have any questions about my responses, 
feel free to contact me. 

 
155 I believe people should not be able to train dogs on public land right before the season.  

There should be a break of two weeks to let the pheasants calm down. 
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157 You hear in the media during every political race for public office, that we need to keep 

our young people here in the State of South Dakota.  I stayed here some 30 years ago; 
first because this is my home and where my family is, but a major factor in that chose to 
stay was the opportunity to hunt and fish was plentiful.  When I was younger and drove 
around the section and didn’t have your limit of pheasants, you did shoot well.  Now road 
hunting is under fire, all the private land is leased to commercial hunting groups while 
public ground is crowded and not very productive.  So where does a person who works in 
this state for the lowest wages in the U.S., go to hunt? 

 
Appoint a commission for the GF&P who is concerned about the local person who pays 
taxes in this state as its # 1 priority and not way down the list behind, out of-staters, 
hunting lodges, and hunting preserves.  We cannot afford to hunt these places because 
we don’t earn enough money here!  I chose to work here for low wages because of the 
hunting and fishing.  Now, those recreational opportunities are all but gone. 

 
158 I appreciate the opportunity to be heard on this important issue.  Although, I’m not 

affected as much as others by non-resident hunters, I do know those who would assure 
that no non-resident hunting would be allowed.  Thanks again. 

 
177 I live next to a public shooting area.  The water from Scott’s lake has expanded onto my 

property.  I have had duck hunters tell me that I couldn’t hunt on my favorite spot 
because of high water marks, and they were there first.  I paid for the land, pay taxes on 
the land, and feel I should be able to hunt there without a problem. 

 
183 I hunt with my husband, in-laws, and friends.  I enjoy walking, but I also enjoy road 

hunting.  We have seen many birds this season, I’m just not the best shot! 
 
185 I have already explained how I feel about the privatization and commercialization of 

public wildlife in South Dakota.  I am very worried my young sons won't be able to 
experience the great hunting that I have known in this state.  I belong to the South 
Dakota Federation of Wildlife Organization, the NRA, the South Dakota Bow Hunters, 
and the Rocky Mountain Elk Chapter, and I’m not the only local sportsman who feels this 
way.  Me and the other sportsmen I know would like to feel that the SD Dept. of Game, 
Fish & Parks is with us on these issues.  Many of us feel that the SD Game, Fish & Parks 
Department is on the side of big money and commercial hunting.  Judging from the 
attitude of some of the state conservation officers, it would seem that they aren’t to 
interested in giving any help to local sportsmen, unless they’re big landowners.  
Remember, local sportsmen pay the Lions share of the taxes in this state.  Also, we have 
the right to vote here! 

 
193 When I was growing up in South Dakota there was great pheasant hunting everywhere.  

Now I can leave my farm and walk for 2 miles with my dog, never to find a rooster.  Over 
hunting, over commercialized out-of-state hunting seems to be part of the problem.  
Along with herbicides and pesticides, which when sprayed on fields, I have found dead 
little pheasants.  Plus farmers have no land for the animals and birds.  They farm fence 
line to fence line.  Also, there used to be a bounty on fox, coyote, and raccoon.  Now they 
are everywhere unchecked, eating pheasants and eggs.  I don’t mean any disrespect, but 
I would say the states’ pheasants have been “very poorly” managed, and I don’t see any 
improvement in the future.  I love to hunt and have hunted all my life.  There will probably 
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come a day when I’ll be to discouraged about it to even go hunting or just quit because I 
can’t find a place. 

 
197 I enjoy hunting due to the influence of my 12-year-old son.  The experience of hunting in 

Orient, SD, where the pheasant population is very abundant, will be everlasting.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call. 

 
210 I think that there are too many residents that will not let an in-stater hunt unless they pay.  

Wish it was more like when I was younger, and if you asked to hunt, you were able to 
hunt.  Thank you. 

 
213 Thank you for sending me this survey to fill out.  Best wishes. 
 
218 Someone should teach the conservation officers about unarmed retrieval, such as 

_______, the _______ conservation officer. 
 
226 If we the government pay the farmers for CRP, then they turn around and charge people 

to hunt it, why not let us taxpayers hunt it like a Walk-In Area?  What about the Game & 
Fish land that is in the middle of the section that us hunters can’t get access to because 
the farmer owns the land all the way around it?  I see it coming to a day where you pay 
big bucks or forget hunting, which is a sad deal for our youth! 

 
236 Pheasant numbers in this area have made an amazing comeback, with the current 

abundant number of birds.  Has any consideration been given to extending the hunting 
season into January of 2004 (for residents only)?  This would not only allow additional 
hunting opportunities for the avid bird hunter and students that come home during the 
holiday break, but it would harvest more of the roosters and give the hens a better 
chance of survival if food and habitat becomes scarce due to a severe winter or early 
spring storms. 

 
237 We (the state) need to stock pheasants in some counties. 
 
245 Seems like there is not enough cover or land for good pheasant hunting anymore near or 

around Yankton, that does not charge to hunt or is not already hunted by others.  Public 
land is hunted extremely hard within a couple of hours on opening day.  Road hunting is 
out of the question.  I’ve had my ass chewed on by landowners one too many times when 
we were perfectly legal in all aspects!  Money seems to rule everything! 

 
247 We have three children, all who are hunters.  Two days ago, one quit.  It’s best to be able 

to teach the younger generation the outdoors.  It’s great exercise and time well spent with 
our children.  Hunting teaches responsibility, character, and survival.  You can feed 
yourself, if all else fails. 

 
251 Living and hunting in South Dakota is living a dream.  I just wish my shooting were better. 
 
255 South Dakota’s pheasants are a great asset and natural resource to South Dakota.  

However, I feel what the GF&P has established in regards to non-resident hunting 
limitations is the biggest mistake the GF&P can make for South Dakota’s economy.  Why 
limit non-residents to two weekends?  Let them come back as many times as they like, 
each time taking their gas money, lodging money, and lunch and dinner money.  Other 
states have pheasants and less stringent hunting time limitations.  Sure, 78K non-
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residents are great, but adding another 10-15-20K would be better for the overall 
economy.  Think of the hotels, restaurants, and gas stations next time.  I am an avid 
outdoorsman/hunter, but rarely pheasant hunt. 

 
257 I would like to see a season in January at some time.  The corn and the rest of the crops 

are in at this time during the early season.  Iowa does it. 
 
264 I feel that CRP acres should be open to resident hunters free of charge, since our taxes 

pay these CRP fees. 
 
282 Would it be possible if GF&P could close off non-productive Walk-In Areas for a period of 

one to two seasons to enhance the pheasant population in those areas?  Allow varmint 
control in these areas; giving the birds a fighting chance.  Maybe rotating these non-
productive areas?  South Dakota and surrounding states have had pheasants for many 
years, but some areas are wanting.  Maybe it’s time to take a closer look why some areas 
in the state are better than others are, and what can be done to improve those areas.  It 
might mean rethinking planting, habitat use, and food plots, etc. 

 
286 To me the biggest problem is pay hunting.  I do not have money to pay $100 per day to 

hunt pheasants.  I think if the state would do something to make the landowners claim the 
income; it would help, as well as let the landowners be held responsible if a pay hunter is 
injured on their land as opposed to free hunting. 

 
295 Hunting is getting harder with birds declining and land as well.  Our children are losing 

interest and I believe we need to work with our farmers very hard! 
 
302 Need more places to deer hunt. 
 
303 More effort and cooperation needs to be put toward the acquisition of ground for public 

hunting.  Working with farmers and ranchers to open up ground that can’t be farmed and 
ranched to hunting needs to be addressed more often.  There are plenty of people who 
are willing to open up un-farmable ground to hunting if they are compensated.  The 
acquisition of ground of out-of-state people for the purpose of charge hunting is getting 
out of control.  GF&P and other organizations (GF&P Wildlife Foundation, Pheasants 
Forever) need to work together to address this issue. 

 
312 The number one complaint I hear from other hunters is that we pay for all the CRP land 

and we can’t hunt it, but the landowners are getting paid very well from non-residents on 
pheasant habitat that we pay for.  Perhaps, the season should end on the 15th of 
December for non-residents and the 31st for residents.  Maybe then, we could get on 
some land in the pheasant belt. 

 
313 I hear so many landowners complain that there are no birds or places to hunt.  I also hear 

landowners say we need to stock more birds. 
 

What we (state) need is more quality habitat!  There are plenty of USDA programs to help 
pay them for retiring land.  Some CRP programs will pay an annual payments, bonus 
payments, and a 90% cost-share to help cover expenses. 
 
The local people who sell land to out-of-state hunters are also to be blamed why the local 
people can’t afford to hunt.  It’s called “Greed”!  Why sell land or hunting rights to the 
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locals, when you can make 3 to 4 times as much to non-residents.  I can’t afford 
$1,000/acre for $400/acre land.  I can’t afford to pay $25 plus/gun/day to hunt.  Also, the 
residents of South Dakota need to respect landowners and their rights.  The amount of 
trespassing and breaking laws is getting out of hand.  Can’t we just get along! 
 

322 I feel this survey was biased and led the person taking the survey to have a negative 
outlook on non-resident hunters.  This survey frequently puts the resident hunter versus 
the non-resident hunter. 

 
326 Would like to see GF&P try and increase numbers in our area.  Since the bad winter 3 to 

4 years ago, the numbers never came back. 
 
331 Non-resident tags should be limited with an increase in price.  Those farmers that cater to 

non-residents should be allotted a limited number of tags and be required to register as 
guides with some kind of regulations and taxes. 

 
333 Non-residents shouldn’t have as long as residents to use their hunting days because we 

have to put up with them all pheasant season.  That’s not right.  My husband and I are 
avid hunters, as we live on wild game and that’s all we eat. 
 

334 We had more birds in my area this year than in the past 10 years.  Private hunting spots 
are becoming less each year. 

 
335 Leased hunting is killing the sport in South Dakota.  Not only is it taking away land from 

hunters who can’t afford to pay, it is also discouraging out-of-staters.  It is an issue to be 
addressed before it snowballs and becomes a major problem. 

 
337 I believe that non-residents come in with their big money and pay big fees to hunt, so 

landowners think we all have big money to pay.  Also, I believe if the landowners want big 
money for hunting they should pay big money for a guide license, and non-residents 
should pay $500 or more for their license.  Thanks. 

 
340 I have been involved with hunting my entire life in South Dakota.  Over the years in our 

area we have seen the decline in the pheasant numbers, no habitat.  Farming operations 
have removed a lot of the cover we used to have.  Draining of low spots and weed control 
removes any leftover grass.  We have pockets of pheasants and where there’s cover, 
there are birds.  In past years, I often wondered why the seasons ran so long.  It seems 
that with limited areas to hunt; what few birds there were got pounded over and over, so 
they don’t have a chance to build up.  In 2003, Clay County showed more birds, but the 
birds are where there are sloughs or CRP areas.  I see there are some additional cover 
areas planted in our area this year (a real plus). 

 
343 All pheasant hunting seems to hurt the farmer; residents are the worse.  They go on our 

land and destroy crops without permission.  They shoot at things that are not pheasants 
(or deer).  Why don’t you loosen the restrictions on farmers hunting on their own land?  
Why do we have to buy a license to hunt our own land?  Why do we have to tolerate 
people hunting our land without permission?  Do I have the right to hunt squirrels or 
rabbits in town! 

 
348 The public hunting areas are too big to flush pheasant out.  They need strips mowed into 

them to make it easier for a small group to hunt.  Food plots would help to in these areas. 
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353 I have filled out and sent in all but one questionnaire sent to me.  That one I went on the 

internet and filled it out.  I am glad to fill them out, but not getting into trouble because 
something happens to them between and you. 

 
363 Pheasant hunting is probably the most important hunting season South Dakota has that 

both young and old enjoy.  I also think it is a vital part of the economy.  My only concern 
is pheasant numbers.  If they are there, people will come!  I truly believe predator 
numbers are strongly increasing.  Hawks: use to see a few, are now everywhere.  Coons: 
numbers here are always high, and I would like to see some way to promote 
hunting/trapping.  The other overlooked predator is the house cat.  I feel these three 
species harvest a lot of our pheasant population before they see their first fall. 

 
376 Not enough habitat for pheasants in Yankton County; no cover or protection, no 

pheasants.  Too much land closed to hunters with few good places to hunt because the 
out-of-staters pay so much for reserved hunting places.  More farmers are charging to 
hunt. 

 
378 Money from non-residents is welcomed, but quit rolling out the red carpet for them and 

not South Dakota residents.  Especially, when you should do something for us senior 
citizens of South Dakota.  Non-residents spend a lot of money in South Dakota, but it is a 
business write-off expense.  We residents can’t afford to pay the prices/charges to hunt 
private lands.  Also, do all landowners pay taxes on all income received from hunting 
fees. 

 
381 If we have an Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season it should include private land.  I 

don’t hunt public land much, so I have never hunted early season. 
 
386 Big Game licenses should go to residents first. 
 
405 South Dakota residents deserve more rights and opportunities to enjoy the natural 

resources of our state.  I have grave concerns about hunting opportunities for my two 
boys (ages 6 & 9) if GF&P do not take steps to insure that they get to exercise their 
hunting rights (heritage).  Since when do the out-of-state hunters and “their money” take 
precedence over South Dakota residents? 

 
410 Please do not stop road hunting and get rid of the stupid wording of the new law.  It only 

favors or gives the farmers an opening for them to have someone arrested. 
 
411 I am concerned that pheasant hunting is getting to be a rich person’s past time.  The 

amount of land being purchased and/or leased for hunting will make it difficult for my 
children to enjoy hunting as I have.  Thank you for sponsoring this survey. 

 
412 The future of pheasant hunting depends on ranchers/farmers.  I understand the income it 

provides them and I don’t have a problem with them charging.  The real concern I have is 
the hunt clubs/preserves where out-of-state hunters buy land and the wealthy buy land, 
thus taking it out of the local hunters chance to hunt forever.  I feel when these operations 
get government money (CRP payments, etc.); they should be subject to some regulation 
also.  Thanks for the opportunity to voice my opinion. 
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443 Wouldn’t you want to know why I haven’t hunted pheasants?  I sued to hunt them 10 

years ago, but can'’ now.  Seems like you would want to know that some of us have been 
squeezed out of pheasant hunting because of the many factors: landowner fees, crowded 
public land, and other issued reviewed in your questionnaire.  Perhaps you might 
consider this in future questionnaires.  Find out why they don’t hunt. 

 
448 Reduce out-of-state hunting to 2 – 3 weeks per year. 
 
449 I appreciate the content of the survey and the opportunity to respond.  I fully appreciate 

the economic benefit of pheasant hunting and particularly the benefit of non-resident 
hunters. 

 
The increasing cost, fees for land access, and general commercialization including out-
of-state corporations and individuals burying and leasing land for pheasant hunting is 
negative for the sport; limits resident access and ultimately will destroy the constituency 
that supports conservation and hunting in general. 
 
Efforts to support resident hunting with emphasis on new members (i.e. young people) to 
appreciate and enjoy pheasant hunting will serve South Dakota well for the future. 
 

451 Keep road hunting legal and promote resident hunting. 
 
462 If the wild game population is held a commodity to be bartered rather than a precious 

natural resource, and if the management of that population is to be directed by 
commercial and political interest rather than GF&P, then there is no point in having this 
questionnaire or in pretending that we have significant game management or significant 
resident hunter input. 

 
Allowing more non-resident than resident hunters is not a good trend.  I do not think we 
should be greedy or miserly.  I expect the landowner to share his privilege with me, 
unless he feels that would interfere with his own and/or his guest’s hunting.  I expect to 
go to other states and hunt, unless that interferes with resident hunting in that state.  I 
can understand and applaud both notions.  But neither I nor any other hunter can 
understand why we allow restaurants, motels, bars, sporting goods purveyors and other 
commercial interest to destroy our own natural resources for their own personal gain. 
 
Does the preponderance of non-resident hunters interfere with our hunting and destroy 
our natural resource?  Before the resident-only early weekend, there was no point in 
going to the state areas or Walk-In Areas on the opening day because it was intolerably 
choked with non-residents mostly.  I took only a car tag survey to determine that.  In the 
following weeks the population of non-resident hunters in those areas declined along with 
the bird population.  When the area was sterile and barren there would still be a few non-
resident cars around it.  At no time in the season was there reasonable hunting in those 
public areas for the resident hunter.  Crowded early and barren later.  Our tax dollars and 
license fees are used to provide hunting for non-residents and income for commercial 
enterprises; not oriented to local interest in hunting. 
 
The situation is disheartening.  Nothing is going to change until we limit the number of 
non-resident pheasant hunters to no more than half of the previous year’s resident 
hunters.  Without that, a survey like this will be of no help.  The income loss to the 
commercial interests is not a problem.  They should no more hope to profit from an 
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earthquake.  The income loss to the landowner is already being compensated by walk-in 
and CRP payments.  Added to that, might be a system of payments to those who let 
residents hunt.  There can be many possible plans for that, and the funding should come 
from an increase in both resident and non-resident license fees. 

 
476 I saw a lot of pheasant hunters this year (mostly because they were screwing up my deer 

hunting).  It was sad that not one of them was following the rules.  I saw people hunting 
the ditch along I-90, hunting from vehicles, not wearing orange, and driving around “no 
vehicle” signs to drive into Walk-In Areas, etc.  It has become too crowded, dangerous, 
and expensive for me to hunt pheasants.  If this trend continues and landowners start 
charging for other types of hunting, I will start doing my hunting out of state on guided 
hunts. 

 
482 The Game, Fish and Parks Department needs to worry and consider the people who pay 

taxes and provide for this state every day of the year; instead of those who come for a 
couple of weeks each year, a lot more.  I know the out-of-state people bring millions to 
the state each year, but it’s time that people count, instead of money. 

 
491 In my travels, I have had the opportunity to participate in hunting and fishing activities in 

other states and countries.  I feel the outdoor experience and abundance of wild game in 
South Dakota is second to none.  I am extremely interested in protecting the 
opportunities to continue enjoying the pheasant hunting our state provides.  If this survey 
helps in this effort it was worth the time.  Thanks and good luck.   

 
510 The whole debacle with the Janklow – Cooper elk tag deal has left a lot of the hunters in 

this state with a sour taste.  Granted Cooper may have been ordered to do this, but 
taking this special favor for the Washington Lobbyist is a slap to the face of us hunters 
who apply, and some with sons that want to elk hunt.  As far as we’re concerned my two 
tags (my son’s & myself) were in their pockets, so our $10 license fee went where.  Many 
long time elk applicants feel this way.  I personally feel Secretary Cooper slapped us all in 
the face.  If he was still a federal warden and found someone hunting without a tag, fines 
would have been issued.  Sorry I’m mad, but in this state hunting is important to me and 
my family and if South Dakota is going to sell or give it to non-residents, so be it. 

 
513 It seems to me the state no longer cares about the resident hunter and is more 

concerned about the “money” from non-resident hunters.  Pay-to-hunt has gotten 
completely out of control.  Greed seems to be the bottom line. 

 
526 I just moved back from Kansas and I would like to commend the SD GF&P for their 

efforts to maintain wildlife populations and give attention to the needs of resident hunters. 
 

I see the population of leased property, pay-to-hunt, and hunting preserves as the biggest 
threat to large number of residents enjoying pheasant hunting.  In fact, I worry that my 
one-year-old son will not have the same opportunity I experience early in life.  I grew up 
hunting many places and hunting was engrained as a wonderful past time.  I hope the SD 
GF&P keeps this heritage in mind as they work to find a balance between the business 
and the past time of hunting.   
 
A week or two of January hunting would be great! 
 

 273  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix M 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
531 Please consider eliminating the Early Resident-Only hunting for pheasants.  I am 

extremely opposed to it. 
 
541 I know public areas exist, but are really scarce in Lincoln County.  The push of “pay-to-

hunt” is creeping this way.  We need to consider the “regular guy” when GF&P looks at 
this. 

 
P.S.  I have even greater concerns when it comes to deer hunting.  Specifically, the 
ability to draw tags in Lincoln County.  Thanks. 
 

542 Money drives all. 
 
543 I’m glad to see the state is at least surveying the opinion of South Dakota hunters.  

Hunting has changed dramatically since 1970.  Unfortunately, the South Dakota residents 
have suffered. 

 
Non-residents need to pay more for the privilege of hunting in South Dakota.  Raise non-
resident license fees 10% per year; then evaluate if the number of non-residents 
decreases.  I would be surprised if increased fees would cause the non-residents to 
decrease. 
 
The GF&P also needs to educate landowners; the pheasants in South Dakota do not 
belong to the farmers/ranchers.  The price to hunt has become too high for most 
residents.  It is ridiculous for a eastern South Dakota resident to pay $50 per bird or more 
to hunt. 
 
The division between residents (non-landowners) and landowners continues to become 
greater.  Unfortunately, the GF&P has done very little to help solve the problem.  It is a 
sad fact that in South Dakota you have to be wealthy to hunt.  “Money talks – Bullshit” 
walks.  The GF&P is full of B.S. 
 

558 I dislike South Dakota treating my brother (originally from Groton, but now lives in 
Wisconsin) and my friends poorly.  I don’t think the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 
Season is Very friendly toward them.  Give the kids a weekend before the opener, but 
other than that let everybody have a crack at them at the same time.  I don’t like to hunt 
without my brother and friends. 

 
560 I was a farmer in the 70’s and 80’s; enjoy South Dakota hunting all year long.  As for 

hunters asking permission to hunt, I always said yes, as I felt I did not own the wildlife.  
As far as farmers charging to hunt, I think it is sinful.  But on the other hand, if they feel 
they need to charge, I think they should be regulated so they are taxes on that income.  
Also, where do farmers think they own the roads, that is public!  

 
569 Please think about our young resident hunters.  Let’s try to give them the fun in pheasant 

hunting we had.  Thank you. 
 
570 Concerning preserve hunting: It would be nice to see the seasons for preserves cut back 

to match the regular season, given the fact that a good percentage of the birds they 
harvest are wild and not released. 
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575 I love to hunt in South Dakota for pheasants and other games.  If it got worse or the 

number of pheasants dropped, it wouldn’t stop me from going because I enjoy the thrill of 
being out in the wild with friends and family hunting South Dakota’s best birds. 

 
576 I just think the money rule of life in general has become too important.  Everyone seems 

to think you need to pay for everything.  I even lost archery hunting property that I’ve 
hunted for 18 years.  The farmer didn’t really need the money, but when it gets very high, 
why not take it.  I guess I was fortunate to at least have some years of good hunting 
relationships.  More than once when asking permission, the farmer asked if he could 
come along.  I guess that’s the type of hunting in South Dakota that I would like to 
remember.   

 
Road hunting laws will be the downfall of “resident hunting”, and my friends and I feel 
strongly of this.  I have saved my license every year I’ve hunted, along with the hunting 
handbooks distributed.  That’s how much I care about South Dakota pheasant hunting. 
 
I look into going out of state for hunting more every year.  If I’m not wanted here, I may as 
well go be a non-resident to get taken care of. 
 

587 We need to have a bounty on coons, skunks, and stray cats. 
 
589 Get rid of the early season. 
 
632 The little man does not have a chance, plain and simple.  The rich have taken over; you 

know that and so do I. 
 
636 I believe that any CRP land payment that is being paid to any farmer and rancher should 

be opened to hunting.  This is a lease agreement between taxpayers and landowners.  
No different from anyone leasing a home or business building.  An open hunting sign 
then would be places on all CRP land.  Wouldn’t this be a great addition to Walk-In Areas 
and all that complain about lack of hunting land. 

 
643 This is our pheasant season.  We need outside hunters, but we need a different color 

sign to protect our rights, South Dakota Residents-Only.  Make us proud.  Thank you. 
 
649 If we (the state) pay farmers to put their land into CRP.  Why is it not open to public 

hunting? 
 
663 Farmers are being subsidized with CRP payments, which is usually some of the best 

hunting land.  If farmers get CRP payments and charge to hunt that land, they are getting 
paid twice.  My tax dollar is paying farmers in the CRP programs.  Farmers should get 
either CRP monies or charge to hunt, not both.  I have been reduced to hunting road 
rights-of ways, public land, or designated Walk-In Areas.  Out-of-staters with the big 
bucks get the best land to hunt.  If you think that the early season is so productive and 
pacifies the resident hunters, you are mistaken!  Most of that land does not produce 
many birds.  Also, if farmers want to charge hunters, they should not be allowed to mow 
the rights-of-way. 

 
My heritage is rapidly disappearing because of economic growth and greediness.  I think 
it is about time that someone considered what this all means to the non-landowners and 
the negative effect it has. 

 275  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix M 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

 
667 I believe that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season is a great success.  Even though 

the out-of-state hunters claimed that they would boycott the state, we can see that it was 
not true by the record number of hunters that came to our state.  I believe that by the 
number of out-of-state license plates that I saw this year that the number will be even 
higher. 

 
The Youth Season is a very big success.  It gives kids who do not have the shooting 
skills a chance to shoot a bird.  Where if they were hunting with adults, the bird would be 
dead before they could get a shot off.  My kids enjoyed this season very much even 
though they did not get their limit, as it was their hunt.  Thank you very much for the 
Youth Season. 
 

672 I moved to South Dakota 5 years ago because of the great hunting and fishing.  I see a 
lot of out-of-state people out here during hunting and fish seasons.  A lot of them take 
advantage of the hunting and fishing and sometimes that gets to me.  They don’t care; 
they just keep coming and taking because they don’t have a thing left in their state.  I see 
a lot of this when I am fishing.  I have seen the same boat on the same lake from another 
state just about every weekend.  I wonder how much they take out every time.  It would 
be nice to see more officers checking boats and stuff. 

 
676 I began hunting pheasants in Nebraska in 1982.  Moved to South Dakota in 1985 and 

began hunting here in 1989.  For the last 10 years, I have hunted every year but one.  
The year after the long winter and flood, I felt the pheasant population was too stressed.  
I have two boys hunting now and two more kids going along who can’t wait to hunt.  For 
flushing birds (though our shooting was too poor to get them) and the pure joy of just 
seeing pheasants, this year was the best.  We had a busy schedule, so we didn’t hunt 
much, but it was pure enjoyment when we did.  Thanks to GF&P for their work in 
securing public hunting areas, and all landowners who made land available. 

 
684 It is just to bad that all the money has got to go to the western half of South Dakota!  The 

eastern half has a lot to offer, but too many politicians are blind to the fact that there is an 
eastern half!  Also, there is no public hunting areas worth hunting on and no real care 
from anybody to improve this half of South Dakota. 

 
686 Keep non-residents out. 
 
687 Thank you for this opportunity to participate in shaping SD GF&P regulations.  South 

Dakota is slowly, but surely, going the route that Europe already has; hunting for the elite 
only.  The proliferation of game farms and the movement to make road hunting illegal are 
just two examples. 

 
The SD GF&P can be proud of its efforts to make hunting available to ALL hunters.  The 
Walk-In Areas are the envy of the nation. 
 
I winter in Texas each February – March, and I have found that virtually ALL land is 
closed to the average “Joe”.  A deer hunt typically costs $3,000! 
 
Larry, keep up the good work. 
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691 May I say that maybe it should be an option to be also more open with our waterfowl 

hunting for non-residents as we are with pheasant hunting.  Day, Marshall, Grant, and 
Robert Counties have an abundance of waterfowl, and what is happening is the tribe is 
selling the waterfowl licenses to the non-resident waterfowl hunters and they are here.  
We have many South Dakotans that have left South Dakota and they have family land 
that they can not come back and hunt.  This is wrong.  Thank you. 

 
694 Frankly, I’m a parish pastor who grew up on a farm in South Dakota and have served 

here all my life and will continue to in this state.  I am also a “subsistence” hunter and 
fisherman who loves to work in the outdoors and live off the land.  Apart from the 
vagaries of weather and the impacts of agribusiness, I believe that the most negative 
changes in our outdoor picture is driven by greed and demographics. 

 
714 We need more pheasants in Deuel County; I didn’t see a lot of them.  I enjoy pheasant 

hunting a lot. 
 
717 I know pay-to-hunt pheasants helps some needy landowners, but the majority of land is 

owned or rented by fewer farmers who already receive payment from taxpayers.  When 
does the persons footing the bill for these program get his chance to hunt.  In our area, 
walk-in land is a big thing, but it also attracted a lot of out-of-state pheasant hunters, 
squeezing locals out.  It didn’t personally affect me, but pissed off a lot of others.  Most of 
this land, locals could usually hunt with permission.  Some of my best waterfowl land was 
recently put in walk-in, and now without management it holds very few ducks and geese.  
Hunting in general is getting tougher because of touchy landowners.  I’ve still got it pretty 
good, but every year it changes a little for the worst.  This past fall I killed a beautiful 12 
point buck that died on private land.  I did not have permission on, but I knew the guy real 
well and figured, just go get it.  Wrong, I’m losing the deer, but get to keep my license.  
People are shocked that he pressed charges!  Sorry for the rambling. 

 
720 I don’t think it’s fair to have to use steel shot on public lands. 
 
746 KISS!  (Keep it simple, stupid).  When looking at the hunting and fishing regulations, one 

has to believe that your department is over-staffed. 
 
766 I like to have (statewide and all lands) to use steel shot on pheasants all the time.  This 

year I took two nice pheasants and I had to throw them away because they had 
gangrene.  I would also like to get more Walk-In Areas next to land that holds the 
pheasants, public land next to private land.  My dad and his brother farm land over by 
Hartford Beach State Park.  They applied for CRP and wetland and I’m happy they are 
putting in 80 acres of grass.  It will help out the nesting for pheasants. 

 
779 When I was a kid, I hunted ducks, geese, and deer for food, pleasure, and quality time 

with dad.  When my son grew up, I discourage him into hunting because of all the ass 
chewing we got and the expense of it all.  It is cheaper to buy beef, pork, and fish; then 
spend quality time with loved ones at home.  The ranchers and landowners used to like 
company and a gift at Christmas, but not it’s all about money.  Thank you for this survey. 

 
P.S.  Hunters never get to voice an opinion at (Pheasant Restoration meetings) or (Ducks 
Unlimited meetings). 
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783 I probably would be considered a middle to lower income earner, and I have chosen to 

live here because of my desire for hunting and quality of life.  But I strongly feel that there 
is coming a day where I won’t be able to afford or have a place to hunt.  I feel the current 
management practices are geared to favor non-residents and commercial hunting 
operators.  The income received from non-residents is becoming more important than 
interests of local hunters are.  When you have more non-residents than local hunters; it 
should indicate to you, where you are concentrating your management interests.  I am so 
tired of driving up to a hunting spot and finding an out-of-state hunter already there.  
There are some considerate out-of-state hunters, but for the most part they are 
inconsiderate and more times then not.  If the land is not posted, they feel they have a 
right to hunt it.  I think stiffer fines and penalties need to be put in place and enforced on 
out-of-state hunters.  They are the ones who can afford it.  I hope you will not find these 
comments radical and simply disregard them.  Rather you will look upon these comments 
as statements by a South Dakota landowner and sportsman that is concerned about the 
future hunting privileges of my grandsons and his sons.  We need your help. 

 
799 At one time, older fathers and children would road hunt every chance they got.  You don’t 

see that anymore.  They call this quality hunting?  Bullshit!  It is just an opportunity for the 
state to get more money.  Al the other reasons the state gives are strictly, bullshit.  This is 
the reason we have less and less older South Dakotans no longer hunting.  Road hunting 
pheasants was a long established fun event for older people with young hunters.  Now, 
as I said before, it is all money orientated and bullshit. 

 
800 I would like to express the importance of more food plots on public hunting land to keep 

the pressure off of farmers’ crops and keeping the pheasants alive during winter months, 
but they have to be good food plots. 

 
804 I would like to see that road hunting regulation thing I hear on the radio changed.  I have 

heard it probably about 100 times and still wouldn’t dare to shoot a pheasant from the 
road.  Just say that the vehicle has to be pulled over to the right side with the engine off 
and all the doors closed.  It is the only safe way to stop, and everyone would understand 
it. 

 
Also, the steel shot regulations are hard to understand. If I am hunting on private land, 
can I road hunt with lead shot or can I have both shot in my possession in the vehicle?  
Please clarify.   

 
806 You are doing a fine job, but I believe GF&P should be trapping pheasants and moving to 

areas with none.  I see a lot of good habitat with no birds.  Also, I’ve seen some walk-in 
land with no value; bare as a table top and I feel it to be a waste of dollars, no bed, and 
no breakfast. 

 
I know survival is tougher in northeast South Dakota.  I feel habitat balance is very 
important to survive, and probably enhanced payments to farmers that work for it; would 
help survival. 
 

816 Hunting is getting to be too high priced to go if you don’t own ground. 
 
817 I can’t afford to be paying the prices that out-of-state hunters do to hunt ground, so it is 

getting much harder to find good ground compared to 10 years ago.  The biggest 
complaint I have is that out-of-state hunters are allowed to road hunt.  I usually have a 
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gun in my truck when going to and from work during pheasant season, and I believe this 
is a privilege for residents only.  I see 5 to 1 more out-of-state licenses than resident 
licenses.  I live within 10 miles of Minnesota, and SDSU is 12 miles away.  These people 
should be getting permission, since I have seen them breaking many laws, but it is hard 
to prove because it is my word against theirs.  I get along with many of the farmers in my 
area, so I can get permission to hunt on those places that allow it; the ones that don’t 
have or had problems with out-of-state road hunters and people from Sioux Falls. 

 
820 I’m strongly against road hunting.  I can’t shoot a deer on my own property from the road, 

but everybody else can shoot pheasants just about anywhere they want.  I think you 
should have to have written permission to shoot pheasants in road rights-of-ways from 
adjoining landowner.  Then you would get the good hunters who will have respect and 
goodness to ask permission.  Slob hunters won’t ask for permission. 

 
825 I will be with the food plot program this year again.  Also, with the Clark Pro Pheasant 

Club.  I see a lot of birds.  I have talked to other people around here and they say that the 
season should end sooner.  The season should be over one week before gun deer 
season.  Also, hard to bow hunt with all the pheasant hunters and dogs running around. 

 
830 Locally we are fortunate to have farmers that allow people to hunt.  Would it make sense 

to give some funds from out-of-state hunters’ fees to our local farmers? 
 
858 Also keep out-of-staters (non-residents) out of South Dakota until end of May for fishing.  

They can come after that until March 1st.  They’re fishing out our lakes, all in the name of 
greed.  Not for making a living, but a killing.  Same as during pheasant season. 

 
866 In regards to deer, I have heard many times that a man or woman hits a deer with there 

card and the GF&P says that deer is not the property of the car owner.  I do not agree 
with this.  If I wreck my car by hitting a deer on the road, the lease GF&P can do is give 
me the option of keeping it.  I have heard of several cases where the GF&P take the deer 
(because of the rack on the deer), and I don’t agree with this.  I think if you guys can’t 
hunt deer for the rack with a gun and license like we do, you don’t deserve it by taking it.  
I would like to hear more on this on the GF&P web site. 

 
872 I think the Game, Fish and Parks has done a great job of managing all hunting in South 

Dakota.  We have great public hunting and Walk-In Areas.  I have hunted deer and turkey 
in the Black Hills all my life, and the last 5 years has been the best.  All hunting has been 
great!  It has gotten better.  I would like to thank the GF&P and the hard working 
commissioners.  Great job. 

 
878 Road hunting should be eliminated in all hunting.  It’s dangerous and only persuades 

people to drive around and not ask landowners permission.  I have cattle and a 
shelterbelt close by.  At least one person per day shoots into that shelterbelt with 
livestock on the other side. 

 
883 Out-of-state licenses should be higher compared to resident licenses. 
 
885 I explained my feelings in questions 16, 24, 27, and 29.  Further comment would only 

repeat myself. 
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 My only other comment is that I only wish that it were possible to give my young son the 

opportunities that my dad was able to give me, which is impossible at present day 
because of landowners greed for non-resident money.  They keep their land hunted by 
non-resident or residents willing to pay to hunt. 

 
905 Too long of a season for birds.  Should close in mid December to give birds time to get 

ready for winter. 
 
910 Need to increase Walk-In Areas to provide equal opportunity to those that do not 

commercially hunt or own their own land. 
 

You never mentioned road hunting – why?  Except vaguely in question no. 14.  We 
spend about 50% of our time road hunting and harvest about 75% of our limits from road 
ditches, primarily because of lack of Walk-In Areas or quality game production areas.  
Road hunting works, so don’t mess with it.  It is very important as an alternate place to 
hunt. 
 

911 Do not change the current road hunting laws. 
 
913 Money into South Dakota. 
 
915 If the GF&P would take a percentage of license sales both from hunting and fishing and 

put towards a stocking program, then they would be doing something.  The State of 
South Dakota has this resource of hunting and walleye fishing.  Why should the State of 
South Dakota spawn out all these walleye and then ship most all of them out of state to 
other states, and then we cut our limits down.  If the fishing pressure keeps getting more 
every year, then replace walleye accordingly.  Even if only so many will survive that is 
more than you would have had before, same way with pheasants.  That way of thinking 
has been proved over the years by landowners that have bought and released pheasants 
onto their ground, and yes it does cost them some money, but they have a resource there 
to market.  But instead of the state buying more land or cutting limits, if they would just 
manage what they have it would be okay.  The GF&P keep saying that the non-residents 
spend all this money more so than the resident does; what is more important?  The 
excuse of the people of South Dakota that they don’t have the money to compete with the 
non-resident is bullshit.  They just want everything for nothing.  Hunting and fishing is a 
commodity just like other stuff.  If you want it bad enough or want to do it bad enough, 
you will find a way to do it.  Just like with everything else now days, it all boils down to 
money and how bad you want to do things.  Just like a new truck, a new house or 
whatever, if you want to do it bad enough then you will save for it. 

 
916 South Dakota resident hunters complain loudly about non-resident hunters, but the facts 

are plain.  When the agriculture community began to replace benefits from hunting, the 
habitat and the birds began to increase dramatically.   

 
The road hunting issue is a disaster waiting to happen. 
 

929 The increase of pay hunting is destroying the hunting for all of us and it’s not just 
pheasants, it’s everything.  I think doing away with pay hunting would make better 
hunting for all.  Why can’t we limit the number of non-resident pheasant hunters like we 
do non-resident waterfowl hunters? 
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930 This survey really doesn’t fit my situation.  I hunt on my own land in Hyde County.  My 

family and relatives hunt with me, also.  If I had to hunt in Douglas County, it would be 
very hard to find hunting on private land.  I most likely wouldn’t do much hunting.  Outside 
interests in hunting has forced up land prices in South Dakota.  This is good and bad. 
Local farmers have trouble competing for additional land, but some farmers are seeing 
additional income from fee hunting. 

 
934 The road hunting issue needs to be dealt with.  As far as I’m concerned, any person that 

crossed a fence without permission is trespassing.  This is private ground.  The GF&P 
made it real easy for everyone to do it now with the new road hunting law.  How stupid 
this law is.  As far as I’m concerned, anybody who crosses the fence on my land is 
trespassing.  It is against my constitutional rights.  Get rid of the road hunting law.  Also, 
the economic benefit only benefits a few people and GF&P.  As a farmer, we’re the ones 
that have to put up with the hassle from these hunters that don’t respect our property 
rights. 

 
941 The commercialized hunting is ruining South Dakota pheasant hunting for residents.  I 

personally farm enough acres to provide birds, but out-of-state hunters do not respect 
owner/operator farmers.  They throw garbage, etc. all over, thanks to their almighty 
dollar. 

 
944 I don’t think any other states have more out-of-staters than in-staters – pheasants, deer, 

and ducks.  I think the licenses should be raised for out-of-staters.  There should be a 
limit of how many licenses we allow to be sold.  I feel out-of-staters have put a damper on 
hunting here.  Guide services are always looking for more land to lease for out-of-staters.  
Thus, taking away land for locals.  It’s all about money.  Most in-staters don’t really want 
to pay to hunt.  I like to road hunt, too.  Let’s keep it the way it is.  Some out-of-staters like 
to road hunt, too.  A few farmers, guide services, etc. don’t like it.  Tough!  Again, it’s all 
about money! 

 
959 I don’t mind the non-resident hunters if they obey the laws.  We have had several hunt 

here without our permission.  Then they act like they did not know any better.  It kind of 
spoils it for the hunters who follow the laws. 

 
962 Out-of-staters are good for the economy, but I think it should be harder for them to own 

land that is used just for hunting for them.  The land is only being used to hunt, not to 
produce a crop that would help a local farmer make a living.  Don’t get me wrong, there is 
advantages to both sides, but I think there is a lot more money out of state and local 
farmers cannot compete with some of the people that can pay up to twice as much as 
what the land is worth.  In my opinion, that is bad for a small community.  Thank you for 
listening to my comments. 

 
969 One out of five years when the snow is bad in December, one person can go into cover 

and chase all the hens and roosters out one-half hour before dark and kill all the birds 
because they have no time to find cover before dark.  They should start the season at 
8:00 a.m. in the morning and close it at 3:00 p.m., letting the birds find cover before dark. 

 
999 Sure pheasant hunting is big business and generates a lot of money for the state and 

private sectors, but it has cut down the number of good places to hunt.  Not only for 
pheasant, but deer and other game has been affected.  It’s sad to go to the places I use 
to hunt in my youth, and now I have to pay to enjoy those places again. 
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1007 I grew up with hunting and look forward to it every year.  However, the trend the last 10 or 

20 years have really been an eye opening experience.  I’ve always been respectful to the 
landowners and the land in which I’ve been fortunate enough to hunt, but I have no 
places to hunt anymore; none.  I realize that hunting has become big business and the 
economic benefits for landowners, the state, and local businesses is beneficial, but take 
this for what it’s worth.  I live in South Dakota and I’m proud of that, but I also struggle as 
a family man to make ends meet week to week on South Dakota wages.  But when a 
state relies on traditional hunting and gambling to support itself, just so the little guy 
suffers in the big scheme of things.  I think this is wrong.  I think that the almighty dollar is 
just gotten out of hand when it comes to the simple things in life.  Unless you’re well to 
do, this sport will be nonexistent for the blue-collar class of South Dakota.  I used to have 
friends and relatives come in for hunting, but that’s done.  When hotels raise their rates 
for hunting, I think the employees should get a little extra, but do they, no.  When the 
restaurants see all the extra business, do the owners give the cooks, waitresses, and 
buss boys any extra.  The last thing I really want to say is this; and I know it’s happening, 
is when the landowners receive payments for hunting there are a lot of cash payments 
that they don’t report, but they just get away with it and keep asking for more, so they’ll 
make more for “x-mas”, what a joke. 

 
1014 Need more water in Beadle County for ducks, geese, and other wildlife! 
 
1023 There is a real problem with farmers blocking section lines with bales, trees, and fencing.  

These obstacles should be removed if it is public, and the landowner responsible fine.  
There are plenty around Kimball alone.  Others I have talked to feel strongly the same 
way.  It is a problem!  How are we to know what is an open section line or not. 

 
1030 This past season I have witnessed numerous acts by out-of-state hunters that upset me.  

Many of them feel that since they pay for their license they can do most anything they 
want to.  I have found hen pheasants shot on public ground and had only the breast 
removed.  I have caught out-of-state hunters taking down gates and driving on the public 
shooting grounds.  I have even heard some say that the potential fines they may have to 
pay are only a part of the hunt. 

 
I have seen photos of “wanton waste” from a pheasant preserve frequented mostly by 
out-of-state hunters due to the cost of access to such facilities. 
 
I feel that I, like many other resident hunters, see that our future in pheasant hunting is in 
extreme danger.  We will lose our opportunity to hunt because we can’t afford the fees 
that will soon be necessary for anyone wishing to pheasant hunt. 
 

1055 When you let the Early Resident-Only hunters hunt, let them hunt only in the county they 
live in. 

 
1060 The biggest concern I have about pheasant hunting is the fact that a lot of the wealthy 

people are buying up the land and hiring people to farm it for them (quite often with 
ridiculous agreements). Or more often putting it into CRP where the farmer, renter, or 
owner are pushed out completely, and because usually the new owner doesn’t live close 
by the land is infested with noxious weeks and then spreads into all the other land. 
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It’s inflating the land price to the point that a farmer can’t financially afford to buy the land.  
It’s being bought for the pheasants.  
 

1061 I would hunt if there were pheasants on my own land. 
 
1066 Hunting preserves no longer need help, so please fix your South Dakota license fee at 

100 dollars, instead of 35 dollars.  Take your additional revenue and buy more land.  I 
realize it is controversial, but you need more land East River.  I know land is more 
expensive East River, but you need to do it, instead of walk-ins.  Peter Norbeck 
established Custer State Park and the Badlands.  If it had not been for him and others, 
we would be public land poor. 

 
Preserves say they turn out birds and they do, but a lot of wild birds are on their acreage, 
also.  People that patronize them are affluent.  The 65-dollar discrepancy of a preserve 
license and the out-of-state license is a travesty.  
 
Thank you for all that you do.  Brent Nye of Academy always brings seed to me as I am a 
cooperation and I appreciate it very much. 
 

1080 I would hunt more if there were more pheasants.  Game Fish and Parks is more worried 
about the out-of-state money than the number of pheasants or good hunting! 

 
1081 Pheasant hunting in South Dakota is armed toward out-of-staters.  All landowners have 

closed hunting privileges because they can make money by letting out-of-staters hunt, 
and who can blame them.  However, it is to the point that there is no opportunity to take 
your children out because the public grounds get so congested; it is not safe. 

 
1094 I do believe that road hunting should never be taken away.  Too many older people that 

can’t get out to walk can still go road hunting.  If nothing else just to see a bird that most 
of them have done all their life. 

 
1098 I think you should limit the number of out-of-state hunters that are allowed into the state. 
 
1101 The out-of-staters suck.  They do not listen. 
 
1104 I could care less if I pheasant hunt.  The only reason I do is because we have out-of-state 

hunters the 1st three weekends and I don’t hunt after that. 
 
1111 The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks needs to buy up more wetlands and have a 

better food plot program on state owned lands.  Even if you just till some brome grass up 
and let it grow up in sunflowers and other types of weeds for our small birds to feed on. 

 
1134 The bottom line is that no private person (resident of SD) should make monetary gain 

from the commercialized hunting of any wild animals (game), which are owned by all 
residents of South Dakota. 

 
1137 I realize that the non-resident hunters are good for the economy and help the state buy 

more land for public use, but at the same time if we have so many out-of-state hunters 
here that we can’t use it ourselves, what good does it do?  Also, I am getting tired of 
picking up their litter they leave. 
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I also strongly feel that if local farmers are going to provide pay for hunting that they 
should be taxed on the money that they earn from it.  This is a business and they are 
making a lot of money on it.  If I started a business, I would have to pay taxes on the 
money I made.  Yes they feed the birds, but who pays for all the government subsidies 
that they get; we do.  Thanks for listening. 
 

1140 The GF&P should continue to provide opportunity for resident hunters such as the Walk-
In Areas in order to counter the continued commercialization of hunting.  Hunting should 
be available for all, not just those who can afford to pay for access. 
 

1149 I hunt geese 99% of the time, and the non-residents have taken over the land that I had 
hunted for 7 years.  Farmer’s land has been leased, forcing me out. 

 
1155 I live in Aberdeen.  We are pretty much run over by non-residents on the regular season 

opener.  I see no benefit to me in having them here, only hassles. 
 

I find it very ironic that Tim Kessler, a GF&P Commissioner, is also the owner of Kessler 
Grocery Store, and is also one of the biggest outlets for ammo and booze in Aberdeen.  
He is also an owner in a private pheasant hunting operation.  Is it any wonder why I’m 
worried about my future chances to hunt pheasants?  I’m also wondering why you have 
not asked about road hunting.  I am for road hunting! 
 
One last thing, I have friends who hunt pheasants ten times or more than I do.  They 
shoot a lot of birds; who needs that many?  Is there a way to limit total number of birds 
taken during the season? 
 

1156 I am very concerned about the future of pheasant hunting in South Dakota.  I think the 
trend is being set, number of resident hunters vs. non-resident hunters.  Many people I 
know have given up on trying to find a place to hunt.  I believe within the next 5 years, my 
15-year-old son and I will probably not have anywhere to hunt, (without being charged).  I 
will not pay to hunt a natural resource. 

 
I am very pleased with the ruling concerning “Air Space”.  I prefer to hunt on private land.  
I do very little road hunting.  If it comes down to me being able to only road hunt, I’ll quit 
hunting.  But I do have friends who prefer to road hunt, so “good job” on that issue! 
 
In this area we have an “outfitter” who leases thousands of acres for “pay-to-hunt” non- 
residents, who pulls up with two buses of non-residents and hunts “walk-in” lands first.  
Then takes his hunters to his leased land.  This makes it difficult for locals and non-
residents who depend on “walk-in” land to hunt.  Are “commercial outfitters” required to 
register with GF&P?  They should not be allowed on public land. 
 
I am satisfied with most of the decisions made by GF&P.  Please continue to look out for 
the people of South Dakota who don't have six digit incomes.  
 

1159 I believe the overall opinion of resident hunters in South Dakota is that pay hunting will be 
the spoil of this great sport.  It really is a shame how greedy our South Dakota 
landowners are.  Case in point, the road rights-of-way situation we’ve faced in the past 
couple of years.  If the landowners in South Dakota are so afraid of losing their deep 
pocket out-of-state hunters, maybe the resident hunters of South Dakota should stop 
shooting deer.  I wonder how the farmers would feel about that?  Overall, GF&P has 
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done a very good job managing hunting in South Dakota.  The only other thing I would 
like to see changed is the Walk-In Areas.  What good is walk-in land that has been 
hayed, leaving nothing but short grass? 

 
1163 South Dakota should have a lifetime hunting license and a lifetime fishing license or a 

combination hunting and fishing lifetime license like other states offer. 
 
1165 There needs to be a limit on out-of-state hunters.  Sure that would be very unpopular with 

the farmers making money off of pheasant season; and they will say they will close their 
land, but in reality their land is already closed. 

 
I have been trying to get an antelope license in Wyoming for seven years and have been 
unsuccessful every year because the Wyoming hunters get first shot at the tags.  I can 
except that because they live there and they pay the taxes, and they drive the economy.  
Someday I’ll get a tag, but I’ll have to wait my turn.  In South Dakota if you have enough 
money to spend, you can go pheasant hunting whether you’re from here or not.  We all 
know that the wages in South Dakota are lower than Minnesota and Wisconsin; we can’t 
afford to compete. 
 

1166 CRP is supported by resident taxpayers.  Hunting fees collected on posted CRP equals 
non-taxed cash!  74,873 non-resident hunters – (estimate) 60% paid for hunting - 
average $150/day = $44, 923 paid.  $750 for 5 days of hunting = $33,692,250 = 33.6 
million non-taxed dollars in the state last year.  I see a problem here! 
 

1169 We lease, so we have a quality place to hunt in early in the season; if not, just public land 
available!  However, after the first few days of the season, the land is used a lot, birds 
pressured, and they leave the area.  We have friends with land, but can’t hunt until after 
the first couple of weeks because of non-residents!  The average person does and will 
quit pheasant hunting because of lack of quality places to hunt; it’s almost impossible to 
road hunt legally and because of the hassle you get when you road hunt!  Walk-ins and 
public hunting places are good to a point, but get overhunted in a short time.  Also, a 
large percentage of Walk-In Areas don’t have habitat or birds; a lot are pasture or 
harvested crops with no cover.  It’s a good program, but in your quest to provide land for 
the public the quality has been compromised! 

 
1197 Numbers are up in my area. 
 
1198 Just keep up the good work! 
 
1203 I have always allowed others to hunt on my land.  Since fee hunting has come into my 

area, this has pushed more resident hunters to the private landowners that do not run a 
fee hunting operation.  Because of this added pressure, I am considering closing my land 
to all hunters.  I am tired of the hassle of putting up with these hunters.  There are too 
many people that do not want to pay a fee and therefore, do not have a place to hunt. 

 
1204 Mother Nature was very kind to South Dakota pheasant hunters again this year.  This 

year I have seen more pheasants than in a long time.  I know that more farmers are 
trying their hand in having hunters pay to hunt, and I think that this will get bigger in years 
to come.  I do hope that if this happens, that those hunters paying to hunt on private land 
do not take Walk-In Areas or public land away from residents.  It is a complicated issue, 
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but I hope Game, Fish & Parks will consider all the necessary things involved in keeping 
hunting a positive for all.  Thank you. 

 
1207 Pheasant hunting is not for the common South Dakotan anymore.  Farmers and ranchers 

all cater to the out-of-state hunter because these people probably make in excess of six 
figures.  So GF&P might as well double the cost of out-of-state licenses because these 
people will pay no matter how much it costs.  Pheasant hunting is for the rich and 
famous. 

 
1208 If the GF&P does not change the way hunters are treated (assumed guilty), there is going 

to be large areas of private ground closed to hunting.  A good example of the way we are 
treated is by asking: “When is the last time a state trooper pulled you over for no reason 
to see if you had a license?”  We hunters are not allowed to complain to CO’s because if 
we do, we are targeted all season. 

 
1218 We need to promote food plots on Walk-In Areas, CRP, and public lands (Public 

Shooting Areas, Waterfowl Production Areas, and Sand Lake NWR).  Promote non-
resident hunting of upland game and waterfowl.  Most of our land (dad’s & mine) is in 
walk-in area.  The non-resident hunters are very appreciative of having a place to walk.  
A lot of locals and Aberdeen hunters feel they are owed a place to hunt and many do 
nothing to help wildlife or promote hunting. 

 
Overall, thanks GF&P for managing our wildlife to the best of your ability and for 
providing great conservation officers to protect this asset (Bill Antonides, Brook Brown, 
and Mary Clawson). 
 

1229 It has gotten to the point where nobody wants to let hunters on their land anymore.  The 
out-of-state people come here and think their purchase of a license gives them the right 
to hunt wherever they please.  They park on the rights-of-ways, blocking access by farm 
machinery, and they have no respect for locals.  Even GF&P wardens seem to be 
harassing the locals who have hunted this land forever, in favor of outsiders.  Hunting 
needs to be managed as a sport, not for the almighty dollar!  We are tired of “giving” for 
the outsider, then being harassed by law enforcement.  I’m tempted to shut my land down 
to hunting completely.  This would also stop about eight out-of-state friends from paying 
for license fees, since they come to hunt with me!  It has gotten out of hand. 

 
1248 Fee hunting is rising and driving dollars spent for land extremely high.  Landowners are 

expecting to be paid to hunt more and more, and will complain on every little hunting 
situation. 

 
1249 The ability of hunting road rights-of-ways is the most important item we have to ensure 

non-landowners have a place to enjoy hunting.  Although I was born and raised in the 
Redfield area, it is still very difficult to obtain permission on private land during the 
pheasant season.  This is very understandable though, landowners have non-resident 
friends that have come for years and landowners have family and friends that come first 
locally, also.  This is why it is the most important type of hunting that GF&P can fight to 
keep for us, “us” meaning the common everyday resident hunter that enjoys the company 
of friends and hunting pheasants in the rights-of-ways and just being out in the 
countryside enjoying nature.  Please protect right-of-way hunting for our future 
generations.  Thank You! 
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1253 My biggest concern is out-of-state hunters.  I know they are not all bad, but I get entirely 

too much trespassing.  I live and own land along the railroad, and it is continuously 
hunted.  They also seem to raise heck with our township roads and section line roads.  
We receive more damage from out-of-state hunters tromping around than any of our farm 
equipment, yet we see no money to help maintain these roads.  It is because of our 
(farmers’) livelihood, these birds thrive to flourish and yet we receive nothing, not even 
respect.  I do not wish to receive any money or profit for myself.  I would just like to see 
some of the dollars put back to the community some how, besides the local liquor store, 
restaurants, etc!  

 
1266 I think your agency is unfairly criticized, by a local minority.  I am very impressed with the 

amount of land leased and opened up for waterfowl hunting in the Pierre area. 
 
1268  I feel that the dollar and greed has played a big roll in the loss of hunting land to the local 

resident.  Lodges reduce the amount of land that a person can go on, and I believe this is 
one reason why the road hunting has been quite a controversy.  Why can’t the GF&P 
raise pheasants and release them the same way they do with salmon, in public lands, 
leased or otherwise?  What is the GF&P using all the money that they received from the 
government, my tax dollars?  There are a lot of sportsmen out there that can just afford a 
few dollars to hunt; they can’t afford to pay the big dollars that the lodges charge.  Maybe 
you should keep them in mind.  One comment that I heard from an out-of-state hunter 
was that all you charge them it can’t be that good of hunting, there must be something 
wrong.  This is one type of thinking from out-of-staters that cause the price of hunting to 
go up and the less fortunate hunters in the state to lose out and eventually stop hunting 
altogether. 

 
1278 I haven’t hunted pheasants in 10 years.  I was shot (2) in two years, while blocking for 

large groups of hunters.  Also, I can’t walk a city block anymore. 
 
1282 I have not hunted pheasants in the last 3 or 4 years.  It’s too much of a hassle.  If it 

weren’t for goose hunting, I would not buy a license.  I don’t blame the farmers for 
charging to hunt.  The GF&P should provide areas to hunt, if they are going to sell the 
license. 

 
1291 Good survey, hopefully you get some useful information! 
 
1292 Guided hunts should be banned from public areas until later in the season to keep public 

areas open to everyone who hunts, and give them a fair chance at hunting wildlife.  
Guided hunts in public areas, walk-ins, and GF&P areas, I feel is taking away from the 
general public and the hunters who can’t afford to pay hunt. 

 
1294 I don’t hunt in the local area because there aren’t many places to hunt and most of the 

public land has out-of-state hunters hogging it early in the day, so they can hunt it first. 
 
1296 Thank you for sending out this survey.  Glad to see GF&P cares. 
 
1299 I understand what farmers are up against now days with the economy, but do they have 

to harass the hunters as bad as they do?  I believe these practices of boxing in road 
hunters, driving up and down roads chasing off birds, setting up traps to try to coax road 
hunters to shoot at illegal birds just inside the fence, and so on; are not giving our state a 
good name.  I also understand how much money comes into our state from non-
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residents, but allowing all of these millionaire cooperations and individuals leasing 
everything out at a high dollar price is not fair, either.  Two of your biggest harassment 
operations are the _______ farm area, a commercial operation and _______ commercial 
operation, all in _______county. 

 
1310 I may be an unusual pheasant hunter in that I enjoy walking road ditches more than any 

other type of hunting.  The 2003 hunting law change was probably the most important 
I’ve seen in my lifetime.  Most times I walk for a half mile or mile down the ditch rather 
than the typical “road hunter” approach of baling out of a moving vehicle to shoot.  I am 
sick to death of the arguing between landowners and the public regarding this issue and 
the vague classification of what is a legal section line or not.  I believe it is time to 
establish a hunting law regarding public road rights-of-ways as they pertain to hunting.  
One possible way to help facilitate this would be to offer some sort of monetary incentive 
to landowners not to mow their ditches except for within the shooter safety zone.  The 
actual safety zone in my opinion should be double or triple the distance it currently is.  I 
don’t advocate shooting any closer than ¼ mile from any active farm site.  This issue that 
I’ve been ranting about is the single reason which will determine whether or not I continue 
to hunt or not. 

 
1327 Pay for hunting is a mixed blessing.  For those who have enough land to promote the 

natural resource of hunting and generated more income, good for them.  In the business 
of agriculture to day, you need all the income you can get from the land.  Just farming or 
ranching doesn’t make a living any more.  Hence the outside farming income, either off 
the farm or from hunting.  The small landholder loses out both ways with little or no place 
to hunt and no way for hunting income, it is a tough situation with no real winner.  Bottom 
line, we need better agriculture prices on a more consistent basis.  Keep hunting as a 
sport and recreation, not a business. 

 
1329 I live in South Dakota from May 1st to sometime in November.  When the geese go south, 

I go with them.  Fishing on Roy Lake is great.  The duck and goose hunting around that 
area doesn’t get any better.  Hunting in South Dakota is great. 

 
1338 Bird hunting is great.  Deer hunting is the greatest. 
 
1341 The more pay-to-hunt for non-residents would give more public or free hunting for 

residents.  Non-residents should only be able to pay hunt. 
 
1343 Road Hunting! 
 Make cars or trucks be parked on approaches and walk road ditches.  You could exclude 

veterans, senior citizens, and handicap.  Lets make it safe before someone gets killed!  
It’s not very safe jumping in and out of trucks with guns.  The hunters who disagree with 
this are more than likely your slob hunters. 

 
1367 I live at Midland, SD, and there are not too many birds anymore.  Been dry and not much 

water in the dams and etc. 
 
1370 I’m tired of being the random pick for all the GF&P surveys. 
 
1383 I don’t mind responding, but you needn’t send me two surveys.  I was too busy to 

respond to the first questionnaire when it arrived.  It is after the wrestling season (I coach) 
so now I’ve got the 30+ minutes required to properly address this survey. 
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1388 Like I said before, I really feel bad my kids will not enjoy hunting as I have when I was 

their age.  Money has become a big part of hunting.  I see local preserves pound the 
hunting grounds day in and day out.  If they are charging big dollars for this, the state 
needs to step in to try and get money for more public land for residents.  The money 
being charged is unreal and average residents can’t afford this.  I consider myself lucky, 
my father farms and I do have good pheasant hunting.  As for deer hunting with rifle, I 
can’t afford the prices.  All the deer hunting grounds have been shut down to pay 
customers.  I realize farming is not very profitable now days, but overpopulation is a 
factor that is coming into play with deer.  These are a few ideas of mine.  Thanks for 
listening. 

 
 1392 Why are state resident license fees so high compared to other states.  We pay taxes, 

own the land, and provide the habitat for the wildlife, why do we have to pay inflated 
resident rates.  Other states encourage resident hunting and fishing with lower license 
fees for residents.  I don’t have a problem paying higher rates for out-of-state licenses 
when I go to other states because I don’t live there and pay taxes or own any property!  
Why does South Dakota stick it to our own resident hunters! 

 
1425 Game officers used to be friendly, now they seem to be just out to bust somebody for 

quotas?  Guilty until proven innocent. 
 

This is God’s world, not to be abused by anyone.  Along with pheasants, public hunting 
increased.  Pay hunting highly taxed and regulated on private land.  South Dakota is an 
agriculturally based economy.  Non-resident fees increased dramatically.  Increase 
incentives for private land hunting and increase penalties for non-ethical hunters; 
example: gates, fires, and driving.  Increase labeling of private lands so people know 
whose land they are entering.  More hunter education. 
 

1437 I would like to see GF&P be more aggressive in leasing grassy areas for public hunting 
areas.  Many acres have been lost in Campbell County to out of area hunters who have 
out bid GF&P and now the land has been posted, creating multiple problems.  Less land 
for public and non-resident hunters and problems with people trespassing on what was 
public hunting areas. 
 

1441 Question 2 – Page 2: 
I did not hunt 2003.  Partly because numbers seemed to be down, but mainly because of 
the very dry conditions. 
 

1458 Please send my complimentary 25% discount on my next hunting license to me as a 
reward for filling out this survey. 
 

1467 You may gain resident hunters back if good hunting wasn’t so competitive. 
 

1469 Use the format for your fishing guidebook that you used 5 or 6 years ago.  The book you 
have now is a mess. 

 
1470 I am a student at SDSM&T, and for the past 2 years I have not been able to hunt 

pheasants as often as I would like.  Normally, I would hunt the Walk-In Areas around 
Philip, and I usually had decent luck.  Unfortunately, these areas are hunted very hard 
and the pheasants or grouse would usually get up out of range.  I appreciate the Walk-In 
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Areas because it allows people like myself that do not have access to any private land 
the opportunity to hunt.  Unfortunately, South Dakota is a haven for pheasants and in 
turn, non-residents will pay an enormous amount of money for the opportunity to hunt this 
state.  I will not pay these types of fees to hunt pheasants.  So, I will continue to hunt the 
Walk-In Areas and hope for successful hunts.  I enjoy getting together with friends and 
family, and this type of hunting allows me to do so.  The way I look at it, harvesting a limit 
of pheasants is just a bonus, not the goal.  Thank you for the areas you do provide for 
South Dakotans, and more quality areas would always be appreciated. 
 

1477 I don’t hunt pheasants because I don’t know a lot of places to hunt them.  Last year I 
started hunting grouse because I began to see them more while I was after rabbits.  In 
the two years I have seriously tried, I have failed due to my own shooting skills.  I 
however, would like to know more public areas for these birds and would be more than 
happy to participate in grouse surveys and actually any other surveys.  Because I believe 
even though I might not hunt all species available, I might see and be able to provide 
helpful information to you about them.  So, I welcome you to send me any information or 
questionnaires you wish.  Thank you for reading this because to me your response is as 
important to me as mine is to you. 
 

1482 Walk-In Areas are a joke!  Not enough cover, and cattle are let loose in many of these 
areas in western South Dakota.  Do you review the condition of these Walk-In Areas?  If 
not, why not?  Western South Dakota needs another LaCreek – acres of cover and 
waterfowl habitat! 
 

1484 Dear Dr. Gigliotti, 
My typing is a lot better than my hand writing, so I decided to write you this letter as 
opposed to scribbling on the back of the survey.  Please forgive the lengthy letter, I am 
pretty passionate about hunting. 
 
The “Pheasant Management Survey” is an encouraging sign because where there is a 
survey, you can normally find a significant issue and I am glad the SD GF&P recognizes 
that this is a significant issue for resident hunters. 
 
I have lived in South Dakota since 1993.  I moved to South Dakota to start a career with 
the Rapid City Police Department in 1993.  And I would be lying to you if I told you that 
the outdoor opportunities in South Dakota had no bearing on my decision to move here.  
In short, I love the outdoors.  Whether it’s hunting Caribou in Quebec, Moose in British 
Columbia, elk in most of the western U.S., turkeys in the hills, pheasant hunting or fish for 
walleye anywhere they might be, I absolutely love to be outside. 
 
When I moved here in the fall of ’93, the very first thing I did was to start knocking on 
doors around the Phillip area.  Just about everyone I spoke with gave me permission to 
pheasant hunt on their property.  Two of those landowners, Chet _______ and Paul 
_______ became fairly good friends of mine and I looked forward to hunting on their 
property every year.  In 1995, Chet _______ passed away and Paul _______ bought his 
property.  In an effort to show my appreciation for allowing me to hunt, I frequently offered 
to do some work for Paul, but he always declined telling me he appreciated the offer but 
had enough help around the place. 
 
At about this time I was aware of the increase in non-resident hunters to SD and the 
trend to charge for the opportunity to hunt pheasants.  I knew of friends, who had lost 
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their access to hunting ground around well-known pheasant communities such as 
Woonsocket and Miller and I though to myself, I’ve got this. 
 
Well I was wrong!  In 2001, I showed up at Paul _______ ranch to hunt pheasants.  Paul 
grimly told me that the year had been so dry, “the pheasants were the only thing that 
grew.”  Paul said a wealthy business owner from California had made him an offer he 
couldn’t refuse.  Paul told me how the man had said he had made 15 million dollars the 
year before and that he would be flying his plane into Phillip as often as he could . . . just 
to hunt pheasants. 
 
Well, obviously I was devastated.  I sulked all the way down the road before deciding to 
stop at another farm that I had hunted in years past, this one owned by George _______.  
To my horror, George told me the same thing!  I continued to drive slowly back to the 
west and ended up near Cottonwood.  My lab, which had been so anxious to get out and 
hunt, couldn’t understand why we weren’t hunting.  I stopped at Mrs. _______ place just 
off of the Old Grindstone Road.  Mrs. _______ and her son always let me hunt. 
 
I learned that Mrs. _______ was now in a nursing home in Philip and her son who had 
always been so cordial to me and was even now, wouldn’t let me hunt.  I took the time to 
tell him about my day, pointing out to him how much pheasant hunting had deteriorated 
for the resident hunter over the last ten years, and I wondered out load if my sons would 
have any place to hunt in the future.  Mr. _______ told me, “when they’re old enough, 
bring’em out.” 
 
Well Dr. Gigliotti, that is precisely my concern.  What is the future of resident pheasant 
hunting in SD?  Is it only going to be for the wealthy?  I cannot believe how far pheasant 
hunting has eroded for people who can’t or won’t pay to access land.  Thankfully we do 
have Walk-In Areas, but there are problems with them.  First, they are overcrowded.  
Second, they tend to be nothing more than hundreds of acres of long grass, meaning you 
need an army to cover to cover them.  Why can’t we have public hunting areas that have 
corn and milo growing in them?  I suppose that would raise the issue of who would plant 
and harvest the grain, but still there has to be a way. 
 
I don’t claim to have any long-term solutions for this problem and you might even be tired 
of listening to whiners like myself.  In the end, it all takes money and any increase in 
public hunting areas, or areas with feed on them would mean a huge increase in hunting 
licenses and hunting is expensive enough the way it is.  If licenses were going to 
increase, I would say the non-residents should foot most of that bill as they apparently 
have plenty of money to spend. 
 
Thanks for taking the time to read this.  I truly hope that an acceptable solution is found.  
The history of our heritage is riding on it.  Sincerely. 

 
1488 Great sport – keep it alive. 

 
1498 I spent more days pheasant hunting this year than any other.  My dogs and I had a ball.  I 

would like to see GF&P expand their Game Production Areas around Oral, SD for west 
river pheasant hunters.  As far as I’m concerned, you guys are doing an excellent job.  
Yours truly. 
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1499 Please ban road hunting!  There are many violators and it is becoming a way of life for 

non-resident hunters, and landowners are being taken advantage of. 
 
1503 Often I’m busy still farming (harvesting) during the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season, so time for traveling to the eastern part of the state is a problem.  Would love to 
have the time, but . . . some day . . .! 

 
1507 My father and brother are still on the family farm.  Despite their attempts to “farm for 

pheasants” the population of birds in Mellette County has continued to decline.  I hunt 
only private land and this continual reduction of bird is troublesome.  I have seriously 
debated giving up pheasant hunting because of my frustrations the past several years 
with finding birds.  If it weren’t for my dogs loving it so much, I would have already quit! 

 
1508 Driving up and down a road isn’t hunting no matter what you’re hunting!  The farmers see 

an out-of-county license place and say “no” or want to charge you $50 or $100.  I can put 
a 230-lb. hog in the freezer for less than $100.  Why pay that for 3 birds?  Farmers that 
have out-of-state hunters staying with them for a fee, take those hunters to public 
shooting areas that are near their ground; they stake the public first, then after they hunt 
the public, they go to their own land.  How about no out-of-state hunters on public 
ground?  Why do I have to pay so much to go out of state to hunt and those that come 
here pay so little?  If you charge more, you would lose some, but those coming would 
make up for what you lost, and more in-state hunters would get a chance.  

 
1527 My biggest fear is that us non-wealthy local guys won’t be able to hunt and that my 

grandchildren will never get to enjoy pheasant hunting in South Dakota.   I think there 
should be a law that does not allow anyone to charge money in any way, shape or form 
for the purpose of taking state owned game.  The wildlife in South Dakota is owned by us 
resident South Dakotans and not the greedy landowners.  

 
1531 I think we should cut down the number of out-of-state licenses and days to 5 only for 

$100.  Down by the Tea, SD, a farmer has a sign and they do patrol the road.  I don’t 
misuse the law, but I think I have rights also.  We tell about all the arrests we make, 
which is okay, but what percentage is that for the number of hunters.  I don’t think it’s 
right that the farmers put cattle next to the road in small pens so you can’t shoot.  If I 
break the law, then arrest me, but don’t put me in with the lawbreakers.  I also know that 
there are a lot of nice farmers.  I know of farmers that charge $30 a bird; I didn’t think 
they could do that since they didn’t raise them.  I think out-of-state hunters should have 
only so many days and then no more, not the whole hunting season.  I think if we start 
from the first weekend until the middle of November or the first week in November; then 
open it up for resident hunting only, you would get more support from residents.  I think 
something could be worked out with both sides.  Do we have any city people on the 
boards?  Sometimes I don’t think the average person is represented very well on these 
boards. 
 

1536 You GF&P types might not believe this, but the average west river bird and deer hunter 
really believes the commissioners, the governor, the Department of Tourism, the rich 
business owners ARE actively engaged in eliminating hunting for the average, non-
connected resident of west river South Dakota.  Oh yeah, your great WIA’s that are all 
mowed and baled.  If you aren’t related directly to a landowner or he owes you, there is 
no access to private land.  The constant promotion of our wildlife has conditioned 
landowners to expect cash for access, nothing less!  Harding County is an excellent 
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example.  Anywhere you have any concentration of higher than average pheasant 
numbers it’s the same.  You don’t have to believe me, just go ahead and park your SD 
GF&P uniform and vehicle, and knock on some doors where you aren’t personally known 
and see what kind of access you can get without dropping names and cash.  Upset and 
mad, you bet I am.  I’m actively being robbed of my culture and heritage so somebody 
else can get rich off what is supposed to belong to all of us.  You talk big about taking 
kids hunting; well what’s the point unless you are rich, because opportunities and areas 
to achieve this are just getting fewer for the average income South Dakotan.  South 
Dakota does need growth, but prostituting our wildlife so the rich get richer and the rest of 
us get robbed isn’t right. 
 

1548 I worry about the effects of pen-raised birds on our wild birds.  CWD seems to be more 
prevalent in captive herds.  It seems logical that the same could happen with pen-raised 
birds.  Genetics of pen-raised could also cause problems with interbreeding with wild 
birds.  I am lucky to have a non-fee place to hunt.  Most of my friends are not so lucky.   

 
There is a different attitude from hunters hunting on a fee basis, i.e., no support of local 
farmers or local communities except for dollars spent.  The local soup feed where we 
always eat on Saturday night no longer has the support it used to.  Fee hunters pick up 
their birds and head to the bar. 
 

1560 I really like the Walk-In Areas, because without them, a lot of people would not have a 
place to hunt.  My experience is that you have to know someone to find any other place 
to hunt. 
 

1561 I did go hunting several times this year, but not in South Dakota, but North Dakota.  
Reason; land access to good hunting. 

 
1566 I am not opposed to non-resident hunters, but they come here with monies the average 

resident doesn’t have.  Use it to close down private farms (because the resident farmer 
needs the money) stranding the resident, who year around spends more in tax dollars 
and personal spending to support South Dakota’s economy, yet is delegated to less and 
less of South Dakota lands during hunting season.  Yes, the non-resident dollars is 
economically important, but it does not equal and is not more important to the residents 
economically contribution.  Find a way to open more of the lands non-resident enjoy, to 
the residents. 
 

1573 Thanks for your efforts!  I realize your problems! 
 

1578 Really wish that we could get pheasants going good in Butte County! 
 

1580 Pheasant hunting has been a most enjoyable sport for me, but it’s getting harder and 
harder to find land to hunt on.  Everyone wants money now to go on their land, and 
usually the only people that have that money are the non-residents. 

 
1592 Pheasant hunting has hurt all other kinds of hunting in South Dakota. 

 
1596 Farmers/landowners should have more specific requirements enforced for providing 

better habitat. 
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1620 The economic benefits of non-resident hunters; while substantial, is a short-term benefit, 

as most non-resident hunters are in the state for a relatively short time period.  The 
activities of resident hunters, and thus, the economic benefits are less intense, but most 
likely of equal or greater value.  The decrease in the number of resident hunters is 
disturbing in this regard.   

 
1632 You ought to send a survey out like this on deer hunting.  Again, what is more important, 

a non-resident who helps our economy one-week a year or a resident who helps our local 
economy 365 days a year. 

 
Pheasant hunting should be divided into two state units, just like deer hunting.  You live in 
West River; you’re a non-resident to East River.  You live in East River; you’re a non-
resident to West River.  People who live locally and support the local economy should 
always have precedence over non-local hunters.  This is especially important in big game 
license applications. 
 

1633 Keep up the good work. 
 
1638 I would like to see the resources spent on pheasants to benefit grouse (sharp-tail, prairie 

chicken, ruffed & sage) and increase opportunity for those species.  
 
1641 Not a working man’s sport anymore.    
 
1657 I have hunted elk in Wyoming in October the last three years (once as a resident and 

twice as a non-resident), but always wish I was in South Dakota hunting pheasants, 
instead (except this past fall when I got my elk and got to go pheasant hunting opening 
weekend).  I would have hunted more birds, but I had to help the state slaughter as many 
deer as possible (I had 6 tags), and no bird has ever caused $5,000 in damage to a new 
truck that I had only driven for 2 days.  Do you have a deer survey?  Because I have 
even stronger feelings about them.  Also, I never got this survey the first time.  As this is 
supposed to be anonymous, please change the address you have for this survey.  Keep 
up the good work at GF&P, and let‘s kill more deer! 

 
1660 Our family has moved to almost entirely hunting on private shooting preserve hunts.  The 

main reason for this is that in our area (western South Dakota) hunting opportunities are 
very limited and we found we could no longer find hunting opportunities in previously 
hunted areas. 

 
Increasing public hunting land with good cover and bird numbers in our area would afford 
us with better hunter opportunities. 
 

1661 2003, was the first time I have ever hunted pheasants. 
 
1666 Why don’t you just allow the residents to hunt opening weekend without all the strings 

attached to the early season? 
 
1678 I don’t think the GF&P should cater to all of these out-of-state hunters for all the different 

seasons to help these gun clubs profit.  Paid hunting is killing the sport. 
 
1680 Hunting is about money, which leaves me on the outside. 
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1681 Please do not allow what has happened to pheasant hunting, to happen to deer hunting.  

If a bill passes that allows a landowner to be able to transfer their license or in any way 
guarantees their hunters a license, there will be many ranches closed to any style of 
public hunting, both Walk-In Program and just plain asking for permission.  It is 
imperative that landowners not get the chance to get their foot in the door as far as 
controlling who gets a license.  These deer are owned by the public and should not be 
able to be sold by a landowner anymore than myself being able to walk into Fort Knox 
and take a bar of gold and sell it for my own profit.  Selling public property for private gain 
is illegal.  There are programs in place to alleviate damage that the deer do.  Perhaps a 
new program that has hunters’ sign in before entering private land would ease a 
landowner's mind, as far as any damage a hunter might do.  Thank you. 

 
1696 A lot of people are not pheasant hunting anymore because it is very difficult to get on 

land.  It’s funny that we live and pay taxes in South Dakota, yet when it comes to hunting 
and fishing we take a back-seat to out-of-staters who have already depleted their outdoor 
sports in their states.  Residents should get some advantages in their areas.  

 
1700 I feel there needs to be more opportunity for walk-in land.  My taxes go to pay the farm 

subsidies.  We should make it mandatory that if you get government payments that a 
direct percentage of your land needs to be open to walk-in hunting. 
 

1710 Good work on the road hunting laws!  Very fair and finally easy to abide by.  Thank you 
for your efforts. 
 

1711 Sorry, I didn’t get this back to you sooner.  I usually hunt pheasant over near Huron; and 
west river, but this year we had a death in the family, so it cut into my days in the field. 

 
1714 I just graduated from college at USD.  You should give me a good job for a couple of 

months. 
 

1718 Use a portion of the proceeds from out-of-state hunters to increase the number of 
pheasants in public access areas, through stocking and improving habitat.  Dozens of 
hunters come to my door because of zero success in the public areas. 
 
Increase enforcement of hunting regulations; more officers on routine patrol would help 
curb violations.  Road hunters within 660 feet of my home kill too many birds, and signs 
are posted. 
 

1722 It would be nice if the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season was a little longer.  Longer, 
by going longer into the season. 
 

1726 I do not like the new road hunting law.  I think that it is a violation of property rights when 
someone can legally hunt 20 acres of 160 acres that are privately owned.  I had several 
road hunters jump my fence with gun-in-hand to “retrieve” pheasants, and then continued 
shooting on my property.  Unfortunately, the neighbor witnesses it (not me), so I was not 
able to prosecute for trespass.  I bought the land so that I could walk it to pheasant hunt, 
not so that every Tom, Dick, and Harry road hunter could commit drive-by shootings. 
 

1728 If commercial opportunities really want to be progressive and help with resident attitudes, 
they should open up their place in the slow times to a limited number of resident hunters.  
I know the GF&P spent lots of money, man-hours, and office time to help with habitat on 
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the Krull Ranch.  Where is the return for that public GF&P money spent, now that it is a 
pen-raised chicken shooting preserve?  If money, staff time, equipment is spent, there 
should be some clause for a portion of the ground to be opened up to walk-in hunting for 
a period of time. 

 
1740 As I indicated, I am fortunate to have had the ability to purchase a half interest in a 1,760-

acre farm.  My purpose in doing so was to provide a place for my children, my friends, 
and me to hunt.  Other than the increasing value of the land, it provides no other return 
than first rate hunting of pheasants, grouse, and deer.  We have occasional antelope and 
in wet cycles super duck hunting, as well.  ‘Tis a blessing and give you an idea of how 
important it is to me.   

 
1757 CRP should be public hunting, not pay-to-hunt.  Why should the taxpayer pay for this 

land twice. 
 

1768 One of the things that I rely on for my hunting experience is to road hunt.  It seems to me 
though at times that farmers/landowners tend to treat road hunters in a very rude 
manner.  I do not own land and I do not have family that owns land.  Pretty much all of 
my hunting comes for the road.  It would be so tragic if the rules to road hunting get more 
strict.  I believe that a very high percent of hunters follow the code of ethics.  Let’s not let 
these other individuals ruin the tradition for us all.  Also, for some of these landowners, 
let’s not look at all road hunters guilty of things that they have not done.  Let’s keep that 
friendly South Dakota Charm alive and well. 
 

1784 Keep road hunting available. 
 

1786 Your first obligation as a state agency is to your fellow South Dakotans; to manage fairly 
our wildlife resources to benefit all.  I would like to see all hunters have the opportunity to 
hunt.  Since this is becoming less easy, then South Dakota residents should have 
preference.  The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season is a step in the right direction.  
Because I could not afford to keep a hunting dog for 10 months to hunt 2 months, I need 
some helpful breaks.  Use of dogs to retrieve, prevents a loss of the resource by 
recovering the downed bird. 

 
1796 The 2003 Pheasant Season, I did not participate because of health problems.  Also, had 

to put my dog down.  I bought a license anyway, because I feel we must be consistent 
with our support. 
 

1798 I really enjoyed having this sent to me.  I’ve never received one before.  It makes me feel 
(and others) that our one voice counts in the future of our hunting privileges.  Thanks a 
million. 

 
1809 Hunting is a privilege, but in South Dakota it is a traditional heritage. 

 
1814 In recent years, walking is more difficult for me.  As road hunting is in dispute and public 

areas are usually over-hunted, it has become more of a hassle to hunt.  This takes the 
enjoyment out of a casual day a field.  I usually try to find small week patches, etc. to 
send my do into. 
 

1822 Good survey. 
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1838 Cafes and motels get the benefits. 

 
1840 I just believe the hunters should be given every opportunity to hunt; whether it is 

pheasants, deer, predators, or whatever!  I’ve always opened my land (both owned and 
leased) to all hunters.  I would hope other landowners would do the same.  Thanks! 

 
1841 Thank you for the bird hunting in South Dakota, and I look forward to hunting more every 

year. 
 

1844 GF&P should split the deer season up between any-deer and doe season. 
 

1849 I am very dissatisfied with many landowning neighbors who are real embarrassing.  Two 
of my neighbors, south of Garretson, think they own the game upon the land and treat all 
hunters very negatively, to the point where it causes problems.  I have come to the 
conclusion that there are more asshole landowners than there are asshole hunters! 

 
1861 The GF&P producing public shooting areas is profoundly the greatest asset ever given to 

the resident hunter.  I suggest more food plots for public shooting areas that have none.  I 
would suppose economics would determine this. 
 

1909 I believe it’s extremely important to keep the Youth Pheasant Season separate from the 
Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season.  It gives young hunters the opportunity to learn 
and practice safe hunting in an uncrowded environment. 
 

1924 I would have participated, but I haven’t hunted pheasants for quite a few years.  In my 
area, they are just now starting to repopulate, and I just as soon let them go for now. 
 

1936 It is getting very difficult to find private land that you can hunt on without paying a fee.  I 
know non-resident hunters are important economically, but they are probably the main 
reason hunting is difficult.  I don’t have a solution.  Thank you. 
 

1938 I’ve never paid to hunt – never will! 
 
1939 I was raised on a farm.  My dad and brother own farmland to hunt on.  I hunt on Walk-In 

Areas in other counties.  You could extend the resident-only to 5 – 7 days. 
 

1952 I once was a landowner, but sold to retire in town.  I have lived here all my life and I know 
what it’s like to have a good population.  It’s very rare to see one now, along the roads. 
 

1966 I would like to see more Game Production Areas and stocked lakes, south of Sioux Falls.  
There is hunters/fishermen living south of Sioux Falls. 
 

1979 If farmers and ranchers are getting CRP payments and openly advertise land to hunt at a 
price.  I know people that have bought land and lease it or have organized hunting at a 
price.  They figure it will pay for itself in 10 years or less.  If this continues the way it is I 
will quit hunting within 5 years or less.   

 
I’m just glad I don’t have any children.  I would hate the thought of telling a son or 
daughter that hunting has become far too expensive for us to do, or can’t find any ground 
to hunt. 
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Most non-residents will pay what ever it takes to come here hunting.  I think it’s terrible 
that non-resident hunters out number resident hunters.  All pheasant hunting has gotten 
to be is big business. 
 
The day is coming soon when my guns just sit in the gun rack to look at, and that is a sad 
situation. 

 
2007 Good survey and questions. 
 
2014 I quit because of steel shot on public areas. 
 
2020 Qualification for answering Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 

I began hunting pheasants in South Dakota’s Beadle County as a fourteen-year-old 
resident in 1938.  Fourteen and fifteen year olds were not required a license.  My first 
license was purchased in 1940.  The cost was $1.00; a day wages during harvest.  From 
1940-1941, I hunted as a resident.  Did not hunt in 1942.  1943-1945, I hunted on a “free” 
license provided to resident military personnel who were on furlough or leave.  1946-
1947, I hunted as a resident.  These were the best years ever!  1948-1962, I hunted as a 
non-resident due to college years and employment.  During this period, 16 non-resident 
licenses were purchased.  I was a resident for 1 year in this period.  1963-1972, my 
employer transferred me to Sioux Falls, and I hunted as a resident for 9 happy years.  
1972-1999, I hunted as a non-resident due to another transfer by my employer.  
Purchased 28 consecutive non-resident licenses.  2000, I moved back to Sioux Falls, but 
was required to buy a non-resident license due to 90-day resident requirement.  2001-
2003, I hunted as a resident.  Happy days are here again!  Thank you for sending me this 
survey. 
 

2026 I started hunting pheasants in South Dakota 60 years ago with my dad.  I was born and 
raised in the Dell Rapids area.  My dad’s fondest memories and me were hunting 
pheasants together.  We couldn’t wait for hunting season to open each year so we could 
go road hunting, so we could share those precious hours together.  At first, I was too 
young to tromp the fields and later he was too old.  It is a South Dakota tradition that is 
shared by many.  My three sons and I are continuing that tradition and now my 
grandsons are saying, “grandpa, will you take us hunting pheasants someday?”  I don’t 
know what to tell them.  Hunting pheasants in South Dakota has changed dramatically.  It 
becomes very stressful over time to be stared at, yelled at, intimidated, and followed on 
your bank bumper trying to chase you away.  I have been told by many landowners you 
are not welcome in this area, get the hell out of here.   

 
It has all turned to money for the state, GF&P, farmers and ranchers, and many others.  
We the citizens of the State of South Dakota have rights to all roads and rights-of-ways.  
Wild game is public property under the GF&P management.  If the state does not get a 
hold on the problems this situation is going to get worse.  If road hunting ever gets closed 
down in this state, petitions will be everywhere and all the people in South Dakota will 
vote on stopping out-of-state hunting.  We have had enough hearings.  Take a stand on 
what is fair for everyone.  Pass the laws we need and enforce them.  
 

2027 We enjoy God’s creation.  Hunting is one way to do it. 
 

2034 I have hunted in South Dakota for over 40 years and this year was the worst year I can 
remember.  With road hunting becoming such an issue, it is just not worth the time going 
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out, and I cannot afford to pay the prices to hunt on private land.  I usually hunt in Tripp 
County near Winner, SD, but much of the land has been purchased by out-of-state 
hunters or the farmers charge to hunt.  Example, I usually hunt with friends from 
Minnesota on relative’s land, but over the last three years, they have purchased over 
1,500 acres and charge $150 a day to hunt.  Also on my relative’s land, the number of 
predators has all but eliminated the birds that once were in the hundreds. 
 

2042 South Dakota’s GF&P does a great job considering the difficulties facing it.  Resident 
versus non-resident hunting is a very large challenge, one that has been dealt with 
tactfully and about as well as possible.  More ideas are needed for this topic and 
unfortunately, money will be an issue.  Non-resident hunters should be able to enjoy our 
state and our state bird; I do not begrudge them that enjoyment.  However, when money 
is involved, people get bent out of shape and sometimes try to get more of it than is 
appropriate. 
 
Here is a suggestion to help resident hunters while not hurting non-resident hunters or 
private landowners.  Many landowners who charge large fees to hunt pheasants and 
other natural resources, make a point of cutting road rights-of-way and barricading 
section lines in an attempt to keep the wild game inside their land.  That practice should 
be discouraged either by charging landowners a fee for doing that or providing them an 
incentive for not cutting their rights-of-way and section lines. 
 
When harassment of “road” hunters was made illegal it was a step in the right direction, 
now mowing should be next.  Sharing a natural resources is far better than hoping to 
profit from it by hoarding it.  Good management, as practiced by the GF&P, will provide 
plenty for everyone. 
 

2046 In the resident earl hunt we should be able to hunt private land and not just public land! 
 

2054 The hunting situation is fine at this time.  I strongly feel that commercial hunting needs to 
happen on private land only.  This would leave non-landowners a place to hunt.  I 
strongly feel that resident hunters and their guests should be allowed to freely hunt roads 
for pheasants.  I agree with the current “safety zone” by livestock and occupied buildings.  
I would support a discount for former state residents on their fish/small game licenses! 

 
2069 College student at University of Kansas.  Have to come home to hunt. 

 
2074 I think commercial hunting needs to be checked for taxes.  I have had hunting 

commercial people get out of his truck with shotgun in hand; mine was in truck, south of 
Kimball, SD.  Double graded gravel road with fence across both lanes.  I think that’s 
trespassing on my right. 
 

2075 I’ve hunted pheasants a lot of years in South Dakota.  We’ve taken birds every year.  We 
don’t take an over abundance of birds.  We like a bird for the taste.  If things don’t change 
for the better, I’m giving up hunting.  There are getting to be so many restrictions to 
pheasant hunting.  The average hunter doesn’t know where he stands when it comes to 
pheasant hunting.  How can an average hunter afford a lawyer because some landowner 
wants to throw the book at you because you shot a pheasant and it dropped on his land?  
I’m not going to go through the hassle.  I’ve got to know where I stand when it comes to 
hunting.  What ever happened to the days when you could shoot a bird from the road and 
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go and pick it up.  That’s all I want; some plain and simple rules on what I can and can’t 
do. 

 
2081 I really like the “Walk-In Program”, especially for hunting antelope.  Please continue to 

promote out-of-state hunters. 
 

2085 I would like to see more resident hunting land set-aside for resident hunting.  Maybe the 
state could set aside more non-resident hunting funds to buy up even more land that 
would be open to more hunting by residents hunting before all resident quit hunting 
because there is no place to hunt.  I have never paid to hunt and never will, but my son 
does not hunt because there is so much posted land leased to out-of-state hunters.  It 
also isn’t all the non-residents who lease the land for hunting.  There are other rich folks 
who also lease land for their hunting only.  Pheasant hunting should not be a “bought and 
paid for” sport.  The regular hard working resident may not be able or willing to pay for 
hunting and there should be a place for that resident hunter, too.  Thanks for letting me 
express myself, a lifelong South Dakota resident. 
 

2092 I went hunting with a group once and we never got to shoot at any pheasants.  I don’t 
plan to go again. 
 

2094 The out-of-state hunters are a great economic attribute to the state.  I just feel they are 
running the residents out of a place to hunt.  Maybe we should limit the amount of 
licenses we put out. 
 

2101 It is important for South Dakota’s economy to have out-of-state hunters; they come with 
lots of money . . . but more and more hunters are not hunting because of more out-of-
state hunters.  Its kind of a no win situation.  I have hunted since I was twelve.  My friends 
have quit because of 1) out-of-state hunters; 2) most will not pay for hunting, and 3) lots 
of land available, but too big of areas to hunt without dogs and only 2 – 3 guys (not 
everybody want to hunt with 10 – 20 guys or gals). 

 
The trend will continue . . . less in-state hunters . . . more out-of-state hunters.  
Sometimes “bigger isn’t always better.”  I hunt because of the thrill.  A chance to be 
outside and see all the beauty South Dakota has to offer; friends and family get together.  
I have taught my kids to “bag a bird” is great; but it’s the other “things” the hunt offers that 
is most important. 
 

2117 I usually only take time to hunt pheasants while I’m waiting for waterfowl to migrate 
through in late fall or I see some while I’m out duck hunting.  Very seldom do I make a 
day or weekend to hunt just pheasants.  If we have a so-called bad hatch year or the 
population of birds are down, especially in certain areas, shouldn’t the limits be reduced 
in those areas?  Look at the fishing regulations.  For example, Waubay Lake gets 
hammered with fishing pressure, now over time the limit gets decreased, what about 
pheasants?  Still see and hear a lot of resentment from farmers/landowners towards 
pheasant hunters, especially with Sioux Falls plates on our vehicles. 

 
2132 It’s sad to see how expensive it has become. 
 
2141 Hunting is over, as we knew it to be.  The landowners and outfitters have taken over the 

sport, for the sake of money and their greed.  It’s all commercial now, and I’m sorry to say 
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the GF&P have sided right in with them, instead of the real sportsmen.  So, I for one 
among many am finished with trying to hunt.  Thank you. 

 
2177 Don’t know what the cost of a non-resident pheasant license is, but my guess would be if 

we had that many non-resident hunters hunting that it’s not enough!  Increase the cost of 
non-resident licenses and reduce the number of incoming non-resident pheasant hunters.  
The result should be greater pheasant availability for the resident hunter.  The negative 
impact would be on the associated industries such as guide services, hotel/motel 
industry, sporting goods stores, and food services.  Should this impact be deemed to 
great to place a hotel/motel surcharge on rooms during the non-resident pheasant 
season?  I’m sure the other industries would find a way to make-up the lost revenues with 
the possible exception of some of the guide services, but even they could diversify more.  
Thanks for allowing me to submit these comments! 

 
2178 Contrary to what many ranchers and farmers think, the GF&P must have the ability to 

acquire additional land for public hunting!  These people have one interest and that is 
their pocket book.  Also, I found many Walk-In Areas with cattle grazing.  South Dakota 
Pheasant Hunting is a historic tradition that is fading fast because of ranchers and 
farmers who want to control access to lands for their betterment. 

 
2181 I am fortunate to have the opportunity to hunt on private land without this option; it would 

be difficult to hunt due to limited public hunting areas.  Many of the Walk-In Areas that 
were available 10 years ago are no longer available. 

 
Out-of-state hunters pump a lot of money into the South Dakota communities, however 
many of the landowners are charging excessive rates to hunt their private lands.  This is 
gradually taking away the opportunities that were available to local hunters years ago.  I 
am not surprised to see that the out-of-state hunters now out number the in-state hunters.  
It is a trend that will progressively grow as the years pass by.  
 

2187 Our party of four found Walk-In Areas non-productive due to large size and heavy/tall 
grass.  This result is wasted taxpayer money.  CRP provides better hunting due to shorter 
grass and irregular shaped fields.  Since we taxpayers are paying the landowner for this, 
why can’t it be treated as public land? 

 
2192 As stated in the survey, I feel we have ample public land, but much of it is worthless for 

pheasant or partridge habitat.  We need to dig-up, tool bar strips of the grassy areas and 
re-sow to sweet clover.  Sweet clover is the best habitat for upland game birds.  I have 
seen a good number of birds survive very intense winters by having access to sweet 
clover bushes.  Also, excellent for nesting.  Regards. 

 
2196 Please keep the road hunting option alive for South Dakota resident hunters.  It may be 

our only option in the future as more farmers and ranchers “go commercial” with their 
hunting businesses.  Without a “less restrictive” road hunting law, commercial hunting will 
eventually put an end to what I feel should be a right of South Dakota residents: South 
Dakota Pheasant hunting! 

 
2197 I think that non-resident hunters should take a mandatory safety class, maybe not every 

year, but every five or so.  This past 2003 hunting season, I was hunting a public walk-in 
area in Beadle County with other members of my family, including my black lab, Twitch, 
who is always clearly marked with an orange collar and field flag.  She was no farther 
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than 10 – 15 feet from me doing her job flushing a bird, when a non-resident to my right 
about 20 – 25 yards shot way too low, almost hitting my dog by inches!  After running to 
her side, making sure she was o.k., the older gentleman walked over and took the bird 
from her mouth with NO acknowledgement or apology to me or her and turned his back 
and ran to catch up with his group.  To me this is inexcusable and should be addressed 
as soon as possible.  Having non-residents take a simple safety class, in my opinion, is 
not that much to ask and would make everyone in the field much safer.  Thank you. 

 
2202 I, like many South Dakotans was raised on a farm, attended a public university, and have 

been forced to move to a larger town or city to earn a competitive income.  I am currently 
in the process of purchasing my first home in suburban Sioux Falls.  My father owns our 
family land near Brandt, SD, and someday I hope to be a landowner along with my five 
siblings. 

 
Every autumn, pheasant season provides my family and countless others an opportunity 
to gather in rural America and enjoy the outdoors like generations have before us.  I 
commend the State of South Dakota for all the conservation efforts, expanding Walk-In 
Areas, public lands, and the resident-only 3-day season. 
 
The pheasant hunting tradition South Dakota has is like no other.  In my family alone, 
relatives from Texas, Alaska, Nebraska, and Illinois make the pilgrimage to South Dakota 
each fall.  As a lifetime resident, I strongly encourage conservation efforts to increase in 
the state to enable this great tradition to continue. 
 

2228 I love to hunt as a resident in our state.  We have plenty of time to hunt, but frankly if you 
are not a landowner or willing to pay money to hunt a farmers land, you don’t get to hunt 
as much as I would like.  It would be great to see more public land open to hunt. 
P.S.  I have had a lot of fun over the years, but every year seems I hunt less and less.  
Thanks. 

2244 Suggestions: 1) open shooting hours at 10:00 a.m. starting day one, 2) the main reason 
myself and other residents will quit hunting is harassment by landowners, and 3) the state 
and small towns do not seem to understand the economic benefit of Sioux Falls hunters.  

 
2253 At 73 years of age, I have never totally closed my land to hunting, but if you are not a 

member of NRA, don’t even bother to ask!  In September or October of 2002, I called the 
SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks to offer for sale 3,000+ acres in northern Clark 
County, including the famed Mallard Slough.  He was out of the office (must have been 
Friday), but the recorder said he’d get back to me.  I’m still waiting!  Please send copy of 
complete report. 

 
2255 Stop all “road rights-of-ways” hunting. 
 
2268 If it wasn’t for the GF&P, we would not have any land to hunt on.  I only wish more food 

plots were planted.  The Walk-In Areas are of great benefit.  Pay-to-hunt is becoming too 
big of a business. 

 
2271 License fees provide money for habitat and public areas. 
 
2281 In my opinion, I have no objection to non-resident hunters, provided there numbers are 

limited and the time of the season they are allowed to hunt is set with local hunters being 
favored.  I for one, will stop hunting in South Dakota altogether if road-ditch hunting is 
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closed or restricted any further.  My impact on South Dakota by stopping my hunting 
activity will be gas stations, cafes, sporting goods dealers, and the loss of revenue to the 
State of South Dakota by me not purchasing a license.  “Think of that”.  I am only one of 
many who feel this way. 

 
2303 Make the early season for private and public land for local people. 
 
2312 I feel that regarding road hunting if a bird is shot down on private land a hunter should be 

able to retrieve it with their gun with them because too many birds are crippled and lost 
because a hunter cannot retrieve them with his gun with him. 

 
2313 In this past season I have seen more birds than ever and since I’m a bad shot, I had 

more chances to get a bird.  See you next season. 
 
2321 The farmers should not be able to charge for hunting birds; they belong to all South 

Dakotans. 
 
2331 The overall idea of early season hunts is a very good idea.  The amount of out-of-state 

hunters is becoming a bigger scare every year.  My good friend and I release breed hens 
and pen-raised birds every year, just trying to keep the population up.  This year was the 
best year I can ever remember for northeastern South Dakota, and even though the out-
of-state pressure is not what it is south and west, we had paid hunting here for the first 
time ever, so the possibilities for it is here.  I enjoy taking my dog out in the field and hunt 
and I will continue to do so as long as I can. 

 
2332 I don’t think the money that out-of-state hunters bring in is more important than a South 

Dakota way of life.  Local families and friends have traditions that are being affected by 
non-resident hunters.  The state should look out for residents first, but that is ignored 
because of all the money that comes into the state.  I have seen too many non-residents 
show disrespect and trespass; and because they throw money around, they act like they 
own the place and can do whatever they want. 

 
2339 The problems that road hunters' create with landowners, s the number one reason that 

hunters have trouble getting on private land.  Road hunting breeds bad feelings and 
makes it harder to get permission. 

 
2341 I currently live on Lake Cochrane (Deuel County).  I have been on the lake in one way or 

another since 1954.  As much as I don’t agree with some things going on in the area, 
South Dakota seems to have a reasonably good grip on the pheasant-hunting situation.  
Yours truly. 

 
2351 After the 1st two weeks you don’t see people hunting.  I find all places to hunt and farmers 

even ask me if I want to hunt their land.  Lots of nice farmers, but some real a**holes out 
there, too.  I get from one to two birds a day and some days three, but I see lots 
everyday.  I got a doe and he like to hunt.  I give most birds away.  Have a nice year. 

 
2353 The biggest thing I have against farmers and ranchers is they have the opportunity to 

charge for hunting on their land, and get good money for it.  Yet, they want to take away 
our road hunting.  I’m beginning to think they don’t want any resident hunters, just out-of-
state for their own selfish reasons, and that I don’t have any time for. 
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2362 I think that the Game, Fish and Parks should have to answer more to the legislature and 

be under more control with their budget like other state agencies. 
 
2369 It has been a great family sport for my 6 brothers and 3 sons, 4 grandchildren (male) and 

4 granddaughters don’t hunt.  We now have my brothers’ sons coming once in awhile.  
Great family fellowship!  We have a pheasant feed at the end of the opener, 4th day for all 
the family! 

 
2388 I feel that our GF&P are doing an excellent job in what they are doing.  I belong to 

Pheasants Forever and believe in supporting our wildlife, yet we see the “out-of-stater” 
coming in and abusing what we have done or what we have.  Much of the land around 
where we hunt has been turned into game farms and we don’t see how this is benefiting 
anyone but the owner and the person wealthy enough to come and pay to hunt.  Thanks. 

 
2396 I bought a license, but was not a serious hunter.  I probably walked 2 or 3 road ditches 

and had one shot; missed.  In my driving around though, I thought bird numbers were 
more than adequate. 

 
2401 I love to hunt pheasant and have since I was in high school, and back then the population 

was way down.  I enjoyed walking the fields with my friends and just hanging out with 
them doing the man thing.  However today, I still love hunting with my sand and his 
buddies, teaching them the responsibilities of handling a gun and becoming a safe 
hunter.  I’m fortunate to have private land where I can go and not have to worry about 
hunters.  As a hunter/farm kid growing up in Aurora County, Wilmarth Lake was my 
favorite spot, but now I think GF&P needs to release a few birds.  Not only at Wilmarth 
Lake, but also in all public spots to keep pheasant hunting in South Dakota strong, and 
not only for the adults, but for the youth hunters as well.  

 
2402 The way I look at it the GF&P has totally ruined the fishing on the Missouri River with out-

of-state greed, and pheasants are next.  Our grandchildren just as well move out-of-state.  
Like I say, we farm 11,000 acres and will not allow no more hunting on our land.  Plus, try 
getting corn out and down any road with the insane road hunting.  When they have it all, 
then we can go back to work.  

 
2406 Sorry, I didn’t complete the most of this form, as I’m a hunting guide and work with all out-

of-state hunters.  Thanks.  
 
2410 I believe, unless the Game, Fish and Parks Department doesn’t quit allowing the out-of-

state hunters to gain more and more licenses, both pheasant and waterfowl, that there 
will be no resident hunting.  I do not believe that every farm should be allowed to hold 
licenses for hunting lodges or camps.  They also lease all the good land to keep residents 
out.  I have also seen calf shelters put next to road and goats tied to them to beat the law.  
One area like this, is just 4 or 5 miles southwest of Mitchell, SD.  This hunting situation is 
getting to be nothing but a situation where greed rules.  This is farmers, rancher, and 
GF&P Department.  

 
2418 In my opinion, I think something has to be done about getting a handle on the out-of-state 

hunters as far as their hunting ethics.  They don’t care if someone is in a field; they get 
out and walk right in front of another party.  This last year I was out duck hunting on 
opening day of the pheasant-hunting opener.  I got back to my vehicle by 11:30 a.m. on 
purpose because I was on a Waterfowl Production Area, and about 11:00 a.m., I could 
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see hunters lining up on all four sides of the property.  I just knew this was not going to be 
good.  So, I sat in my vehicle to watch all the hunters walk toward each other; and when 
they all got to the middle there was confusion, because they were all from different 
hunting parties.  This I know because, out of 15 vehicles, there were 6 different state 
plates. 

 
2422 I was reluctant to this survey.  I am a conservative who believes the government has too 

much involvement in my life.  I worry that this survey only aids in the effort. 
 
2429 I planted hundreds of thousands of trees, switch grass, left alfalfa until July, and had 

water and nesting.  I also, raised Canada Geese and released about 500 or more in 15 
years.  I love wildlife, but keep some for the residents and not just the rich. 

 
2434 I believe that a number of out-of-state folks who have bought land in this state, have 

turned these areas into private hunting areas.  Very little of the big dollars are staying in 
this state.  We have a large hunting (private) area near this area, and he charges $500 
dollars a day to hunt.  Pays $5.00 bucks an hour to laborers that work there because 
there are no other jobs in the area, then mails the rest of the money back to California.  
Again, the local guys get the shaft. 

 
2437 Seems to me that landowners pay taxes to the middle of the road.  No shooting off-road 

for big game (good deal).  Why not pheasant hunters, also?  How many states allow this 
type of hunting; two, maybe three?  Not many people know what 660 feet is, or I should 
say could care less.  I have no problems with: 

 
1. Handicap hunters; 
2. Senior Citizens; and 
3. Disabled hunters. 

 
You have a long way to go on.  Shooting off-road with (for) big game in eastern South 
Dakota.  I think most wardens will say the same thing (the old 4x4), the sight to see.  
Some poor sap walking and a bunch of guys circling the section, like an eagle waiting to 
jump what gets up. 
 
It tickles me when people will pay $60,000 or more for a cars or trucks, $20,000 for boats, 
$5,000 for a fishing trip to Canada, and $100,000 to $200,000 for a home, but pay for a 
little hunting in old South Dakota tradition; never had to before, what pay!  
 

2448 I feel I don’t have the birds I should due to owls and chicken hawks.  By my place here, I 
do have some pheasants because there are no owls or chicken hawks, but I have a half 
mile long shelter belt a half mile away; and there are no pheasants there, but there is 
owls and chicken hawks out there.  So, let’s just make it legal to shoot owls and chicken 
hawks, so we can have more pheasants.  It’s one or the other, right!   

 
Thanks for the survey.  If it wasn’t for friends from Oklahoma and Colorado, I probably 
wouldn’t hunt. 
 

2456 I don’t like out-o-state hunters. 
 
2457 Season would be even more enjoyable if I didn’t have to worry about hunters from area 

cities; driving where ever they please.  
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2478 Glad to see information being gathered on a very important subject.  Pheasants are 

South Dakota, and a natural resource.  My personal experiences with hunting have been 
very good.  Would like to see a little more effort put forth towards residential hunting 
being preserved, before we sell it off to the out-of-state hunters.  We live here, let’s 
preserve some of our resources for our local hunters and their children. 

 
2480 I feel with the Early Resident-Only and Youth  Seasons, GF&P has done a good job of 

managing the pheasant seasons. 
 
2481 In my opinion, CRP acres should be open to all if I’m paying for it; and through taxes, I 

am.  Then it is unfair to allow the landowner who receives my money to sell the rights to 
out-of-staters or keep me off the land.  Idea – open all CRP to public after the 3rd week of 
hunting. 

 
2484 This was a great season of pheasant hunting.  Thank you. 
 
2488 I think out-of-state competition is critical.  I bought a new hunting pup this year and 

debated a long time whether it would be worth it or not. 
 
2495 The only people in the rural areas seeing an economic impact are those who have 

hunting lodges.  Out-of-state hunters usually cost me approximately $500 a year for 
damaging cropland, (i.e., driving through fields and leaving ruts that I have to god disk out 
before I can plant).  The people who provide the birds, habitat, and food for them, should 
see some benefit.  I thought we were suppose to get money for roads; where is it!  What 
percent of GF&P’s budget is for that?  I will continue to chase most out-of-staters off my 
property until I see (not bars & hotels) an economic impact on my farm. 

 
2517 I feel the CRP program has benefited both farmers and pheasants.  The only problem is 

most of it is pay hunting.  Although the state has public and Walk-In Areas, we need more 
for the residents that can’t afford $150 - $500 a gun.  More opportunity needs to be given 
to those residents.  I understand non-residents have a significant economical impact on 
South Dakota, but more opportunities and land should be allowed to those who live and 
support the state. 

 
I have seen the pheasant population as well as non-pay/public land dwindle over the 
years.  I feel the GF&P is trying, but are they trying for those that can afford what is now a 
luxury, instead of an affordable/pleasurable experience.  Anymore, I would rather go 
fishing during pheasant season, when most waters are now less populated and the 
expense is still the same. 
 

2526 You need to stop letting all the out-of-state hunters from buying all the land and driving 
land prices sky high.  Let them hunt in their own damn state. 

 
2527 I believe the state should up the cost of non-resident hunting license fees, so as to 

slightly lower the number of non-resident hunters below the level of resident hunters.  
The increase may lower the number of non-residents, but the total economic benefit 
would still be about the same or even better.  They may complain some, but if they want 
to hunt in South Dakota, they will pay! 
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2528 I lease land from a rancher and do some guiding on this land.  He and I both make some 

money at it.  I released 1,350 birds this year and we shot about 800.  There are hundreds 
of people ding the same thing.  How come South Dakota GF&P makes all this money on 
licenses and other revenue, and we never hear of them releasing any birds on public 
land.  I feel they should release some birds on the land (public) that was hunted hard on 
resident-only season.  I know birds are expensive, but I feel our non-resident hunters are 
worth it.  Let’s face it, if you don’t pay in South Dakota, you don’t shoot much anymore!  
Pheasant population was way up in 2003 (136%); not only because of good habitat and 
managing public lands, but the hundreds of thousands of birds released by commercial 
hunting places. 

 
2533 The reality of 2004, is that pheasant hunting in South Dakota is mostly reserved for the 

very wealthy or those with special connections with landowners or commercial hunting 
operations.  My opinion is, that this trend will continue and will likely be evident in other 
species hunting experiences.  I don’t know whether there is anything anyone can do to 
reverse this trend other than; eventually that there will just be too few people willing to 
pay to make it practical for people to market their hunting property. 

 
2546 I think there should be a $20.000 bounty on coyotes and foxes, and a $10.00 bounty on 

coons, badgers, skunks, and opossum. 
 
2551 Need more pheasants and a lot less non-residents (at least 50% less)! 
 
2555 I don’t hunt pheasant anymore because it is too commercialized.  You just can’t hunt on a 

farmers land like the old days, but State Game & Fish will provide money for there water 
use and other things to benefit farmers.  So what good does it do the non-farmers.  If you 
want to improve pheasant hunting, open up the CRP to all hunters.  You know it’s my tax 
money that pays them.  Farmers are too money hungry for pheasant money.  I hope all 
the pheasants DIE. 

 
2561 My mother and stepfather own land in which they use and prepare solely for the 

pheasant season.  They also have a hunting lodge and a number of out-of-state groups 
that come throughout the season.  I hunt with the groups for no charge except my license 
and ammunition.  My parents make a substantial amount of money from non-residents. 

 
2563 Do not eliminate road hunting. 
 
2564 Sorry for the delay, I was out of town for 3 months. 
 
2568 If pheasant numbers continue to increase, I would like to see residents have an extended 

season into January or a 4 bird limit opening weekend. 
 
2580 I think most of the people that complain about not being able to find land to hunt on, don’t 

really have the drive to hunt.  Also, I believe that a lot of the hunters my age, that we 
have lost (don’t hunt any longer), and didn’t want to change with the times.  That being, 
go out and get permission ahead of time, use hunting dogs, and check out public ground 
and Walk-In Areas. 

 
When I was working in a car dealership in the 1970’s, these old farts (35 - 40 years old) 
would site around and talk about hunting months before opening day.  After opening day, 

 307  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Resident Comments) Appendix M 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 

I’d ask, “how was the hunt”, and half of them never even went out.  No real drive; that is 
part of the problem today. 
 

2587 While I understand and respect property owners and their land rights, I find it a sad 
commentary that someone would cry about or worry about a bird being shot over their 
land after crossing the fence. 

 
To all the whining landowners, I would like them to see the whole picture from someone 
else’s shoes.  For example, CRP – my tax dollars give them CRP payments, so that they 
can keep me off the land and also, lease out hunting rights to wealthy hunters; 
essentially, getting paid twice to not work the land.  Just an example to point out that it is 
all perspective, we should all try to look at it from the other guy’s shoes. 
 

2604 It is important to provide hunting opportunities for the locals.  That is getting tougher all 
the time.  I have private land and try to invite out as many local people as possible.  I do 
not charge people to hunt.  In fact, in the future I may ask them to make a donation to a 
charity when they come to hunt my land.   

 
2613 I feel that I should be able to get a landowner preference for a deer license because I 

own 8 ½ quarter sections of land.  You say I got to farm 160 acres to get first chance, so 
why is that?  When we did farm I was to young, so why can’t I make up that time. 

 
2629 I’m a big fan of hunting pheasant, turkey, and deer.  But my real passion is fishing.  We 

are very blessed with out outdoor opportunities.  I do find myself very frustrated with the 
large number of out-of-state fishermen.  We have excellent resources, that one being 
pillaged by out-of-state fishermen.  Prime examples can be seen at Waubay Lake and 
surrounding lakes.  This I would love to see addressed.  Thank you. 

 
2634 As a farmer, we had more hunters on our land than ever before.  Both out-of-state and 

locals without asking permission. 
 
2639 I have friends and relative that own land.  In the last few years the pay-to-hunt has gotten 

way out of hand.  My own relatives are not allowed to let me hunt due to the thousands of 
dollars he received for hunting.  These guys are maybe around for 3 or 4 weeks.  I think 
pay-to-hunt should be left for game farms.  Non-residents may bring in a lot of money, but 
your residents are here year around.  Out-of-staters have wrecked our fishing, now their 
wrecking our hunting as well. 

 
2642 I think the people at GF&P do a great job of the management of all hunting and fishing in 

South Dakota.  Thank you for your efforts. 
 
2645 I live in Aberdeen and I don’t own any land.  I have two children under the age of five, so 

they can’t walk the fields, but they like going with their dad, hunting.  So, I like taking 
them road hunting, but it seems to me that the state wants to take that privilege away 
from us too. 

 
I know the state makes a lot of money from out-of-state hunters, but you need to find 
ways to make both sides happy.  I don’t have an answer, but it sure looks like the out-of-
staters gets the better of the two sides.  Road hunting is about the only way residents get 
to hunt in this state and you guys sure seem to want to take that away from us too! 
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2673 Personally, I feel so called “road hunting” should be outlawed.  The people I see road 

hunting aren’t'’ doing it legally.  Most of them shoot at anything in range, regardless if it’s 
on private property or not.  I used to let people hunt on my land.  That is until gates were 
left opened, fences cut, and crops driven on.  NEVER AGAIN! 

 
2677 I did not pheasant hunt this year because of health reasons. 
 
2683 Farmers are getting from $100 to $200/day per gun.  The out-of-staters can and do pay it.  

We South Dakotans really won’t pay it and most of us will not beg our friends to release 
the land to us for less.  If I owned land, I would also rent hunting privileges to out-of-
staters.  The only way to reduce out-of-state hunters is to charge more, but this prevents 
our sons and grandsons from coming home to hunt. 

 
2685 It seems to me that this study is a waste of our money . . . lower permit costs. 
 
2696 Farmers are getting rid of section lines.  This hurts locals and out-of-staters.  These 

places used to be great free places to hunt. 
 
2718 I do not believe hunting preserves should be legal.  Why do they get such an extended 

hunting season?  Do they really provide much economic benefit to South Dakota?  The 
hunters hunt on preserves that have the lodging and meals.  These hunters are not 
visiting the local towns and re-distributing their wealth.  The only people making money 
are the owners of the preserves.  Is it really hunting to be shooting these pen-raised 
birds?  Why don’t they start shooting chickens.  It is about the same challenge. 

 
2729 The hunters drive on sections in wet weather and my dad and I have to bounce over the 

ruts all winter. 
 
2737 My daughter is a college student who hunted pheasants one time in 2002, and none in 

the other years listed.  She received a survey and returned to graduate school in Duluth, 
MN.  As with many things, she asked me to fill it out for her.  So I did, should it be helpful 
to GF&P in any way.  If not and you toss it, no problem.  The questionnaire gave me 
good food for thought.  Keep up the good work. 

 
2741 I would really like to see the food plots (more of them) around the public hunting grounds.  

Milo and sunflowers around; the cover would keep the birds from going onto private land. 
 
2754 This survey was sent out twice, a waste of money.  Why not send out the survey 

electronically.  Use a web site and ask all hunters.  Those who fill out the survey would 
be the ones who want to help.  Maybe you could offer some incentive or gift for the 
completion of the survey.  Also, being don online would allow the survey to be 
automatically tallied up.   

 
How about scoring of pheasants?   
- largest 
- longest tail feather 
- spur 

 
2770 Need more CRP land with grass for nesting.  Nesting cover is very poor since it came 

out. 
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2775 I appreciate the option to give comments.  I’m sure most of your returned comments from 

resident hunters are somewhat negative.  For GF&P to take the time to listen to these 
comments is great.  Do you plan on sending out a survey like this on deer hunting in 
South Dakota?  Thank you. 

 
2787 The pheasant population has really depleted in Bennett County since I was a kid.  I feel 

the State of South Dakota and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife has done very little to help 
improve the pheasant population.  This is a sad state of affairs. 

 
2789 I’ve hunted pheasants since I was 10 - 12 years old.  I have seen lots of changes in 

hunting.  We have had good hunting in the past.  Only the last 2 - 3 years, there have 
been no pheasants.  Maybe it’s the dry years, as all the water holes are dry, not good.  I 
believe it will come back when we get out of this dry cycle.  They blame the decline in 
birds on the predators, but I’ve seen predators back in the 40’s and 50’s, as many as 
today, and we had good hunting.  But west river just don’t compare to east river, no cover 
and no feed.  I believe that spraying crops and weeds, and all things combined, have 
taken care of our pheasants. 

 
2806 Pheasant hunting is a great sport that has become a business, but so has everything 

else.  I go to Sioux Falls 5 to 8 times a year and not once have I got to go golfing or 
shopping for free.  Quit listening to those angry, miserable, jealous people from Sioux 
Falls.  They may have the largest population, but they don’t represent the values and 
ideals of the rest of South Dakota.  They can learn to pay to hunt, just like we learned 
there’s nothing free in Sioux Falls.  They choose where to live; it’s time for them to live 
with their choices in life, just like the rest of us do. 

 
2828 People must sometimes tamper with or remove walk-in signs for selfish reasons, but 

there seems to be little effort made to keep signage current.  I know of one walk-in area, 
which has had no signs at all for years, if my memory is correct. 

 
The only other comment I have is that a lot of us older folks like to be able to drive out in 
the country alone for an hour in the evening to shoot a pheasant along a gravel road, 
occasionally without going through the hassle of organized pheasant hunting.  
 

2833 Since I live in Rapid City, I have to travel east several hours to find good pheasant 
hunting.  For that reason, west river public hunting areas are typically crowded, many 
times with non-residents.  Last fall, I hunted a walk-in area south of Mitchell with family 
and friends on the residents-only weekend, and was very surprised that the area was not 
too crowded, which leads me to believe that non-residents are probably the main reason 
for overcrowding.  We had a great hunt, and I would really like to see the “residents-only 
weekend” continue.  How about a residents-only week? 

 
2841 I do not like the way Walk-In Areas are, especially around the Philip and Winner areas.  

Pheasants do not like places with no grass, trees, water, or food.  If you pay these people 
to let the public hunt, then they need to provide the environment for it.  Public lands are a 
joke! 

 
2846 Thanks for everything you do! 
 
2851 Not enough or very, very little small game on many of the Walk-In Areas (west river).  

Disappointed with the lack of game in WIA’s.  Don’t use them anymore. 
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2855 I have never hunted pheasants. 
 
2869 Someone should study the number of birds that die from being wounded by steel shot.  I 

believe that number would far exceed the number of birds (ducks, pheasants, and geese) 
that used to die from lead poisoning.  The steel shot advocates would probably oppose 
that study.  I know a lot of people that have stopped hunting because of all the additional 
regulations and how some lack common sense.  I know almost no one that will hunt 
ducks anymore and more are stopping hunting geese because of over-regulation, steel 
shot, etc. 

 
2872 I’ve hunted birds ever since I was a kid with my dad, starting with a Western Field 410 

and have had the best memories of my life.  I love to hunt birds, but it has become all 
about money and it burns me up when the farmer thinks he owns all the pheasants when 
the federal government and other tax money supports him, and then he has his hand out 
when you ask him permission to hunt!  Plus, he gets a subsidy check; that’s a wrong 
program.  The local resident is screwed unless he has big money for 3 birds. 

 
2875 It is unfortunate when you drive up to public land and it is all grazed over.  It is not right 

that the farmer/rancher gets paid for public land and leaves no cover for hunting! 
 
2878 I have hunted pheasants in South Dakota for most of 73 years. 
 
2879 I’d like to comment on Question 28.  The reason I feel the way I do is; before an in-state 

hunter could hunt about anywhere without being charged if you would go up to a 
landowner and ask.  Now due to all the big money coming from out-of-state everyone 
wants to cash in on pheasants (including the state).  I feel this is going to wreck the 
younger kids hunting.  Due to this, it’s way out of control and too commercial.  Different 
rules should not apply to these so-called game farms.  Someone needs to take charge or 
the hunting in South Dakota will be all over.  I don’t see this getting managed right. 

 
2898 Really enjoy hunting pheasants and I’m glad there are good preserves in this area, as I 

don’t have the time or money to go east and hunt. 
 
2907 I usually hunt on my father’s land with a dozen or so out-of-staters that have been coming 

(or their families) for over 20 years, usually for 2 – 3 days and that is the only pheasant 
hunting we do. 

 
2908 It has taken years to develop, but hunting pheasants in South Dakota has become BIG 

BUSINESS DOLLARS for those landowners holding major populations (central and east 
river).  The state cannot compete (with privately held lands) because they don’t have 
enough good public land to offer and cannot secure enough walk-in properties in the 
areas where the major bird congregations are productive.   

 
The lack of available good hunting properties . . . and the blame of this situation is not 
one belonging to either the resident or non-resident hunters, based on which is more or 
less in number.  Hunters are not to be pitted one against the other, as this might suggest.   
 
Rather, the blame should be on the state itself . . . for allowing private property owners to 
charge a fee for trespass, which equates to a private charge, paid to take state game.  If 
the state owns the game and sells a license to hunt that game, the private property 
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owners retains only the right to say YES or say NO, but is not entitled to enrichment for 
saying NO!  If the state compensated private landowners for allowing hunters to trespass 
for game . . . and cited them for charging fees (privately), the STATE would then control 
and be the only compensation that private property owners might get when allowing 
hunters to trespass.  The more hunters (resident or non-resident) . . . the more 
compensation given. 
 
No more $25, $50, or $100 per gun per day charging by private property owners, instead 
cite them for selling game!  Include with my next license . . . give me 20 tabs (tear-off) to 
give private property owners (who allow me to hunt on their property).  Charge residents 
$10 more, charge non-residents $20 more for a license, and scrap the Walk-In Program.  
Stop buying land to provide public hunting; just take control of who provides 
compensation for allowing hunters to trespass on private property in the pursuit of state 
game, if you want an even field between residents and non-residents . . . cut the grass. 

 
2932 I am not a great respondent because last year was the first time I hunted. 
 
2935 Since moving from the Aberdeen area, I have only hunted maybe 4 days a year.  Living 

in the Aberdeen area, my responses would be different than living in the Black Hills.  I 
worked for farmers and had plenty of land to hunt on.  Those same landowners, since 
that time, now have been saving their land for out-of-staters.  It is becoming a concern for 
residents.  I do think our CO’s are doing a find job, as well as the entire GF&P.  Since 
moving to the Black Hills, I have enjoyed many other outdoor activities, such as fly-fishing 
and turkey hunting.  I do miss getting to go pheasant hunting like I did years ago.  I do 
have a 13 year-old boy now who hunted this year and does plan to take in the Youth 
Season next year. 

 
2943 Non-resident hunters are making many farmers/ranchers greedy and residents are 

having to pay outrageous prices to hunt unless you have a relative or friend to hunt on 
his/her land. 

 
2944 I was a resident hunter from 1974 – 1984.  I was a non-resident 1984 – 2003 (North 

Dakota).  South Dakota needs a good non-resident plan, such as we have now.  Develop 
plans to assure long term resident hunting, but don’t penalize landowners (farmers) who 
receive income from non-resident hunters. 

 
Perhaps state owned or state leased lands be closed to commercial hunting operations, if 
too much land is posted for private operators.  Include senior citizens (65 and over) in the 
youth hunt period, while the weather is “usually” fair for hunting. 
 

2949 I believe that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season has been detrimental to the 
pheasant population on public land.  Since its inception, it has greatly reduced pheasant 
numbers on areas that I hunt, and they have not recovered.  I puts too many people on 
public land all at once, instead of spreading them out over public and private land causing 
pheasants to be hunted very hard on public land in a short period of time, which has 
greatly reduced pheasant numbers on the public land that I hunt.  Please discontinue this 
practice. 

 
2962 It is a sad day when non-resident hunters outnumber resident hunters in South Dakota.  

The pheasant license should be five days long – make the non-resident buy second 5-
day license if they want to come back a second time! 
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2963 South Dakota caters way too much to the non-resident!  The resident hunters and 

fishermen are the ones paying your paycheck.  Landowners need to understand that, 
also.  We pay taxes, as well as the landowner; we also pay for all of their subsidies that 
covers flooded and dry lands, etc.  South Dakota GF&P needs to help the resident 
sportsmen a little more than they do right now!  You ask why the non-residents 
outnumber the residents, stop and think about that for a minute, our licenses go up, but 
hunting and fishing opportunities go down!  Now who is going to pay more for less?  I 
would gladly pay more money, if there were more opportunities out there!  Quit closing 
lakes and access to residents.  If you have money you can get anything you want, is the 
way it seems to be going in South Dakota.  

 
2965 Our non-resident license fee is probably the cheapest part of the non-residents’ 

expenditure.  A lot of the non-residents pay more than $100 for a few cigars and a bottle 
of booze. 
 
Landowners that have paying guests aren’t going to let residents hunt without paying, 
irregardless if we have a 3-day resident-only or a 30-day resident-only season. 
 
The real problem, as I see it; the farmers, ranchers, and hunting preserves have a 
commercial operation.  They should be taxed accordingly on their land.  Just like the 
hardware store, grocery store, or any other business is.  Agriculture taxes are ridiculous 
anyway compared to a homeowner.  I pay about $2,500 per year in taxes to live in my 
own home.  How many farmers and ranchers in our state pay that amount of property 
tax? 
 

2976 It is obvious that the GF&P has only one real goal; MONEY!  Although this survey is on 
pheasant hunting, big game hunting is also fueled by out-of-state hunters.  When a 
resident is not allowed to hunt big game in a state they live in, so the GF&P can obtain 
out-of-state revenue, you will continue to lose resident hunters.  Should this practice 
continue, you will find that without resident support the GF&P will lose backing from us.  
Wake up and look at the big picture!  I hope in the future the top officials in the GF&P will 
need to be elected!  Until then, the decisions made by the GF&P will be based on money! 
 

2977 Thank you! 
 
2980 More residential hunting time is needed for hunting on a seasonal basis.  The cost of 

sportsmen licenses are too high in respect for the average income family member to 
afford.  The GF&P needs to work with landowners (no payment to them!) to let hunters 
have the opportunity for more hunting access to land. 
 

2987 South Dakota residents have no problem spending $30 for meals plus tips, going to a bar 
spending $20 a night for drinks, or to send someone to Pierre to scream about their 
hunting rights.  Your fees have gone up; yet when someone wants to charge for hunting 
to help offset expenses, they don’t see it that way. 
 

2989 I think the GF&P in South Dakota does an awesome job with the rules and regulations of 
whatever you’re hunting.  They are a big part of the reason it is so much fun to hunt in 
South Dakota.  Keep up the good work. 
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2994 If it wasn’t for road hunting, the South Dakota hunting numbers would be far less than the 

70,000. 
 

9002 My largest concern is access to good hunting lands.  Most federal areas are fair to poor 
for pheasant hunting.  The state needs to look at more Walk-In Areas for pheasants.  The 
2003 Hunting Atlas lists a total of 58,200 acres for what I would call the pheasant belt 
(map included).  36,100 of those acres are in Brown and McPherson counties, leaving 
22,100 acres.  The Sky Ranch in Butte County has 21,784 acres itself.  Aurora – none, 
Brule – none, Douglas – none, Charles Mix – 100, Jerauld – 522, and Lyman – 1,320.  
These numbers have to be increased.  On page 9, you state that pheasant hunting is 
important to South Dakota’s economy, how much does deer hunting contribute (non-
resident).  It doesn’t seem like the WIA acres and the deer and antelope acres are 
balanced properly.  Thank you for the attention to this issue.  
 

9003 More effort must be made to control predators on the GPA’s and WPA’s.  The ones with 
wetland and seasonal wetlands are overrun with predators and raptors.  Rather than 
buying more land the department should spend the money on taking care of what they 
have.  Many GPA’s need trees, food plots, and nesting areas. 
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Appendix N – Nonresident Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Comments for Question 5: 
5. Overall, considering your total pheasant hunting experiences for the Regular 

Pheasant Season this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were you?  
Please circle only one response. 

 
       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           

             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied
 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 

Optional Comments:  

 
ID # Comments 
 
1 People were friendly. 
 
7 I think South Dakota should do more to curb the natural predators: coyote, hawk, owl, 

etc. that prey on the pheasant population. 
 
8 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season causes the birds to be “extra wild” for us non-

resident hunters!  
 
12 GF&P in South Dakota are ludicrous in their out-of-state fees/preferences.  MN, IA . . . is 

much easier to hunt/do business with!  On-line licenses: waterfowl, deer, etc. – South 
Dakota must improve here.  Being a South Dakota resident before, I am thoroughly 
dissatisfied with non-resident hunting fees and draws! 

 
14 Had a great time, but it has changed from when I hunted as a young man.  Too many 

laws and limits.  Landowners need to loosen up a little. 
 
16 Fantastic!  I’ll be back! 
 
17 Our group did very well as a group. 
 
28 Did not like noon starting time. 
 
37 We were able to shoot 5 pheasants each day as the property where we hunted was 

considered a preserve.  This added greatly to the overall experience. 
 
50 Good crop of birds with lots of hens. 
 
52 Only problem I had was land marked Walk-In Area or CRP land because the farmer who 

owned it ran us off the property. 
 
64 We were told the percentage was up 64% in this area. 
 
76 Private fees are going up each year. 
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78 I felt like there were a lot of birds, but our guide over the past 2 to 3 years has become 

too business oriented and it takes some of the fun out of hunting. 
 
82 First visit to South Dakota, hunting.  Will make it an annual event. 
 
86 We had a great time.  Got our limit and the people are great.  We hunted Greg Peterson’s 

land in Conde, South Dakota. 
 
99 This was one of the best years we have experienced.  We have had good years and poor 

years, but we come because we enjoy your state, as well as the hunting and our friends 
who live there. 

 
101 We returned home early due to the weather, otherwise, very satisfied. 
 
109 Better than last year. 
 
111 Based on what I saw from my limited time in South Dakota, the chances for everyone 

having success in my group would have been drastically limited if we had not have had a 
guided hunt. 

 
113 Had to hunt longer to get the limit. 
 
117 One private landowner hunted with us, but he did not allow us to kill the limit including his 

3 birds.  I felt he should have included 3 birds for himself. 
 
125 Extremely dry – some fields had lots of birds.  Biggest problem – we jumped too many 

deer and the deer flushed the birds ahead of us. 
 
133 Fantastic experience.  Already planning on replay for 2004. 
 
135 Best year in 4 years. 
 
137 If you continue with your early youth hunt and resident hunt prior to non-residents, I will 

never hunt in South Dakota again.  I went to Montana after one day in South Dakota.  
Your state could learn a lot from their programs! 

 
144 Great job.  Please keep it up.  I live in Ohio and we are doing nothing. 
 
145 Even with the drought and warm temperatures, the pheasant hunting was up from last 

year. 
 
156 Pheasants everywhere; only seen two coyotes during the 10 days we were there. 
 
157 Best birds in 20+ years. 
 
162 Had unpleasant experience with landowner. 
 
173 Keep up the good work regarding pheasant management! 
 
180 It was 20 years since I was out there hunting.  Things have really changed as far as 

private land use. 
 
181 We found many of the road rights-of-way to be mowed. 
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186 Good year. 
 
187 Best year in many. 
 
191 Very expensive. 
 
195 Weather too hot – nobody’s fault. 
 
196 Hot weather. 
 
197 Great time – nice folks. 
 
201 This year was the best crop I have ever experienced including my 20 years as a resident. 
 
202 Lots of birds. 
 
204 Best season ever! 
 
209 I hunted opening weekend and would never do that again!  Too many people for my 

liking.  I would much prefer a December hunt. 
 
211 Many more young birds this year compared to last year. 
 
213 Weather was cold and nasty, but still enjoyed the hunt. 
 
215 Found a higher percentage of birds in natural areas (non-food plot), then 2 years ago. 
 
223 Last couple of year we were harassed by locals while road hunting.  This really puts a 

bad spin on the trip.  The rest of the locals were outstanding. 
 
230 I have hunted the same land for the last 3 years, and I can’t believe the increase in birds 

over last year.  At least a 200% increase over 2002. 
 
232 More pheasants than we’ve ever seen. 
 
234 Being from Iowa, I have not seen that type of bird hunting here at home for at least 40 

years.  I lament the old days long past.  Keep up the good work!  Iowa could learn a lot of 
good lessons from South Dakota! 

 
235 I was very satisfied and happy for the opportunity to visit your state in this category.  

Thank you for this treasure. 
 
242 I grew up in South Dakota.  I now live in Sioux City, Iowa.  The non-resident license is 

unfair.  $105 for (2) 5-day periods is too much.  I would like to see a $200 or $300 yearly 
non-resident license. 

 
246 I have hunted in Iowa for 40 years.  This was my first hunting experience in South Dakota 

and I was extremely pleased and impressed. 
 
251 Very good year, but you always have to take good year with the bad years. 
 
252 Awesome! 
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253 Your Sharp-tails and Prairie Chickens are still down because of the very dry summers. 
 
254 The Swanson’s is the finest hunting outfit you could hunt on.  They have become good 

friends over the years. 
 
264 Good hunting.  License and private land hunting charges are very high. 
 
266 We hunt north of Huron (20 miles) and are seeing a steady decline of CRP, hence less 

birds each year.  Our South Dakota hunts are coming to an end unless more cover is 
introduced! 

 
270 The landowner charged $50 per day on his land, but had all crops harvested before our 

group got there.  We found birds only in areas where adjacent land still had standing 
corn. 

 
274 I hunted Sharp-tail Grouse and 12 birds during a 5-day hunt. 
 
287 Ft. Pierre National Grasslands – found ATV’s and motorized vehicles.  Probably drought 

of 2002 and 2003 hurt.  Hunch; birds (pheasants) killed by lawbreakers at sunrise. 
 
292 December late hunt was poor.  I was hunting in good conditions, but very few birds (40- 

mile radius of Clark, SD). 
 
309 Keep up the good work with the Walk-In Areas and public land. 
 
314 I’m in favor of the Early Youth Pheasant Season, but object to the Early Resident-Only 

Pheasant Season 1-week prior. 
 
315 Due to lack of moisture in the area we hunted, it was hard for the dogs to find scent.   

Also, the weather was too hot and dry. 
 

316 Very good crop of birds.  A lot of young roosters; meaning there were 2 and 3 broods.  
Re-stock young birds every spring. 

 
317 Don’t like public areas open for residents a week before.  Youth hunt before regular 

season is bad enough.  We almost did not come back after last year; when areas were hit 
hard before regular season. 

 
318 From 1981 to 1985 we hunted one farm of 16,000 acres – private.  From 1985 to 19900 

we hunted ten farms.  1990 to 1995 we were down to five private farms.  1995 to 2002 – 
three private farms and 2003 we are down to two private farms and are the only free 
lance (4 people) group left in Burke, SD. 

 
We have met and became friends of many locals since 1981.  We are lucky to be able to 
hunt a few farms.  When we have to hunt only ditch lines or public land, we will not come.  
The CRP lands should be open to the public.  We give to the farmers on the farms we 
hunt, cranberries, smoked salmon, sausage, liquor, rope, gloves, etc., as well as a meal 
at a local supper club, but we do not pay any cash or currency. 
 

320 Lands were hunted very heavily already. 
 
324 Due to dry year, a lot of Walk-In Area land was harvested grasses and could not hunt. 
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335 Too hot! 
 
336 October was abundant with roosters, but got up too far away.  December 95% hens. 
 
344 I still have a problem with being only able to hunt 5 days and then leave.  How do I use 

my other 5 dogs? 
 
350 First time out – 2nd weekend of season hunted Friday and Saturday – terrible.  2 adults, 1 

youth, and 2 dogs on private CRP, Walk-In Areas, and public lands northwest of 
Watertown and south of Clark, SD.  1 bird only – 3 hard days of walking. 

 
353 If South Dakota residents have an early season it should be on private land only. 
 
366 Several Minnesota friends come with me.  We look forward to this trip all year long. 
 
367 I would like to see South Dakota change their days of hunting to include four 2-day hunts 

and three 3-day hunts.  I have to burn too many vacation days the way it is currently set 
up.  It is cheaper for me to go to a game farm now, something that I have never done. 

 
Over the years, less and less people will let you hunt their land.  The public areas are 
great, but you need a dog, or they are just too big for 2 to 3 people. 
 

375 State land was just burn off, and farmers driving in ditches chasing pheasants off. 
 
381 Could have activities for wives throughout the hunting season.  Examples: craft shows; 

fall festivals.  Thanks. 
 
382 It is getting tougher to find land to hunt on for less than $150/day.  Public land/Walk-In 

Areas is overcrowded.  With all expenses, I spent about $1,250 without wear/tear on my 
vehicle.  It has been getting worse over the last 5 years.  I could shoot 100 birds at a 
game farm without all the hassles, cheaper. 

 
393 South Dakota allowed cutting of some usual set-aside/cover areas resulting in reduced 

cover for birds, maybe causing inflated number counts. 
 
396 I have a great time hunting with my brothers and friends that I have met in Aberdeen.  I 

like the information that the state sends out pertaining to SAFETY!  We have new hunters 
joining us each year who don’t truly understand how to hunt totally in a safe way.  I would 
like to see more safety information emphasized in your mail-outs. 

 
400 Hot weather on opening weekend – couldn’t hunt with dogs. 
 
407 Fabulous pheasant populations.  Great fun to see so many birds.  Pheasants Forever – 

very important organization for all bird hunters! 
 
412 Hunted with sons and friends with 2 dogs – 1 Labrador and 1 German Shorthair (son’s 

dog); fun to watch points. 
 
415 I think that the state should be more honest when reporting pheasant “numbers”. 
 
421 I don’t agree with the resident-only weekend. 
 

 319  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Nonresident Comments) Appendix N 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
424 Seemed a little down – not as much grass to work (CRP). 
 
431 Too much leased land. 
 
432 I hate to pay $60 to $150 per gun per day to hunt in South Dakota.  I wonder how bad the 

daily price is going to rise the next few years. 
 
435 Getting more and more expensive; $100 non-resident license; $125 to hunt private land 

for 1 day. 
 
439 Would be nice if the farmers/ranchers wouldn’t mow the ditches just for the hunters; 

couldn’t road hunt. 
 
444 As long as you can hunt road rights-of-way, I will continue to hunt South Dakota.  Other 

than that, I feel the state is too commercialized.  I also feel that some landowners are out 
to harass the legal hunting of ditches. 

 
446 It’s becoming a rich man’s sport and the end is insight for me!  We’re losing are free 

private land. 
 
447 I hunted near Pollock, SD.  Some of the areas I hunted received hail, which impacted the 

population. 
 
449 I come out to train dogs and love it out there, regardless of the number of birds that are 

bagged.  As long as we get the dogs on birds, that is all that matters. 
 
451 Landowners appeared negative towards hunters more so than in the past. 
 
464 Since I first started hunting pheasants in 1988 around the Roswell area, no new areas 

such as the “Square Mile” Wildlife Area; about one mile west and three miles east of 
Roswell, have been created.  I think many more of these are necessary to attract non-
resident hunters. 

 
467 Hard to give opinion because it was so hot. 
 
468 Never seen so many birds. 
 
469 Too warm – weather issues. 
 
484 Cost too much. 
 
489 We have farmer friends and our family farm is in Clark County. 
 
498 Pheasants were spotty; some areas scarce; some very abundant. 
 
510 Every year the price goes up and there are more rules. 
 
523 Too costly. 
 
524 I hunt my in-laws land in Hyde County.  Over the past 5 years, I’ve watched the numbers 

increase and this year was unbelievable.  Too many to shoot. 
 
531 Hunting areas are getting to be fewer and fewer for the non-landowners. 
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533 Lots of pheasants, I just can’t hit them 
 
535 I am still very upset about the resident-only opener and if I did not have good private land 

to hunt, I would not come back. 
 
538 North Dakota is becoming very competitive with South Dakota for hunting.  It is easier to 

find public land on which to hunt.  There seems to be many birds and overall, it is less 
expensive to hunt there. 

 
543 Out-of-state license fees are a bit higher, but you get yours I guess. 
 
546 Very good in Highmore area.  Very poor in White Lake area, which was a real surprise!  

We thought it was supposed to be way up, but it was one of our poorest years there. 
 
547 Landowners are jerks. 
 
549 Do not enjoy party hunting. 
 
551 Too expensive for the restrictions placed on the season. 
 
563 Southern South Dakota (Avon) did not show the kind of population increases we heard 

about in other areas. 
 
569 Request bird count information where available (2004). 
 
571 Other areas had more success. 
 
573 The private land we usually hunt had been sold.  So the hunting was a lot slower. 
 
576 I think Minnesota should allow South Dakota non-resident anglers’ (2) one-week periods 

to fish on a non-resident fishing license and not allow non-residents to fish the opening 
week of the season. 

 
578 Great year. 
 
579 Public land is over-hunted – Private land is expensive and getting more so – The road 

rights-of-way hunting must always be available. 
 
582 I have never seen so many birds! 
 
585 I hunted my dad’s land.  I was very disappointed in the Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season.  It is South Dakota’s way of catering to the rich only out-of-state hunters. 
 
586 Too hot! 
 
590 The food plots were too clean in the Walk-In Areas to hold any birds in the late season. 
 
597 Nice land compared to MN food plots in state land; very nice option. 
 
602 Cutting road ditches is making my hunting experience less pleasant each year. 
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604 I was disappointed in the non-private areas.  They had “few” pheasants.  Over-hunted 

they were. 
 
607 Except my brother’s dog died – bad water/heat? 
 
608 Hunted with out-of-state friends that own land. 
 
609 Starting time in opening of season should be 10:00 a.m., instead of 12 Noon, because of 

the cost of the license. 
 
616 The hunting is usually good, but I’m tired of being treated like a foreigner by some locals.  

I don’t even ask for permission to hunt private land anymore because of past 
experiences.  Too bad, because South Dakota is a great place to spend time. 

 
618 The fee of the 10-day hunting license, I feel is outrageous for the amount of birds we get. 
 
622 A lot of pheasants. 
 
627 License is becoming too expensive. 
 
628 Why are all the Walk-In Areas such poor habitat?  Basically, bare land!  It could be such 

a great program if done right. 
 
630 Army Corp of Engineers and Pocasse public hunting areas provide an abundance of 

hunting land.  Without these lands, South Dakota becomes a rich man’s sport (outfitters). 
 
632 It was great – numbers don’t count! 
 
633 We own 560 acres of pastureland in Aurora County.  Severe drought 2002 – dugouts 

dried up; no water; fewer birds. 
 
634 More and more habitat is being destroyed every year due to intensive agriculture 

practices. 
 
643 You fees are too high! 
 
648 This was the best year we ever had. 
 
650 Best ever; hunted with my four sons and one grandson, a real treat! 
 
657 The license should be set up differently.  Instead of two 5-days, how about three 3-days, 

so you can bring kids out on weekends. 
 
658 Pheasant numbers were really down the last two years around Miller, SD.  I only have 

enough time to hunt one weekend and the fees are too high!  $100 is pretty high for 6 
birds! 

 
659 Seems more and more difficult every year to find private land at no charge.  Walk-In 

Areas have been terrible. 
 
664 This was my first time hunting pheasants.  We worked hard for the birds we did shoot, but 

that’s what it’s all about.  I didn’t expect to sit and shoot out of the motel room. 
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666 Some Walk-In Areas with no water around had few birds.  This year where there was 

water there were birds. 
 
669 Very warm.  Move season back one week. 
 
673 Seems public land and Walk-In Areas were hunted too hard by local hunters during the 

week that out-of-state hunters can’t hunt. 
 
678 Many, many more birds were seen during my late season hunt. 
 
679 I thought the state’s public relations information on the bird count was a bit overrated. 
 
685 One of the best ever in the last 10 years. 
 
691 2003 is o.k. – had better years before (88 – 91). 
 
692 Hot in October; encountered rattlesnakes, didn’t like that very much. 
 
696 First time hunting pheasants and the first time in South Dakota.  Had a great time. 
 
699 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season hunting cut back our luck. 
 
708 What happened to no fee hunting?  Cost is getting out of control!  Love it, but wish I could 

do it without having to pay!  Will not be back!  Getting out of control $$! 
 
721 Lots of birds, but each year I experience more “posted” land and more hunting pressure 

on Walk-In Areas and public lands.  Can anything be done?  Expand Walk-In Areas in 
Campbell, McPherson, and Walworth counties. 

 
733 Hunting may have been better later in the season. 
 
734 Lack of water and food sources seemed to have drastic effect on the bird population. 
 
738 Good year compared to other years I’ve hunted in South Dakota. 
 
743 You’re leasing too much of your land.  Road hunting is about our only option compared to 

year’s back. 
 
753 Cost more than I like. 
 
756 Don’t like the time regulation; get up at 6:00 a.m. and waiting until 12 Noon to hunt with a 

lot of hassles, as far as finding a place to hunt. 
 
766 Private landowners are getting too expensive.  I doubt I’ll return. 
 
770 More food plots. 
 
775 Excellent cover, plentiful birds, safe/cautious hunters, and excellent conservation, i.e., no 

hens. 
 
778 I own and operate Firesteel Creek Hunting Lodge.  I still hunt with my kids during 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 

 323  



South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 (Nonresident Comments) Appendix N 
Larry M. Gigliotti / comments typed by Debra K. Burtts 
 
786 First time hunting pheasant in South Dakota, just a little inexperienced. 
 
796 Better this year than last. 
 
797 Lots of the Walk-In Areas there was lack of cover and cows roaming in the fields.  In my 

opinion the Walk-In Areas need to have cover or should not be leased at all! 
 
805 Tough to find a place to stay. 
 
810 More pheasants than I ever imagined. 
 
813 Most pheasants were already shot before November 1st. 
 
814 I wish you would consider selling hunting licenses by the day a week.  Say $15 per day or 

say $65 for five days.  Most people can’t hunt 10 days in a row or afford a second trip. 
 
826 The weather was awesome.  We came one day early and caught our limit of walleyes. 
 
829 Warm weather probably hurt the hunting some. 
 
831 Very good year.  Also, seen a lot of hens this year.  Crops being out opening weekend 

helped a lot. 
 
834 We found that the Mitchell area had more birds than 60 miles north of Mitchell. 
 
835 Our group of seven hunted all day for two days and we did not limit out either day. 
 
836 Not enough free hunting/public land; too commercialized.  Rights-of ways are excellent 

ideas! 
 
837 Would really like to have more Walk-In Areas for pheasant hunting. 
 
849 However, if pheasant hunting licenses continue to rise, I will discontinue hunting in South 

Dakota.  By the way, my hunting party spends thousands of dollars hunting in South 
Dakota! 

 
853 Weather was to warm the first two days. 
 
858 Mostly planted birds. 
 
862 Without rights-of way hunting, there would be no hunting for me. 
 
865 I hunted with a group of 14 – 18 hunters attending meetings in Aberdeen.  On land 

controlled by a guide who hunted with us, he stocked birds in the spring.  Numbers of 
birds were plentiful. 

 
880 Being from Nebraska and a first time hunter in South Dakota, I was shocked to see so 

many birds.  Nebraska really has a number of things to improve before we could ever 
hope for a bird population like South Dakota. 

 
883 Great time!  Very accommodating.  Thanks! 
 
888 South Dakota hunting was the greatest.  I plan to be back. 
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891 Need to break up 5-day increments on 10-day permit to 2-day increments on 10-day 

permit. 
 
897 I do not think that South Dakota is very fair to non-resident hunters by restricting an 

annual hunting license to (2) 5-day hunts. 
 
912 I believe it would help your economy and encourage more out-of-state hunters if more 

landowners would allow hunting on their property with proper permission.  I have found 
some to be very cordial and friendly, which we appreciate.  

 
917 I was born and raised in South Dakota. 
 
922 The asshole that lives east of Chamberlain ran us off of public roadway because he said 

he owned both sides of the road; we own the road, too.  
 
928 With transportation, motel, and license expense, most people cannot afford to pay 

landowners $100 to $250 per day to try and shoot 3 birds.  You need more good Walk-In 
Area land. 

 
930 One of the best. 
 
932 License for non-residents is too high! 
 
938 Had to hunt much harder due to fewer and wilder birds!  Hot weather? Pre-seasons?  

Harder than previous seasons! 
 
939 So dry – found birds only around water! 
 
952 Very good hunts each day. 
 
958 Almost too hot to hunt. 
 
960 Flew into South Dakota and the hospitality at the airport was very nice; felt welcomed.  

Thank you. 
 
963 Great. 
 
980 I have hunted in South Dakota since 1949, and this year was as good as it gets. 
 
982 Best ever. 
 
984 Our farmer friend in Charles Mix County suffered two hailstorms, which killed the spring 

hatch and forced him to replant crops. 
 
986 Had a good time.  South Dakota merchants and residents were good hosts.  South 

Dakota has done a good job managing the program. 
 
988 Best pheasant hunting experience I’ve ever encountered. 
 
996 Best year in the last 18 years.  We hunted between Kimball and White Lake, SD. 
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1005 Unhappy with the approach game wardens took to us hunting on Walk-In Area land with 

our outfitter.  They were rude and don’t seem to understand why people hunt from out-of-
state.  If we are harassed again, we may not return to South Dakota. 

 
1007 Last year I considered the license fee excessive for the very poor pheasant numbers. 
 
1010 More pheasants are always better. 
 
1013 Sure would be nice if I could use the other 7 days on my license for 2003.  Denver is a 

long way to make more than one trip a year. 
 
1015 Too many hunters; too little public land.  I am beginning to think about hunting Iowa 

because of Iowa’s license fee, more public land, and longer season.  The 5-day/10-day 
sucks! 

 
1018 A lot more birds, more water, and not as dry as 2002. 
 
1023 Your state could teach other states how to improve their pheasant populations. 
 
1039 Wish we lived closer and had more time to hunt in South Dakota. 
 
1057 Cost was much for license. 
 
1064 Cover was better this year.  Daily costs are getting very expensive. 
 
1068 Some years are going to be better than others, and that’s part of the challenge. 
 
1077 Retired military; grew up road hunting and love it! 
 
1089 Love hunting in South Dakota! 
 
1090 Had to cut hunting short because of wild fire in San Diego. 
 
1096 Also, had non-resident waterfowl license – got zero ducks as the marsh had dried up by 

October. 
 
1098 Very hard to find private land without fees.  Most crops were up; those harvested were 

not allowing hunters. 
 
1107 Disappointed in the number of road hunters. 
 
1123 Hunted at the Garnos Ranch near Presho, SD.  Very disappointing to be stuck hunting 

with (14) people all shooting at the same flushed birds with shot coming down all around 
you.  Extremely unsafe and not regarded by me as a fair chase for hunter or for birds.  
Would not repeat the experience.  

 
1136 I’m at loss to understand why the season only includes 10 afternoons with no morning 

hunting?  If you continue to enforce the use of steel, I personally will stop hunting in 
South Dakota; too many crippled birds. 

 
1139 Best year since I started hunting both North Dakota and South Dakota, off and on for the 

past 15 years.  Unbelievable amount of birds. 
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1143 The Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season on public land put a damper on my hunting 

enjoyment. 
 
1154 Try to encourage more farmers to leave wider strips of cover on property lines for 

pheasant cover. 
 
1158 I have hunted all over the country and I enjoy this trip the best! 
 
1179 More birds than I have ever seen in previous years. 
 
1184 Too hot! 
 
1188 If residents are receiving funds from the federal government for farming or not farming; 

the land should be accessible to taxpayers! 
 
1190 This was my first year hunting in South Dakota and I was very pleased, after hunting in 

Nebraska and Iowa for several years. 
 
1192 I couldn’t hit shit this year, but I’ll be back. 
 
1210 Walk-In Areas were very disappointing.  We hunted the opening week and found Walk-In 

Areas contained very little pheasants. 
 
1211 Getting very expensive on private land, and farmers aren’t even reporting the income. 
 
1221 Best year, as far as the number of pheasants I have ever seen in South Dakota. 
 
1223 Good hunt this year with little hunting pressure.  About the same as last year.  Very hot 

weather! 
 
1227 When you drive from St. Louis, MO, and can only hunt after 12 Noon, I would be better 

off in Iowa. 
 
1231 I was very satisfied with public and private land in North Dakota.  I would love the 

opportunity to hunt in South Dakota if there were places to hunt. 
 
1238 Land was well managed in Winner, SD. 
 
1246 Good year! 
 
1248 Great year, probably best we’ve ever had.  Although, this was our first time hunting 

opening weekend. 
 
1262 Abundant birds with many acres to hunt.  Opening weekend temperatures were hard on 

dogs – great hunt! 
 
1265 Cattle allowed in too many areas. 
 
1280 License costs is excessively high! 
 
1295 We were hunting the road ditch off of Hwy 212 before the town of Seneca on the north 

side when a lady told us to get off her land and stop hunting her pheasants.  She then 
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threatened to shoot my husband.  We were legally hunting the road ditch and she was 
harassing us. 

 
1296 Best I have ever seen in South Dakota.  Hunted on the same place all this time. 
 
1300 The private CRP land will be hard to access in 5 years when the current owners (elderly) 

pass away. 
 
1306 Outstanding – great hunt – great people of South Dakota! 
 
1314 Too many road hunters; disrespectful hunters were of abundance.   
 
1318 Roadways were mowed too short, Walk-In Areas were not good, and public hunting had 

no birds. 
 
1321 My brother and I hunted in the area of Miller, SD.  All the people we ran into were very 

friendly, which made us feel welcomed. 
 
1341 I am a beginner and I’ve never practiced; so I only got 1 bird, but other in my group got 

their limit. 
 
1354 This was my first pheasant hunt and it was awesome. 
 
1363 It would be nice not to have to pay money for quality hunting land. 
 
1375 Fees for private land are getting too high!  The on-line license was extremely convenient 

and easy to use!  Great job! 
 
1377 Tons of birds. 
 
1380 We expected to see many birds compared to Minnesota, but didn’t shoot a lot. 
 
1382 Numbers were great!  The price was very high.  Public land next year. 
 
1384 Great therapy! 
 
1400 Higher limits. 
 
1403 I do not like to pay $150 per day to hunt pheasants. 
 
1406 I don’t think that there were enough crops and cover left in the public and Walk-In Areas. 
 
1408 A very nice pheasant population in South Dakota made it very fun; even if my shooting 

was poor!  It was neat seeing all the birds! 
 
1411 Offer more trips at fewer days, i.e., 4 hunts at 4 days each – 3-day hunts would be ideal. 
 
1415 We had a snowstorm on the days we hunted, not good. 
 
1417 Walk-In Areas were challenging, but very good hunting.  We made good contact with 

local landowners that allowed us to hunt and no fee! 
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1423 Pheasant population was better than expected but not as good as forecasted by state 

agencies. 
 
1424 Due to a dry summer/fall, the once cut pastures had very scarce grass and therefore, 

lacked cover. 
 
1429 I think predator levels in some areas are negatively impacting bird populations. 
 
1433 It is very good to be able to walk road rights-of-ways without the worry of finding who 

owns the land to get permission.  Your laws on hunting road rights-of-ways are very good 
for non-resident hunters that do not have any friends or relatives in the state. 

 
1443 Double clutch? 
 
1444 Bird numbers were down significantly in the Highmore and Alpena areas.  We moved or 

this would be a “6”. 
 
1449 My dad lived in South Dakota for 21 years.  My uncle and grandma still live there.  I was 

expecting better treatment from local hunters.  Several followed us around waiting to see 
if we would break road rights-of-way rule.  It seems they enjoyed harassing us. 

 
1450 Best ever. 
 
1451 Birds not as plentiful as past years. 
 
1456 I had a new dog, a German wire-haired, 18 months old in training.  She did an excellent 

performance, pointed well and we only lost one runner. 
 
1458 I had a great hunt with nice people. 
 
1466 My first year here – birds were flocked.  Maybe, it was our way of hunting. 
 
1469 A great state.  Will keep coming back. 
 
1472 Excellent bird numbers on private land, but it tends to get a little pricey.  It would be nice 

to see the same bird numbers on public land.  However, we both know hunting pressure 
on public land causes lower numbers. 

 
1472 We’ve had very good success and met good people. 
 
1477 All the birds were on private land and we couldn’t get on!  Won’t be back, the price isn’t 

worth it. 
 
1479 Great to come to a place where pheasants are important and promoted.  Like to see 

more public access areas for those who can’t afford daily fees. 
 
1482 Had a great time.  Will be back. 
 
1486 Not enough public lands.  That, which there is, is very heavily hunted.  Private 

landowners over charging to hunt on lands for wild birds. 
 
1494 Clearly, landowners in South Dakota do not like non-resident hunters being there. 
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1500 Not enough public land; too much pressure. 
 
1502 There seems to be a slight animosity towards out-of-state hunters growing more each 

year. 
 
1513 We hunt late in the year and it’s harder. 
 
1522 The steel shot on public land didn’t do the job.  I found landowners to be very friendly.  

Thank you. 
 
1530 Wish we could buy full season license. 
 
1539 I have hunted in South Dakota for 8 years and every year the price goes up.  Our group 

is going to North Dakota for 2004. 
 
1553 We had bad weather, 4 out of 5 days.  Freezing rain, five inches of snow, and 30 to 40 

mile an hour winds made it very hard to hunt. 
 
1554 Did not notice the abundance of birds that were reported for this year.  Average year, per 

my observations. 
 
1566 The birds were bunched up and wild. 
 
1575 Great hunt.  However, I have lost many properties over the years to fee hunting.  Fee 

hunting is ruining the opportunity.  In Kansas and Nebraska you can still knock on doors 
and get access.  No longer so in South Dakota, very bad and sad. 

 
1576 Only way it would have been better would be that I could have shot better.  The number 

of birds seen was unbelievable. 
 
1581 More birds. 
 
1597 My group has been hunting the same place for 15 years.  They say last year (2003) was 

the lowest pheasant numbers ever. 
 
1599 Public hunting very weak. 
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Appendix O – Nonresident Comments [Optional Comments Attached] 
 
ID # Comments 
 
16 The South Dakota pheasant hunt was the best I’ve ever experienced.  I’ll be back and will 

bring my sons!  It was way beyond expectations! 
 
17 Residents have all the land and usually control that hunting! 
 
113 We bring from 14 to 23 hunters every year to hunt on private land.  We have been 

hunting together for years.  Hope to have a great hunt in 2004.  I believe that South 
Dakota had less birds this year or the early hunt hurt our hunt. 

 
133 My only complaint is letting the residents have a go at the birds before the traditional 

opening day, even though it brought back memories of being a teenager on romantic 
interludes when I would have to takes seconds; still enjoyed it. 

 
My three friends opted to stay in Kentucky and take advantage of a pheasant hunt the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife had; also, a hunt on a private game farm.   
 
I took my dog and drove out to South Dakota by myself and had a blast.  Hope to do the 
same in 2004. 
 

152 Better look at your income from license fees!  Out-of-state exceeded in-state licenses?  
Don’t screw this up like you have your waterfowl hunting! 
 

167 I hunted Sharp-tail and Prairie Chickens. 
 

223 Great state!  Keep up the good work. 
 

230 All of you are doing a fantastic job.  Keep it up. 
 

239 I always enjoy hunting pheasants around the Mitchell area.  “Please” don’t change the 
noon starting time. 
 

276 Second year going to South Dakota.  Last year I hunted pheasants.  Main game is Sharp-
tail and Prairie Chickens.  I come to South Dakota for abundant wild game to work dogs 
on. 
 

287 For a state that relies on non-resident revenue, I see a problem.  I don’t blame private 
landowners making money off of hunters, but this too, is going to be a problem.  Just 
disappointed.  Going to focus more on Sharp-tail Grouse and Prairie Chickens in the 
future, and hunting in September. 
 
I own two good Brittany’s and love to watch them hunt.  Grasslands are very poor.  North 
Dakota for 2004. 
 

318 Due to the purchase of private lands by religious groups, companies, hunting groups, 
commercial entities, etc., and the tied up land and crops by hunting lodges, the non-
resident free lance groups like ours are almost completely eliminated from hunting.  If it 
were not for the right to hunt road rights-of-way as a backup; your non-residents would 
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disappear.  Pass a law, which would prohibit cutting road rights-of-way ditches before 
December 1st.  
 

368 When I was a resident, I never liked the idea of the out-of-staters coming in and shooting 
all of our birds. 
 

393 Why public?  This may be the only land non-residents can hunt! 
 

403 Refer to Survey Question No. 4: 
My group stays with farm friends in central South Dakota and pays one fee for wonderful 
accommodations; all meals and hundreds of acres of hunting land that is on private. 
 

432 I don’t think South Dakota should have an Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season! 
 

449 The one 3-day is fine, but every resident I know has private land access.  Pressure on 
public land could impact the quality of hunts for others coming to the state that don’t have 
private land, and out-of-state hunters provide the state with large revenues. 
 

530 I think the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season forces non-residents to pursue private 
land, thereby driving up the costs for everyone.  
 

582 Because of all the dollars I leave in South Dakota! 
 

602 We don’t have resident deer or any other game hunts in Minnesota, nor do we charge 
out-of-state residents nearly as high of fees as South Dakota does! 
 

616 I owned a house for use while hunting, but sold it this season. 
 

618 It’s their state and they can do as they please, I just love to hunt. 
 
643 Only on private or state, not on federal land! 

 
657 The best thing about pheasant hunting in South Dakota is being able to spend time with 

my sons.  It’s not about the number of birds I bring home.  I hunt mostly public land, so I 
can tell you that in 10 years I’ve never brought home a limit of birds.   
 
The reason I go to South Dakota pheasant hunting is to spend time with my sons.  They 
love pheasant hunting.  In the 10 or so years that we’ve gone, I’ve never brought home a 
limit of birds.  I would like to see the youth combined with the resident-only for 2 days on 
SD Game, Fish & Park’s property only.  The federal land such as Waterfowl Production 
Areas should be left alone.  A lot of us hunt primarily the public lands.  When I read on 
the web site of residents taking 40+ birds on WPA’s; it makes me think why bother?  If 
this was the purpose (eliminating the average non-resident), I think you’re on the right 
track.  I know of people who have decided to quit going.  Expense comes to play as well, 
for $105 for two 5-day license, plus gas and motel, you expect to see birds. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, I’ve enjoyed our time in South Dakota.  We’ve made some 
memories and had a lot of fun.  But when you have to drive 5 hours to get there; knowing 
two other weekends of hunting have already taken place, it’s going to make you think 
twice about going at all. 
 

659 I don’t feel non-residents should pay a premium for licenses. 
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729 Please consider a senior rate (over 62).  $100+ is a lot to spend for retirement and 2 to 3 

hours in the field for 2 to 3 days.  Thanks. 
 

797 Why should residents get a head start?  Especially, on public and Walk-In Areas!  Some 
of us non-resident hunters are only able to hunt those type of areas.  Why would we want 
the birds already jumpy when we get there?  We spend a lot of money coming; we expect 
the same chance as your residents! 
 

834 I think that there should be fair game no matter if you are or are not a resident of the state 
you live in. 
 

863 I don’t come to South Dakota to hunt pheasant.  I hunt Grouse and Prairie Chicken. 
 

884 The $100 license is stiff; it may stop people from coming to South Dakota.  Lower license 
like other states. 
 

935 I was born and raised in South Dakota; hunted until I went into the service (WWII).  I have 
hunted nearly every year since getting out of the Air Force.  My shooting is getting poorer 
with age! 
 

936 I have just a few additional comments about the Pheasant Management Survey I recently 
received.  I was born in Vermillion, raised on a farm near Wakonda, and received my 
college education at the SD School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City.  Even though 
I have not lived in South Dakota for several years, I still consider South Dakota my home 
state.  This year I heard rumors that a statewide resident-only weeklong season was 
being considered.  I am in agreement with the current policy/law that provides an early 
resident-only 3-day season to hunt public lands and Walk-In Areas.  South Dakota 
residents pay the majority of the costs to provide and maintain these lands and as such 
should have the opportunity to hunt them a week before non-residents.  However, I feel 
very strongly that there should not be an early season for residents-only on all land, 
public and private.  The revenue stream generated from out-of-state hunters could be 
irreparably harmed if they are treated in a disrespectful way by creating an additional or 
new resident-only season. 

 
I encourage pheasant hunting trips to South Dakota to my friends and colleagues who 
are looking for a fall hunting trip.  I do this because I am proud of South Dakota and 
proud of the non-resident friendliness that I have always promoted.  Setting up a 
residents-only early season for all lands would take away the opportunity of experiencing 
the opening day action on private land that South Dakota Pheasant hunting has always 
been known for. 
 

984 I pay $100 to hunt 3 days – how about a seniors discount! 
 

986 Thank You! 
 

1089 It’s their state and helps to aleve a chip on their shoulder from us out-of-towners. 
 

1136 Your income is from out-of-state hunters, not locals. 
 

1139 I’ve hunted birds in Mexico, Argentina, and all over the United States, but pheasant 
hunting in your state seems to always give me and my father the most pleasure.  It’s 
easily accessible and there always seems to be plenty of birds.  Keep up whatever you 
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are doing, as I’ve got a 7 and 10 year old that I hope to introduce to your fabulous 
hunting.  Thank you. 
 

1223 Having the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season only on private land would help. 
 

1231 We shot all our birds in North Dakota.  We did not hunt in South Dakota because all the 
land is private.  The Walk-In Area land was barren!  Unless things change, I will not 
return to South Dakota. 
 

1420 I lived in Canistota, SD from birth in 1949 until 1962 when we moved to Texas.  I grew up 
with a passion for hunting pheasants, ducks, and geese.  I enjoy immensely returning to 
South Dakota to hunt.  I choose to come in mid-November, so that I can experience 
colder weather.  The pheasant hunting has always been outstanding.  You have done an 
outstanding job of returning the pheasant population to that of the glory days of old. 
 
The one problem that I have with the non-resident regulations has to do with hunting 
waterfowl.  The non-resident waterfowl lottery is conducted too early for me and my 
hunting friends.  We cannot plan that far ahead.  Are there that many out-of-staters 
wanting to hunt waterfowl that you fear depletion of waterfowl populations? 
 
If a non-resident hunter comes to South Dakota to hunt pheasant only (and with the 
record populations), the hunt may be over in 1 hour.  My ideal scenario would be to hunt 
geese and ducks in the AM and pheasants in the PM.  Changing the regulations for non-
resident waterfowl hunting to that of non-resident pheasant hunting would greatly simplify 
the regulations and encourage more out-of-state hunters ($$$$$$$). 
 
Your current waterfowl regulations for non-residents are nearly incomprehensible.  
Please consider a trial change for 2004 that allows non-residents to buy a pheasant and 
waterfowl license for two 5-day periods.  You could exclude sandhill cranes and swans in 
order to save them for residents.  As you know, there are too many snow geese.  Extra 
revenue from this program could be used to promote duck breeding habitat. 
 
Please consider this proposal.  You could try it for a year and assess the 
upside/downside. 
 
You guys are doing a great job.  We expatriate South Dakotans will be returning. 
 

1424 We hunted on private land of a friend of a friend.  A buddy of a buddy deal. 
 

1466 Thank you for the survey.  We hunt birds in Michigan.  I don’t think we hunted South 
Dakota right.  The birds were wilder then we expected.  We only had (3) hunters.  Talking 
with other people around, they have point hunters at the end of the fields.  We did have a 
good time.  We hunted around Miller, SD.  Hunters we met were really friendly and 
helpful. 
 
It was an enjoyable hunt and the weather was great.  Thanks South Dakota, we enjoyed 
your state. 
 

1498 I really wish the license were valid the whole season, like Iowa and Nebraska. 
 

1480 I hunt with friends on private land in South Dakota.  Some are South Dakota residents 
and some are Minnesota residents that own land in South Dakota.  During the earlier 
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parts of the pheasant season they have people pay to hunt on their property.  I would not 
hunt pheasants in South Dakota if I had to pay these types of fees. 
 
One lodge I hunt on normally charges $1,800 for a three-day hunt.  I think this is a bad 
trend in hunting.  Although I have not personally hunted on the Walk-In Areas, I think they 
are a good idea to keep hunting available to everyone. 
 
I believe the resident-only hunts are a bad idea.  I also strongly oppose the restrictions on 
non-resident waterfowl hunters.  South Dakota and North Dakota are heading in the 
wrong direction by excluding non-residents for portions of the season and having quotas 
for waterfowl hunters.  I am strongly supporting the movement in Minnesota to take 
retaliatory action through restrictions on non-resident fishermen.  I hope this will motivate 
the Dakotas and Minnesota to get together and do away with these non-resident 
restrictions. 
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Report to Survey Participants 
South Dakota Pheasant Hunter Report − 2003 

Residents and Nonresidents 
 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         September 2004 
Dear hunter: 
 This is a summary report of the resident and nonresident pheasant hunter 
surveys that were conducted at the end of the 2003 pheasant season.  We 
sincerely thank all of you who participated by completing and returning your 
questionnaire.  We had 2,046 resident hunters return their questionnaire for a 
response rate of 71.8% and we had 1,246 nonresident hunters return their 
questionnaire for a response rate of 80.7%.  The purpose of these surveys was to 
provide a detailed description of resident and nonresident pheasant hunters.  The 
agency report includes over 200 pages of hunter comments.  For a complete copy
of these survey results, please send your name and address  to: 
 

Larry Gigliotti 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 

523 E. Capitol 
Pierre, SD  57501 

 
or send your name and address to me by e-mail:  larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 
 
and ask for the South Dakota Pheasant Management Survey – 2003 
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Summary Results – Comparing Residents and Nonresidents 
 

• Most residents and nonresidents hunted during October however, nonresident hunting 
during November and December dropped off significantly compared to resident 
hunting participation (Table A).  Although a greater percent of residents (86.5%) 
hunted in October compared to nonresidents (82.2%), of the total hunting time 
nonresidents did the majority of their hunting in October (69.1%) compared to 
residents (37.8%).  Residents averaged a total of 8.67 days of pheasant hunting and 
nonresidents averaged 4.40 days during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season. 

 
Table A. Of those hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003, time period hunted and 
number of days hunted comparing residents and nonresidents. 

Mean Days Hunted  
Percent Hunting Resident Nonresident 

 
Time 
Period Resident Nonresident Days Percent Days Percent 
Oct. 18 – 31   86.5% 82.2% 3.28 37.8% 3.04 69.1% 
Nov. 1 – 30   70.0% 26.8% 3.18 36.7% 0.99 22.5% 
Dec. 1 - 31   53.7% 11.6% 2.21 25.5% 0.37   8.4% 
Total 210.2% 120.6% 8.67 100% 4.40 100% 
 
 
• Resident harvested more total birds than did nonresident pheasant hunters during the 

2003 Regular Pheasant Season (14 vs. 11, respectively) (Table B).  However, 
nonresidents had a higher average per day harvest compared to residents (2.49/day vs. 
1.61/day). 

 
Table B. Of those hunters that hunted pheasants in 2003, average harvest rate and 
number of pheasant harvested by time period comparing residents and nonresidents. 

Total Number of Pheasants Harvested Average Per Day 
Harvest Rate Resident Nonresident 

 
Time 
Period Resident Nonresident Birds Percent Birds Percent 
Oct. 18 – 31 1.80 2.52   5.92 42.3%   7.66 69.9% 
Nov. 1 – 30 1.52 2.37   4.86 34.8%   2.35 21.4% 
Dec. 1 - 31 1.45 2.57   3.20 22.9%   0.95   8.7% 
Ave. / Total 1.61 2.49 13.98 100% 10.96 100% 
 
 
• Nonresidents had a higher proportion of their total hunting on private land (free plus 

fees) compared to residents (79.2% vs. 70.7%) (Table C).  However, nonresidents 
had a much higher rate of paying to hunt on private land (36.3% vs. 3.6%).  Residents 
had a higher rate of hunting in the road rights-of-way compared to nonresidents 
(12.7% vs. 6.3%). 

 
• Nonresidents rated pheasant abundance higher than residents did and nonresidents 

were more satisfied overall compared to residents (92.0% vs. 80.6%) (Table D). 
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Table C. Type of land hunted during the 2003 Regular Pheasant Season comparing 
resident and nonresident pheasant hunters. 

Residents Nonresidents  
 
Type of Land Hunted 

Mean Hunted 
100% 

% No 
Hunting

Mean Hunted 
100% 

% No 
Hunting

Private – no fees 67.1% 36.2% 13.9% 42.9% 26.6% 44.5% 
Private – fees   3.6%   0.6% 93.4% 36.3% 26.7% 57.8% 
Road Rights-of-ways 12.7%   2.6% 60.7%   6.3%   1.1% 76.1% 
Public land   9.8%   1.3% 65.1%   7.1%   1.1% 78.8% 
Walk-In Areas   5.6%   0.3% 75.3%   5.5%   0.8% 83.6% 
Shooting preserves   1.5%   0.6% 96.1%   2.0%   1.0% 96.7% 
Sample Size 1,727 1,204 
 
 
Table D. Satisfaction with pheasant hunting: Overall, considering your total 
pheasant hunting experiences for this year (2003), how satisfied or dissatisfied were you? 

Residents Nonresidents  
Satisfaction – 2003 (scale) Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Satisfied (+3)    567 32.8%    664 55.3% 
Moderately Satisfied (+2)    587 33.9%    352 29.3% 
Slightly Satisfied (+1)    242 14.0%       89   7.4% 
Neutral/No Opinion (0)    119   6.9%      26   2.2% 
Slightly Dissatisfied (-1)    126   7.3%      40   3.3% 
Moderately Dissatisfied (-2)      43   2.5%      17   1.4% 
Very Dissatisfied (-3)      47   2.7%      13   1.1% 
Total 1,731 100% 1,201 100% 
Mean 1.60  2.22  
95% C.I. 1.53 – 1.67  2.16 – 2.29  

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
SATISFIED 1,396 80.6% 1,105 92.0% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    119   6.9%      26   2.2% 
DISSATISFIED    216 12.5%      70   5.8% 
Ratio: Satisfied : Dissatisfied 6.5 to 1 15.8 to 1 
 
 
• Nonresidents were more likely to pheasant hunt with dogs and more likely to own 

hunting dogs than residents.  Also, a greater percentage of nonresidents rated 
pheasant hunting as “most” or “very” important compared to residents. 

 
• About 27% of the resident hunters participated in Early Resident-Only Pheasant 

Season (3-day season the week before the Regular Pheasant Season on public land 
only) for an average of 1.75 days, harvesting an average of 2.80 birds per hunter for 
an average of 1.56 birds per day.  Only about one-third of the nonresident hunters felt 
that the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season and any negative impact on their 
hunting (15% slight, 11% moderate and 8% great impact).  
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Motivations for Pheasant Hunting – Table E.   
• Hunters were asked to pick their top reason among the eight possible reasons for why they 

like to pheasant hunt in South Dakota.  Most residents (43.1%) and nonresidents (43.3%) 
picked social reasons as their top reason for liking to hunt pheasant in South Dakota.  Nature 
was the second most often picked reason by residents (21.9%) while it was third for 
nonresidents (15.3%).  Excitement was the second most often picked reason by nonresidents 
(22.9%) while it was third for residents (16.0%).  Slightly more nonresidents than residents  
(14.3% vs. 11.6%) picked “working with hunting dogs” as their top motivation. 

 
Table E. Hunters’ main reason for liking pheasant hunting in South Dakota 
comparing residents and nonresidents – Overall, which statement best describes the most 
important reason for why you like South Dakota pheasant hunting?  

Residents Nonresidents  
Top Reason Number Percent Number Percent
Enjoying the time spent with friends/family.  
(Social) 

 
   844 

 
43.1% 

 
   525 

 
43.3% 

To enjoy nature, the outdoors and the beauty 
of the area.  (Nature) 

 
   430 

 
21.9% 

 
   185 

 
15.3% 

For the excitement that hunting provides, 
e.g., the feeling one gets when you flush a 
pheasant, etc.  (Excitement) 

 
   314 

 
16.0% 

 
   278 

 
22.9% 

Enjoying the time and challenges of working 
with your hunting dogs.  
(Hunting  Dogs) 

 
   228 

 
11.6% 

 
   174 

 
14.3% 

To bring meat home for food.  (Meat)      47   2.4%        5   0.4% 
To spend time alone in the field.  (Solitude)      43   2.2%        6   0.5% 
For the challenges associated with pheasant 
hunting and dealing with the elements. 
(Challenge) 

 
     31 

 
  1.6% 

 
     30 

 
  2.5% 

To demonstrate hunting skills and 
accomplishment.  (Dominance) 

 
     22 

 
  1.1% 

 
     10 

 
  0.8% 

Total 1,959 100% 1,213 100% 
 
 
Estimated Participation and Harvest1

• An estimated 78,396 residents participated in pheasant hunting (out of 93,346 
licensed to hunt) in 2003 for an estimated 565,235 days of pheasant hunting 
harvesting an estimated 912,529 pheasants.  An estimated 83,538 nonresidents 
participated in pheasant hunting (out of 84,667 licensed to hunt) in 2003 for an 
estimated 351,695 days of pheasant hunting harvesting an estimated 902,210 
pheasants.  The 2003 pheasant season provided an estimated total of 916,930 
recreational hunting days, with residents doing 61.6% of the total hunting and 
nonresidents 38.4%.  These hunters harvested an estimated total of 1,814,739 
pheasants (1.8 million), with residents harvesting about 50.3% of the total harvest  
and nonresidents 49.7%. 

                                                           
1Summary includes the Youth Pheasant Season and the Early Resident-Only Pheasant Season 
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